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= : ? 6 The fit Tables, ;95 David Danceth before the Ark. 144 Ezekiel the Prophet.. $7 The Sarnariceo, 
”F1% Scuiptures Of 147 | he Gulden Calf. : '96 Davids Embaſſadors, ' 1145 The fecond Viſion of Ezekiel, 38 Martha and C 
—_ - s The ſccond 1 ables, '97 Davids Crime. : [8:46 The Prophet Daniel. $9 The Folly of Riches. TH 
ejrament.. 9 Nadab and Abihy. 98 Davids Repentance. % [147 Tht 3 Children io the Fiery-ſurn » The Son returned. 
He Creation of the World. | 5 o The Blaſphemers ſtoned. ;99 The Death of Amnon. [148 Nebuchadnezzar curned into a 41 Dives and Lazarus. | 
2 The Creation of Adam & | 51 The Twelve Spies. : (up.; 200 The Death of Abſalom. [149 Balthaſar Condemned. 42 The Phariſee and Publican. d 
| "2 The Fall-of Adam. (Eve. 52 Korz, Dathan and Abicam ſwallow'd} 1 01 The Death of Seba. [1.50 Daniel inthe Lioas Den. 43 The Labourers in the Vineyayd. ( - 
4 The Punihment of Adam./ 5 3 The Brazen Serpent. /102 The Judgmeanr of the Plague. '1 51 Daniels Viſions. {44 The Reſurre&ion'bf Lazarus. | 
5'Toc urther of Abel. | 54 Balams Aſs ſpeaks. '120z Solomon made King. . [1:2 Jonas caſt Over- board. '45 Zacheus, | 
C The Ark of Noah. © © $5 The Death of Moſes, . 1204 Solomons wiſe Judgment. [253 The Niffivices Repeat. _  |46 Our Saviours Riding to, Jeruſalem, | 
7\The Delu TP | '56 The Paſſage over Jordan. | xo5 The Dedication of rhe Temple. jx54 Jonas Gourd. | The Buyers and Sellers drove out of | 
8 Thc quitting of the Ark,and the Rain- '5 7 The Taking of j=7icho. * | 106 The Queen of Sheba _ - T, $8 The Wedding Garment. (the Temple, | 
9 Han Curſed by his Father. ( Bow, 58 The DeſtruQtion of Hai. 107 The Fall of Solomon. The New Tel amen! FETs 49 The Parable of the Talents, | 
20 The Tower of Babel. '5y Tha Sun Rtands Rtiil. }x 08 Rehoboam's Counſellors 'T He Goſpel of St.Matthew. |, o The Laſt Judgment. ' 
1 x1 The Call of Abram. [65 The Puniſhment of Adonibeza. [109 The Diſobedient Prophet : _ 2. Goſpelof Sr.Mark.' 's 1 The Laft Supper. | 
_ | 12 Lar parts from Abraham. '61 The Death of Sifera. 'T1o Zimri Burn, 5- Goſpel of St.Luke. *;2 Our Saviour in the Garden. | 
' | 13 Abraham delivers Lor. [62 Gideons Sacrifice . +13 1Elijah fed by the Raven, Hm 4 Goſpel of Sr.John. |; 2 The Taking of Jeſus Chriſt, 
| 14 The Flight of Hagar. : 63- Gideons Fleece. 112 Elijah Sacritice.. ;$ The Salutation of the Blefſed Virgin-|;4 Our Saviour brought before Caiphas, | 
x 5 Sarahs Conception of Iſazc. | 64 Gideons Souldiers. '713 The Flight of Elijeh. '6 The Viſitation of the Virgin Mary. /\ c Our Saviour Scourged. 
£5 Lotentertains ewo Angels. [65 The defeat gf the Midianites. [114 The Piery of Jehoſaphar. 7 The Nativity of our Lord and Saviour.' 6 &cce Home, | 
27 Sodom burner. | | 66 The Death of Abimelech. 115 The Death of Ahab, \TThe Angelsappearing to the Shepherds.) ,, QueSayiour carrying the Croſs. | 
18 Abimelech aMited by God. ' '67 Jeptha's Daughter. 116 Elijah taken up into Heaven. /9 The Circumciſion of Jeſus Chriſt, |\\g TheCrucifizion. 
19 Iſhmael driven out. 68 The Rirth of Sampſon. 117 The Children devoured by Bears, [10 The Adoration of the Three Kings. | (9 jeſus Chriſt in the Sepulchre, 
20 Abrahams Sacrifice. | 69 Sampſon Qlays the Philiftias. 118 The Miracle of Elitha, ' 11 The Purification of the yirgin Mary && The Reſurre&ion. - ; 
21 The D:ath of Sarah. , 70 The Gates of Gaz, ' x19 The healing of Naaman. . ; 12 The Flight into Epy pr. | & The Diſciples goto Emaus, * ſ 
| 22 The Marriage of Iſaac. 71 The Death of Sampſon. r 26 The Siege of Samaria. 1 3 Our Saviour ambngſt the Dofors. | 5, The Aſcenſion. - ; | 
23 Jacob and Eſau. : 72 The Levites Wife abuſed. Q 121 The Predi4ion of Eliſha. © - [14 The Baptiſm of Jeſps Chriſt, — | 61 The Coming of the Holy Ghoſt. 
24 Iſaac bleſſed Jacob,  *\ 93 The Puniſhment of the Benjamites. 122 Jezabel devoured by Dogs 15 Chriſt Tempred in the Wilderneſs, | / 64 The Lame man healed. ; E 
| 25 Jacobs Ladder, 74 Ruth followeth Naomi. [123A Dead man raiſed to life. 16 The Marriage in Canaan. | 64 Ananias and Sapphira. 
| 26 Rachel and Leah. - 75 Boaz Eſpouſcth Ruth. : 124 Zachary ſtoned to Death. 17 Nicodemus Comes to our Saviour. '! g4 S..Stephen Roned to Death. 
© * | z7The Return of Jacob to his Birthplace, 76 Samuel given ro Ely. 125 Ahaz the wicked King. 18 The Woman of Samarie. | 63 The Eunuch Baptized. 
/ 28 facob Wreſtling with the Angel. 77 The Puniſhmert of Ely. 126 King Hezekiah. : 19 The Tempeſt appeas'd. | 62 The Converſion of St.Paal. * 
' 29 Dinah. 78 The [dol of Dagon. . 227 The Defear of Senacherib, 20 The poſſeſt man Healed, ; 69 Cornelius Baprized. 
| 30 Joſeph ſold. 79 The Ark ſent back. 128 Hezekiah reftored to Health _ , 21 Chriſt Heals one of, the Palſey. | 70Sr.Peter defivered out of Priſon. 
: 31 Joſephs Chaſtity. ' $0 The Defeat of the Philiftins, " {129 ThejPiety of Joſas. 22 The Sermen on the Monnt. | i791 The Lame healed. 
; 32 Jo!eph advanced. : $1 The Anoynting of Saul. x30 The Siege of Jeruſalem; 23 Judge not left ye be Jadged. p +72 St, Paul Shipwreck'd. 
/ 33 Joſephs Brethren, #2 Jonathan and his Armour- bearer. 131 Joachim taken out of Priſon. ].. 24 The Leprous perſon and Centurion, 72 The 7 Golden Candleficks. 
| 34 Joſeph revealſhimſelf ro his Brethren 83 Agag ſpared. _. h I 3 2K.CyrusProclamation forRebuilding 25 The Widows Son of Naim. : 174 The Heavens opened. 
/ 35 Jacob goes into Egypr. 8; David Plays on the Harp. . i133 Jeruſalem Rebuilt, (che Temple'26 Mary _ 75 The 7 Seals of a Book. 
| 36 The Epgy prtian Midwives. ' 85 Goliah lain. 5 I 34 Queen He ter. 27 The Para le of the Seed, :76 The 7 Angels with the 7 Trutypets, 
| 37 Mo'es Celivered trom drowning. 8 The T:iumph of David. 135 Hefters Humility. {a8 Thc Beheading of St.Jokn. | 77 The Graſhoppers. NEE Y 
3 ® The Burning Buſh. '87 Saul deſigns the Death of David 41236 The Triumph of Mordecai 29 The Miracle of the Loaves. 53 The Viſion of St. John. 
' +39 Moſes addrefſſeth Pharaoh. :: $8 David and Jonathan. '2 37 The Puniſhment of Hema. 30 Sr,Perer walks on the Sea. ' 79 The deach of the two Prophere. 
ao The Plagues of Egypt. - + +89 Abigal entertains David. _ {138 Job upon the Dunghil, [31 The Canaaniriſh Woman. ., + 80 The Beaſt of the Apocalypy | | 
' 41 The Paichal Lamb. { 90 David ſpares Saul, 1 $9 Jobs Friends. ; {32 The Transfiguration of Jeſus Chriſt.) $1 The Dragon of the Apocalyps, | 
} 42 The Iſralites paſſing the Red-Sex. [91 DavidFlics for Refuge to King Achis. x40 King David. [33 Infants the Type of Innocency. {82 TheKingdom of Babylon. | 
{ 44 The Raining down Manna. 19 2Saul and Jonathans Defeat and Death. |x 41 King Solomon: [34 The Tea Lepers. [33 Tae Dragon chained. | 
- | 44 Theguſhing of Water fromthe Rock} 93 The Phillftins offers Sauls Head to |x 4 2 Iſaiah the Propher. 135 The Woman taken in Adultery 84 The New Jeruſalem. | 
45_Amalck deſeated. g 94 Uzzah ſmitten by God. (their wel z Jeremiah the Prophet. _ 136 The Man bora Bliad. ' RACKS | 
' NAPS &c. 1.Of Paradice, or the Garden of Een, with the circuwjacerr Countries inhabiced by the Pats iarchs, 2.0f the Iſraclites 4o years Travel into Canaan, -* j. Of Jeruſalem, encircled with the | 


+ Sacerdoral Utenſils of the Temple, vi7. The GoldenCan lleſticks, the Table of ' Shew-bread, the Tabernacle, the Laver, the Brazen Sea, the Ark of the Coverynt, the Altar of Perfumes, and 


'1 Burnt Offerings, the Temple of Ezckicl, &&c. 4. Of_theHoly Land , Travelled through by our Saviour, and his Apoſtles. 5, Of the Travels and Voyages of the Apeſths intheir miſſion, 
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" T hath been the Cuſtom for ſome Years paſt, for the Carrying on of Publick Works, to gain Encouragement by Sub-' 
ſcriptions ; by which Means divers Undertakings have met with good Succeſs : Bur of late , this Way hath been (o- 
"much abuſed by ſeveral that have took upon them the ſame, gaining thereby good Sums of Moy, the thing by them 
-only aimed at, without any performance of their propoſed Intentions) that it hath proved vey pernicious to this | 
: Way of ©ndertaking; the Nobility and Gentry mecting with ſuch great Abuſes, that they arenov (and that with Rea- 
ſon enough) diſheartned from ſuch their Fycouragements.. And this hath Hecn very prejudicial to this Work, in obſtructing 
divers from Subſcribing, although fo fair, no Advance Mony being required, as is cuſtomary. + 

: The Propoſals being Six Guined « for both the Yolumes in Sheets (ſcarce the real value thereof) of which Three Guinea's to | 


be paid upon the Delivery of cach Volume in Sheets. : ES 
 Andalthough the preſent Encouragement hath been ſo ſmall, it has not retarded the carrying on of the Work withall poſſible 
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: feribers,to meet with ſuch Candid dealing ; wherefore it is my humble Requeſt, that thoſe that are already Benefators willbe 
| plcaled ro Recommend, {o good and: uſeful a Work to their Friends,to be ſupplied therewith atthe Subſcription rate, whereby | 
'1 may gct in ſome of my Disburſments: And there being but a few Books left, ſuch as deſire to be accommodated therewith, | 
| are defircd in ſome. convenient time to give notice thereof unto me by Letter, or otherwiſe, according tothe direfions in the 


| 7ztle, and they may be furniſhed therewith ia Sheets or Bound. | : | | 
' And whereas 'tis by ſome ſuggeſted, That the ſaid Yo/umes (when finiſhed) will be ſold at under Rates: To remove ſuch | 
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[ Doubts, tis a Work fovery Chargeable, that it cannot be afforded for leſs, the Impreſſion (which is but ſmall) ſtanding in very | 
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near the Sub/cription Meny ; therefore do reſolve not ro leſſen,burt rather augment the Price. 
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| i!for a Rule to direct ours by. Sr.Chryſoſtom ( for the ſame reaſon) bitng deſirous. to 
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ik CRIPTU RE, which is ſo full of Myſteries , veiled under Figures and Parables, 
| they have made ſome diflinfion between theſe Divine Works , which are not all alike 
| intelligible, tho' all equally Holy. Wherefore they ſuppoſed , That the Hiſtorical Books, 
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l vey. un” HERE 4 nothing more eftabliſhed' by Conſent of all the FATHERS, 


WORD OF GOD, and the Care wherewith they ought to ſearc 
into it, for the Rules of their Salvation. w 
And as thoſe Holy Men were well. acquainted with the depth of th 


which repreſent to us the Lives of the Patriarchs , and the reft-of thoſe admirable Saints, 


Nc our Picty, and inſtru us by Examples, proportion'd to the Capacity of the meaneſt 
| Believers. | Ko | 
| Ts wpon that account St. Baſil tells us., That the Scripture (in. Recording the 
| Lives of the farlt Saints, doth ſer beforc us ſo many living and apimatcd Pittures, 


[76a bis Auditors the Duties of a Chriſtian Life , made it his buſineſs to expound the 


Difcourſes apor the Lives of the Principal Patriarchs, to make Chriſtians bluſh, who 


ſo Divinely deſcribed in the Goſpel, are notwithſtanding leTs followers of Him, than. thoſe 
{the Darkneſs of Impicty and Idolatry. 


'of thoſe very Saints, whom they have recommended with ſo many Elogies in this Abridgmenc 
'of The: Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſtament. They are repreſented in ſhort 3 
(but yet-ſo, that Care has been taken to deduce at large whatſoever was moſt proper to touch the 
Souls of ,Men, and to inſpire them with the Sentiments of Pietys And to the end this Work 
might be more proportion'd to the Capacities of all, and the Inſtructions it contains, made 


in whatſoever ftate or condition they are in. 


than the ReſpeA and Veneration which Chriſtians ought to have for The|| ©; 


\zhat had an Apoſtolical Charity 'ſo many Ages before the Apoſtles, were very proper toll : 


' whole Book,of  Genelis 10 them in his Sermons. Str.Ambroſe alſo Wrote. ſeveral. excellent|\| 


having before their Eyes the Life and Death of our Saviour JESUS CHRIST ; . 
who lived ſo many Ages before him, and when the Face of the whole Earth was covered with 1 


| ” 
| ' In imitation therefore of thoſe Holy Teachers it is, that we again ſet forth the Lives 


more uſeſulby illuſtrating them with ſomething that's pleaſing, Theſe Holy Hiſtorics are re-\| | 
preſented in, SCULPTURES, accompanying each Diſcourſe, which are generally concluded. 
with the Explications of theFarhers, as containing moſt excellent Inflrufions for Chriſtians||- 


He whoapplies bimfſelf a little to the Reading of the Book, will ſoon be convinced of uts||\ 
uſefulneſs. He will find excellent: Patterns for Kings aud Princes, - for Governours and!|: 
Magiſtrates, for Miniſters of the-Church , and in a word , for all ſuch as deſire ro lead'a\\. 
rue Chriſtian Life : And therefore St.Gregory ſaith, That trom the Patriarchs we may ||: 


HAY SOS 
” 


take the perfe&t - Models of all Vertacs : Able ( ſaith 'he ) teaches us Innocence; 
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1 - The Preface to. the Reader. | 
'.  ||Enoch Purity of Heart; Noah, Perſeverance in Rightcouſncls ; Abrahan, The perfetion 
Obcdicnce ; Iſaac,Chaſtity in Wedlock ; Faceb, Conſtancy in Labour ; Foſeph,For- 

etting of Injurics ; Moſes, Meckneſs rowards the moſt obſ(tinate and rebellious; and 

altly, Job, An invincible Patience inthe height of his Sufferings and AfMflictions. 

1! When the Scripture is read alone, it is net ſo eaſie for all Men to draw from thence the|| 

lledifying inflruftions thoſe Holy Hittories, contain; but ere without pams they will find|| 

[chem applied to ezery Hiſtory , being carefully gathered from the Works of the Fathers|| | 


and Do&tors of the Church. | LEY 
| TheAuthors Thcughts at firſt were, to ſet down the very Woxds of the Saints,as Recorded | 
[iz Scripture, in a different Character, bur they were oft forind top prolix to be containll in 
the ſmall ſpace which was left after the Relationof each Hiſtory ; neither would they bave 
|| had that brish and lively Brevity, which is ſo neceſſary to Reflexions upon an Hiſtorical Diſ-|li 
courſe: Wherefore he was cbliged to abridge them; yet ſo, as 10 preſerve all the Eſential|\| 
Terms, and exatily to expreſs their Senſe, without tying himſelf to the numberof their Words:|| 
The Reflexions of the FATHERS pon the Examples and Words of Holy Scripture, 
are the more conſiderable, becauſe they Ms / us, That they thought themſelves obliged on theſe 
1} occaſtons 0 lay open, aud apply the greateſt Truths with all poſſible, force and evidence. [0 
this parpefe St.Auſtin expreſſes himſelf in theſe following remarkable Words 5 When we 
converſe with you ( ſaith ke ro his Auditors) at other times, we rather bear-with you,| 
{/than inſtru you ; but when we are in this Holy Place, and expound to you the| 
Books of, GOD, in- caſe the Truths we propound to you ſeem too ſmartzthe necelſiry;! 
which lies upon us of Expounding the Scripture will plead our Excuſe for the Liberty| 
with which we repreſent whar GOD himſelf ſpeaks ro you. If the Word of GOD! 
= doth aſtoniſh you, ſo it doth me; 1 am as apprehenſive of 1ts Threats as you are, 
and whilſt I ſpeak choſe things that make you tremble, I am affected with the | 
1! ame Paſſion my ſelf. _ _. .. | $a | «I 
. The Reader poſſibly may obſerve in the Sequel of the Book , that ſome of theſe Figures 
are not well choſen, and that ſome Hiſtorics are left out, which ſeem no leſs conſiderable than|; 
thoſe ſet down ; but this can be no prejudice to the whole Body of the Work , and the Sequel 
of theſe Diſcourſes; Care being taken to link them together as well as poſſible, withoat regard 
had to the Sculprurcs, many important Matters being touched at in the Reflexions, which! 
are nt repreſented in the Sculptures , and chiefly to enlarge en theſe Circumſtances of the| 
Scripture from whence the Fathers have drawn their Edifying Obſervations,which is the main! b 
end of this Work. [ NN [EET WS | 
In the Margent is added the Tears from the Creation of the World,and thoſe before our|| - 
!/ Saviour ;z which are to be underſtcad according to the common Computation of the Tears from\| 
|| cheBirthof Jeſus Chriſt. WS ER 
I! It has been thought fit to add the Contents or Summaries of the ſeveral Books of the Old 
| Teſtament, that the Reader might have an Idea of the whole ; as alſo that iz thoſe Books! 
]| where Sculptures. and Diſcourſes are more rare, or altogether omitted ; that defel may be\ 
| ſupplied, by giving a ſhort Account of the Matters therein contained 3 which Method is not 
obſerved 5 the Volume of the New Teſtament,as being a perfeft Hiftory of our Saviour and | 
' 1] the Apoltles. =, LE BS 
At Lhe End of the Volume:of the New Teſtament 7s printed, as an APPENDIX, | 
the Lives, Travels and Voyages of the Apoſtles, wirh An Hiſtorical Chronology ; in|! 
{lwhich, if the Reader caſt an Eye, he will without trouble diſcern the Order of the Time, and; 
|| rhe Sequel of all theſe Hiſtories. I = 2a 
T here is no reaſon but to hope, that the Reading of this. Book may make ſome Impreſſion 
on the Hearts of thoſe who defire nothing more than their advance and growth in Picty ; becauſe 
{{Truths caught never more t0 afſeA us, thanwhen G 0 D himſelf teaches us them in bis Holy|| | 
[{Scripturesz and when the Holy Men of G OD (fall of his Spirit) do from them point out|| 
to us the Way to Heaven, which he has traced out for us in the Lives of thoſe Saints of the|| 
Old Teſtament, and which-he hath Sealed in the New with the Blood of FESUS CHRIST 
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Reaſley in Lincolnſhire, Eſq; 
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o > 
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- _ ». 
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| 
| 
| 
' 
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Rt.Hon. Fobn Lord Benet, Baron of O/- 
ſulſton,&c. 

WilliamPaige of Yeoland in Devonſh.Elq; 

Sir Fobn Parſons of Londen , Kt. and 
Alderman,and Sheriff thereof 47.1688 

/ The Hon. Thomas Patten, Eſq; Son to 

 theRr. Hon. Reberr Earl of Yarmouth. 


Place in Suſſex, Eſq; Proprietor and 
Governour of Penſilvanis in Ame- 
_ rica, fol. New Teſt.q9 | 
Philip Perry of London , GEnn Deputy 
| Secondary of. the Poultry Comprer. 
| The Hon.Samuel Pe wr Brampton m 
'  Huntingtonſhire,Elq; Secretary of the 
| Admiralty to their Majeſties K.Charles 
. the 2d,and K. Fames the 29. | 
| Elizabeth Lady Perry, Relidt of Sir W4l- 
| Mr.George Plucknet of the Palace-Yard 
| * in Weſtminſter, Scrivener. 
| Grace Lady Poulteney, Wife of Sir Wil. 
| Poulteney of S. Famer in the Fields,Kt. 


fol.O!d T:55 


—— 


l London.” 
: Mr, 
; of London. | 
| Rr. Hon. Edward Lord 
' Sor to the Rr. Hon. Francs Earl of 
Darwent-water,O&c. fol New T.63 
| Rt.Hon.the Lady Mary Taxdor, Wife to. 


| fol.OldT.24 ns 
| Sir Arthur Rawdon of Rawden-Hall in * 
| + Yorkſhire, Baronet. x 


| Sir Thomas Rawlinſon,Krt.Alderman and | 


' Sheriff of Loudon An.1686.fol. N.7.45 


| 


; Sir Fonathan Raymond of London, Kr. 
| and Alderman. | 

; Sir William Rerercby of Thriberge in 
, Yorkſhire, Bar. fol.Old 7.68 . 

| Sir Peter Rich of London, Kr. and Alder- 


— 


| An.168 8, | 

; Her Grace Frances Tereſa Stewart, 
Dutcheſs Dowager of Richmond and 
| LCenox,&c.to].New T.32,and Old T.8 
' Rr. Hon. 7 bomas Earl of Kivers,Oft. 


| Rt. Reverend Thomas , Lord Biſhop of 


Rocheſter, &c. fol. New T.7 2 


| 
| Mr. Tohn Rogers,Citizen and Goldſmith 


0 


| * of Longox. \ pda 
| Zobn Roſſiter of Somerby in Lincolnſhire, 
; | Elq; fol New Teft.2.7, and Old T.1g 
{Sir Fohn Rous of Henham in Suffolk,Bar. 
| Francis Rowſe of S.Clements-Inn, Gent. 


| Thomas Ryves of Ranſon in Dorſetſhire, | 
_ | Mr. Ebenezar Wyley of London, Factor. 


| Gent. fol.Old T. 4.3 | 
Mr. Thomas Saffold of the Pariſh of 


Mr.Edwerd Norman , Citizen and Inn- 


His Grace George Fitz-Roy, Duke of | 
'  Northumberland,&c. fol.New T.42, 


| Her Grace Catherin - Dutcheſs of 'Nor- 


Fobn Penhallo of Penballoin Cornw.Eſq; 
| The Hon.illiamPenn of Worming yr ſt- | 


| The Hon.Willigam Lord Powlet, Son to | 
this Grace Charles Duke of Bolton, | 


Mr. Fobn Prince, Cuizen and Silkman of i 
William Proctor, Citizen, Stationer | 
Rattliff, eldeſt | 


the Rt. Hon. Edward LordRatcliff, Cc | 


man,and Chamberlain of the ſaid City | 


| Godfrey Woodward of London,Gent. one 


S. Martini- Ludgate, Lindon ; and of | Yarmomb,&c. fol.Old T.53- - 


Henry 8 


nary to her Majeſty Q, Mary 


fol. New T.2.8. and Old T.42 
Sir William Seych of Newbury in Eſſex, 


nourable Priv y Council,&c. 
Teſt.65, and Old T.z'9 | 
Richard Taylor of Stanes in Midd. Eſq; 


. In Budgrow, London: 

WilliamTempeſt of the Inner-Temple,Elq; 
| one of the Prothonotaries of His Ma- 

jcſties Court of Common Pleas. 
The Rr. Hon.Seignior Franceſco Terie/i, 
Reſident for theG.Duke of Tuſcany,&c. 

| Sir William Thompſon of the Middle- 

| - Temple,Kr. Sergeant at Lawfol.New 

| Teft.51, and OJ T8; 

Sir Benjamin Thorowgood of Woodford- 

| Hall 

| 

| 


” London Alderman, fol.Old T.23 

Mr. Downhball Tburiby,Citizen and Gre- 
cerof London. | 

Sir Patrick Trant of Ruſſel-ſtreet in the 
| - Pariſhof SGiles inthe Fields in Mid- 
dleſex,Baroner, fol.New T.5 4. 
| Mr William Trigg, Citizen and Mexcer 
of London. e135 aaa 
| Edward Trotman of Haskney in Mid. 
| _— of the Poultry Comprer. 
; Sir Edmund Turnor of Stoke- Rochford in 
| 'Lincolnſhire,Ke. fol.N.T.4@,& Old 59 
| Thomas Vincent of Fetcham in Surrey 
Eſq; fol.O/4 T.5o 


 "Norfolk,Efq; fokNew 7.81 

| Richard Warborton of Timbertown in 
| © Kings-County in Ireland, El; 

| Thomas Welbams of London, Merchant. 

| Rt. Hon. Richard Lord Viſcount Wenman, 
| - Oc. folbNew 7.77 - 

| The Hon-Robert Werdenof Cheſter, Lieu- 
renant General of the Forces of King 
Tames 2,An.1688 fol.N.T.24,0ld79 


| Mr. Robers Whitfield of S. Mart in the | 


| Fields, in Middleſex. 

| Re, Hon. Charles Lord Marq 
| cheer, Chamberlain to her Majelty Q. 
' Maryfol. New Teſt.12,and Old T.zs 
| William Wind of S.Clements in Mid.Eſq; 
| Fobny Woed of Richmond im Surrey, Eſq; 


ueſ3 of HWin- 


| of the Attorneys of the Sheriffs Courr. 
| Sir Bonchier Wrey of Taveſtock in De- 
vonſnire, Baronet. 


Si Robert Wright of Wagford in Suffolk | 


*Kr,&c. 
{ Rr. Hon. Rebeccs Counteſs Dowager of 


i © 


in Eſſex, Kt. aud of the City of 


Right Hon. Sr- Edward Herbert, Kr. {Re. Hon. Ralph Earl of A , Oc. |  Walthem-Crof; in Hartfordſbire,Licen- 
' fol. New Tuft-43, - - | ane; of the Lords of His Majeſties | fed Phyſician, & Student in Aſtrology. 
Foſeph Heron of London, Alderman, | _ _ molb Honourable Privy Counci | WWiliam St. Leger of London,Gent. 
William Hewer of Clapham in Surrey, | Sir Jobs Moore of London,Kt.and Alder- |RtHon.Kennerh, ;Earl of Seaford, &c. : 
Eſg; one of the Commiſſioners of His | man, Lord Mayor thereof 2». 1681, | fol. New T.y9 ,* 
' Majcſties Navy, An. 1688. fol. New | fol. New F.15. 2 2 Amtbony Segav of Tuyferd in Hanthire, 
' Teft.72. and Old B54. | | Thomas Morgan of Tredegar in Mon» | | Gent: | 
Mr. Kicbard Hoar ,-. Citizen and Gold- moutbſhire, Eſq; | Rr.Hon. Margaret, Counteſs Dowager of | 
ſmich_in Cheapſide, Londew. Gerard Napier of Middle-Marſi-Hall in | - Shaftsbury,&rc. _ 
Sir Henry Hobart of Blickling in Nor- 9 (<7 6, yrs. 5 T.12 Sir Bertholomew Shower of the Middle- 
folk, Kr.and Bar. fol. New 7.14. Mr. Humphrey Nendick of S. Gregories, Temple, Kt. Recorder of London, &c. 
Lendon, Examined Chirurgeon. An.1688. fol.New Teſt.69,01d 7.46 
Rr.Hon. Francis Lord Viſcount Newport, | Mr.Richard Smith of S. Georges South- 
&c. fol.Old T.81 wark in Surrey. 


Her Grace Elincberb,Dutcheſs of Sommer - 
. ſetz&c. fol. New T.6o,and Old T, 173 
Mr.7homas Spencer of London,Merchant. 
ow of London and Hackney 


Dr.#/illiam Stanley, Chaplain ,in Ordi- 


Rr. Hon, Mary Counteſs of Stafford, and | 
Viſcounteſs Dowager of Stafford, &c. 


Bar.fol.NewTeft.1$,19, Old T.47,52 
Rr. Hon. Ann Counteſs Dowager of Suf- 
'folk;&*c. fol. New T.80,and OId T.10 
Rr. Hon.Henry Lord Viſcount Sydney of | 
Sheppey,and Baron of Milton ; one of | 
the Gentlemen of His Majeſties Bed- 
Chamber, and Lords of his molt Ho- 
fol. New | 


Mr.Fobn Taylor Citizen and Merchant | 


' Samuel Vincent of Buckingham-hos/e in 


| 
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TERRESTRIAL PARADICE;, 


AND- OF THE 


« Fro a Dre. oo  ow$ 


Le i SD os 


[the Fowls of the Air, and the Beaſts © 


- fertility, fi urpaſſed all the Countries on the 


13n 4/a, upon the River Tigris, which in 


|2nto four Heads; that is, into four great 
| Chanels, or Capital Rivers. 


Neighbouring Countries. : 
A bricf Diſcourſe of the Travels of the PATRIARCHS, 
| from 4 DAM tt FACO 19 


" PRE 
4 "I s 1 > G4 ODD. As BP. + Faa2.- ATCA 5 le 


HE Eternal GOD having 
out of Nothing created 
the Heavens, the Earth, the 
Seas, and all chings therein 
contained ; he formed Mar 

his own Image, and fo 


according to 


(dignified and honoured him, that he|-. 


ade him Lord over the Fiſh of the Sea 


p 


the Earth, and every creeping thing 
therein; and gave him for his habitation 


the Garden of. Eden, called Paradice,which 
for its beauty , pleaſant ficuation, and 


tace of the Earth ; and therefore rightly 
called:, The Garden of Pleaſure. It was 
ſituate in the Land of Shinar, a Province 


Scripture 1s called Piſon: This River 
divides it ſelf into four branches, and 
cach hath its particular Name. 


ſituation of this Garden, wemuſt remem- 
ber that Moſes faith in Geneſis, Chap. 2. 


in Eden,Eaſtward ; andinthe 10th Verſe, 
that a River went out of Eden to water 
the Garden , and thence divided it {elf 


It is a certain demonſtration, that it 
was ſituate Eaſtward of- Piſon, being the 


| only River that. watered it, and retained| 


chat name; and-th6 one. 
Garden extended Weſtward , yet Adam 
had his abode in the Eaſtern quarter, as 
appears by Chap. 3; Verſe 24. where it 
IS Jaid, Adam being driven out, God 


part of the 


Now the better to make out the true! 


Verſe 8. that God had planted a Garden]: 


| 


IO 


30 


placed Cherubims at the Eaſt of the Garden} 
jto hinder him from entring 1n again. 


{mare credible is, that this River for its 


| breadth, depth, and rapid Stream, excel- 


& ancient Geographers 


{ Euphrates; and thus they are deſcribed]: 


| where there is Gold; the name of the]: 


|Eaft of Afyria ; and the name of 


And according to Chap. 4. Verſe 16. 1t 
is related, That Cain went forth from 
before the Lord, and inhabited inthe 
Land of Nod, which lay to the Eaſt of 
Eden; and that which renders this the 


ling the Rhine, or the Danube, mult needs} 
have hindred our. Firſt Parents from go- 
ing out of the Garden Eaſtwards; if they} 
had their habication in the Weſtern partf 
thereof, ſince they had neither Bridge; 
nor Boat to croſs-over the River; for the}: 
Scripture ſpeaks not a word of cither, nor{ 
makes the leaſt mentian of any way they} 
had: for' Navigation before the Ark off 
Noah... Hence it follows, that ſeveral} 
have been very muchj 
the Garden of Eden! 


miſtaken, in placing 
to the Welt of Piſon. '.- | 

This River ( as aforcfaid ) is divided! 
into four Heads or Branches; viz. two: 
to the North or aboye the Garden, and| 
two to the South or bclow-the Garden): 
and were called Piſon, Gibon, Hiddekel,and|/ 


in Geneſis, Chap. 11. Verſes 11,13,and 14.|! 
The name of the firſt 1s Piſon, and. this|: 
compaſlſcth the whole Land of — -| 


ſecond River 1s Gihon, the ſame 1s that 
which encompaſſes the whole Land! of 4 
Ethiopia; the name of the third River 15} : 
Hiddekel, and which gocth cowards an 
the 


The 


fourth Raycr is Euphrates. ' 


—— 


: a] 
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there builds a City for his ſecurity , and 
calls it-Enoch, after the name of his firſt 
Son: Upon the Ruins of this City it 
may be preſumed that the Town of 
Suſan .was afterwards built, as being i- 
. | tuate near Eden, Weſtward of the Moun- 
tains of Argrat, and upon the Riyer 
Euleus, called Vac, where Cain was pal- 
pably ſtopt in his flight from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord , as not being able to 
paſs over,this Riyer: Els 
Men .ncreafing more and more in|- 
Wickedneſs, were at Jaſt overtaken by 
Divine Vengeance, in the Year of the 
World 1656, by the Deluge, which 
a . | Garden of Pleaſure, had the free uſe.of | |drown'd' all living Creatures upon the 
© - | all rings, except the Tree 'of Knowledge! | face of the Earth, except Noah and his 
| -| of Good and Evil, Gen-2.17. which was| jFamily, and thoſe Creatures which: God 
{tri&tly forbidden them by God, telling ] cauſed to be taken into the Ark, for the 
'them, That in the day they cat thercof|20 repleniſhing the ſecond World. This 
they ſhould dyc the death : But the Devil] | Ark having floated up and down on the 
|envying'the happy condition of Man ,| | Waters (above the higheſt tops of Moun- 
tlirs up the Serpent to tempt Eve his] |tains) for the ſpace of about five Mpnths, 
| Wite, to tait! che Fruit of the. Tree of | |it pleaſed the Lord to let it reſt ar laſt 
| upon the Mountains of Ararat ; and 


Good and Evil; telling her, chart they | 
ihould nor dye,but that their Eyes ſhould | jatter that the Waters were ſunk, and re- 
tired (into their proper place, Faithful z 


be opened, and that they ſhould be as 


__—_— 


TAI Of the Terreſtrial Paradice. - | 
| The Ezphrates takes its ſource from 
the Mochian or Caſpian Mountains, ſituate 
1n Armenia the Great: The Hiddekel begins 
|  1:ts courſe from a certain Lake- ſeated 
8 {ar the. firſt riſing of Mont Ararat, Thelſe| 
4” |ewo Streams fall down together, and joyn 
|... |1n Piſon at he Uibpch-erd] of the Garder, 
= \* [which having waſhr, they ſeparate again 
| © | atthe bottom thereof , where the more 
_ | Faſtern part retamns the name, and the|! 
145 | more Welſternly part 1s called Gzhop ; 
| hence they .run rowards the Perſian Sea,| 
into which they difſimbogue or empty 
themſelves. | 
Our Firft Parents bcing placed in this 


\ "/ .*% 2 bY, 
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þ | ; Gods. With, theſe ſly Enticements and Noah (and all that were with him in the 
hi © | Lyes of the Serpent, Eve. was prevailed | | Ark) went out , and betook themſfeclyes 
: ; with to cat thereof, and gave it to Adam Zolto the Eaſt of the River Hiddekel, from 


to car alſo, who was alfo infatuared ro| {whence the Poſterity of Noah diſperft 


' tranſereſs God's Command, and fo fell |themſclves Eaſt and Weſt, denominating 
by their Diſobedience into Sim and | |from their Names the ſeveral Countries 
Deſhufiin, fand were driven out of | Iwhere they rook up their habitations ; 
- | Parailice, and condemned to gct their |. [and therefore we can do no leſs than 

> | Living by the {wear of their Brows; and | [|adjoyn here their Genealogy, forthe better | 
Es ' {tor their Tranfgreition che Earth was| jadjuſling the Names ot the Countries| 
| accurſt, and caufcd it ro abound with| ifer dowa in the Map, with thoſe of the 
' / horns ana 7 bijlles. + *|[ſeveral Families; and making out the} 
| After this, they had their habitation olmore diſtinctly where each of-the De- 


— —_— a nk. Hr 


; on the Falt of Paradice in the Land of 
' Ned, which was alfocalled Szſtara, and 
| at this day Szſan ; where they employed 


ſccadents of this Patriarch planted them- 
ſe]ves, and inhabited with their Famlies, 
according. to what we-find 1n Scripture, 


' their time in Tilling and Cultvanng the | land the Annotations upon It. - | 
Earth;and had two Sons,thecldeit named | | Noah had three Sons, Shem, Ham (or 
Cain, who was a Tiller of the Earth;| |Cham) and Faphet The Children of 
and the Younger named Abel, who wasa} |Shem had for their Portion, the more 
Keeper of Sheep, and murthered by his| |Southern part of Aſia and America; the 
{Brother Catzr, 'as being tranſported] |Poſterity of Ham had for their Portion 
» | with hatred againft him. Cain bcing 59 the Land of Canaan, Arabia, Egypt, and 
| feverely reproved , and accurit by God| [all Africa; and the Cluldren of Faphet 
f tor this bloody Crime, and being con-| |had Ezrope, with the North parts of Afiz 
'yinc'd of the heinoutnefs thereot, falls | | and America. . OD ut 
neo ercatdeſpair and perplexity of Mind, | The Sons of Shem were Elam', Aſur, 
:nd tearing leſt every one thatmet bum Arpbaxad, Lad;and Aram. Elam was the 
ould kill him; gocs forth from the pre-! | Father of the Elamites, that is, of the 
fer.cc of God intothe Land of Nod, and} | Inhabitants of the Lands of S»ſtana, Ely 
| | | ' ma, 
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| Neſtorian Patriarch, where are founded 
fifteen Chriſtian Churches : :-Ic is encloſed 


| Heber had two Sons, Pelig and oktan ; 


| Hazo, Puldas, and Bethuel, who was the 
Father of Leben and Rebecca; and from} : 


| on in Meſopotamia, on the. River 


__ 


mais, and Perſia , Dan. 8. 2. where the 
Prophet ſaith, chat Sſa, or Suſari, ſeated 
on the River V/ai, is a City in the'Lands 
of Elan; where (according to Strabo) the 
'Perfian Monarchs kept their Courts, as 
being the Imperial City of the ſecond 
Monarchy, and was reckoned fifteen 
Tralian Miles in Circuit. 4 

From Aſur, the Aſyrians were deſcend- 


= 


a City of great Fame, firſt buile.by Nim- 
70d, and afterwards ſo enlarged by ſeveral 
ſucceeding o Kings, that it became at laſt 
to exceed Babylon, as well in Jargenefs as 
otherwiſe, its Walls being in circuit fixty| 
Miles, in height about 33 Yards, and 1n 
breadth about 24; for 1ts defence” were 
on the Walls 1500 Tarrets or Towers. 
To this City the Lord ſent. Jozah the 


but afterwards (for their Sins) it was de- 


of note for being the reſidence of: the 


with a Wall, and 1 Is the. reſidence of a 
Baſha. | 


lonians and Chaldeans, called Caſdim, who 
was the Father of Selah, and he of Heber, 
who gave name to the Hebrews ; this 


Peleg, becauſe 1 in his ume the World was 


begat Rehu; of Rehu , Serug; of Serug, 


Nahor ; of Nahor. [ hare : and of 7, hare, 
Abram, Nachor, and Swe + and Mimi 


ſprang Vz, Buz, Chemuel, Aram, Cheſed, 


 Haram ſprang Lot. Joktan , Arphaxad's 
ſecond Son had a large Ifſue,viz. Almodad, 
Saleph, Hazermaveth,Ferah,Hadoram,Uzal, 
Diklah, Obal, Abimael, Sheba, Ophir, Ha- 


from Meſhah to Sephar, as is mentioned 
Geneſis 10. 25. divers of the Learned 


underſtand by Meſhah the Hill Maſur, 
Aman : J and by Sephbar,the City Sipphara, 


uphrates.- Burt there is more ground to 
believe,that their habitations were from 
the Riyer Tygris towards theEaſt, to the 


"= 


 |ſtroyed by Aftyages King of the Medes,] 
|out of whoſe Ruins was built Moſ#/, the 
chief City of Afyria,ſcated on the 7ygris,| 


vilab,and Fobab: Thelc ſpread themſelves}. 


cd, whoſe chief City was Nineveh, once[10 


divided into Colonies : Of Peleg was : 


—— 


which is a part of the Mountains of | 


| 


Prophet, to Preach Repentance 1 cothem; 5129] 


| nevertheleſs, 'Elanr's Polteriry inhabited 
alſo between the Borders of thelc Jarge| 


[Lands ; for the Land of Havilah bot- 


|their Voyage in Three years time, 1 King. 


From Arphaxad deſcended the Baby-130 


O 


I Zobe, Aram Nakor aw, that 1s, Aram be- 
| had Iſaac, and Iſaac, Faceb. From Nachor 4.0 


— — 


fartheſt x of he Eaſt Tallis x, 3, yr 


SO 


ders towards the Wcſt, on the Spring- 


[head of che River Piſor, which isan Arm a 
of the Tygris : And Ophir, the Brother of 


Havilah 1s reckon'd to be the Father of 
the Inhabitants of Pegu, Sian, and Aurea 


Cherſoneſus, or the Golden. Peninſula, where 


ſtands the City of Malacca, a place of} 
great Reſort and Trade, occaſioned by 
its commodious ſituation on the River 
Gaza, and 1s a very large City. 
From the Land of Ophir , Solomon's 
Ships brought Gold, Precious Stones, and 
other rich Commoditics , performing 


9. 26. and 10. 12, 22. For this Reaſon} 


Benedifus Arius Montanus underſtands by $ 
*|Sephar, and the Mountains towards the] 


Eaſt, the Land and Mountains of Per ; 
and faith , Thar the Gold that covered 
Solomon's Temple was therefore called, 
Gold of Peraim. Alſo the name of t| 

Land of Fucatan, which lies been 
Mexico and the Iſland of Haiti, other-| 


cries in Afta Minor. 
From Aram ſprang the Syrians, as alſo 


vinces, are 11 Scripture called the Land 
of Aram; alcho they are diſtinguiſhed 
by [cyeral Names, as Aram Damaſci, Aram 


tween the two Rivers. Euphrates and Ty Yo 


Anceſtor of the C xlo-S Jr1ans, Or Inhabi4 ; 
rants of Trachgniris, or ſore other People| 
bordering upon Idumea ; -and of this 
Country was cb, Job-11. From Hull arc} 
deſcended the Inhabitants of Palmyrene, 
or Armenia ; From Gether deſcended: the 


 |Badtrians, or tlioſe of Apamea ;; And fro 


[Maſh deſcended the People of Pieriah | | 


Comagena, and C. yreſlica ; __ allot cox 


him My/ra. 


Cuſh, from whom Arabia the TEE 8 
ang 
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thoſe of Meſopotamia and Armenia. Theſe]: 
great Kingdoms, and their particular Pro= 
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gris, which Lands the Grecks call Meſopo4 
tamia, 2 Sam.8.3,5, © 10. The Childfenf ; 
of Aram are Vz, who is thought to hav : 
builc che City of Damaſcus, he was the 


{wiſe called :Spanicl2, ſounds very like] : 
| 7oktan, who was Ophir's Father. IF 
From Lid, another of Shem's Sohs,| : 
deſcended the [ Lydians, and other Coun- 5 


A Yoke 
, 


Noah's ſecond Son, Has, had, lie | 
(uſb, Mizraim, Put, and C wnagh, . | 


» 
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Of the Terreſtrial Paradice. 
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+ Iche Edomites, and the Iſraelites, and by 


*  |che Happy that borders on the Perſian! 


\ | gathered by the Merchandize mentioned! 


1Shebacame the Queen of Saba, or Sheba, 


| /thoſe of Arabia the Happy, [1 
|: Mizraim, from whom are deſcended; 


| Lydians of Mauritania; Hananim , the 
Inhabitants of Marmarica and Cyreneans ; 


\ | of Pathros, and the adjacent parts in 


 'coming from India; and the Caphtorins, 
[other adjacent Countries ) from theſe 


| [People are deſcended the Philiftins and 
|Caphtorins, Gen.-10. 14. and 32. 3. Deut. 


_ |where there is a River that bears that 


and the Defart, was originally denomi- 
nared. Theſe Countries were afterwards 
[overcome by the Poſterities of Abraham, 


them poſleſſed. The eldeſt Son of Cuſb 
was Nimrod: the great Hunter , and the 
firſt Tyrant in the World; he began his} 
Reign in Babylon, built Niniveh, Gen. 
Chap. 10. he was the: Father. of Sheba; 


THavila, Subta, Rama, and Subtecha; from|1o 


Sheba are deſcended- the Dwellers of 
Arabia the Stony and Defart, as alſo the 
Sabeans; from Havila, not him of thej- 
fame name before-mentioned amongſt 
the Children of Foktar of the Race of 
Shem, Gen.10.25. for he is thought to 
have poſleſt the Golden Cherſoneſes to- 
wards the Ganges ; whereas this had for; 
his Lot Guinea in Africa, both the one| 


chere was ſometime a City called Sab- 
botha. From 'Rama were deſcended: the! 
People that inhabir char part of Arabia| 


Sea, where Ptolomy places the City of| 
Rhegama : The Sons of Rame were Sheba, 
the Father of the Ethiopzans and the 
Original of the 7roglodyres, as may be! 
1h Ezekiel 27. 15. and 38. 13. and from 
co King Solomon, 1 Kings 10.1. And here 


Reigned the mighty Queen Candaces , _ 
Afts 8. 27. And from Sabreca deſcended! 


(beſide the Egyptians, who in Scripturei49 
bear that name) thoſe of Ludim, or the 


| Lehabim, the Pcople: of Lybia ; Napthu-| 
him, thoſe of Numidia; Pathruſim, thoſe; 


| Egypt 3 Caſlubin, the Inhabitants of Caſ- 
Potes , lying in the Entrance of Egypt 


(chat is, the Inhabitants of Siewr and|50 


Put, who poſkc(t that part of Lydia 


Name; and alſo Numidia, and other 


[ 
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 |tanta, and Africathe Lels, are now called} - 


[thoſe Lands farther Southwards are cal- 


the other Havila, abounding in Gold.'29 
*|From'Sabtah. were deſcended the'Inha- 
bitants of Arabia the Happy , where 


| Meſec, and Tiras. 


' Abyſſins : And Dedan, who was the;30 


|mark. | 


| the Zolians, and the Inhabitants of the| 
Peloponeſus, now called the Morea, Ezck.| 


ountrics towards the South of Mawrt- 
Barbary, Numidia, and Biledulgerid; and 


led Azamaga, Gualata , Euinea, or the 
Land of -the Negroes. Foo” 
Canaan, from whom deſcended tliej 
Canaanites; the Sidonites, ſo called from 
Sidon the eldeſt Son of Candan; the Hir- 
tites, Jebuſites, Emorites; Girgaſites, Hi- 
_ _— Simites, Aradites, Zemarites, 
and the Hamathites; and their Countries 
extended from Sidon unto Gaza, Gor. 
Gen.10.19. but almoſt all this Land of 
Canaan was (for the many grievous Sins 
of its Inhabitants) by God's Command, 
given for an Inheritance to the Sced of 
Abrahams : SS | 
| Noah's third Son was Japhet, who had| 
Ifue Gomer, Magog, Madai, Favan, Tubal,| 


Gomer, Whoſe Off-ſprigg inhabited to 
the North of Afia Minor ,) were Askenas, 
the Father of the' Inhabitants of Pontus 
and Bithinia, .they were called Aſcanians, 
and held by the Scribes to be the Father 
of the Germans and French. Riphat, the| 
Original of the Findlanders, Laplanders,| 
and the Inhabitants of Condora, Obdora, 
and Jorgoria ; where are the Hills of 
Riphai, called by the Inhabitants the 
Girdle of the World; and Togarma, 
from whom are derived ( according to 
ſome) the Capadocians, according to; 
others the Armenians, and according to 
cthers thoſe of Sweden, Norway, and Den-| 


Magog, the Father of the Scythians and! 
Tartars. Bn dns 
Madai , the Father of the Medes , 
2 Kings 17.6. Foſhua 13. 17. Fer.25. 25. 
Dan.5.28.and 6.1. and 8.20. | 
7avan, the Father of the Greeks, .moſt 
eſpecially from him firſt called Ioniars ; 
his Sons: were Eliſa, from whom ſprang 


37.7. Tarſis, from whom deſcended the| 
Spaniards, others ſay the Cilicians, wholſc| 
Capital City was 7 arſus , the Birth-place| 
of S. Paul. Kittim, who according toi 
Scripture are thoſe of Cyprus, Macedonia, 
and Italy. Dodanim, from whom came 
the Dorians, comprehending thoſe of| 
Caria, Rhodes, and Sicily; or (as others 
will have it) the ancient Gaz/ls, inhabiting 
along the Riycr Rhine. 12: 
| , Tubal 
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 Tubal,from whom deſcended the Iberi- | 
1s, Albanians and(ſome'ſay)the Spaniards. 
Meſec,the Father of the Myſzans, or the | 
ſcovites,Poles,and other People that uſe 
he Sclavonian Language. 
Firas, from whom came t 
and the 7 urks. | 
The Blefling which Noah gave to Faphet 
came upon him, when he faid, God ſpread 


he Thracians, 


ot 


forth Japher, and let him dwell in. the Tents 
f Shem, and /et Canaan be his Servant. 

hich Bleſling 1s accompliſhed, God 
giving him theg\rdand fourth Monarchy | 
the World. «©; 
The firſt Deſcendents of Noah and his! 
three Sons, having but one Language 
ſpoken amongſt them,undertook to build 
a Tower whoſe Top ſhould reach to Hea- 


[together from this City and came to/ 


|their Dwelling berween Beth-eland Hai ; 
| but that Cozntry being not large enough! 


en; Which the Lord being offended with, 


ent a Confuſion of Languages amonglti20 


them, ſo that-they were conſtrained (as| 

ot underſtanding one another, to quit 
their deſign; infomuch that the Name of 
chat place was called Babe/, becauſe the! 
Lord did here confound their Language, 
nd from hence diſperſt chem into all: 
arts of the Earth, Gen.1 149. 
 Notfar from this Babel is the City of 
Ur, the Dwelling-place of 7ergh, or 7 are, 
who was the Father of Abraham, and!3 
Grandfather of Lot, who all departed; 


Haran, where Terah died, Gen. 1 1. 31.and!; 


[ſoon after that Abram (according to the! 
Commandmentof God)departed with his 


Nephew Lot, and came into the Land of 
Canaan, Sojourning about Sichem , near 
the Plain or Foreſt of Moreh. Not long; 
after he removed from thence, and pitch-! 


where he built an Altar, and called on the! 


|Name of the Lord,Gen. 1 2.8.From thence! 
{hedrew Southwards, and by reaſon of a' 
| Famine that afflicted thoſe Parts, went! 

[down into Egypr'; but ſoon departed,and' 
[went into Canaan vcry rich 1n Cattel, Gold 


and Silver, Gen: 13.3. and again took up! 


1 


[ 


[for him.and his Nephew,by reaſon of the|s 


abundance of their Cattle, they ſeparated! 
from cach other; Lot chuſing the Vale 
of Siddim along the River Fordar,pitching| 


Abram went and dwelt near Hebron, in the| 
Plains of Mamre,Gen. 13.18. Hereit was; 


| thar//brzael was Born to hum of his Hand-' 


IO 


ed his Tents ibetween Beth-el and Hai, (49 


his Tents as far as Sodom, Gen. 13.12. and|- 


aid ; Iſaac is promiſed , and lis Name 
ichanged from Abram to Abraham, Gen. 16.|* 
r7.Thence Abraham drawing Southward,] | 
the-planted himſelf berweerr Kadefſh and 
hur', and Sojourncd as a Stranger In]. 
Gerar, Gen.20.1, Wy 

At Gerar, Abraham received a Command! 
from God, to ſacrifice his Son Iſaac. upon 
one of the. Mountains of Moriah; but 
God having hereby made ſufficient proot 
of his Faith and Obedience, hindred the] © 
execution thereof, and promiſed him his] : 
Benedifion, and provides a Ram for a 
Burnt-offering inſtead of Tſaac. From) © 
thence Abraham gocs and inhabits at Beer- 
ſheba, Gen.22.19. thence to Kirjath-Arba, 
which is Hebron, where his Wite Sarah 
Died, and was Buryed in the Cave of 
Machpelah,over againtt Mamre,Gen.2 3.19. 
After this, Abraham taking an Oath of 
\Fidelity of his Servant ſent him to Nahor 
(in Meſopotamia, to ſeck from amongſt 
thoſe of his Kindred a Wite for his own}: 
|Son Iſaac, 'who obtained Rebecca (the; 
Daughter of Bethzel)arid brings her into 
Canaan; where Iſaac met her near the 
| Well Laharot, which is about a League} 
:diſtant from his Abode, Gen. 24: = 
\ Abrabamat 175 years of Age dics,and} 
0:15 buried (by his Sons Tſaac and Iſhmael); 
10 the Cayce of Machpelah, near Sarah hisj 
Wife. - Iſaac having till then made his} 
'Abode in the Valley of Gerar, return'dto} 
' Beerſbeba; but the Children of 1{hmael;: 
|(being Twelve Princes ) pofleſt the Land}: 
of the Defart of Shur,and extended as far} 
as Havilah,Gen. 25. 18. This large extent} 
of Ground was extream barren,and there-/ 
fore called Arabia Deſerta , and was firſtt 
poſleſt by the Clyldren of Caſb,who were; 
drove out by the Polterity of Iſhmael, * 
' Taachad two Sons and Twins, Eſau and} 
Facob; and Facob(who was the youngeſt) 
by his Subntlrcy and Artifice deprived! 
' Eſau of his Birth-right for a Meſs! off 
 Potage, and alſo of his Father's Benedi4 
fion, whereupon Eſau ſought to kill him | 
but by the Counſel of his Parents he} 
,retired to Padan-Aram, unto Laban |his| 
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o, Mothers Brother,and Travelling by Night 
'took up his Lodging in the Fields near} 
Luz, gathering up Stones for his Pillow,) 
and lay down to ſkep thereon, and then 
he Dreamed, or had a Viſion of a Ladder,] 
whoſe Top reached up to Heaven,and the: 
Angels of the Lord aſcending and deſcend- 
ing: Here he received the Pronuſe of God, 

1. and; 
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| | Stone of which he had made his Pillow, 


| rowards the People of the Eaſt, where he 
met Rachel, the Daughter of his Uncle| 
| Laban, near Haran, and declares to her 


| of Labar's Sons,burt of himſelf alſo,upon 


and for a Memorial he rcared up the 


and ponred 7” on it, and called the 
name of the place Bethel, Gen. 27. From 
thence in- the Morning he- Travelled 


his Afhruity ; who ſtraitway runs to her 
Father, and informs him thereof ; who 
came out to meet him,and kindly receives 
him, Ger. 29. 13. Jacob ſerved Laban 
20 years, as well for his two Daughters 
which he had Married, as for the Sallary 


proved, procured him the Envy not only 


agreed on berwcen them ; which by the| 
Meſfing of God being wonderfully im-} 


- jcame againſt him with 4oo Men, never- 


I 


 |Bethel, and there built an Altar unto the! 


_ - Here he met his Brother Eſau, who] 


theleſs they Embraced each other, and 


[parted Friendly, Eſaz to his Dwcllings 6 


in the Mountain Seir, and Jacob paſſin | 
the River Jordan went from Succoth, ws | 
took his Habitation near Sichem in 
Canaan; and after the Murther of the 
Sichemites., upon. the account of his 
Daughter Dinah, Gen. 34. he came ro} 


Lord, From hence he adyanced rowards 


. | Epbrath,which is Bethhthem , 'and within 


which he reſolved to get privately away, 
and retire into Canaan with his Flocks and; 
his Family; and having palt the Euphrates; 
in that tra&t of Way as is ſet down in. the 
Map,Number 1 8,and kept on his Journey] 
as far as Mount Gilead, he was-overtakeni 


£ 


purſued him : But Laban being admo-! 
niſh'd from Heaven, not co hurt Facob, 
he dealt kindly with him, and a _ 


League andCovenant was made between 
them; and here they raisd a Heap © 
Stones in Memorial of the Covenant,and 
called the name thereof Gilead, and 
Mizpah, Gen.3.1. and from thence Laban 


- ! returned home 1n peace. 


' Facob having in an Amicable mann 


Rf 
. taken leave of his Fon 


ing forward of his Journey,meets tw 


Oo 
| Floſs of Angels appointed for his Safe 


guard, and named the place Mahanaird, 


and afterwards there builds a Town of 40 


the lame Name. From hence Facob an 
all his Family paſs over the Ford of th 
Brook Fabbock,, Gen. 32.22. And here i 
was that —_ wreſtled with God, wa 
again Blefled of him, and obtained the 
Name of Iſrael, wherefore he called thej 
name of the place Peniel, Gen. 32. 


in the ſeventh Day ' by Laban , who; 


ia lictle way of the Place Rachel dicd| 
iwith hard Labour of her Son Benjamin, | 
;and was there Burycd,, Gen. 35. 19. and]! 
148. 7. Ifrael parting thence, he pitcherh; - 
his Tents towards the Tower of Heder ,, 
{from thence he goes to Vilit his Father: 


20 Iſaac in Manre, at the City of Arkak, 


| 


x 
4 


4 Invited by his Son Fsſeph, goes into: 
39 
and - entertains him with 


ſite to be ſaid, for the underſtanding and 
uſc of this Map. = 


(Gen. 35. 0 
| . Tſaac being 180 years old, dyes, and his 

i two Sons (Eſaz and Facob) Bury him by. | 
his Father Abraham, in the Cave or! 

Sepulchre of Machpelah. 20 | 
| Iſrael being compelled by Famine , 
which ſore raged inthe Land, and being! 


F 
k 


Egypt, that is, the Land of Ham, where: 
Foſeph receives him with Joy and Duty ;| 
IT reat Kind: 


; Family, which were 70 Perſons, (with; 
| 


|bcing very Old, died here, and 


the conſent of Pharach) the Land © 
Goſhen for an Habitation. ' And Iſrael 
was; 
carricd by his Son Foſeph, and the reſt of 
his Brethren, together with a great Train! 
of Egyptians, very Magnificently into: 
the Land of Canaan, and Burycd in the; © 
Sepulchre of his Father and Grand-; 
father at Machpelah, as aforcſaid , Gen.; 
$12 


And thisis the Sum of what is requi-| 
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HIS Bock is called G E- 
NESIS, which word in 
Greek - ſignifies mn 

| tion, Original, Birth , 

/ | Genealogy ; becauſe in it 

| are ſet down the Beginning of all things, | 

( which may be called their Generation , 

| Gen. 2. 4. ) whether Viſible or Inviſible; 

which GOD in the beginning created out 


larly that of Man, adorned with the Image' 
of God , and made his Lieutenant upon! 
Earth, to govern his Creatures , and 
placed in Paradicc, to live there happy: 
and content; and to enjoy eternally ( ini 
Caſe of his perſevering in Obedience ) the' 
felicity of that Life, whereof he had ani 
<p gp Pledge given him in the Tree of| 
= : = 


Obſervation of the Sabbath, as alſo the 
firſt Inflitution of Holy Marriage. Here| 
we find the beginning of Sin , of Death, 
and all fort of Miſeries ,- which like ai: 
Deluge. have overflown all Mankind , by: 
the * Diſobedience of Adam and Eve, in 
Eating the Forbidden Fruit. Here wet 
find alſo the firſt Promiſe of Grace and' 
| Redemption, by the Seed of - the Woman, ! 


n 
a a —__ 4 - , FI 
ibs, A< oooe— _ DEC nn _ 1 


to bruiſe the Head of the Serpent (who\ 
had Tempted Man 10 this Tranſgreſſion) 10, 
aboliſh Sin and Death, and to reſtore to} 
=y the loſt Blefſing of Righteouſneſs and | 
Life: - :5- Do | | 
IWe find alſo in this Book,, the Beginning \ 
the Doftrine of Salvation, of _ True! 


of 


Religion, and the Pure Worlhip of God,} - 


which was eſtabliſhed by this Firſt Promiſe ;? 


of Nothing, by his Word, and particu-j3® and conſequently of the Ehurch , not only? . 


\carefully gathered by the Miniſtry of Adam,' 


'Abel, Sech, Enoch, Noah, and Others}. 


ibut alſo graciouſly preſerved by God until) 
Noah. = : 
| 


Moreover , in this Book we meet with! | 
Original of the Apoftlate Race of Cain, . 

| who ſeparated themſelves from the Holy: 

'People, by their Renouncing the Truth, ' 


| 
|the 


; corrupting the Worſhip of God, and. 


Here the faſt Reafon 3s given of the|20' Contempt of Godlineſs; and-laſtly, by the 


' + Enormity of their Abominable Crimes ,| 


\ drew down upon themſelves the Judgment.  - 
of the Flood, from which Noah only (and|- 


bis Famuly) eſcaped. : 2 
i We find here alſo the Beginning of the. 


' [Worlds Reſtauration, after the ſevere} 
\Zudgment of the Dcluge ; the Original of | 
Nations ; the Firſt Promiſe of the C —_ 
| e'W 1of the Gentiles z the Beginning of the Firſt J 
whom God would ſend of- his meer Mercy, 3o\Monaxchy ; the Confufton of Languages 
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his principal Aim was, to ſet forth the 


proceeding from the ſmall Number of Noahs 


Family, and afterwards continuing for ſome 
into Idolatry ; and. ths Melchifedek an, 
_  [Church, yer it pleaſed God, to Selef 
[amongſt all the Poſterity of Shem , to 


and to ſantlifie and conſecrate them 10 
himſelf. | - | 
| To this purpoſe, of his meer Mercy be 

|Choſe Abraham and his Poſterity, having 


| | where he _ Idols, to go to Canaan; 
promiſing him ( amongſt . other Bleſſings )) 
To pry Meſhah lt be Born 
Seed, and making a Covenant with him, 
Ratiſying it by the Mark of Circumciſion. 
After which I{aac was Born to him, in whom 
his Seed was to be Called-; and not in 
Iſhmacl, who was born to him by Hagar, 


"4 


or the Children Born to him by Keturah, 
after Sarahs Death. Notwithſtanding this, 
'God Commands him to offer up his own Son, 
and the God did not ſuffer him to effett it | 


|yet he ſhewed bis perfeft Obedience , which 
[was recompenced by a Renewing of the 
Former Promiſes made to him. 
: from Iſaac, the Inheritance of the Pro- 


+ 

a . « 
y . 

f , 


{andthe Firſt Genealogy ; in which Moſes | 


Re-eflabliſhment of the Church , which| 
py Ratified to bim by his Father's Bleſſing, 


time in that of Shem , fell at laft totally 
_ '[Sors. 
| Family tm himſelf, ndintgined them in the 


his Family were ſome Remains of the, . 
one particular Farily for himſelf , from| 1 


diftinguiſh them from all other Pcoplc ,| 


| Nor but that many human Infirmities, 
Called him to leave Ur of the Chaldeans,| 


|zrue and ſerious Repentance. 


| [divers Rencounters of Abraham and Iaac 
1in Canaan, in Egypt, and in Gerar,as well 


| {whoſe Death is recited in this Book , end 
[Three hundred Tears. 


[ſe paſſed to Jacob , to whom the Birth- 
Right was defignd by God, as well as $01 
to him by his Elder Brother .Efau, and 


From Jacob it paſſed to his Poſterity, as 
appears by his Prophetical Bleſſing of his 
And God having Choſen this 


Truth of his Doctrine, and Purity of his| 
Worſhip, governed them by his Word and 
Spirit, protefled them againſt their Enc- 
mies , exerciſed them with many Aﬀidti- 
ons, comforted them under their Suftcrings|- 
with his ſecret Communications , and 
reſcued them by unexpefed Deliverances : 


appeared ſometimes jn the beſt of them , 
which God graciouſly Pardoned for the ſake 
of the Mcſliah , whom they embraced with 
a true and lively Faith , accompanied with 


| 
Theſe things are very lively repreſented in|. 


as of Jacob and Joleph ip Canaan, Mcg- 
potamia'axd Egypt. And laſt of all they 
died, leaving moſt evident Teſtimonies of 
their Confidence in the Promiſes of God, 
both Temporal and Eternal. The Jaſt of 
them all was Joſeph , who 35 alſo the laſt 


contains the Hiſtory of above 1 wo thouſan 
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and the Firft Genealogy ; in which Moſes 
Ibis principal Aim was, to ſet forth the 
|Re-eftabliſhment of the Church , which 
proceeding from the ſmall Number of Noabhs 


time in that of Shem , fell at laſt totally 


lhis Family were ſome Remains of the 
Church, yer it pleaſed God, 10 Seleft 
[one particular Farily for himſelf , from 


diſtinguiſh them from all cather Pcople, 


himſelf. 

To this purpoſe , of his meer Mercy he 
Choſe Abraham and his Poſterity, having 
|Called him to leave Ur of the Chaldeans, 
where. he = Idols, to go to Canaan; 

romiſing him ( amongſt other Bleſſings ) 
2 As; Meſliah ſhould be Ben of 
Seed, and making a Covenant with him, 
Ratifying it by the Mark of Circamciſ1on. 
After which I{aac was Born to him; in whom 
his Seed was to be Called ; and not in 
Iſhmael, who was born to him by Hagar, 
or the Children Born to him by Keturah, 
 lafter Sarahs Death. Notwithſtanding this, 
'God Commands him to offer up his own Son, 
and tho God did not ſuffer him to effett it ; 
yet he ſhewed his perfefi Obedience , which 


Former Promiſes made to him. 


} 


Family, and afterwards continuing for ſome| 


|into Idolatry'; and tho Melchifedek and 


amongſt all the Poſterity of Shem , tol_ 


and to ſantlifie and conſecrate them 10| 


a true and lively Faith, accompanied with 


| both Temporal and Eternal. The . Jaſt of 


was recompenced by a Renewing of the 


From Iſaac, the Inheritance of the Pro- 


The Conttens of GENESIS. : 
[miſe paſſed to Jacob., to whom the Birth-| 

Right was deſign'd by God, as well as Sold} 

Ito him by. his Elder Brother Eſau, and| 


Ratified to him by his Father's Bleſſing, 
From Jacob it paſſed to his Poſterity, as 
appears by his Prophetical Bleſſing of his 
Sons. 
Family to himſelf, maintained them in the 
Truth of his Doctrine, and Purity of his 
Worſhip, governed them by his Word and 


mies , exerciſed them with many AﬀliQti- 
with his ſecret Communications , and 


Not hut that many human Infirmitics, 
appeared ſometimes jn the. beſt of them , 
which God graciouſly Pardoned for the ſake 
of the Meſliah , whom they embraced with 


true and ſerious Repentance. | 
| Theſe things are very lively repreſented in 


as of Jacob and Joleph in Canaan, Mcſg- 
potamia axd Egypt.. And laſt of. all they 
died, leaving moſt evident Teſtimonies of 
their Confidence in the Promiſes of God , 


them all was Joſeph , who 35 alſo the laſt 
whoſe Death 3s recited in this Book , which 
contains.the Hiſtory of above 1 wo thouſan 

Three bundred Tears. | 


And God having Choſen this| 


Spirit , protefled them againſt their Enc-| - 
ons, comforted them under their Sufferings| 


reſcued them by unexpefted Deliverances :| - 


[divers Rencounters of Abraham and Igacl 
in Canaan, in Egypt, and inGerar,as well; 
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GOD Creates the Heavens and the Earth, and in Six Days doth People 
Hf hs it with all ſorts, of Creatures, 
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Hen GOD went about to 
Create the World, and all 
that therein 1s, 'the- firſt 
thing he began with was, 
Am Medi 1. before NOChIng but a Matter with-| 
Jus Chr 4604 Yr out Form; a confuſed and 
obſcure Chaos, without that excellent 
Beauty,and that admirable Order, which 
afterwards appeared in the World. The 
Scripture tells us, That God finiſhed this 
oreat Work. in Six days. _' + + 
In the Firſt Day after the Creation of 
Heaven and Earth, he commanded that 
there ſhould be Lighr,and chere was Light. 
* The Second Day he made the Firma- | 
ment, which he called Heaven. 
| The Third Day he ſeparated the Dry 
'  ILand from theWaters under the Heaven: 
which he gathered together unto one 
place, the Dry-Land he called Earth, and 
the Waters he called Seas. Then next, God 
commanded the Earth to bring forth all 
ſorts of Herbs yielding Seed,and all ſorts of 
Fruit-T rees yielding Fruit atter their kind, 
whoſe Seed is in it felf,, that they might] 
multiply and.increaſe, each according to 
Its Kind. | 
The Fourth Day, God made thoſe two 


orcat Luminaries-1n the Firmament of thc 


j—_ 


the Night; and to be |{(by their Regular 
Motions) for Signs and for Seaſons, ' and 
for Days and for Years| He made alſo the 
Stars, which he placed likewiſe in the 
Firmament, to (hine1n- the Night ſeaſon., ' 

On the Fifth Day, Ged paſſed from the 
Creation of Inanimate, to that of Living 
Creatures, and it was {in the Waters that 


as were endowed with Life and Motion , 
He produced an infinite multitude of 
Fiſbes of all ſorts, fotms and ſizes; and 
bad them, to Increaſe and Multiply. Imme- 
diately after the Creation of Fiſhes, God 
proceeded to that of Fowls, which were 
alſo created out of the Sea, and the 

ſame Day that Fiſhes were; them alſo 


e 


ICreatures after his kind,Carte/and C reeping 


vo 


Heaven , which we call Sun and Moon 3139 


the Sun to Rule the Day, and the Moon| 1s 1 
\found,but in a conſtant Union with, and 


he began with forming ſuch Creatures, |49 


{1nviolable Fidelity we owe to him; ſo 


 ]but gives grace to the Humble. 
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he commanded, to Mz/riply in the Earth, | 
and would have them fly above the 
Earth 1n the open Firmamenrof Heaven: | 
On the Sixth Day, he commanded the 
Earth likewiſe ro produce the Living 
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things, and Beaſts of the Earth after their |: 
kind. The ſame Day he created Mar alſo, 
which (tho thelaſt) was to be the moſt E/ 
perfect of all his Creatures, and for whoſe |} 
fake all, other Things were created |; 
ſeeing of all the Terreſtrial Creatures, Man | 


P; 


alone 1s capable of the Knowledge and} 
Love of his Creator. | 


Oa the Seventh, G0 D Reſted from his 


[1 

I 
þ 

wa 


; 


[Work, and therefore He conſecrated thats 


Day particularly for 
Service. TE 0 
Indeed, Moſes mentions nothing con-F 
cerning the Creation of Angels; but yer} 
the Ancient Fathers are of Opinion, Thar} 
they were then created when God ſpake} 
theſe words, Let there beLight:AndS. Auſli | | 

accordingly docs take che Separation} 
which God made of Light from Darkneſs,} 
to be nothtng cle than the Separation he} : 
made berwixt Angels and Devils. God; 

dclign'd then to ſhew (1n the very Begin, 
ning of the World, and by the Example] .* 
of tome of. his moſt excellent Creatures,) 
That there 1s no true Happineſs to bg 


His Weorſbip and} 


dependance upon him; and that he 
would calt down from the higheſt Top]. 
of Happineſs and Glory,, into the deepelt 
Pit of Miſery and Shame , thoſe who| 
ungratcfully torgetting | his Benefits, 
ſhould atcribute to chemſelyes that which 
they had received from him : And as he 
hath given us (in his Holy Angels) an 
excellent and everlaſting Model of the 


the dreadful Puniſhment he hath awarded| 
the Dezuls, 1s a ſtanding Monument of 
his averſion againſt Pride, and a never 
to . be forgotten Inſtance of what the 
Scripture ſaith, That God reſiteth the Proud, 
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' JPJozm on Woman; 
'G 0D having Created Man, placed him Tr a ts and Commanded kim. 
| | Not to eat of the Friit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Ewil. 
| A Ecer GOD had Created Heaven , Field; and that (without doubt) accord- 
{” the Earth, and the Sea, and thar | [ing to the ſeycral Nacures and Propertics 

peſere Jeſu cbr; ©O BIVE A Maſter to the World, | [which he had obſerved in them. 
4904 Yew.  Hehad made Man after his own But as Adam was ſtill alone of his kind, 
Image, and breathed into his Neftrils the | |and that there was not found amongſt 
Breath-of Life; He bleſt. him and ſaid,| |all other Creatures, which GOD had 
| | Increaſe and multiply , and repleniſh the| |brought before him, a Help nor a Com- 
Earth: He gave him Soveraignty over| [panion meet for him ; The Lord faid, 
the Fiſb in the Sea, over the Fowls of the| |It is not good for Man 10 be alone, I will 
Air, and over every Beaft and Living |19| make a help meet for him. And the Lord God | 
thing that moveth on theEarth. He placed | {cauſed a deep Sleep to fall upori him ; 
| him in that Paradice, which he had| |and while he flept, He rook one of his 
planted himſelf, and wherein he could| |Ribs, and cloſed up the Fleſh inftcad 
plentifully enjoy all that can be imagined] |thereof ; And the Rib (ſaith Moſes) which 
in 2 Garden moſt delightful to the Eyes, | |the Lord God had taken from Man, made 
and moſt pleaſant to the 7 afte. he a Woman, end breught ber unto the Man. 


||| There was in the nudit of that Para-| |As foon as Adam faw her,he preſently ſaid, 
dice the Tree of Life , and the Tree of| |That ſhe was Bone of his Bone, and Fleſb of 

| | Knowledge of Good and Evil; which Trees| |bis Fleſh * That ſbe ſhould be Called Woman, 
| the Lord God commanded him not to cat|29| becauſe ſhe was taken out of Man ; and that 
of, ſaying, That in the day thou eateſt| |rherefore Man in all future Ages ( from that 
thereof thou ſhalt dye. G O D putting| | time forth) ſhould leave his Father and his 
| Man into that Garden to dreſs it, and ro] | Mother, and cleave unto bis Wife, and be both 
| keep it (faith the Scriptzre) would give| |but one Fleſh. + "Fn | 
him an occaſion to ſhew Iis Fidelity ro] | GOD, gave in the Firſt Adam a 
| | his Maker, and his readineſs to depend] |plain and. ſcnſible repreſentation of all 
| upon him, as his Supreme Mefter and) {chat which ſhould long after befall the 
' only Benefafor : Thereforc after that he] Second: And the Ancient Fathers do tdl 
| gave him a Command molt jalt i it ſelf,|39/us, That the deep Sleep of Adam, was the 

| and moſt cafic ro_be obcy d ; Of every] | Figure of Jeſus Chrift ſleeping upon the: 
| Treeof the Garden (faith Gcd to hum) thox! |Croſs, becauſe it was thenthat the Chanch | 
maiſt freely eat; But of the Tree of Know-| |was formed by Jeſus Chrift; And that the 
| tedge of Good and Evil, thou Jhatt not eat :| |Water and Blood, that iflucd forth trom 
| For in the day that thou eateſt thereof, thox! | his Pierced Side, were the Fountain and 
ſhalt ſurely die. ' © | Spring trom whence our Sacraments d1d 
| Then afterwards the Lord brought - flow. The Divine Bridegroom leaving un 
| | before Adam, every Beaſt of the Field, [ſome manner his Father in Heaven, came 
'and every Fowl of the Air, which he had! | down upon Earth, to joyn himſelf Eter- 
| formed out of the Grownd, to fee (faich| 40 nally ro-his Brideche Church ; and having 
| Moſes) what he would call them; And |madeus worthy to be joyned with him 
whatſoever Adam called every Living Crea-| |by a Spiritual and inexpreflible way of | 
ture, that was the Name thereof 5 And |Marriage; He may now truly {ay ot his 
|Adam pave Names to-all Cattel, and to thei |Church, what Adam {ſaid of Eve, Thatfhe 
' |Fowl of the Air, and to every Beaft of the] | is the Fleſh of bis Flefb, and Bone of bis 
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OF ADAM. 


The Devil makes uſe of the Serpent to tempt Eve,to Eat of the Forbidde 


Fruit : She-eats it, and gives it to Adam to Ext alſo. © 


Dam and Eve had hardly begun to 
A enjoy the Phaſures and Delights of 
1004 Yeutbetre Paradice, but the Devil (who 
Jo cirf., wag alrcady Fallen by Pride, 
and could not conſequently fee withour 
Fry the Fidelity and Happineſs of thoſe 
two Innocent Creatures,'which were more 
obcdient and ſubje&t to. G 0D, tho they 
were Living upon Farth, and in Bodies 
made out of the Earth, than he had 
been -with all the advantages ' of his 
Spiritual Nature , and! of his Living in 
the Preſence of God in Heaven) reſolved to 
 affaujt chem, that ſo! by undoing and 
vitiating them that were to be the Flock 
of Mankind, *he might undo at- once 
cheir wholg@Pofterity. | | 
To that end he madc uſe of the 
Serpent, ( the moſt ſubcil of all Beaſts) 
and ſet upon the Woman, as judging her 
of the two, the moſt likely to be pre- 
vailed upon, and.the mot cafie to be 
drawn intoa complyance; 7ea(faith he 
to the Woman) hath GOD faid, Te ſhall 
not eat of every Tree of theGarden? Now 
Eve, inſtead of ſhutting her Ears to. his 
Seducing words , anſwered him and faid, 
We may eat of the Fruit of all the Trees of 
the Garden ; but of the Fruit of the Tree 
which ts in the midſl of the Gardea, GOD 
hath ſaid, Te ſhall not eat of it, neither ſhall 
ye touch it, left ye die. ' 


him'clf into her Favgur, made nomore 


1he Devil having thus far inſinuated| 


Word) Thar they ſhould not-dye; h 
boldly aſcrib'd the Prohibition of Go 
toa baic Envy : God knows (faith he) tha 
in the day ye eat thereof, that your Eyes ſhal 


Good and Evil, E - ] 
Eve was cafily ſeduced by theſe Pro- 
emiſcs, and then her! looking too long 


| upon the forbidden Frait , did ſoon after| 
bring about the Devils deſign, - and her| 
own deſtruction; for inſtcad of keeping! 


her Eyes off from looking upon the 
Fruit, which was forbidden her, ſhe 


{cruple to aſſure her, (againſt Gods expreſs] - 


— 


2 


be opened; and ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing'4 IT þ. 

| H ſought alſo co be fully perſwaded! 
{Thar the Threatnings of God againf 
\ [Sinners are very true; and fo-we ought 


. |lookt upon itwithddleRtation, and was| - 


— — 
—— 


[well pleaſed to ſee, that it was pleaſant to 


too to the Tafte; ſhe put forth her Hand, | 


|not ſeduced by Satan, but prevatled upon] - 


Q 


Imaketh us obnoxious to Death, an 


[his Children. 
{That we cannot ſufficiently cheriſh and] 
{ro inſpire us with a generous abhorrence|- 
|his firſt Artifices , endeavours {till every 


| Ithatwhich God hath forbidden us. 
lp the Threatnings of God were true, 


the Eye, and ſo phancying that 1t was fa 
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took 1t, and catir. ; 

Thus Sir entred into the World by al 
Woman ;' for after ſhe had caten of that} 
Fruit ſhe gave ſome alſo ro Adam,who was| 


by his Fouolth and Uxorious Complat| 
ſance. He had nor, as the Ancient Fathers| 
do obſerve it, ſo much firmneſs and} 
reſolution in Paradice , as Fob had after-| 
wards upon his Dzrghil; he choſe tof 
diſobey God, rather than to'diſoblige his| 
Wife. Such was the Fall that hath beenj 
ever ſince, and ſhall be to the end of the 
World, the cauſe of ſo many Evi/s and 
Miſeries. This was the Sin which the 
Fathers call unſpeakable in its Greatneſs, 


which killing the Chi/dren 1m the Father, 


Slaves to Satan, cven before weare borng| * 
for the Devil having made Adam his] 
Slave, hach got a juſt Right now over all 


The danger of this deep Wound,ſhew "| 


admire the Grace of him, who 1s come 
among us to Cure it. The continual 
Thanktulneſs we owe to God for it, ought 


againſt all the Temptations of che Devil, 
= remembring always the ſucceſs of 


day to perſwade us on all occaſions, 
that we may innocently and ſafely do 


But as Eve was made ſenſible at lat, 
and the Promiſes of the Devi/ falſe : We| 


- 


to look upon all the falſe Interpretations 


wherewith the Devilendeayoursco fallific 


hem, and fo to fruftrate Gods deſign , as | 

o many malicious and vain Artifices, by | 
hich he till attempcs to deceive. the 
hildres, as he then didtheFather. F 
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| Puniſhment of ADAM. | 


(6 0D Drives Adam and Eve (after their Fall ) out of Paradice , and 
| Places the Cherubims to keep them out. 


- F © TT a 
; - * -- 


T "JE firſt Efle&t which Adam and} |/hall be ro thy Husband , and he ſhall rule 
-| K Eve did feel, as a Conſequence| |orer thee. And unto Adam he ſaid, Becauſe 
: of their unhappy Fall , thou haſt hearkned unto the woice of thy 
Fr, was. to ſee that they| |Wife, and haſt eaten of the Tree, Gc. 
were Naked; they were not ſenſible, or] |Carſed is the ground for thy ſake ,, Therns| 
at. leaſt not aſhamed, of their Nakedneſs,} |and Thiftles ſhall it bring forth to. thee; in| 
las long as they continued in the ftate off |zhe Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, 
© _ |Inmocency, becauſe they were then purej |zi/l thou return-wnto the Ground ; for cut of 
.* [hke Angels, and their Body was perfectly} jt waſt thou taken ; for Duſt thou art, and 
ſubjcEt to the Sozl. It was then 1mme-|10{unto Duſt ſhalt thou return. | 


Before Chrift 4002 Years. 


[diatcly atter their Fall, that they began| |. He madethem alſo Coars of Skins, and 
\ *]robe aſhamed, and to take Fig-Leaves to; {then he faid, Behold the Man is become as 
cover their Nakedneſfs. one of us, to know Good and Evil, Let us 


|As ſoon as they heard afterwards the| [therefore prevert his eating of the Tree of 
 *{Voice of God walking in the Garden,| j|Life, /ſt he live for ever. So the Lord 
. inſtcad of rejoycing at-it, as they had! [drove the- Man out of the Garden of Eden, 
_ .Jalvays done before, they fled from his| |ard placed at rhe Eaſt of it Cherubims, 
Prefence,and hid themſelves amongſt the; [ard a Flaming-Sword, which turned every 
Trees. And God calling Adam ,, ſaying, |way;to keep the Way of the Tree of Life. 
{ Adam, Where art thou? He anſwered and|29} . Thus they were expelled out of that 
ſaid, Hearing thy Voice in the Garden, I was] |Dclicious place, to lament their Sin and 
afraid to appear before thee, becauſe I was| |Miſe:y in 'the other parts of the Earth. 
"1Ned + | 2 In which they ſaw eyery where.the ſad| 
' God having upbraided him with his} effects of their Rebellion ; they*remem- 
Diſobedience, which alone had diſcovered; |bred the Happineſs they were formerly 
A his Nakedneſs to him, he excuſed himſelf, ; jpoſſcſt of ; and being. ſenſible of the 
and accuſed his Wite , 7he Weman (fanth| {Miſery they had brought upon them- 
he) whom thou gaveſt to be with me , ſhe} |ſclves, this Melancholy compariſon of 
gave me of the. [ree, and I did eat. The| jtheir former and preſent condition, which 
Woman being askd why ſhe had done fo, j30{they could make then by their own 
excuſed her {clt in the hke manner, and! jwotul Experience (much better than we 
Caſt the blame of her Sz upon the| {can now) caſt chem into a deep Sorrow. 
Serpent, ſaying,T he Serpent beguiled me,and| The conſideration of ſo many Children 
Idideat. But God admnutring of no fuch| jof whom they were the Martherers,before 
Excuſes for their Vindication 1n vio-| |they were Parents, pierced them to the 
© [lating his Law, did preſently Curſe the; |Heart; fo that it they were the firſt 
| Serpent, the firlt Author of 1t; condem-| - {Authors.of Sin, they were allo the firſt 
[ned limto goon his Belly, and to cat} Patterns of Penitence. 
. Daft; then he foretold him, That becauſe] | All Men are infinitely bcholding to| 
be had deceived the Woman , he would. put i4o| that Saviour, who hath r= a2 the Loſs 
| Enmity between him and the Woman, between| and Prejudice they all ſuftered by Adam's 
his Seed and hers ; and, that her Seed jhould| |Fall,in tuch advantagious a manner, that 
one day bruiſe his Head. "TCE the Charch may now call his Sin, an 
He pronounced afterwards his Sen-| |Zappy and an Uſeful Sin. The Conlide- 
rence” againſt both Adam and Eve; In [ration of this Future, but certain Repa- 
Sorrow ( faith he to the Woman) thou |. [TatiOn,, was the gnly comfort Adam and 
ſbalt bring forth Children, and thy deſire Eve had, oO nutigate their Sorrow and 
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| ſhewed Abel,che more did he hate and ery, 20 
- | him. Then was ſeen the firſt figure, and Re 
| inall Ages of the Charch,viz.That Goed mem {with hisBrothers Blood and to be a Fugitiv 
jand a Vagabond upon the Earth, as long a 


x 
z 
L 


ſuffer their unjuſt Dealings and Perſecutions.) 


; 


: 
; 
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. 
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IV. A 
- - The Murther 
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F"\\Ne of the ſaddeſt Eftetts of Adam's| 


Sin, was the Murcher of Abel. his 
Anne Mund: 128. SON. The Devil nor CONnN- 


before Chrif 3872. rented With the wrong he]. 


had done to Man, by. corrupting his 
Soul, and ſubjecting it to Sin, ſoon gave 
another inſtance of his Malice - againſt 


his Body; for when he faw that Abe/ was] - 
careful of pleaſing God, and of. ſerving| 


: 


him faithfully, he preſently filled the 
Heart of Cain with Envy againſt him. 
Abel being a Shepherd,oftered always 1 
Sacrifice the beſt of his Flocks ; 1o Cain dic 
ſome of his Fruits, as being,an Husband-| 
man: But God perceiving hisMalice again! 
his Brother, had no reſpect to his Sacrifice 
bur rez&ed it ; and on the contrary, wa 
well plcated with Abels; which did fo exaf: 


pcrate Cain, that the more Favbur God 


preſentation of that which was to continu 
Jhould Irve amongſt theWicked, and be forc 416 
God himſelt endeavoured by his Word) 


 tocureCair's Heart, ſoimpoyſon'd with 

| Envy, ſaying, Why art thou in wrath with 

thy Brother ? Why is thy Countenante fallen f 
230 


Why doſt thou pine for grief and vexation 
If thou deft well, ſhalt thou not be actepted 2 


Shalt thou not be rewarded accordingly ?.. 


and if thou doft ill,;Sin (that is the Puniſh- 
ment of thus Sin) /ies at the Door. - Thou 


ſhalt reap what thou ſoweſt, hon | 
| recerivethe Retribution of thine own, an 


J 


not be prejudiced by another mans Works. 


= 


1 


Bur ic 1s with great Reaſon, that i | 


the Word of God proves incffectual upo 


thoſe Souls that are poſſeſt with Enzy ;|4o[1mportant Leſſon, That thi they do not fear} 


and that this Soyeraign Remedy againlt all 


other Diftempers of the Sol, docs rather, 


inflame, than allay the Rage of. this. 


Cains Paſſion againſt his Brother increas'd| 


morcand more,notwithſtanding he could; 


fee mn him nothing bur good; ſo the Wrerch 
diſſcmbling hjs hatred, went to Abel, and 


with all the expreſſions of Kindneſs imagi-| 


nable, deſired him toWalk with him in 


che Fields. Poor Abel meaning,and tearing io 


no hurt, cafily complied with his deſire; | 


for he wasof too good and meek a Nature | 


to ſuſpe&t, that his Brother ſhould hayc 


. \niſhment of Cains ſhedding Innocent Blood, 


fach an Helliſh defign againſt him. 


But as they were both in the Fre/d toge-| * 
her, Cairn roſe up againſt him,and perfidi*| : * 


ouſly Slew him. His rage and fary was 


him ſenſible of the hernouſneſs of his Crime; 
ſo that when God asked him where Abe 

was, he could audaciouſly Anſwer, That he 
knew not,and ſaid, Am I my Brothers keeper ? 
But God having a mind to make the Pu- 


an Example for all tuture Ages,to deter al 
Men from the like Crimes,and to ſhew,tha 
he would always be the Protector of 7z 


ſeverely upbraided Cain with his Crime, 


from the Earth unto me. 


The Lord Condemned him to be E urſe; 
upon the Earth, which his hand had defil 


he ſhould live, putting a Mark on him, c 
the end that thoſe that- ſhould meer hi 


ſhould not flay him : And thus Cain wen 
from the Preſence of the Lord, and dwelt i 


: f 


had Children,and builta Gfty,which hecal Y 
led Enoch, from his Firſt-born Sew. — | 
'The Fathers have always lookt uponj 


that fall as a Sacrifice to the Envy and} 
Malice of their Brethren. They thoughg 
Ir worthy of their Admiration, that Caim 
that was the firſt Child of Adam,ſhould by] 


his Example teach all his Poſterity thi 


God, yet they ought at leaſt to take care, not ta 
imitate the Envy and Hatre$of Cain,by per 
ſecuting or hating their Brethren , ſeeing they 
may commit Murder in their Heart, by Envy 
and. Hatred alone , without embroiling their 


[hands in their Blood. - And if they be of the 


biolenceof a Cain, when he cannot otherwiſe 
' lawfully ſecure himſelf againſt it: | | 
E D 'E 


rrumber of the true Diſciples of Chriſt, they 
mill not fear the being expoſed in this World to 
the perſecution of Men, ſeeing (as S.Gregory: 
Ink; 1t)That that Man refuſeth robe anAbel, 


who will not patiently ſuffer the Hatred and 


L _— bs 2 x " - - 
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Men, and the Avenger of all che Injuricg : 
|done unto them by Wicked Men, he 


ſaying,The Voice of thy Brothers Blood cries 


: _ _ 
OLSON? fool $$, ROI Ste 0 Fab Dk} 


45. 


the Land of Nod , where he took a Wife ,* 


Cain being tranſported with Envy. againſt his Brother Abcl, -enticed hint| © 
into the Fields, and: Slew him. is KY 


| thorand extreme, that even the commit+| ! - 
{ing of this barbarous Murder did not make 


the Death of Abel, as a Type of the Dearhy * 
lof Chrift ,* and of all thoſe Chriſtians; 
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| THE ARK OF NOAH. 
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orld by a Flood ; and to ſave Noah, He Commands him to build an Ark. 


HE fame Evil Spirit which tempt- 

- ed Caintokill his Brother, did nor 
Tam. 1536. bevre 10Ng, delay to defile the 
Civilt 2468. whole World with all ſort: of: 
Wickedneſs and Vice. As Men did mulci- 
iply, ſo did alfo Impiety proportionably 
increaſe upon Earth : Adam was hardly 
dead, : but the wickedneſs of his Children 
grew up to that height, that God could 
- ]no more bear with it. He ſaw with grict 
and indignation, that the Wickedneſs of | - 
Man was great in the Earth , and that 
every Imagination of his Heart (as Moſes 
expreſles 1t) was only evil continually ; 
therefore ſeeing almott nothing remain- 
ing ot - his own Image in that degenerate 
Creature , 'It grieved him at his Heart; 
(faith che Text) that he had made Mar 
on the Earth; becauſe he was diſhonour- 


i - 


{ing and polluting it by his /zces, contrary 
co the frit deſign of : his Creation, which 
was, That he ſhould be the glory and 
chieteſt Ornament of all Zerreſtrral Crea- 
_ JT] BP | 
' | He reſolved then at laſt to deſtroy. 
and extirpate Man from the Face of the! 
Earth, and with him all the Beafts of the 
Fields,and all other Creatures which had. 
been 1nfe&ted (in ſome manner) by the; 
; Contagion of his Sin. HE - 
| Bur yetamidft char univerſal Corrup-! 
tion 'of Mankind, amudit that general| 
Flood of Impiety , there was a Fuft Man 
found that had kept his Innocence, and 
faved himfelt from the Pollution of the 
World ; that Jaft Man was Noah, who 
_. [found Grace 1n the Eyes of the Lord - Ic 
{was he that pacified God s Wrath againſt 
" [the World, and reconcil'd him to Mar. It} - 
{was him God made uſc of (according ro{4 
Scripture) to preſerve Mankind trom an 
entire deſtruction. God then told him, 
That he defign'd ro puniſh the Earth with 
2 general Deluge ; bur yer, that as he had 
obſerved, he had always bcen carctul to 
walk uprightly before him, and to keep 
- [hirnſclt untainted from their Corruption; 
fo he would not haye him involved in 
the ſame Puniſhment with other Mer, but 
would kecp him fate from the Deſtraftioni go 
that was ready to fall upon them. 


GOD bein moved with fnger for the Sins of Man, reſolves to deſtroy the 
t 


| Noab to build an Ark, and withal told him 
|was to hayeo theend thatar the time of 


. [with his Family, and the other Creatwes 


{ſibilicy of the generality of Chriſtians, who 


' | ſevere Zaſlice. 


In the year of the World 1556, and 
before Jeſus Chrift 2448, God ordered 


exactly all the Meaſures and Proportions it 
the Flood he might fave himſclf therein 


which Ged ſhould: ſend unto him. 

|. Noah did all according to the Lord's 
Command. He was'an Hundred years 
about building the Ark; and the ſtupid 
Inſenſibility ofthe Men of that time,who 
borh ſecing the Ark a building, and 
knowing the deſign thereof, yer never 
regarded ro go abour the reforming 
their Vices, and diflolute Manners, is an 
exact Figure and Repreſentation (as our 
Saviour himſelf obſerves it)of the Inſen- 


knowing the Puniſhments God threatneth 
to inflict upon them hercafter, in the 
greac and terrible Day of Judgment,and 
their ſlighting theſe 7 hreatnings, do not 
care to Reform their Lives, ſhall on a! - 
ſudden be ſurprized by God's Vengeance, 
as Men were then by the Flood, | 
| God, who never puniſheth Mer buc! 
with a kind *of regret and reluctancy,} 
gives always ſome tokens and aſſurances; 
of hisMercy,even whzn he is moſt in wrath! 
and anger: Therefore we may diſcern 
here, Thatall his deſign (in fore-warning| - 
Men of their future Ruine ſolong before 
it fell upon them)was only to make chem} 


{prevent it by cheir Reformation. | 


Thus he does (t1]] now adays under the: 
Goſpel, and that more-plainly than eycr; 
he did before, invite Men to Repentance 
by repreſenting unto them the certainty 
and icverity of his Zadgment hereafter 
upon all Impenitent Sinners ; and if Chri- 
ſtians do (hight his Threats and Warnings, 
as Mer did then, the multitude of Offer- 
ders cannot ſecure themſelyes from Gods' 
juſt Pumiſhment. . 09 f | 

The Flood is a plain and dreadfulProof,j 
That God will nat ſparc Wicked. Men, tho; 
all were ſo ; and that after we have long 
neglected the Offers of his. Mercy, he wh 
wy deliver us into the hands af hi 


an——_ ee. Ae 


= 3 3.8 


” F 
« _ 
—_ AAAS 
”" ———O_—————_— þ _ dots wr renee 
2 
. 
Pet "4.185 = OE 7 DIY Fe ra 3 OTIS es er A Gr pw RT” »** 
ESE ADD Ws; Ride DEE Ar RI 


—_—_— 


i — _—_— Er —_—_ ___ 0 4 ——— 
An aeyeMgs outage mr TS 
- 1 
\ 
( 
' by 
% x 
\ 
= 
. pr od TY 247 pee; 
a ET. 3a, ted SPE e 
G 
__ d g 
d. J dd 
=, 
lf 
ZJIY ES 
a ” 
JI 
V 


>” << 


», 
» 


{lil 

| "lit 
—_— 5 
delin; 


®. 


7 


Cr ns A Tyme AER RO 
> 


_— ——— 
0 0 — 


- 


——— \\ = 
== FY 
= | | 
Pl: : 
i D | L 
== 
= : J | 4 


— 9 —— OA. 9 TELE —_— 


' | q 
MIS 97 | 
I = il : 
WT EI | 
| | I | 
| WG 2 
GOO 
WNT 0 


CE I Leeds eoeadww —_— —_— . _ —_ — 
. _ 


i 


4 
\ 


- « 
o - . 
, _ ” on ——— DOS COD TReS En ie ERP nt gs tr core 2 > EE ere —_S_ o_ 
— rt ee LLCs <>. Sn. —— > RS —_— »— on mmenre we We. oe ee 
—_— ——__— KO CTC CT CW CCnCC CR —— * — _ ———— ”— Dh —_ 2 w_ 
— > V9 CODED Ie —_—_ —— — — EEC CO CO OE Cee eee ed aw Cw ww_@____@w—wwww.. Ct 2>—c > FECAL EAGIE Ea nt RPE? PAI Yor” 
CE EI—_ o_—W IWRIeocx >” VOOR  YV VE VV SEES FT Ee Ee rn OE: TOY Oo 4 EST ID AI EE PEO eo Ee GENIE AO OOO eG. - ———— ——— — —w_-__—— 7 oa RX < —— —oIRe oe 5 ea as _ CIR ne 2h bd pe . . 


- 


# #4 7 
FP TETTE 
4 o 
0% I” OY 2 We In 


mc 


— ww oo 
CO GO OI BIRT 


© Baucke. Scul 


f\ 


- 
- 


Wo | Y 
\ | W. FN F N\ \ 
"nh \R L \& 


FP Freman nv. 


OA GAG II AO ITO oy 
BGG AI GG TI ITOITTS, 


pn 
- 


| 
£ 
: 
|» 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


- 


” LE i data 


wes - 
CES. 
CSS 
k , 
\ p 
\ q 
1.92/61 9. OD WEE LY» tay tr EIT WP 99 TS fn 


- 
ar : R 
- 
FECT 
P12 
Fra 
- oo oa rite fret ID 


== & It 


- 
—_— 7 


i WY 
pe [ 


2 Ae GC 


TD —_—_L 


4 17d | 
MILLA 


j 


© SSIS 0s i. 


l, 
Mu 
2 3 


0 


Sn — 
p 


- - - 
FL TT, 


p Y 
\ | 65! 
COLOTIhl RON > 17 Pl 77 cx CR IRAN "I; 
bh. $4 . ) , \ >. $304 » " Fes » , 3 b y : , Ps FF 1,vlih , Y *\ k i » | { ND 
MN NIIRIARt NOI A HMM $000 012 Gta WIR "M» f a, z 00 $0/i1ut NR in Vigh (ik (np! | (| 


4 - w _= —_— vw. wo — © + A IEA IS ooo” n—_ _ — 
WMW_W_ENDDGM_EM_EE_VECOCTEV_P_UOOCOWV_OLS_O_OC_CCOCOOOC__ CCC IS , , _ MDn—_ - - a — 
- 0 ” ds. 
SD . QI o  Y 


i LD. DEE en le ee IR 


7 


— — OO "OS OO RN OB. > PEER CR ZOO OI OOO 


— "Cv - 


_— — —— 


[ 
L 
— 


. 
| 
? 
i 
Il 


| 


———— 


| Mankind) was ancxprefs Figure and Type 


The Deluge, and 


Fl 
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W777 "be whole Earth,and all therein contained 


was drown'd and deſtroyed by the| 


Flood, only the Ark, and 


thoſe thertin, Javed. © 


THen the time was come that God 


fave Mundi 1656, # , - 
before Chriſt 2348- the pollution of Man s Crimes, 


GOD ordered Noah to 


tures that he was to take with him 1nto 
the Ark. | Y 

He Commanded him to take to him- 
ſelf of every clean Beaſt by Sevens, Males 
and Females ; and of every unclean,only 
by Two. Aftcr theſe Orders had been 
executed, Noah entred into the Ark him- 
ſelf, with his three Sons, Sem, Ham, and 
Faphet, with his Wife, and the three Wives 
Jof. his Sons ; and when they were entred, 
the Scripture ſanth , that GO D ſhut them 
in: Which was no ſooner done, bur the 
Waters did break out from Heaven, and 
prevailed upon the Earthhe Lordcauſing) 


| 


'and Forty Nights; and that Rain pour- 
ling down from Heaven in ſuch an abun-j 


. [dance did ſoon overflow and cover th 
[Face of the whole Earth ; nay, the'Scrip+; - 


ture ſaith, that the Waters prevailed fifteen 
Cubits upwards above the higheſt Hills 
and Mountains ; ſo that 1n this Inundation 
all Fleſh ( as the Scripture expreſles it) 
periſhed, both of Men, of Fcwls,ot Beaſts, 


Earth. © 


the Flood, Noah was faved alive in the Ark; 


(him; for the Waters and Storms of the) 
Flood could never prevail againſt it ro 


before derided the Builders and the Build- 
ing of the Ark, began to bewail and to 
accuſe cheir own Folly ; nay,their deſtru- 


/able, did the more afflict them, that they 
had not prevented it when they might. 


this Ark, (wherein Noah and his Family 
was ſavcd from periſhing with the reſt of 


P 


Ps ee rang 


Y had appointed, for the purifying | 
| the Earth by a Flood from | 


provide and| 


carry into the Ark all neceſſary Proviftons,| 
both for himſelf and for all. the Crea-| © 


violent Rain to continue for Forty Days| 


and of every Creeping thing upon the! 


{ Bur as all Living Creatures were thus] 
pcriſhing-and' drowning in the Waters off 


with all thoſe that were therein with]. 


The Ancient Fathers have obſerycd.thati 


IO 


20| | 


-_ 
|hope of all good Chriftians, who expect 


10 


World. 


ling 


&1ion, which was now become unavoid-| 


f the Church, which is the ſole 4r4 


hs = 


wherein we may find a ſure Ref 


: lookt for. The yaſt greatneſs of that! 
Building which was carryed upon the 


Fs 1 


propagation of the Church througho b 
all the World; as alſo the calling and; 


| [gathering of ſo many Nations and People; "It 


differing among themſelves by the diyers; 
ſity of their Ways, Cuſtoms, and Manners ;' 
whom 6G 0 D (who will have all Mcn to' 
be ſaved) would one day gather uptoge- 


[cher,and bring into that Sanftuary,to fave: 


them from the terrible Flood of his' 
Eternal Wrath and Vengeance. i 


Religion : The Water (igmfies our Baptiſm, 
which cleanfeth us from our Sing, as the: 
Flood did purge the World from all its 


[the Croſs of our Saviour, | 
' Meritorious Death upon it, wrought the 
| Redemption of - Mankind fo pe 

this Croſs, this Deah , this SatisfaAion of 
our Saviour, 1s ſtill the ſole Obje&t of the! 


no Salvation, but from the irfinite Merit 
of Chriſt's Croſs and Paſſion. * | 

| Thus GO D was pleaſed to g1VC a figure, 
of his Church in the Ark, which was the 
Inſtrument he made uſe of topreſerve his, 
Servants,and to renew the World. We can! 
never ſhew our ſelves thankful enough to, 


x 


God, for his infinite Mercy in bringing} 


linkit; becauſe the more they increaſed; zg/us into the Arkof his Charch, to fave us, 
upon Earth,the nearer they brought it - 
. THeaven. It was then, that thoſe Mex who 


from the general,and dreadful Flood of, 
Errors and Impicties, which prevail inthe; 
| We may indeed in that Ark (accor | 

co the Ancient Fathers Obſcrvatian) 
be ſubje& to ſome Fears, be obnoxious: 


[to ſome Troubles, Evils,and Scandals ; bur: | 


[however,there is no other Refugeagainlt | 
[God's Vengeance, no other Sanfiuary than 


belong to it, ſhall infallibly periſh in the | 
|Floods of his Mernal Indignati L | 


{ 
| 


e and) - | 
alvation, and- out of which there ig} 
nothing but Deſtrufion and Perdition tot 


aters, and the gathering and mixture! | 
of all forts of Beafts, clean and unclean,' 
{did repreſent and ſignifie the extent and| 


The Wood and the Water do repreſent! | 
|two great Myſterics of our Chriflian; 


Abominations ; and the; Weed lung, | 
Who by his 


rte&tly, that 


| . 
:.4 F 


_\that Ark; ſo. that thoſe that do nar! 
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| A Fterthe Earth had been thus Over- 


| Wife and Children, and all other Creatures 


> oh OO — 


— 


Noah goes out of the Ark, and Offers a Sacrifice to the Lord, which wail 


favourably received. The Lord promiſeth to Drown the Earth no more, 


F -  and_ gives for the Sign of - the Truth of his Promiſe, the Rainbow, 


flow'd, and Drown'd by the Waters 
ore Mundi 1657. before FOT An DUndred and fifty 
Jour Chrift 2347 Yes. Days, God at laſt remem- 
bred Noah,and cycry Living Creature that 
was with him in the Ark; He cauſed a 
great Wind to paſs over the Earth, ſo that 
the Waters did foon abate, and 7 Months 
after (from the firſt Day the Flood began) 
the Ark reſted upon the Mountains of 
Armenia. | 4 
' Noah (4 Months after this) opened the; 
Window of the Ark,and ſent forth a Raven, 
which being in theScriprare ſet forth as the 
figure of a Sinner , did not carc to return 
into the Arkagain : But the Dove, which 
' Noah did alſo ſend forth ſeven Days after, 
having found no Reſting-place, return'd 
unto him into the Ark; and feven Days 
after that, having ſent forth the ſame Dove, |. 
-ſhereturn'd to him in the Evening, and 
brought in her Bill a green Olive-Leaf 
pluckc off the Tree, which was a {ign of 
| Gods being reconciled to the World. 
| Noah, by this green Olive-Leaf, under-} 
ſtood that the Waters were abared ; then 

he removed the covering of the Ark, 
and ſaw that the Waters were dried up 
from off the Face of the Earth : And after 
he had received an Order from God, to; 
go out of the Ark, wherein he had con- 
tinued a whole year,he went out with his 


Ln, 


% 


char were therein. | 
The firſt thing Noah did after his going 
out of the Ark, was to build an Altar 


| 


| an Offcring of every clean Beaſt, and of 
|. yerſal-deſtruction ofthe World. GOD 


| 'He bleſſed Noah and his Children , and' 


*- _ —_— TR 


unto God, and to offer unto him upon it 


every clean Fowl; in thanks of his fayou- 
rable Protection of him anud(t that Uni-! 


accepted of his Offering, and promiſed to} 
Curſe the Earth no more for Mans ſake. 


commanded them to mulciply., and to; | 
repleniſh the Earth : He promiſed them, 
Thar the Fear of them ſhould be upon 
every Beaſt of the Field, and upon every 
Fowlof the Air ; he & 'ery an abſo-| 
lacs Dominion over then?) and over the 


20! But GOD is Faithful co his Promiſes k 


God porreth down 


Fiſhes of the Sea; nay, he gave them 
leave, then to cat the Fleſh, which was] - 
jnever granted to Mar before the Flocd. 
He made an Eternal Covenant with 
Noah and his Children, and eſtabliſh'd the 
Rainbow as the Sign of 1t; to the intenr, 
that when ever 1t ſhould appear in the 
Clouds, he.might remember his Covenant 
with them; and prevent a ſecond Inuada- 
{tion of the Waters over the Earth. He! - 
{hath always remembred it accordingly, 
[and there'was never ſeen (ſince the firſt 
: Flood) any thing like it in the W#rld; tho 
there have often been as many, and as 
'great Crimes committed by Men upon 
'the Earth. Os, 


£ 
i 


;he hatch contented himſelf of havin 
?once exerted yiſibly his terrible Fees 
1n infh&ting that general Puniſhment: 
,upon all Sinzers that were then Living! 
.upon the Earth; to ſkew that it is alway 
1n his power to puniſh Sir, and to extir- 
Pate:Sinners ; tho he ſeldom now inflicts 
any other chan-inviſible Pains, and Tor-! 
'ments upon them. | 71 


o. His Rainbow 1s to us as a Security of 


his Goodneſs to us, and he charges us in 
-his Word to Bleſs and Praiſe him whenever; 
we ſeeir, TE 

But God forbid (faith Ambroſius) that. 
by that Celeſtial Bow,which God eſtabliſb'd 
as the Sign of his Covenant with Men, we 
ſhould only underſtand the Rainbow. od 
1s the Church that this Bow did figure, 
'which is already in ſome manner in the. 


o 


o: Heavens, and (heweth and ſpreads every. 


where upon the Earth, the livelyneſs and 
varicty of its Colours,amid(t the dark and 
black Clouds that ſurround ir. " 

Thoſe bright and lively Coloars (faith' 
that Holy Father ) are the ſeveral Graces 
zpon that Divine; 
Spouſe, who faithfully acknowledges, That 
ſhe receives them all from God, whom: ſhe. 
\adores as her true Sun,that makes her ſhining 


goin the World; It is that Church which is 


'the'True Bow of God's Covenant, and a; 
flanding Sign of bis Reconciliation with the | 
'World. | 7 
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| IF 


HAM Curſed by his Father. 


Han (the Seeand Son of Noah). ſceing bs Father line #1 az Andi ent 
: Poſture, Mocks or Derides him, for which he is Curlcd by him. 


m—_—_—_— 


— — — 


A Fer the Carſeat God: was taken off 

from the Earth, and that Neah and 
his Children began to breath and recover 
chemaſelves,of all the Miſerzes and Dangers 
they had undergone and weathered, by 
God's extraordinary Providence over them; 
there was an Action committed 1n Noah's 
Family , which plainly ſhewed how far 
che Corruption of Man can go, and how 
ineffectual even the conſideration of 
God's moſt dreadful Fudgments proves in 
the reſtraining of it, and-1n making Marx 
wiſe. | | 


been: ſo wonderfully preſerved with him 
11n the Ark to Re-people the World, there 
;was one of them, who having delerved 
the Curſe of his Father,drew alſo the Czrſe 


bation. . 


 !ehe Plood, began to be an Hubandman, 


*-]and that amongſt other Improvements] 


which he-made of the Ground, he planted 
 taVinezard: Butir hapned, that Drinking 

_\of the Wine, without being aware of its 

[1NtOXicAting virtae, he fell into Drunken- 
;neſs ; during which helay in an undecent 
'poſture, having his Body uncovered, and 
ſo expoſed to the Eycs of his Children. 
|\Ham was the firſt of them whoſpicd, his 
\Pather in that condition, and inftead of 


and dutiful Son ſhould have obliged him 


contented thus to Laugh by. himſelf ar 
his Father, but to expoſe him the more, 
1c would alſo have both his Brothers for. 
ompanions of his prophane and unna- 
ural Mirth, and for Complices of his 
. . Crime: So he went out preſently to tell 
- them what he had ſeen. 
| -But Sem and Faphet abominating his 


Iooyer, and he underſtood what had paſt, 
iand knew what his'Sorz had done ; no 
{only condemned his Aion, bur prefent| 


-Of the Three Sans of Nogb, who bad 


of Gead upon himſelf, and inſtead of; 
being the Head of a Holy Race, was the 
' Father of ſo wicked a Poſterity, as was to | 


be the Object of God s Anger and Repro» 


Q 


It is obferved by Moſes, that Noab,after 


Q 


doing that which the diſcretion of a wiſe | 


to do, he expoſed the Shame of his | 
Father, and made it the Subject of his j 


iDerifion and Railery. Nay, he was not þ g|(faith S- Auſtin) is derided and mocked, w 


111 Nature and Praphancs, and withal 
being a(bamed and much congerned to 
ſee their Father thus lying in that immo- 
deſt Poſture, they took a Garment , apd; 
laid it upon both their Shoz/ders, andſo 
went backward and covered his Naked- 
neſs, which their Pious Modeſty did noF 
allow them to look ipon. ' . | 
After Noah's fit of Drunkennefs 


wa 


Curfed his Son Canaan, and foretold 
that he ſhou!d-for ever. be the Servant 0 


on the contrary Sem: and Faphet, an 
promiſed them a happy and numerou 
Pofterity, to continue 1n all Ages of th 
World. | | | 

This Story , which does plainly teac | 


cover their Faults inflead of expoſing them 
zs (according to S.duſtin)) an admirable 
Figure of the great Reverence all Chriſti: 
ans ovght to have for the Humiliation an 
Sufferings of Chriſt Jeſus, their tru 
Father;. the [gnominy of bis Death,end the 


Nakedncfs of Noah ; as the myſteri 


znto upon the Crofs, was figured ha 
Drunkennefs of that holy Man, did repre 


| ſent the terrible effef of the Cup, which his - 
|Farher gave him to drink, and the. Fruit 


of that ungrateful Vine which he ha 
planted binelf | : | 

And alths there is no Body fo audaciouſt 
Impiqus and Prophane', as to 'Laugh opent 
at the Humiliation and Ignominious Suffer 
ings of Chritt ; yet that Good Saviour 


ever any Diſhonour is offered to his Truth 


Volaptuous and Worldly Lite. Hys Suffering 


land his Croſs are Scorned and Laught at\ | 


by all thoſe, who do inſult over thoſe that 


. Wafer as the Members of his Body, and the| 


aye; 4-0 
dmitators of his Paticnce. 4 


Servants unto his Brethren. He Bleſſed; 


Children to Reverence their Parents, and t6 


Nakedneſs bis Satred Body was expoſed | 


and to bis Word. His Humiliations are} 
 |defpifed by all thoſe who chuſe to live a 
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= | ered: abroad zpon . the Face of the whole| | Ages after, who ſeem to think of nothing] 


* {the effect of two Cauley equally vain; [111 Juſtice, and to oppoſe themlſelvesj 


. [rare)-to fee the City and the Tower, toon 
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Men reſolve in the Vanity of _their Minds, to build a Tower reaching up 
to. Heaven: GOD flops their Work by confounding their Languages] 


 #n ſuch a manner, . that they could not Underſtand one another. 


I O— 


— _ Oe 


——c 


"THe Chiidren of Noab beginning ow, nothing will be reſtrained from them, 
A Co multiply on the Earth, found | |which they have imagined to do: Go to, let A 
Ame tends 1553, Chemiclves within . a few | |go down, and there confound their Language, 
before Chrift 2247- EATS. InCreas d to. ſo vaſt a | |ihat they may not underfland one anothers 
Number,thar ſeeing they were not able | |Speech. So the Lord ſcattered them abroad 
any long cont] her, they | |from the.ice upon the Face of the Earth ,” and 
; jany longer tO Continue togetner , tNey port , 
. ſchoughr of diſperſing themſelves into| [|rhey left off ro build the City. For at 
{divers Countries : But before their Sepa- | |thar very moment Gcd ſo confounded 
ration they undertook an Enterprizc, _— Tongues and Words, that it was 
which wasa pregnant Argument of theic 9;mpoſſ}ble for them to underſtand whar 
Folly and Vanity. And as the Scripture} {they ſpake to one ancther. 
taketh notice of, That as they Journeyed| Thus were they forced <0. leave che! 
Ifrom the Eaft , they found a Plain in thej |Workoft their Vanity unfiniſhed , and to 
[Land of Shinar, where they dwelt : And they| |diſperſe themſelves over the Face of all 
 |ſaid one to another, Go to, let us make Brick, | \the Earth; and that was the occaſion off 
land barn them throughly; And they had| +» calling that Tower, the Tower of Babel ; 
' Brick for Stone, and Slime for Mortar. And} ithat is to ſay, of Confufton. | 
they ſaid, Go to, let us build us a. City, and a! | And this proud Building has ever 
Tower: whoſe Top may reach ito Heaven; ſince (according to S. Bernard) been a 
and let us make us a Name , leſt we be ſcat-(2| Figure of what the World would do in all 


| 


| Earth. | bur -how to raiſe to themſelves a Tower i 
| "This Extravagant Deſign of theirs wasj jagainſt God, to ſecure themſelves from} 


the oneto Ecernize their Memory by this} {againſt his Majefly; endeavouring rather; 
|Saperb and ſtately Struflure; the other| |to inmmortalize their Names upon Earth, 
was, to ſecure themſelyes againſt Godj |than to become truly Great in . Heaven. 
 {himfelf, if he ſhould ever again actempr] |God was willing then co puniſh the Vanity 
to puniſh the World by a Defoe: ,whichj3% of Mer in that Member where it Reigns 
{would not be able to hurt them, when} | moſt, that is, 1n the 7 ongue, which Man;, 
once they ſhould have finiſhed their inten-| | makes uſe, of, ro expreis his Vanity, and 
ded Building. But God willing cven thenj | ro domincer over others. EY 
co makeit appear, That there isno wayi || And this diverſity of Languages,which 
for Man to raiſe himfelf,bur by Humility ;; | has ſince overſpread the World, and con-! 
and that he muſt rather think of appeaſ-) tinues to this day, isas a continual Voice, 
ing the Wrath of God by Repentance, |<cchoing throughout the' whole Earth, 
chan of defending himſelf againſt his} *| and teaching all People (as S.Auftin faith) 
(Tuſt Vengeance by vain and ſucceſsleſs | That the ſhorteſt and ſureft way 10 mount 
Attempts ; 'Came down (faith the Scrip 49 Heaven, is not to raiſe great Edifices, nor 
| {zo batch waſt Deſigns in a proud Hearc ;} 
che Children of Men built, and mockin | but by humbling ones ſelf before God, an 
at their ridiculous Undertaking, ſaid,' | preventing bis Wrath with relcntng Tears. 
The People 3s one, and they have all 0 and not by pretending to elude it by a vain 
Language , and this they begin to do; and | and fruitleſs Reliſtance. — - 
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GO D Calls Abraham , Comtmanding him to leave the Land of _the'Chal: || 


AW OT 1 IS JO 
-. » = oy cuneate) Chr ot ok 


| deans, and to go to the Country he had Promiſed to give unto him. || 
| A Fier that Men had taken ſo. great| [her withour let or hindrance, made uſe of F 


pains to build Babylon, that Rebel-| [that innocent Policy , and pray'd Sarah | | 
| £2 a. lous City againſt God, which} jto ſay, She was his Sifter; ag indeed ſhe 
; defore Chrif 1922- -WaS tO CONtinue to the End} [might without telling any Lye, to the i: 
fof theWerld, GOD alſo from that very} jend, that inſtead of killing him, as chey | 
"time thought of laying the Foundations| |would have done, had ſhe paſſed for |: 
| of an HolyCity, thatisto fay, his Church,| |his Wifez they might on the contrary 8 
and deſfign'd Abraham to be the Head off |ſhew him all manner of Kindneſs, ſappo- i} 
a Race Elect and Faithful, which ſhould} jſing her to be his Sifter. 5 | LOR 
{NEVEr.cnd.- ; 10) Whar Abraham had foreſeen, ſo came || 
| This Holy man was the Son of Terah,| |to paſs ; For the Egyptians admiring}! 
'and dwelt with his Father in the City off |Sar4b, ſpoke of her betore Pharaoh, who |! 
 +Ur, inthe Land of the Chaldears, which} {took her into his Palace, and treated |: 
| was an 1dolatrous Country. It was there that} | Abraham very kindly for her fake, as: 
' God commanded him, ſaying, Get thee our' iſuppoling him her B:other ; Bur God j: 
;of thy Country, and from thy Kindred, and; |knew how to deliver the Chattity of j; 
i from thy Fathers Houſe , unto a Land that T\ |Sarab from the hands of Pharaob, and 
' will ſbew thee. And I will make thee the; |he afflicted that Prince with ſo many 
Head and Father of a great People,and make\ |Plagues, that enquiring into the Caufe |! 
thy Name great and famous. Iwill bleſs them|2% of them, he came atlength ro know, thae |: 
that bleſs thee, and curſe him that curſeth} | Sarah was indeed the Wife of Abraham, |: 
thee; and in thee ſhall all: Families of the] |whercupon he reſtored her to him again,': 


6k 


#/ 7 ON. 
wt" "Fes "E-ts 
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» 


Earth be bleſſed, | cortiþlaining only, That he had noc told |: 


4 


Abraham, without any heſitation, be-| | him ſo art firlt. | - I oh 
' lieved the Word of God, which promiſed! | Soruch(faith S. Ambroſe) did that Prince :- 
him two ſuch great adyantages; the firſt | (tho an Idolater) abhor Adultery, and fear): 
to make him the Head of a Great People jj : to injure a Stranger, whom the Famine had if 
and the other,to blets all the World, in him} - | forced to' retire into his Dominions, Thus it | 
who was to proceed from his Loins. So! | was that God began to call to himſelf, him, |: 
| he lefe his own Country, with Terah his/3d whom he had choſen to be the Father of the: 
_ ' Father, and came to Haran(a City in Me-; | Faithful. He dealt with him according to the i. 
| ſopotamia) where Terah died ; after whoſe| | firmneſs of Faith, making him to leave his \ 
| Death,hc departed fromHaran withSarah| | own Country, where be was Rich and Power-|. 
his Wife, and Lo his Brothers Sor, and} | ful, to go and ſettle himſelf in a Land, where |; 
came into the Land of Canaan,where God | at firſt he meets with a grievous Famine, 
again promiſed to give him all chatLand;| | which forced him to run a thouſand hazards 
; and Abraham adoring that God, who withi ; amdrgft Strange Nations, without finding,; 
; ſuch Soveraign power diſpoſeth of King- any other comfort, but that of knowing, that ; 
| doms, giving or taking them away art; .|he was come thither by the Order 'of him, {| 
©, lis pleaſure, built an A/tar to the Lord,49 to whom his Faith bad yielded ſuch an unre-\| 
' there to call upon his Name. ſerved Obedience. M4 3 08 
.' After ſome time of his ſtay here;there However, God (by delivering him front | 
| hapned a great Famine in the Land, which! | all Dangers) gave him full Evidence, That | 
forced hum to go down into Egypt, withj .| we need not fear any thing in following of | 
| Sarahand the relt of his Houlhold. But! |God, and that when ever we expoſe our ſelves || 
_ i foreſeeing that the Beauty of Sarah his; | to any troubleſom Events , for being faithful | 
| Wite might be prejudicial, ro him, and} |to his Word , he himſelf becomes our Pros | 
that. the. Egyptians being cnamour'd off |re&tor, and with bonour and advantage | 
her, might chink of killing him co Enjoy} | delivers us from all the Evils that ſurround | 
# "| [as - "1 LOW 
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| | foreſecing the fatal Conſequences that 


.| vent them by a ſudden Parting. Where- 


' | Me and thee, and between thy Herdſmen| 


i and my Herdſmen, for we be Brethren ;, that; 


| the Left. © | 


| ham was; and not conſidering thar helf 
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A Sirife being riſen between the Herdſmen of Abraham and Lot, They 


part one from another, and Lot £oes to Sodom. 


A BRAHAM being returned out 

— of Egypt with Sarah his Wife, and 
Ji Mandi 208, £08 his Brother's Sor, to the 
| >eiare cbry#3920. Pace of their former Abode, | 
| that is, to Bethe/: He was ſoon made{| 
ſenſible of the Troubles which were 
always to attend Riches: For being both! 
| of them very Wealthy, there oft aroſc 
Quarrels between the Herdſmen of their 
Cattel; which made it evident (as faith 


live together, and that one Land was not 
able co bear- them both. ii. 
Abiabam abhorring thoſe Conteſts, and' 


theſe Diviſions between the Domeſticks 


| by paſſing at laſt from the Servants to 
| the Moſters themſelves, refolycd to pre- 


fore mecting with Lor, he ſaid to him, 
\ Lettherebe no ſiriſe, I pray thee; between 


is tofay, Very near of Kin. Is not rhe: 
| whole. Land, before thee, to chooſe what part\ 


| | pleaſeth thee beſt? Separate thy ſelf, I pray-30 
f thee from me : If thou wilt take the Lefr 
| hand, then I will go to the Right ; or if thou; 


| depart to the Right hand, then I will go 10 


| But Lot was not ſo wiſe in acccpting| 
this Offer, as Abraham was 11 making of} 
it; for not ſufficiently . weighing, how 
' valt a Loſs he was about to expoie him- 
{elf to, by parting with the Company of} 
ſuch an holy Mar, and a Prophet as 4bra-' 


| 


ought rather. to have done or {uffered | 
any thing,. than to conſent to the Sepa-) 
ration, Without any conſiderable Oppo-i 
ſition gave way to Abraham's Propotal ,' 


and "thereby launched out too Impru-| 


idently.1nto a Sea of a Thouſand dangers. 


He only apply'd himſelf ro conſider , | 
which way he had belt curn himſfelt, and | 


te, 


ſj] 
- 


|[fruicful and rempting Valtey and to purcch 


the Scriptare ) that they could no longer) 1. 


-|and by retiring too unadyifedly. from 
: of one Family were likely to produce ,|., A his Uncle, he comes to a City, whicl1 God: 


it 3s, eſpecially for younger Perſons, not' 
| tightly ro'quit them, in whoſe Company their 


0 ſenſible of its pernicious Conſequences , 
| during the whole Comſe of bis. Lite; And |. 


({Dangers, Sorrows, and Temprations into | 


which he plung'd himſelf, and from which the 


| by continaing in, the holy Company of his 
adviſing only with his Eyes about che $0 Uncle, that Man of God: 


(Choice he was to. make, he determincs 
it for that Country which pleafed and 
flattered them moſt: For as the Seripture 
tells us, Lot lifted up. bis Eyes, and beheld; 
all: the. Plain of Jordan, that it was well: 
Watered every where, as the Garden of the 
Lord. This allurement readily induces 
him to fix his Abode in the Cities of that 


his his Fent near Sodom. 

'Fhus from the Company of the moſt 
holy Perſon, that was at that umeupon the 
Face of the Earth, precipitates himſelf 
Into the Society of the moſt abomina- 
ble Criminals amongit the Sons of Mer: . 


look'd upon as the Object of. his fierce 
Anger, as having by their Wickedneſs out- 
finn'd the bounds of Divine Mercy and 
Forbearance. = 

| We meet with in this Hiſtory. (as S: Am- 


horror and averſion we cught to have for 
Differences and Diiputes, and how wary 
we ought to be of Servants in this reſpeF, 
bohs often are the firſt Cauſe of them, and 
(FaRe pleaſure to. foment them. 

| And in Lot weſee,of how great Contern: 


' happineſs confifts, and who are of greater 
{zſe 0 them than they.Can imagine. A. Sepa- 
i\ration here conſented to without ſuſhcient 
Circumſpetion, makes the Party concerned | 


;tho Lot was a Righteous. Max ( as faith 
S.Peter,) yet we tremble at the uiew of thoſe 


25 


Charity of him whoſe Company he had 100 
lightly parted with, might have Reſcued him, 
and which he might have wholly. prevented 


"THE 


G au” on 


v-_ 


broſe obſerves) two important Matters :| 
{Ie learn from Abraham's Behawiour, the| © 
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Meclchiſedeck 


| _T he Great Prieft 


1 _— _TT_— ——_ tl 
__ 


N himſelf from Abraham, an Acct- 

«1200; dent hapned, which fully 
before Chr 1912. evidenced, chat Abraham had 
not propounded their parting from any 


unadviſedly conſented to it. | 
Four Kings, to wit, Amraphel King of 
Shinar ,, Arioch King of Ellaſar , Chedor- 


' |/Jaomer King of Elam, and Tidal King of| 


Nations, having Joyned their Forces 


. [rogether, and Ravaged all the Country} 
about Sodom; the King of Sodom, with 


thoſe of the four Neighbouring Cities, 


haſten with their Army to Sodom, and 
Plunder' it, and amongſt other Caprtives 
| carry away Lot, with all that he had. A 
|Man eſcaped from the Fight brings the 
' News to Abraham; who. being touched 
'at Hearc with his Nephews Misfortune, 


ſpends no time in fruitleſs Complaints,| 
bur caſts about how he might beſt reſcue! 


him out of the hands of his Enemies , 
and* without delay puts himſelf act the 


God g1vcs his bleſſing to a War,which 
Charity had made. this Holy Patriarch 
undertake, Truſting much. more in the 
Divine Aid, than in the itrengch of his 
Forces. With this ſmall Number he ſtops 


Kings, and ſucceeds in that whercin the 


_ (falling uponthem by Night, he makesa 


great Slaughter amongſt chem, and Pur- 
ſuing them to Hoba, which is on the Lett- 


'  - |hand of Damaſcus, he brought back all 


er Tn 


* |rhe Spoil chey had taken,and un particular 


want of Love, and that Lot had too! 


march out to Fight the aforeſaid Princes :| 
Bur the five Kings being defeated by the} 
|four, and the King-ot Sodow (with his], 
| Allies) put to flight, the Victorious Kings 


Head of Three hundred and eighteen]. 
of his Trained Servants, and Purſues the} * 
| four Hings. | | 


the Courſe of the Victorics of thoſe four 4 


unitcd Force of fiye Kings had fail 'd; for|' 


his Nephew Lot, and all that belonged 
to him. Y 


"4 


' 


this glorious Action, 


Abraham Saves Lot ( his Nephew out of the Hands of _hu Enemies] : 4} 
leſſeth him. The King of Sodom | ' 


The King of Sodom having Adviceof| - 
ocs out to meet}: | 
Abraham,and congratulates his illuſtrious; 
Succeſs. Upon this Occafion alſo Mel-\ © 
chiſedeck appears, that Famous Perſon, * 
*Iwhom the Scripture (tyles, The Prieſt of: 
the Moſt High G 0 D, and Preſents Abra-|: 
ham with Bread and Wine; which all the|-: 
Fathes have conſidered, as a- Figure of! + 
the Holy Euchariſt, which Feſus Chrift, the} © 
[true Prieſt, not according to the Order; - 
of Aaron, but of Melchiſedeck, was toj | 
[eſtabliſh in his Church to the End of the] | 

World. This. Melchiſedeck bleſfſeth Abra-| : 
ham'\, and blefleth G 0 D, for that; © 


k » 


hand. 


: 


ſion to fay, 
bam. 


T hus reaped he more Glory (as S. Ambroſe i 


would needs, force him to: take all the! 
Spoil he had: recovered, as of right] | 
{belonging to him; whichi Abraham genes| / 
roully retuſed, Swearing, that 'he would{ 7 
not ſo much as take. on Thred'-of the! : 
Spoil , leſt he ſhould give him. occa-| || 
he had enriched Abra-| * 


he had delivered his Enemies into his| | 


And that nothing might be womingl 
to Abraham's Glory, the King of Sodom) © 


Notes) from the uſe he made of his Viftory,| 
than from the Vidory it ſelf ; and taught\ 


4 


SAvVIOurs 70 others, they are not to look for| © 
any other Glory upon Earth , except that of| \ 
having been Faithful to\God, and Inflru- | - 


ments t0 effeft hjs great Deliga S, 


| |all Chriſtians, never to wage War , but on| - 
the account of Charity ; and, that they|- 
ought to bave ſo much Pity for the Suffers! 
[ings of others, to hgzard their own Lives| + 
to ſave their Brethren: And that when God! 
has bleſſed their great and glorious Under-\ © 
takings with Succeſs, -in making them| 
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his great Riches. GOD therefore was 


| For Hagar ſeeing her ſclf in her Mzſters 


| had Conceivd by: him, was (upon the 


{ plaints to Abraham ; who to teftifhe, as he 
Fad not already, ſo would nor tor the 40 
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FLIGHT OF HAGAR. 


Hagar deſpiſeth Sarah her Miſtreſs. *Sarah Chaſtiſeth her Tnſolence with 


Hagoar not being able to bear it, fleeth into the Wilderneſs; 
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the defeat of the Four Kings, and 
| The fame Year: : 
rj * nothing now to compleat his 
Happineſs, bur a Sor, that might inheric 


willng- to gratifie his Deſires in this 
Point alſo, and to reward the humble 
Szbmiſſion he had expreſt during his Wives 
Barrenneis,with a $cz,whom he promiſed 
him contrary toall outward appearance. 
Abraham, who was aſlur'd of his Power 
who had made him this Promiſe, believed 
It without wavering , or the leaſt heſira- 


| tion; and choſe rather to renounce his] 


Natural Reaſon, than to queftion the 
Veracity of him that ſpoke to him. - 
Some time after, Sarah being troubled 
Amo Mun 2093. £O (EE Abraham without Chil- 
before Chrift 1911- dren, withed him to make uſe 
of Hagar his Bondmaid, as hisWife , that 
the fertiliry of her Servant might ſupply 
the defect of her Barrennefs. Abraham 
perceiving (as the Fathers 6bſerve) that 
Sarah was movd to make'this Propofal, 
by a Divine in/lindt, agreed to her dclires : 
But ſhe ſoon found, that what ſhe had 
intended for her Comfort , became her 
moſt ſenſible aflition,trouble and vexation; 


Boſom, and raviſh'd with Joy that ſhe 


ſudden change of her Condition) not 
longer able to contain her felt within the 
bounds of Prudence and her Duty, but 
began to Deſpiſe her Miſtreſs, and torger 
the Reſpect ſhe owed to her. © | 
| Sarah immediately makes her Com- 


= 


future contribute any thing, 'to the Inſo- 


deal with her as ſhe pleaſed. Whereupon 
Sarah making uſe of all her Authoricy, 


'A BRA HA M. being return'd from | 


the Reſcue of Lot, wanted | 


lence of Hagar, and that 1t-was only to| 
{pleaſe her that he had taken her 1nto his 
Bed, ft her wholly to her diſpoſe, to| 


where an Angel perſwades her to. Return to Sarah. 


[) 


2 


able any longer tg abide with her (by 
. the Houſe and fled. 


o[from the Face of: her Miſtreſs. The Angel 


29 of an Angel, to reſtore things into their| 


1 


| on whom they depend, notwithſtanding any |. 
| extraordinary Favours and Graces they may 
| have received from him. 


{according to the degrees of our Elevation,| 


dealt ſo hardly with Hagar,that not being 
reaſon of her rigorous Carriage,) the left 


Bur as ſhe was in the Deſart , near a 
Fountain of Water, the Angel of the Lord 
appeared unto her,and asked-her whence 
ſhe came, and whither the would 20? 
To which ſhe anſwered, That ſhe fled 


commands her to return to Sarah, andl 
to humble her felf ander her hands, 
acknowledging the juſt Authority ſhe had 
over her; and at the ſame time aſſures 
her of the Care God had of her, and that 
the Child ſhe had conceived by Abraham, 
ſhould become the Father of a numerous 
and powerful Nation. 

Thus G 0 D made uſe of the Miniſtry 


Natural Channel , whence Diſorder and 
Paſſion had diverted them. He ſaw (as 
the Fathers take notice) That the Cauſe of 
Hagars ſlight, was not ſo much to be attri- 
buted to Sarahs Severity”, as to the difficulty 
ſhe found ro ſubmit her ſelf to the juſt 
Authority of her Miſtreſs ; and without 
condemning Sarahs Carriage in the matter, 
who was prompted to-this Rigor by a Zeal of 
\ Charity, he contents himſelf to adviſe this 
Fugitive Servant, to humble her ſelf under 
her Miſtrefles hands , and to appeaſe her 
Anger by her lowly and dutiful Submiſſion. 
For God, who newer diſturbs the Order of 
Juſtice, wilts always, That thoſe who are 
under Authority, ſubmit themſelves to thoſe 


And whereas Hagar lifted up her ſelf, 
becauſe ſhe was become a Mother, he on the 
contrary. will have our Humility to increaſe 


becauſe none deſerve the Title of Great with 
him, but ſo far only as they are humble. 
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Abraham Entirtubus Three Angels, whe Prom uſe Sarah 4 Son within the 7 
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[AG 4 7 - ban rcturn'd to Abra-| |( who had ſtood ho as One waiting uw; upon | 
hams Houſe, toon after bare him|. jthem all che while they were eating under || 
os Mundi 2107, A S0n,WhO was called I/bmael.| |the Tree) where his Wife Sarah was? E 
tire Cirif 197. But Thirteen years after that] | Abraham anſwers , She was-in the Texts 
GOD appeared to Abraham, 1n order to |Then the Angels affured [nm, that within | 
renew his Covenant , and the Promiſes he| jaſhort time Sor Sarah hould conceive | 
had formerly made him. Upon this occa-F ja Son. Sarah ſtanding ir-the Tent Door | 
fion he changed his Name, ſo thar| joverheard what was ſaid, and Jaughed || 
whereas before he was called Abram , hel Iwithin her (elf, ſaying | After I am waxed} 
would have him from thence forward|10j01d, ſhall I have pleaſure, my Lord being | 
ro be called Abraham; and that his Wife lod alſo? Put the Angel demanding; of | 
who till then had been named Sarai,j |Abraham , wheretore Sarah Laughed || 
'| ſhould be call'd Sarah. He initicuted alſo |bccaule he promiſed her a Sor, and} 
Circumciſion, as a Token of the Covenant| whether any thing were too hard for the} 
| made between them, and promiſed him| jLord ? Sarab being afraid,denyed that ſhe} 
that Sarah ſhould bring fortha Sor, upon]. |Laughed ; and che Angels having Repropy 
whom he would heap. his Bleſſings, and} |ved her for not fpeaking the ereth; Rofe} 
from whoſe Loyns many Kings, and great] |up, and Abraham wene with chem Gy 
| Nations ſhould proceed. At which words bring them on their way. 
Abraham tell on his Face, and laughed,j29 The Fathers admire the Vircnes which 
ſaying in his Heart,Shall a Child be bornto| |ſhine forth-in this Hiftory , which hel | 
him that is an Hundred years old ? and ſhall| | Scriptare gives us fo particular account? 
Sarah that is Ninety yearggeld bear? Bur} |of. Andasthey cannor, on the one hand, 
God having aſſured him, that ſo indeed ic| {but commend the great Charity of Abra 
ſhould be, left him for thar cime. ham in receiving his Gueſts, and prefling; 
A while after, as Abraham was Fo them in ſo obliging a manner to ftay : 
in the Tent Door, in the heat of the Day} | with him; ſo on the other hand they not 
he ſaw three Mer coming towards ha | [lefs admire the Modeſty of Sarah, what 
. which indeed were three Angels; and as | being far eſtranged, as S. Ambroſe | notes; 
his Charity would nor permit any one, q from the uſual and modern cemper of 


paſs by his Zent withour offering chem her Sex ; who deſire nothing morethan! 
Friendly Entertainmeit., he ran; to mee | to appar in publick, under pretence of 
them; and having faluted them witha! | doing Acts of Charity, continued all c k 
profound Reſpect, prays them to Repoſg . while in her Tent , without ſo much 3 
a while with him, to have their Feee |appearing before the Angels, which hee, E 
waſh'd, and to refreſh themſelves with al |Husband entertained. 
bit of Meat. He had no ſooner obtain'd | This her Example, teaches all Chriſtiart , 
this of them by his inſtant Entreaties,, - Women to place their delight within their? 
but he haſtens into the Tent ro Sarah,| own Doors, and in taking care of their: 
and bids her make ready three Mcaſures 40 Families ; fori in living thus modeſtly retired; 
of fine Meal, and make Cakes upon the| |(as the fame Father adds) God will vouch-! 
Hearth and himſelf runs to the Herd,| |ſafe them the Grace to Conceive the Fruit off 
and. fetcheth thence a Calf tender and Salvation, and to bring forth Jeſus Chriſt? 
jou and having got it drett ſpecdily,j |hin:ſelf a5 the true Iſaac, who ſball fill there] 

ſcts 1t before hp Gzeſts. _ |with Peace and Foy for ever. 

After they had caten,they ask Abraham| | | 
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| Two Angels at Sodom. | 


ceives Angels into his Houſe. The Sodomites offer Violence to them. 
T be Angels ſtrike them with Blindneſs. 
A FTER the formal Promiſe G0 D| [up the Perſons, whom by the Rights of 
= had made to Abraham, that Sarah| '| Hoſpitality he was bound to ſecure, and! 
ſhould ſhortly bear him aj {in the heat of his Charity , which made 
| Son, before he parted with} |him conſider Gueſts and Strangers as 
\|him,he acquaints him, that he was going] . |inviolable Perſons, came out co them,and 
to deſtroy Sodom, becauſe the Cry of| - |entreated them to quit that abominable 
' |their Siz was come up to Heaven; and} jDelign: Bur they preſſing in upon him, 
Promiſes Abraham, upon his carneſt} |reproach'd him, that being a Stranger 
Interceſſion for that City, for the ſake} |amongſt them, he carricd it like a Fudpe, ! 
.-|of the Righteous that might perad-|1%and were procceding to commit the| | 

venture be there, That it he found} i'urmoſt Outrage upon him, had nor! 

only Ter Righteous amongſt them , he} |the Angels pur forth their Hand, and; 
.. |would ſparc them all for their ſakes. jpulled him 1nto the Houſe co them; and; , 
' Now Two Angels being come toj {having ſhut the Door, they ſmore th 
Sodom towards the Evening, Lot (who| |Mer that were' without with Blindneſs, 

at the ſame time was ſitting in the Gate] ;who (as the Scripture takes notice} by : 
' [of that City) no ſooner perceived them,} {all this were not reclaimed from che 
but he ran to meet them, and having| [Fury that flam'd in their Hearts; but 
lowly Saluted them, entreats them to! ſtill ſeeking to ſatishie it, wearied them- 


NB — 


| The ſame year 2107. 


; Lodge with him that Night , making\itj20 {elves to fhd the Door. 
._ _  |appear by this his Carriage, That even! | The Fathers have conſider'd this Event, 
© in the midſt of that deteſtable City, he ſtill} | as an admirable Figure of the Righteous, 
rctain'd the Vertues he had learnt in the} that live amongſt the Wicked, and of the 
Company of Abraham. Sufferings they are expoſed to. 


' The Angels at firſt refuſed to accept S. Gregory compares the Sodomites 
his Offer, faying, They would abide in| 'ſtruck with Blindneſs, who notwithſtand- 
the Street all Night : But true Charity, ing endeavour to force Lors Houſe, to 
[which enflames1t ſelf by oppoſition and} | Back-biters; Who with a Spirit of 'Envy 
reſiſtance, made Lot ſo carneſtly to preſs] - and Malice, ſeek, an occaſion to calummiate / 
his Gueſts , that giving way to hisj3? Good men, whom they hate , tho they find 
Entrearies, they centred his Houſe; where| | nothing but ſolid Walls oppoſing them on; 
he entertain'd them with all poſhible] every fide, without being able 10 find any| 
Marks of his Aﬀection , making them a| '; Entrance for their Evil ſpeaking. Their 
Treat Feaſt. But when they were ready| ' Paſſion blinds them in ſuch a manner, that 
|ro rake their Reft, the Men of the City, |; ' rhey do not perceive thoſe Virzes in Juſt 
__- ſpuſht on by that deteſtable Paſſion, men, which all others do; but think, they 
- [which was ſo common amongſt them,|- ſee. Crimes in them, which indeed ſubfiſt 
_|compaſſed the Hoxſe round , demanding} | only in their own Imaginatiqn. But when 
lof him, where the. Mer were that came| | ever Calumny thus attacks them, God! 
[co him that Night, and preſſing him to{4o ſupports them, and the Angels Protef them, 
|bring them torth, that they might] becauſe they prefer Godlincſs before all other' 
-  (fatiche their abominable Luſt with) things whatſoever, and chooſe rather to lade 
them. | pan themſelves the Anger of Men , than to' 
' Lot being pierc'd with Sorrow, to| make themſelves obnoxious to the Wrath of 
ſee he was like to'be: fErced to deliver God. NS 1h | 
| EL SODOM 
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(0D ben Provoked by the dereſtable Sin of Sodom, wleſtrays it, with | | 
| the Neighbouring-Citics,. by Raining down Fire and Brimftone | | 


; £4 
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3 IJ 

£3 


JE Angels having delivered Lot | fame might befal Zoar, where he then : 
from the Outrage of the Sodo-| jwas, went up from thence and dwelt inj . 
mites, acquaint him,” That| jthe Mountain, according to- the firſt} 
| ' GOD had ſent him to} {Advice the Angels had given him, and! 
deſtroy that City; that therefore, if hej |there dwelt in a Cave with his two} © 
| jhad any Sons, Daughters, or Sons-in-Law,| |Daughters; who imagining, that they} * 
* the ſhould. perſwade chem to leave Sodowr, | jand their Father were the only Remains; : 
becauſe the Cry of them being come up} jof all the Inhabitants of gvhe. Earth ,| - 
before the LO RD, they. were to receivej ithought ir their Duty not to ſuffer the} | - 
'jthe juſt Reward of their Abominations.j1 oſwhole Gerieration of Mer to periſh ;! * 
Whereupon Lot immediately went out, ,wherefore having made their Father! : 
and gave notice hereof to thoſe he hadj {drink Wine, they did nor ſtick ro commit; 
delign'd to be his Sons-in-Law ; but he Inceſt in hopes of being Mothers. And! | 
ſeemed as ons that Mocked unto them. .” '! itho we cannot think on that Action off! 


Angels haſtned Lot to depart the City' | 


with his Wife and two Daughters, that he 


} 


'guilcof it. 


- When the Morning was come , thej {them without horror, yer the Innocence! 1 
of cheir intention d1d much leſſen the; | 


'might not be conſumed in the Iniquity} } Thus was Lot miraculouſly delivered] | 
of the City.z and while he lingred, they} ;out of the midit of deteſtable Sinners Nt 
laid hold on his Hand (the L 0 R D being} 29;ar. the Prayer of Abraham; and God} | 
\merciful unto him,) and brought him! {pugiſhed their horrible Lyfts- by a pro-} : 
'out of the City, with his Wife and two! jportionable Puniſhment, ſhewiiig by the! | 
|[Daughters ) ordering him to eſcap® for! (Fire; the burning Luft of the Sodomites ;i : 


his Life, and nor to look behind} and by Brimſtone, the abominable ftench off | / 
+ 


him, leſt he ſhould be conſumed. Bur! - itheir Filthineſs. 


| 


| 


L 


[Noiſe ſhe heard,and forgetting the Angel, 
Command , immediately received a 


hey have abandond. | | 
| Let affrighted at what had hapned| Fire of Hell by ſincere Repentance. 
to the four Cities, and fearing lelt the} _ 8: 


{ 


[Lot having dcfird leave of them ro | This unhappy Pecple ( according to! ! 
retire to Zoar, they granted his Requelty {S. Gregory ) were -a lively Figure of thel © 
jon condition that he thould haſtethicherj | Pzni/hments of the Damned, and of thoſei © 
for that they could not do any thing! |Eternal Burnings which the World mocks. | 
'till he was arrived 1n that City, which 3% at, as Lot's Sons-in-Law made a Feſt off | * 
'they would Save at his Requelt. ;' itheVengeance he threatned them with, The! . 
Lot was no ſooner entred into Zoar Fear which ſeized Lot, in ſeeing ſo ftranga 
but the LORD Rained Brimſtone and!  ! an effef of the Divine Anger, ought alſo tol | 
Fire upon Sodom and Gomorrah from thq j/ay hold on us, ſince Jeſus Chriſt aſſures us,j | 
LORD out of Heaven: And he overthrew |that the Men of Sodom (how abominablet © 
thoſe Cities, and all the Plain, and all thei foewer they have been) ſhall be treated with, © 
(Inhabitants, and that which grew upon the |leſs Rigor in the Day of Judgment, thanj  - 
(Ground. Lot's Wite trighted at the ſudden; |thoſe who having heard his Holy Word,| 
} have neglefled it. | 
40) But it ſeems, as if Men were become; . 
Exemplary Puniſhment , - for looking} [wholly inſenfible : For as that terrible Ven-\ | - 
[back ſhe becamea Pillar of Salt, to ſervej jgeance (as S.Bernard ſaith) doth not prevent; - 
$a Remedy for time to come, again the flying abcat of the Aſhes of thoſe Abomi-| | 
os Corruption of weak Souls, who after) inable Cities in moſt parts of the World:} 
they have centred upon. the flrait Way, $80 neither doth the Compariſon Chriſt made | 
make a halt to /ook, back. to the thing mwhrra theſe Cities, and they that deſpiſed | 
| Vis Word , open their Eyes to prevent the| | 
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: Gen, XX: 


; pe RAHAM{ being obliged ſoon 


- | was expos'd to the ſame danger- by the 


| profaning and violating the Sacrgdneſs of 
that Divine Ordinance and Inſtitution. | 


|Abimelech aficted by God. 


ing of Gerar Bebkin Taken Abraham's Wife by Force, © 


Abotect Take a 
__ ſuppoſing her to be his Siſter ; being. Threatned- by God , reftores her 


—_—_ Y 


to Abraham. 


= 2 


- - —_ 


The ſame Year 2107. quit is former Abode, 
' came to Gerar, where he 


King of that City, upon the account of 
his Wife, as before he had bcen by Pha- 
rach King of -Egypt. For Abraham was no 


of ' Gerar ſcent and took Sarah, who cali'd 


after-the Overthrow of Sodom, to | 


| only Reaſon had induced him , to defire 
\Sarah'to ſay, ſhe was his Sifter, as indeed 
[ſhe was, as having both had. the ſame 


ſooner arrived:there, but Abimel/ech King| * 
loiwhat_he had uſually done 1n all other 


her ſelt _ = ohh as ſhe had done} 
before 1n Eg yp +> 


But GOD, who was the continual 


Chaſtity ; and who ſparcd not Azzgs! 
| themſelves, when they intended them! 
/ . . | 
; any Injury,Threatned that Prince in the! 
| Night time, tclling him he was a Dead! 


| Man if he offered to touch Sarah, for! 
- | that ſhe was the Wife of Abraham. 


| | Abimelech was ſtrangely ſurprized to! 


\ ſee himſelf ſo likely. to have fallen into! 


' the great Sin of Adz/tery , and repreſents; 
| to God the ſincerity of -his Heart and 


 jnnocency of his Hands 1in that martrer,| 


' ſhe having declared her Self ro be Abra- 


 hant's Siſter. GOD accepts of his Apology 


' for himſelf, and tells him, That tor that; 


| Reafon he had withheld him from com-!3 
| mitting fo great a Sin; thereby ſuthci-| 


ently reſtifying the Judgment he makes 
| of thoſe, who defile the Purity of the} 


| Marriage Bed, by unlawful Laſts, thereby 


.- [Anſwer of. Abraham , . reitored ro him 
Sarah his Wie, beſides the great Preſents 


Protector of Abraham's Life, and Sarahs/ #| 
|he made him in Silver, Herds, and Ser-| 


[2o|became a Married Wife, ,) that for the 
itime to come none might be ſo deceived 


to his City, he not knowing but thatithe] 
Inhabitants were altogether void of the 
Fear of God,and ſo migit.think of killing 
him for his: Wives fake: This was the! - 


Father , tho not the fame Mother; and 
that in that, he had done no more, than] 


plies, where he Sojourned. | 
Abimelech being ſatisfied with this 


wants; and taking his leave of. Sarah,told! 
[her,- That ke had given her Brother (as! 
[ſhe cailed thim )- a Thouſand Pieces of 
'Silver, to buy a Veil to cover her (as 


if her as he had been; . but all night; 
kiow her' ro be what indeed ſhe was , 
Abraham's Wite. He deſired her alſo 
'ro remember,the* Sin and Miſchief ſhe 
[had like to havemade him fall into, that; 
ſo for the future the might take care nor; | 
'ro Occaſ10n the ſame to others. | ” 


o! Abraham(betore his Departure)Pray ed 


[to God for Abimelech, and(God healed him; 
land his Wife, and his Maid-Serwvants of the! 
Plagae he had Jaid upon them , becauſe! 
'Oof Sarah. - | En: = 
| Thus Exemplarily ( 3s S. Ambroſe ſaith)) 


| Jmwaz God pleaſed to evidence his hatred of 


Abimelech terrified by the Threats of {Adultery ; and that as he was the Author 


' GOD, and the Ideaof the Crime he was 
| upon the point of Committing' , roſe' | 
early in the Morning , and called all his|{4o! Ordinance. And it is enough , that 


Officers and Servants, and told them! 
what GOD had acquainted him with; 
he ſent alſo for Abraham, and reproves' 
' him ſharply | for - having Concealed: 


'the 7rath , |asking him wherein he 
| had offended! him, ro make him and 


his Kingdom guilty of ſo great a Sm? 


And continuing theſe his Complaints ,! 


Abraham cells himn, That upon his coming 


Ew TE 


mm =———g 
| 
| 


;of Marriage,. he took care alſo to avenge 
the Violators of the Purity of that Divine! 


| formerly. he has expreſſed his abhorrence of | 
this Crime; for tho he does not ſo openly. 


| ] SPY 5 
' declare himſelf againſt it at preſent, we 


ought not therefore the leſs to apprehend his 


: avenging Fuſlice (as ſaith the ſame Father ) | 
inor think, that he will be teſs ſevere in! 
puniſhing Adultery, becauſe Men commit it! 
'with Jeſs ſcruple, and more daring Licen-' 
' trouſneſs. = I 
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0D fulfilling his Promiſe to Sarab, | 
F ſhe. brought forth a Sor 1n her}. 


pefore Chrift 1896. which God had ſpoken: 


and Circumciſed him the- Eighth day , as| 

che LO RD had commanded: 
Sarah, 1 Suckling hira her ſelf, tho 

ſhe was look'd upon: as a great Princeſs, 


S. Ambroſe) That they ought to eſteem it their 
Glory and Foy to give Suck, to their Chil- 
dren; and that they are but Mothers by 
halves who negtef this Duty,which God and). 
Nature have impoſed upon them, and which 
doth greatly enforce and increaſe the Recipro- 
i cal love between Mothers and their: Chl- 
dren, during the whole courſe of their Lives. 
When the time of Weaning Iſaac 
Amo Mandi 4143, Was COME, Abraham made a{2 
| before Chriſt 1891. oreat Feaſt, to expreſs his 
Joy ; which was a Figure of the great 
Joy the true Paſtors of the Church receave, 
when they ſee their Children advance 1nl 
Godlinefs, being able to digeit /frong Meat, 
and ſtand'innced no longer of being ted 
with Milk. =: Wo 
In the mean time, whilft $araþ had: fo 
great cauſe to rejoyce,and that her young 
Son did now abundantly recompence; 3 
the Griet and Reproach of her paſt 
Barrenneſs ; Iſhmael ( Hagars Son)becomes 
. {an occaſion of as much Trouble to her, 
| as is Mother had been ſome years betores 
| This Lad finding himſelf fruſtrated in| 
is great hopes by the Birth of Iſaac, 
whom he conſidercd with regret, as the 
Heir of thoſe vaſt Riches which he had 
already promiſed to himſelf, could noti. 


Mother took in him, without conceiving] 
a ſecret Emmy againſt him, which he| 
evidenced by his outward Carriage ; 
behaving himſelf Abuſively rowards him. 

Sarab toreſfaw the fatal Conſequences 
this Hatred might entail upon them, 
and being moſt tenderly concerned for 


4. zend 2168, Od Ags,* at the Sct time off: 


Abraham gave him the Name of Iſaac,}. 


Q 


Inſulcings of I/hmael ; and be fo. far from 


: = OI % 7 ; . : | : | bn, þ : 
4 4 £ | $0 HT | A | 
£ __ - - -.& | 4 | | BY h \ Wn a - ; + : RY 


Sarah ſeeing Iſhmael (the Son of Hagar) Mocking. Iſaac , defires Abra| | 
" ham 70 Caſt out the Bond-woman and her Son, that Iſaac alone might | | 


to the Promiſe of God. 
| 7 9 


her.Son, whom ſhe knew was \delign'd} : 
by God to be the Heir of all their] : 
Goods, ſhe earneſtly entreats Abraham to * 
- [caſt out the Bord-moman and her Sor.| 
This Requeſt ac che ficlt greatly afflicted}! | 
Abraham, asſecming very harſh and griee|| | 
[vous to him, but God having advis'd hinqj| 
11n all things to do as Sarah had faid , he| - 

jroſe up carly in the Morning, and took]: 
ave the Leſſon co all Methers , (as ſaith{1ofBread,and aBortle of Water,and gave theml: : 
to Hagar, and fent her away with hex Sor. || : 
| Hagar thus turn'd out, wanders In the! : 
 1Witderneſs of Beerſheba; where her Water}. | 
being ipenr, ſhe calt hey Son underneathi ' 
[one of the Shrubs , and ſat down oyer|. - 
againlt him. a good way off, thar ſhe] 
i Might not fee zcr Son dye. But behold, * 
as ſhe lift up her Vozce and IWepr, an Angel ; 
calls ro her from Heaven, aug ſpeaking] : 
q comfortably to her , commands her to! : 
-|rake up her Son,for that God heard the Voice! © 
| tofthe Lad,and would make him the Father] © - 
of a grcat Nation; 2nd opens her Eyes to! * 
diſcern a Well of Water, which was near her? 
Hagar comforted by this ſeaſonable C omfort! ; 
and divineSupport,Educates her Son the} * 
Wilderneſs, where he became a dextrous| : 
Archer; And his Mother took him a Wife out of A 
|.tbe Land of Egypt. [|-:.- I? 
| S.Paulplunly twlls us, That God did! * 
then {in Iſaac and 1/hmael ) fer forth aj: 
lively Pifure of what was to happen in| | 
the Church in all Ages, where the Chil-| | 
dren of the Promiſe ſhould be perſecuted] | 
| by their own Bretbren. He who will be): 
Iſaac, muſt always ſuffer the Envy and]: 


FT OS af LEG. OTE ON 


rendring Evil for Evil, that he rather be-j: 
moans the unhappineſs of his Brother,who|' 
endure to fee -the Joy his Father and{4d is for eyer baniſhed from hisFathersHowſe.|: 
'Tis the Grace of GOD alone, and ſo}: 
|we muſt own it, that makes. us Sons of |: 
ithe Free-woman; and tro chooſe rather |. 
to be perſecuted with Iſaac, than to perſe-!. 
jcute others with I/hrge/, becauſe the |: 
Anger and Envy of Iſhmael 1s only |: 
-\Temporal , whercas the Inheritance of || | 
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. | the Divine Promiſes, ſo often repeated toi 


_ | the Morning and keeping this great Enter-! 


[ABRAHAMS SACRIFICE. 


oa aw et Gra owt aca _— — CY 
_— 


ABRA H A M. Offers his Son 1 SAM C. 


- 


ham's Houſe, Iſaac continued there 
ew awd; 2145, 1 PEACE, as ſole Heir of his 
} before Chrift 1859. Figthers Eftate; bur being 
now arrived to the Age of 37 Years, 
(as the Fewiſh Tradition tells us) GO Dto 
try Abraham, commands him to take his 


| and offer him on a Mountain he would 
tell him. | | 
Abraham, who remembred he had 


1 FF HMAEL being rurn'd out of Abra- 
| | 


* | Son, his only Son Iſaac, whom heloved,| 


—— 
bo Es 


anſwers him without any emotion ,? that: 
God would provide himſelf a Lamb. 
And being arrived at the place, to which 
God had directed him, he builc there an 


ing Iſaac his Son, laid him on the Altar 
upon the Wood, and ſtretching forth his 
Hand togk the Knife to ſlay him. : 
{ Bur God ſeeing, this unparallel'd and 
1 0j{tupendous Conſtancy in the Father , as 


| difficulcy. ro ſurrender the Gift to the 
| Donor z and his great Faith ſtifled all the| 
thoughts which did ariſe in him about] 


! bim, that fromthe very Iſaac (whom he 
'-was now- about to Offer ) his Poſterity 
' ſhould be multiplyed as the Stars of! 


| Heaven. Accordingly he Riſes carly in 


| prize ſecret in his Breaſt, takes Iſaac his; 
| Sor, and two Servants, Cleaves the Wood) 
; for the Burnt Offering , and goes to the! 
"Place of which God had told him. & * 
{ Having ſpent two daysinhis Journcy,': 
{during which neither the ſight of his 
| Dear Son, nor the Work he was ſent 


4 


| about, having been able to ſhake Ins 


| Faith) on the third Day lifting up his 2% 


| Eyes, he ſcesafar of? the Place appointed; 
| for this wonderful Sacrifice; -and having 
| charged his Servants to ſtay at the Foor 
| of the Mozntain, while he and his So 

went to worſhip God, he takes the Wood; 


' of the Burnt-Offering , and lays it © 


| Iſaac his Son ; who going up this Moun- 


| tain, laden with: the Wood which was to! 
| conſume him, was a moſt lively by 
i of the True Iſaac, who wentup to Mount 
i Calvary, bearing the Wood , upon whiclt 
; he was to conſummate the Offering of all 


| Offerings,and the fulfilling of all 47 /y | 


| Whilſt Iſaxc thus chmbs the Mozr 
{tain with his Father , who carryed th 
' Fire and Sacrificing-Knife in his hands , 
he asketh him where the Lamb was, tha 

|was deſfign'd for the Burnt-Offering. ' But! 
Abraham, 1na tranſport of Faith, as one; 
who had forgot that he was his Father, 


| received his Son from God, made no! 


40 their wicked Examples. 


willing that this great Sacrifice, which in 
(his Eyes, (who looks at the Heart) was 
ialready as good as accompliſh d , ſhould] 
'be ſullied with Blood, -to repreſent the 


|znbloody Chriſtian Sacrifices of Self-deniall 


jand Reſipnation, ſtops-his Hand by anj 
Angel from Heaven, as krowing now thar 
lhe cruly Feared him, ſeeing he had not 
2olwithheld his Son, his only and meſt dearly 
'BelovedSon from him-Hereupon Abraham! 


| 


Altar, laid the Wood in-order, and bind-} | 


well as Submiſſion 1n the Son, - and nor - 


ſeeing a Ram caught in a Thicket by his 
\Horns, offer'd him up to God, inſtead of) 
his Sor, and returned to his Houſe. _ .* + 
' This Hiſtory, ſo full of Myſteries, and! 
whereof all the particular Circumſtances 
-are ſuch lively Figures of what was} 
;afrerwards to betall Jeſus Chriſt, contains; 
'a moſt exccllent Leſſon for Parents | 
teaching them to have [10 greater Paſſion 
for their Children, than to offer them up: 
iro God. _ : 

| And S. Chryſoſtom thinks, He cannot 
| ſufficiently lament the Miſery of thoſe Chri-! 
{ſtran Parents, who inſlead of offering their 
|Children ap to God, like Abraham, ſacri-1 
( fice them to the Devil, by engaging them in| 
tbeVanity of the World, and corrupting 
| exible Diſpoſition by 


their tender and #4 


. 


An only Abra- 
| ham (faith he) offers his Son Iſaac to God, 
| but whole crowds offer their Children to 
|Devils; and the Foy we have to ſee a ſmall, 
| Number,who take ſome care to Educate their 


; Children, z quite flifled by the Grief we; 


receive from thoſe vaſi Numbers, that deſtroy 
| them, and who deſerve for their Ambition or 
| Negligence, to be accounted the Murtherers, 
| rather than Parents of their Chuldren. 
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GenXXIIL _ ſ 2t } TIED 


| TheD ath of SARAH; 


7 


Sarah Dieth. Abraham Purchaſeth a Boxying-place for Her of - the\ | 
Þ — Cildren of Beth © | T 


there he buried his Wife Sarah. : 

'Tis a thing we can never ſufficiently 
admire, that this Holy Man, having fo 
often received. repeated Aſſurances from | 
God, That all the Land where he then! 
ojourned, ſhould be his one day, yer | 
ould never think of making any Pur- | | 
haſe there, fave only of a Burying-place 


SAAC being reſtored to his Parents, 
I by the Command of him who act firſt 
mms; had beſtowed him, (again(t 
before if 1859. the order of Nature) was the 
comfort of his Mother in her old Age,who| 
being arrived at the Age of 127 years, 
died 37 years aftcr ſhe had born Iſaac. 
Abraham having Wept over her for ome | {chaſe 
[cime, conſiders of providing a Burying-| jfor himſelf and Children. = 
place for her, and to that purpoſe Ad- r0| It ſeems, ' hiscontinual eying of Hea- 
dreſſes himſelf to the Children of Heth. _ made him,deſpiſe the Earth , where | | 
He repreſents to them, that he was a| hc lived only to dye daily. And whilſt || 
Stranger in the Land, and entreats them _ was thinking to give a long Poſte- | | 
ro grant him the poſſeſſion of a Burying-| | rity to Abraham ; and to that Poſterity,the 
place amongſt them, that he mightþury | belt and moſt fruitful of all Lands, 
his Dead out of his Sight. o Abraham thinks of nothing, but his Death | | 
Fahy Buryal , and of leaving no other | 


The People of the Land receive his 
Requeſt with all che Kindneſs and Civi-j [Inhericance for his Children, but the ſame 
he had purchaſed for himſelf in his life | 


20|timc, viz. a - 07 9 ; thereby ro | 

engage them alſo co the continual Medi | 
tation of Death, and conſequently to a| | 
contempt of all Earthly and Outward | | 


Abraham, who (by a holy Generoſity) | 
would not be beholden to any Man,| |Pofeſtens whatſoever; the enjoyment of! 
[which being only momentany, are not; - 


|makes a becoming acknowledgment of q 
worthy cnough or proportioned to ems} : 


[their Civility ; and bowing himfelf to the} | 
People of the Land, ſaith to them; If it) {ploy 'the Thoughts and Deſire of an| : ? 


* 
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liry imaginable, giving him the Title, of 
ja Prince of God, and deliring him to take 
his choice of all their Sepulchres for to 
bury his Dead. 


Ae ano 
#4. OE Wa By 4g va when 
Say) \ke SAS Bo ti, Le 


be your mind that I ſhould bury my Dead 
out of my ſight, hear me, and entreat for me 


of the moſt honourable and chicteſt Mer 
amoneglt them) ro ſell me his Field,in which 
there 15 a double Cave for a poſſeſſion of a' 
_ |Burying-place amongſt you. | 


'fal, would needs frankly beſtow the 


hear me, the Field I freely give thee,and the 
Cave that 3s therein, in the preſence of the 
Sons of my People give I it thee ; Bury thy 
Dead. But Abraham being 'immovable-in 
his Reſolution, obliged Zphror at laſt to 
tell him, That the Feld he deſired was 
worth 400 Shekels of Silver , and {till 
continuing to preſs Abraham to accept of 
It as his free Gift, he (in preſence of the! 
People of the Land) ey out the Mony! 
Ephron had mentioned ,and by this means 
the Field of Ephron was made ſure to 
 |Abraham for a poſſeſſion for eyer , and! 


t© Ephron the Son of Zohar (who was one'3 


Ephron having heard Abrgham's Propo- | 
Greund upon him, ſaying, Nay, my Lord,| 


4 
1 


ed for the Enjoyment and Contempla- 


|Heavenly Objects and Pofleſitons. 


Thus this Holy Man did evidence, that; | | . 


he deſerved the glorious Teſtimony 
'S. Paul gives of him; That the Land of 


Immortal and Intelligent Creature,defign- | | 


Z | 


62 
| F 
# 


, Canaan, which was the moſt goodly Country, | © 


& 3 | 


| of the whole Earth, was either of no account! | | 


'at all with him, or at moſt, only ſerv'd him| | 
or a Looking-Glaſs, in which be bebeld; | 


tion of more laſting, yea, Eternal and; |! 


the Refleion of another , that is, of a\ | © 


thereof all the good things of this World 


Neceſlity. | 


Charity,or the ſupply of Natural 


Heavenly Country ; in the contemplation| * 
of which his Spirit was ſo continually em-\ 4: 
ployed , and as it were entranced, that. he © 


could Jay with $. Paul, That in compariſon, | | 


were but Dung and Drols in his eſteem,and|. . 
Jo far from tempting him beyond the Bounds | | _ 
- lof his Duty,that they weremot able to induce| | | 
him to have any conſideration for them , any| | \ 
further, than they conduced to the exerciſe of | © 
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| | | 
EIT ET Ep? REBERKAH- : 
BRAHAM \being ON, and think- ſand powerful, who reſolving to take al 
ing to take a Wife for his Sor) Tſazc,| [Wife for his Son, had ſear him to fetch one 
rw tends 4x8, TElolves not to:Marry him| [from amongit his Kindred; that being) 
_ cif 1855. to: any of the Daughters of |arriv'd in their Neighbourhood, he had 
the Canaanites amongſt whom he dwelr;| [prayed to GOD ro. give him a Sign, 
and therefore Commands Eliezer his| jwhereby he - might kaow this Damoſe/ 
(Steward, to go to Meſopotamia, there ro] {whom GO D had appeinted for Iſaac 
take a Wife for his Son. and finding by the Divine Indication, thar 
Eliezer accordingly undertakes the! Rebekah was the veryPerſon, he demanded 
| {Journey, and being come neer to thq 1 Yot them,whether rhey were willing to ler 
City of Nahor, Prays to God, That he jher go along with him, for that purpoſe. 
| would be pleaſed to point out to him the Bethel and Laban perceiving a plain| 
Perſon he had deſigned to be his Maſters | Finger of GOD in the whole Conduct of | 
| Scns Wite, by this Token, That when the ! this Aﬀair, gave their Confent ; where-; 
Damſels of the City came out to drawj upon Eliezer brought forth Veſſels of; 
Water, ſhe (who art his Requeſt ro draw | Gold and Silver, and Jewels, which N 


| 
iſfome Water for him to drink, ſhoul (preſented tO Rebekah, and to her Rela- 
 ; frankly offer to draw Water not only to |Lions, and the next Day prepared himte] 
; him, bur for his Camels alſo) might be to return to his Maſter. But Rebekabs oonnk 


| the Wife he had appointed for Iſaac. 24tions being unwilling. to parte with her! 


| Before he had made an end of Pray-! | jſo ſuddenly, urged him to tarry fomei 


ing, Rebekah (a Damoſel fair and lovely) | Days with them , which he refuſing ,1 


; the Daughter of Bethuel,che Son of Milcabj | Rebekah was called for, whom they had! 


| theWifc of in codrauryandhaving | difpos'd of without asking her Advice, as: 


, 
$ 


out of the City to drawWater; and having} ' | S. Ambroſe obſerves, ro know whether ſhe 
| ld her Pitcher, Eliezer ran to meet her; | were willing to go with Elrezer, which ſhe 
 |and deſired ſome Water to drink; which! | afh:ming, returns with ſpeed to his Maſter. 
ſhe readily gave him, and then haſted to| | | As they drew nigh. ro the Houſe, they 
| | draw IWater tor all his Camels. l ſee Iſaac walking in the Field, whereupon 
| This Faithſul Servant percciving by 39 Rebekab having underſtood who he was, 
| his, that aſſurcdly ſhe was the Perſon ! lighted from her Camel to Veil her felt. 
: whom the LORD had appointed to be4 | Eliezergives an account of his Journcy 
'| his young Maſters Wife, he immediately, | to Iſaac, who took Rebekah for his Wife, 
| preſents her' with a Jewe/ for her Fore) + and ctheAfﬀection winch immediately was 
| head, and Bracelets 1n acknowledgment ; kindt din him for her,comforted him againſt 
i of her Kindneſs; demanding of her, i theSorrow he had conceived for the Death 
| whoſe Daughter ſhe. was, -and whether of his Mother, who dicd 3 years before. 
| there was Convenience in her Fathers | We find in*this Relation, an admirable 

| Houſe to lodge him and his Company } | mcdel of an Holy Marriage, where the | 
' 1To which having return d an Anſwer 49 Enquiry 15 not after Portion or Wealth , but | 
according as he wiſh'd 1t, ſhe made haſtq | into the Manners and Innocence of "the party, 
home to acquaint them with what had paſt. | | ard is undertaken with great Care and many 
Laban her Brother having heard his | Prayers, and bz the Advice and Mediation of 
Siſters Report, and ſeen the Jewe/ ve | wiſe and holy Perſons. a: 


Pracelets Abraham's Servant had g1VC {| S.Ambroſe would have all young Wo- 
her, ran out to meet him, and dcfred \men zo learn of Rebekah , who Veiled her 
him to come in. E/iezer being entred,] |ſe/f. ſo ſoon as ſhe ſaw aac , ro expreſs their 
and Mcat-fer before hin , Protetled he! | Modeſty and Shamefac dneſs even 10 their 
| would neither Eat nor Drink till he had] | Husbands themſelves, by endeavouring to 
reccived an Anſwer to the Buſineſs about!50/pain rheir Hearts;not ſo much by their Beauty 
which he was ſeat. He acquainted them, {and. Dreſſeng (which Rebekah might have 
that he was Abraham's Servant, that GO Dj |dene) as by their Modeſty, and the holineſs of 
had bleſſed his Maſter, and made him rich! |their Manners and Converſation. 
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| JACOB and E SAU. 
0s Eſau Sells his Birthright to Kos Brocher for a Meſs of P otage. 


{born came out Red and Hairy, and was! | + 
called Eſau, and immediactely after came! | Np 
Tout his Brother, whoſe Hand took hold! | : 
on Eſar's Heel, which-gave him the name! | | 
of .Zacob. LES If 4 
When cheſe two Children were grown; | 
up, it hapned that Faceb on | 
a time fod Lentil-Potage, 
and Fſaz at the ſame time” 
returning from Aunting , : 
(which was his ordinary employment) | 
himfclf, as a Stranger anda Pilgrimin the} [and being extremely tired and hungry, | - 
Land of Canaan,withour the lealt thought} | with ſuch greedineſs deſired this Portage, | : 
of returaing to Challe. \thar Zacch perceiving .1t, would not part; | - 
 Healways ſubjefted his Reaſon to his) |with it till he had promiſed co fell him; | : 
Faith, and his tendereſt Natural AﬀeCti-| jhis Birthright in conſideration thereof ;; |- * 
| ons to the Love he had for God. He fol-}, jto which he readily agreed. *ji1.4 
! lowed God every where, without making The Fathers tell us, That theſe two Chil-i | © 
;a halc at che f1ight'of Dangers., His Pru-| {dren repreſent to us two People , viz. the | | 
dence delivered-him from thoſe to which). Good and the Wicked, who ſtand always at.| © 
Sarahs Beauty had expos'd him, and his | defiance rogether from their Birth. The fixft | © 
| Courage vanquiſh'd thoſe he voluntarily | of theſe is repreſented by Eſau, who ſeemto. - 
'ran into,to reſcue Lot his Nephew. And | be the Firſt-born, by reaſon of the advantages. | © 
at length, having ſpent 175 years in th | .. | they have in this World who notwithſlanding' © 
; Continual exerciſe of all holy Vertwes ſer {proves himſelf the Servant of the younger ; | 
Graces, and having received: the highely | becaaſe the wicked (even by their wickedneſs) | 
Favours, Commendations, and Teſtimo- 39 do good ſervice ro the Juſt, either by purify- © 
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| FTER the .happy conſummaring 
{ {1 of Taacs Marriage uo Rebekah, 
Abraham lived yet ma- 
proteyyair arms ny years,'G 0 7 af. laſt 
tor Coming imo ke Land of Calling him to himſclf,| 
[ent feat on for to cnjoy thoſe 
Ps pood things which his 
great and unparallel'd. Fairh had always 
"had in its Eyc. He had the happineſs to 
| reſtific his Faithfulneſs to God, even to his 
| laſt breath, raking pleafure ro look upon 
| 


They were aboat 20. 
years of Age,accord-}! 
ing to Sainte Auſtin, 
Anno Mundi 2188.1 
before Chriſt 1816., 
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. + + : « Su : , "* 


| nies, that ever .any meer Mar received 
(from God himſelf, he was by him ar laſt 
| tranſported to the poſſeſſion of that ber- 
'ter and Heavenly Country , which by 
- {1 Fazth he had ſo otren taken a proſpect of 
; G0D(as the Scripture obſerves) after his 
| Death multiply'd his Divine Bleſſings on 
| his Son Tſaac,to whom nothing now wag 
' wanting to make him compleatly happy, 
- {but the Fruitfulneſs of his beloved Rebe- 
(hab; for they had been Married 20 years 
| withour haying any Children. But Iſaac 

--iWho was now 60 years old , entreatin 

the LORD for his Wite, G0 D heard hi 


\herWomb,Rebekab(terrified at this Acci-: 


Prodigy did preſage. The Divine Oracle 
anſwered, That theſe two Children ſhouid be 
the Heads of two People, and that the eldeſt 
of them ſhould ſerve the younger. Accord- 
ingly when her time was come , ſhe was 
delivercd of Twins. He who was firſt 


I 
o 


Prayers,and ſhe became great with Childj 
of Male Twins, who ſtrugling together in! 


;dent) enquired of the LO RD what this] | 


SO 


i Zig them by their Perſecutions, or by making. © 
| ; p I 1 
; them more humble by the fight of the Sins © 
' which others commit, from whom God has, © 
, choſen and ſeparated them , without \any of | | 
| their con 5kall or diſcerning, even from thetr | 


| Mothers Womb. 


| Efau ſelling his Birthright for a Meſs of : 
' Potage, may well make thoſe tremble', who. * 


| - | | 
| haſte to enrich themſelves with the contemp-' 


[ 
| this flate never bemoan themſelzes ; 


and with the Swine of the World. 


49 tible Wealth of this World, and who inflead * 

i of rejefling them readily like Jacob,” on the * 

| contrary renounce all the Happineſs of Hea-| | - 
| ven, to poſſeſs them. But thoſe who are in| | 

; Eſau was little troubled that he had fold his| + 
Birthright, ſo thoſe Perſons he was the © 

i Figare of, little mind their loſs of Eternal| 
| Riches, if they may but ſatsfie their Lufts K 
in enjoying the. pleaſures of Sin, which laſt| | 
(but for a ſedfor; thereby /hewing themſelues| 
to be profane and wild Eſaus, who negleting| | 
\their heavenly Birchright 7: Jeſus Chritt,\. - 
= up with the enipty Husks of Vanuty,! | 
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"_ RE-HT HE 
ISAAC BLESSETH_JACOP 
faac intending to bleſs Eſau,by the wiſdom of Rebekah be/tows bis Blefling 
'0n Tacob., to whom the ſame (according to Divine Appointment) did belong. | - 
TD SAY having ſold Facob his Birth- [theſe Words, but Eſau comes in trom 
ripht, Rebekah their Mother, who| |Hunting, and having preparcd his Savoury| 
Ame Mend; 2245, had a tender Love for Facob,| |Meat, brings it in to his Father Iſaac, and 
oma. "wa ratified the ſaid Birth-right| jdefires him ro-cat of his Veniſon, that his| - 
_ [1375eareld, and 1g him many years after, by| |Sou! night bleſs him. 
44 years. an holy piece of Craft, and The Holy Patriarch perceiving what had: 
{full of Myſteries. - '  - -| Jhapned was extreamly ſurprized, inſo-! 
| For Ifaac being ſenſible of his great} © [much that he Trembled exceedingly. 
{But perceiving a Divine DireAion in the 


| Age', and willing to bleſs his Chi/dren| |B 
before his Death, called to him his elde(tj!1?|whole conduct of that Aﬀeur , ſo far was! 
he from retracting what he had done, 


| Son Eſau, whom he loved, and bids himj | 1C Na 
take his Weapons, his Quiver and his Bow,j . |that he confirmed and ratified it, decla- 
ring that as he had Bleſſed, fo he ſhould 


and go out to bunt ſome Vemiſon fer him, [ fled 
| and make him $ avoury Meat,ſuch as he loved, be Bleſſed. Eſau Upon hearing theſe words 
from his Father, crycd with a great and 


* | that his Soul might bleſs him before he died. 
| - Rebekah immediately acquaints Facob) jexcecding bitter Cry , and ſaid, Bleſs 
- | with what paſſed, and bids him fetch herji |me, even me alſo my Father: And then | 
reficEting and complaining of the Deceit 


\rwo Kids, that ſhe might make Savoury | 
| Meat for Iſaac, ſuch as he loved. Facobj jof his Brother, he asked his Father, whether 
he had no more than one only Bleſſing ? 


| having herein obey'd his Morher,ſhe makes! 29jhe h 
| haſte to dreſs them after ſuch a manner as} |Being in this reſpet(as the Fathers obſerve) 
la Figure of thoſe. who are deſirous to unite 


| | 
| ſhe knew her Husband liked beſt. In the 

f |God and the World together, cafl about how 

\they may enjoy. the Comforts of Heaven, and 


mean time ſhe takes goodly Rayment of; 

her cldeſt Son Eſa, and puts them upon! . | | 
? the Pleaſures of the Earth both together, 
| - Tfaac moved with the bitter Cries of 


© ! Facobher younger Son ; and ſhe put the 
| Skins of the Kids upon his Hands, and | 
{upon the Smooth of his Neck, to the end] jhis Son Eſau, Bleſlcth him alſo, but ſo as 
co ſubjegt him to his Brother ; which i 
made hi! h an implacable ! 


' that his Father (whoſe Sight failed him) 
Fo conceive ſuc | 
Hatred aſt Facob, that he deſired 


20 


| 
| 


| in perceiving the Voice of Faced, might 39 
| notwithſtanding (by the Hairyreſs of his 


' Hands and Neck ) ſuppoſe him to be Eſaz.). 


. Facab coming to his Father, with the 
| | Meat his Mother had prepared, and deli- 
| ring him to cat of, his Veniſon; Iſaac was 
 ſurprized to! hear a Voice which reſem- 


| bled that of Facob, rather than the Voice; 'Sinner, as Jacob here was in that of Eſau. 


| of Eſau, bid him come near to him , that 
| he might feel, whether he were his very, 


. | Son Eſau or no; and feeling the Har of 49\ the good things of the World, and of the | 


_ | the Kids-5hins, 


acobs 
[ 


he ſaid, the Voice 35 J 
' After he had caten,as he went to kiſs Zacob, 
_ | he ſmelled the ſmell of his Garments, and! 
| bleſſing him ſaid ; Behold the Smell of my 
Son is as the ſmell of a Field which the Lord 
hath bleſſed; therefore God give thee of the 


' Voice , but the Hands are the Hands of Eſau. - 


| Dew of Heaven,and plenty of 'Corn and Wine., 


o 


|berng the Eldeft, to receive the Bleiling of his 


gal 

noching tor than his Fathers Death, | 
'that he might kill him. | | 
' ThyM [yferious Hiſtory throughout, repre- 
ſents tous in all the parts of it, Jeſus Chriſt, | 
\cloathed in the outward appearance of a 


p 
Ul 


It js alſo an admirable Figure of the Repro- 
:bation of the Jews , who deſired nothing but 


 Eleftion of the Church ; which (like David) 
defires but one thing of God, and requeſts 
but one Blefling. 
We muſt have a care, (as S-Paul ſaith)not 
't0 imitate Eſau, who having ſold his Birth- | 
;right toJacob, and deſiring afterwards , as 


| Father,was rejeted without being able to per- 


| Let People ſerve thee, and Nations bow down iſwade his Father, to revoke what he bad pro- 
\ | to thee : Be Lordover thy Brethren, and let 5@i\nounced in favour of Jacob, notwithflanding 

| thy Mothers Sons bow down to thee. Curſed; -|þis entreating it with many Tears. For as he 
| be every one that Curſeth thee , and bleſſed be had deſpiſed God, God alſo deſpiſed his Cries | | 
| » land Tears,as not proceeding from a ſincere 


; be that Bleſſeth thee. 
Scarcely had Iſaac made an end of } |Repentance, nor from a true change of Heart. 
| T5 | = _ JACOB| 
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Jacob Fleeing from his Brother, /ees in a Dream a Myſtical Ladder. | 


He Anger of Eſau againſt 7acob, orced to take up his Lodging, haying! : 

who had beguiled him of his} Ino other: Bed but che Earth, nor any; + 

The ſame Year 2245. Fathers Bleſſin b was too ofter Pillow to reſt tis Head upon, ciriey 
| 


_ EBRD 7 
| 


my bag win; 2 Viſible ro. be hid from Re- hat a Stone could afford him, he falls! * 
years old. becca, and the tender Love! [into a ſound Shep. . .. ©... 6 
ſhe had for Facob,made her very ſolicitous| But the meannefs of his Lodging could; 
how ſhe might beſt prevent the facal efefs: jnot bar him from the Divine Preſence} | 
| thereof. Having well weighedthe Marter,!*? ſand Favour; for G0 D ina Dream repre-} | 
ſhe thought it neceſſary for Facob to} fſents to him how near he 15 to thoſe whot / 
abſent himſelf, and give way to his Bro-! ' are poor and perſecuted by cher Bre-: : 
ther for a time, to the end, that avoiding| \hren for his Name fake, ' and what a! : 
his ſight for ſome years, it might nutigate cen Care he has of chem 1n this! | 
or quite efface the Wrath he had concciy d! itheir ſad and ſolitary Condition, as to! : 
againſt him; and therefore ſhe choſe} outward appearance. "". 150 


- 
823 
&% 


rather to deprive herſelf of the fight and] | For this Holy Man in his Dream beholds: | - 
company of her dearly -bcloved Son, ja Ladder, the Foot whereof ſtood upon! | 
| than to expoſe him to the direful Conſe-}, |theEarth,and the Top reached ro Heaven, 
| quences of his Brothers Wrath,prefcrring!” and the Angels of G OD aſcending and! : 
herein the ſafety of her Sor, before her, (deſcending upon it. He alſo ſaw thei. 
own fatisfaction. | | 'LORD himſelt ſanding above ic, who; : 
To make this her deſign the readier to]. jſaid, I am the LORD GOD of Abrahami*. 
be approved of by Iſaac, ſhe took an} [thy Father,and the GOD of Iſaac ; the Land : 
occaſion to diſcourſe with him abourj |whereon thou lieſt will I give thee , and 10: 
| Facob's Marriage, aſſuring him, That ſhe! |zhby Seed; and thy Seed ſhall be as the Duſt\- 
| ſhould neyer be able to bear it, if Facob iof: the Earth, and in thy Seed ſhall all the! . 
ſhould take one of the Dawghters of the! Famikzes of the Earth be bleſſed; and behold: 
| | Land of Canaan for his Wife , following|2, I am with thee, and will keep thee. whither-\- 
| the lewd Example of his Brother Eſaz,|” |ſcever thou goeſt, and will bring thee again - 
{who had: Married two. of ' them , not} |into this Land, for I will not leave thee!” 
| regarding the averſion his Parents had) !unii/ I have performed all that I have;\ 
; againſt them. She therefore deſires Iſaasg |promiſed unto thee, ' _ =: Ji 
' ro ſend him into Meſopotamia to Bethuel |  Faceb awaking from his Sheep, and'; 
| her Father, that chere .he might provide |beingamazcd ac the Glory of the Viſion! | 
\ himſelf aWife. © © {| {that had been repreſented co him, could!: 
| © Jfeac readily pþproving of his Wives) inot contain himſelf from crying out ,|* 
| Propoſal,calls Facob ro him, and renewing | How dreadful iz this place ! for the LO RD;. 
all the Bleſſings he had formerly beſtowed) 40 #5 here,ths I knew it not: | *, || 
upon him, he charges him to take him a! | 7hzs Viſion, and this Myſtical Ladder, of : 
Wife of the Daughters of Laban, his| which the Fathers tell us ſo many choice |: 
Mothers Brother.  .! Ithings, livelyrepreſents to-us, the Care which|: . 
Thus Facob leaves his Native Country,, |the' Divine Providence in all Ages would, 
rather like a poor Fugitive. ayoiding che! take of thoſe that are his, that be would be\. 
Anger of his enraged Brother , than as a! [preſent with them in the time of their Affli-|: 
rich and wealthy Perſon; who goes aj |ion, and in the place of their Exile and|\. 
Wong with all the Ornaments and Arrou-| |Pilgrimage, and that they ſbould never want | 
| zerments common'in that caſe with the] |theafſiſtance and comfort of the Holy An- |: 
Men of the World: And when in this his|g of gels. And that therefore they ought not to fear |: 
ſtate of Poverty and Deſertion ( which| |the'Wrath of Men, nor the Conſpiracy of |: 
admirably well repreſents to us the Diffi-! their own Brethren againſt them z foraſmuch\" - 
culties and Tribu..ations that accompany aj; (as all thoſe would but make them find God |: 


Chriſtian Life) he had lighted upon a " preſent with, and ready to help them in || | 


20 
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ccrtain place in the open Fte/d,where (by| {a/ltheir Difficultics and Neceſlities whats 
reaſon of the approaching Night, he was -- Ti 


— —- 4 cever; : | | | 


Mr 7 _- I 
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|  |with ſome Shepherds near a Well in the 


| | The ſame year 2245. 


|they knew one Laban the Grandchild of 


and having made himſelf known unto; 


[526] 
4], and 
_ ._ Jacob Serveth his Uncle Laban for Rachel his Daughter. : 
J? COB being aſſured by this Myferi-f |During which time Faceb had fix Sons by 


LEAH. 


——— 


J ous Viſion of the Divine Protection,| |Leah, but Rachel continuing barren for 
went very chearfully on his| , |a great while, was ſo much grieved there- 
Way to Haren,and meeting| |at, that envying her Sifters fertility, ſhe ar 
| laſt burſt out into that paſſionate Expreſ- 
lion of her ſorrow to Facob, ſaying,Give| 
me Children,or elſe I die» Some time atter' 
G 0 D. was pleaſed to caſe her of this ſore 
Afﬀiiction, and to hear her Prayers, fo thar 
| Nahor ? Who having anſwered him, That|19|ſhe conceived a Son, whom ſhe called! 
they knew him very well; added, That! | Zeſepb. | | 
Rachel lis Daughter was coming thither! Zacob after the Birth of his'Son Foſeph,; 
with his Sheep to Water them at the Well.' {defircd leave of Laban to Re- me und: 1259.) 
Zacob no ſooner ſaw her coming, bat he! [turn with his Wives and uns ” 

went and rolled away the Store from the; |Children into his own Country. He Re-| 
Wells Mouth , and watercd her Flock; |prefented to him, that having ſpenc four-| 
0) {teen Years in his Service, during which 
her, and4kifſed her, Rachel haſted away to, [time he had with all Care and Faithfu]- 
rell her Father Laban; who had no ſooner; ! neſs diſcharged the difficult and labori- 


Field, which had a great Store on the 


Mouth thereof, where they uſed ro Water 
their Flocks : He asked them , Whether; 


heard theſe Tydings of Facob, but he ran; 2% ous Eniployment of managing hisAfﬀairs, 


'and improving his Eftate, that thetefore; 
| . . . . . 

'it was now high time for him to think of| 
| providing for his own Family. Laban. 


forth, and embracing and kifling lum, 
brought him to his Houſe. = —; 
Zacob perceiving a mamteſt Divine; 


| Direion 1n all theſe particulars, acquaints 
| Laban with the occaſion of his under- 
taking that Fozrney, diſcourſes to him the 


: 
' 


| aſmuchas he could not endure that Facok . by Laban)he continucd to take the bar- 


. 
F 
: 
: 
: 
: 


a bargain with him to ſerve him ſeyen 


having learnt by Experience, that the' 
;LO RD had bleſſed him for Facod's ſake, 
earneſtly conjured him to continue long-+ 
;&r; which if he would agree to, he bouſa 
was under to abſent himſelf from him! | be his own Carver, and have what Wages 
for acme. —- ; |he would require ; whereupon ' Facob: 

Laban readily complies with Facob's 394 having mentioned the Conſideration he 
deſire of continuing with him.; but for- | required ( which. was readily embraced 


Fury of his Brother, and the neceſlity he 


* 


ſhould ſerve him for nothing, Facob makes 


| then and care of all his Flocks and C atteh 
| upon jum for fix years longer. _ | 
The-Fathers, in taking a view of the Life; 


cars for Rachel his youngelt Daughter, | | 
| of Jacob, could not ſufficiently admire. the| 


* [when they were ended, he would give him 
'R.xchelalfo ; but yctupon this condition, 


|" Theſe Seven years being expired, Facob 
expected Rachel,whom he fo paſſionately; 
loved, but found himſelf ar laſt wholly; 
fruſtrated of his hopes; for Laban not 


| thinking fitto Marry his younger Daugh-| 4 


| ter before the elder, took Leah the cldcr, 
| ome Mundi 2252. And brought her to Facob by: 
| e Chri 52. 2 . ; | 
part r= fy i Night; who not knowing 
34 years old. 


Rachel, took her to his Bed. | 
Zacob in theMorning perceiving what _ 
ban had putupon him, complains thereot! 


| with great Reſentment; but Laban endea-| 


vouring to appeaſe Facob's juſt Diſpleaſure,] 


That 12x ſhould ſerye tor her other 7 years. 


| 
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but that it was his Beloved; 


folemnity of his firſt Marriage , and that! 


F 


. 


g made unto him of being fole Lord and Poſ- 


| Divine Conduit towards thisHoly Patriarch, 
i whom helexpoſed to Twenty years hard Servi-\ 
| tude, notwithſtanding the Promiſes he - had 


| ſeſſor of the whole Land of Canaan. His| 
| Sons were to be the Princcs of a numerous | 
' People, and their Father is fain to be a Ser-] 
| vant, and by hard and continual Labour and: 
' Watching to ſupply the Neceſſity of himſelf 
| and Family. God was willing (lay they) by: 
| this Example, to ſhew that the glory of the! 
Paſtors and Teachers of the Church, 1s toi 


be employed in continual Labour and Warch-) 


| defires him to allow ſeven Days tor thelsq ing for the good of. the Souls committed to 


| their Charge , and in thoughts of providing! 


- 
{ 


| for, and ſatisfying their Flock , rather than 
| themſelves. 


< JACOBS 
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acob's 


- | | | 
eturn to his 


4 Jacob ieaves: Laban, to Return to his own Country. 


” 
2 


”T He Bleflings that G OD ſo plenti-| 
fully howr'd down upon Facob,and 
mo Mandi 2265.) And ON all that belonged to 
before Chr: 1739 Hzm,ſo excited Laban Envy, 
Jacob- being 104 7 ; : | s 

years old. that he perceived it was his 

Prudence to leave Meſopotamia , for the! 


him to quit Canaan. 
Thoughts were ruminating in his Mind, 
without daring to pur them in execution 
for fear of undcrtaking any thing from 
a motion of his own Spirit, GOD him- 
ſelf commanded him to Return to the 


with him,and to detend him in his Journy. 
Facob hereupon caſts about, how t 
accompliſh God's Commands, and re 
ſolves to do 1t in the molt ſecret manner, 
and to depart from Meſopotamia 1th 


is, like a Fugitive, To this purpoſe , 
he calls for his two Wives, and dif:) 
courſes to them his Delign, which they! 
| approv'd of,and agrecs to follow him : So 
; Facob taking his opportunity during La- 
ban's Abſence, went his Way privately, 
taking his Family and Poſſeſſions with him. 

Laban being inform'd of his ſudden 
unexpected Departure , and miſling 
ſome of his Idols, which Rachel without 


the knowledge of her Husband had! 


purſues him Seyen days, and ore 
him on Meournt Gilead ; but before thei 

coming together, G'0 D appears to Labar 
ina Dream by Night, charging him _ 
in the leaſt to hurt Facob. | | 


- 


plains to Facob, reproaching him for 
baſely ſtealing away trom him, and hur- 
rying away his Dazghters, as Captives' 


1l done to conceal his Departure, and 
thereby to prevent him of taking his laſt 
| FareweFof his Children, and to ſhew his 
Paternal tenderneſs for them ; and con- 
cluded, That however he might exerciſe 
himſelt with the Poſſeſſion he had to Re- 
eurn to his own Country and Fathers Hoſe, 
yet that his robbing him of his Idols was 
athing unjuſt, and that he could haye no 
Pretence or Plea for it. 4 

. Facob at theſe Words interupted 


im, and having excuſed the Privacy of 


ſame Reaſon that before had obliged}. 
Whilſt theſe 


place of his Nativity, and promiſes to be] 


As ſoon as they were met, Laban com- 


IO 


ZO 


taken with her, in a tranſport of Paſſion 


| 


\and hard dealing-rowards him; __ 
0 


ſame manner as he firſt came chither,chay 20 


the World : He took care not to burthen bim 


his Departure, abſolucely deny'd the 
raking away the ſaid [dels, fo far as ro 
eive him leave to kill the Party with 


ſought them with great diligence, ar*lait 


lenters Rachels Tent ; but betore his com-} 


ing ſhe had carctully hid them in che 
Camels Furniture, and fitting upon then, 


ſhe roſe not up to pay him her dutiful 


cxpoſtulare with him for his moſt unjuſt 


length, their Spirits being calmed bef 
their parting, they made a Covenant 'to 
obſerve Reciprocally,and having Feaſted| 
rogether,/ovingly take leave of cach other. 

In this Hiſtory, Jacob is to be admire 
as a perfeft model of that Wiſdom an 


Juſtice which we are to obſerve in living int 


ſelf with the poſſeſſion of any thing, bu 


| 


hey! he could take along with him , to the 


end he might not pe forced to depend upo 


lown, neither 10ck he ought that belonged t 
|arother. He bad enriched himſelf not onl 
without impairing others , but by procuring 
particular Profit and Advantage. 


(do nothing to his prejudice , nor hinder hi 
from departing from him with great RiChes 


ber Fathers Idols. 


by loving their Fathers more than God. 


whom he ſhould find them. Laban having| 


deſired her Farher, Nor to take 1t 11], that] 


Reſpects, as being at that time indipos'd.| 
| Laban being forced to Return without] 
{finding them, Facob begins ſharply to| 
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any one. As he loft nothing of what was his © 


Laban, who treated him ſo like a SlaveJ,; 
who wiſh'd him no good, but endeavoured tg 1 
| oppreſs and injure him , yet in effef could | 


| For when he came 10 Reaſon with Jacob, hi: : 
\ bad Nature became good , ibecauſe Jacob's | 
| Atzons were ſeaſon d withFuſtice and Wiſdom) 
40 and direfed by the guidance of Gods Spirit]! 
| Happy is he who with Jacob can ſay to|| 
caken by the Sword: He told him, It was |the. Devil and the World, Search, whether | 

| [there be any thing with me that is yaurs,and. 
take it : And who with bleſſed Rachel (tho 
'of an Idolatrous Family ) treads under foot,” 


- She (by her Example) teacheth Chriſtianj; 
|Daughters not ro follow the finfut Cuſtoms; 
of their Parents, who often deſire nothing|\ 
5olmore than to ſacrifice them to the 1dol off: 
Worldly Vanity ; Bur baving *an Eye to the|; - 
ternal and ſatisfying Delights of a Heavenly|; 
ountry, totake care not to forfeit, the ſame} 


JACOB 


—hs Tk FT GT 


Jacob -Weeſtling with an Angel. 
| Jacobs Wiſdom in appeaſmg Eſfaus Anger. Hu Wreſtling with an Angel. 
TAC 9 Bhaving thus cicaped the hands | {fdid.nor prevail againſt him, he couched]. 
\ J of Labax, thought of nothing now,| the Sinew or Hollow of his Thigh, and 
1 ay. but how he might efcapechoſe} fcauſed him to halt :; But Facob ox ne\ 

* of Eſau his Brother; 1n order] |Courage trom this happy hurr, cold him 
whercunto he ſends Meſlcngers before} jhe. had hurt him; and the Ange/ would 
- [hintuntothe Land of Seir, ro acquaint ffain have been gone, but Faccb would bod 
© .|Eſaz1n the moſt ſubmiſſive. way 1magi-| flet him go until he had' bleſſed him; 
._ |nable, thac having Sojourned with. Laban] [Then the Ange! demanded what was his 
[1n.Meſopotamza.tor ſeveral years, He was] |}Name, and gave him the new Name off 
{hen upon his return to his Fathers Houſe,|1®|Iſrael ; withal aſſuring him, Thar as he 
and that the occaſion of his ſending to; jhad been fo happy and ſtrong as to pre- 
i him was,that he might find grace in his ſight.| |vail with God, he had no necd to appre- 
 Butthe Meſergers (upon their Return)} Jhend any thing of danger from ' Mer; 
- {acquainting Facob, Thar as ſoon as they| jand inparticular from his Brother Eſa. | 

| had delivered their Meſſage to Eſa, hel | Not longafter Faceb ſeeing his Brother, 
had pur himſelf at the Head of 400! jcoming afar off,at the Head of 400 Mer, 
oy {Armed Men , and was already on his| - fand having ranged his Family in the order 
BW... |March to mcer him , he became ſeized; ihe thought belt, he paſſed on before them 
. |with an extream Fear, which made-him to meet him ; and as he came near he 
{caſt forthſtrong Cries to G 0 D, to deliver|20jbowed himſelt ſeven times ro the Ground 
: im from the Hand of Eſaz his Brother.j |before him, and 'not being able to reſiſt 
| Having thus firſt of all fixed his Con-| |the powerful impreſſion which Facob's| 
| fidencein G 0 D, he proceeded to make| |meck ſubmiſſion made upon his Spirit, 

'uſc of all his Natural Prudence to calm| jruns co mcet him, falls upon his Neck, 
his Brothers Anger ,*and to incline his] jand kiſſes him ; yea,his former Wrath was; 
| Heart towards him, which he thoughej jturn'd to that degree of Tenderneſs and 
| he could not ſo well do any other way] |A4ffefion,that he could not withhold -him- 
j than by Preſents. Wherefore having ſer] jſelf from Tears. He with pleaſure beholds 
| apart 200 She-Goats, 20 He-Goats, 200\ jthe Wires and. Children which G 0 D- had 
or ' Ewes, 20 Rams,8o Milch-Camels with their|3®|given him,and could hardly be perſwaded 
Et | Colts, 40 Cows and 1o Bulls, 20 She-Aſhes| |ro receive the Preſents that Facob deſigned! 

' and 10 Foals, he delivered them to his! for hum. | | 
| Servants, every Drove by: themſelyes,, | After this , Eſaz (to ſhew his kindneſs | 
with Orders co. leave a Space between} jto him) offered to keep Company withi 

every one, and cxpreſs Directions,how toj |him, and with his Armed Mex, .to be a; 


| behave themſelves towards Eſaz, to the] |Guard to him and his Company; but Jacob) 
+ end, that his Spirit ſecing thoſe Preſents} jhaving repreſented ro him how neceſſary 
' | paſs ſeverally, might by little and little} j1t was tor him to go onſoftly, becauſe be 
| be mollified rowards him, 'as well as by} |the tenderneſs of his young Children and; 
| the humble” ſubmiſſion of thoſe who|4olthe Herds with young, which if over- 
offered them to him in theName of their| {driven but one day, would certainly dic, 
E | Maſter. 8 | preſſed Eſau to March on before to; 
; Facoh having given theſe Orders, whichj - | Mcant Seir, where he would not fail to 

> IG - .werenot to be executed until the next day, | wait upon lum. | 
| cauſed his Wives and Children(with all thac Thus did he not only avoid the Anger of 
| © +; belonged co him) to paſs over the Brook] {his Brother, who had ſworn his deftrudtion , 
| Zabbok by Night, whilſt Facob was left] | but moreover changed it into Tenderneſs and 
\lalone on the other . ſide. Then Facob;. | Love. He did not fix his Thoughts upon the 
|betakes himfelf in carneſt Prayer to God, | conſideration of his own Innocence, or Eſaus 
foran happy iſſuc of the Meeting between|59 Guilt and Blame-worthinteſs; he blotted out of 
himand us Brother , whereupon a Mar,| | his Heart all the Reſentments he might have 
fig _ _ | (or ratheran Angel in the ſhape of a Man)| | had againſt him ;, and if he was troubled for 
_ | appeared unto him, and wreſtled with himj | his Misdemeanors, twas xather (faith S. Am- 
until the Break of Day; and ſeeing that he! | broſe) for his Brethers ſake than LES 3H 
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Dinah going to ſee the Daughters 


£4 A446 / eas | 
of the Land, Shechem R auv/ht her : 


__ Her Brothers to avenge the Afront kills all the People of Shechem. 


THEN Facob was returned from 
Meſopotamia , and dwelt pcace- 


| Lone 2274. ably at Salem, a City of the 


before Chrift 1910. 
D:inoh being about 
| 15 years old. 


alſo bought a Parcel - of 
occaſion'd him a great deal of Sorrow. 
Dinah (his Daughter by Leah) being 
one abroad to fſce .the Daughters of 
- |the Land, Shechem (the Son of Hamorthe 
Hivite, who was the King of that Country) 
having ſcen her, took her by force, and 
Raviſht her, and his Paſſion for her (till 
increaſing, he told his Father, That he 
deligned to Marry her, and deſired him 
- ito get her to Wife. 
Facob was ſtrangly afflicted ta hear this 


ment; and his Sons diſlembling their 
Reſentment, that they might the better 
revenge the Violence done to their Siſter; 
Anſwered Hamor and Shechem deccittully, 
who were come to defire them to approve 
of the Marriage of Shechem with Dinah, 
as well as of other reciprocal Marriages 
betwixt both People ,-that no ſuch thing 
could be,for that they were Uncircumciſed, 
| |butin caſe they would all conſent to be 


& 


[had propounded might well cake place. 

Hamor and Shechem having made this 
Propoſal to their Subjefs, they preſently 
|contracted and were Circumciſed. Bur on 
. |che third Day, when their Pain was moſt 


ſenſible,Simeon and Levi(Dinahs Brothers); 


[cook their Swords, and came boldly upon 
[the City, and. Slew all the Males without 
ſparing the King himſelf, or his Sor,whoſe 
unlawful Lſts were the firſt cauſe of this 


[the reſt of Facob's Sons entred the City, 


{ 


|Captives. | 

| Facob was extremely troubled at this 
their unheard of Revenge, complaining 
chat they had made his Name hateful and 
abominable amongſt the Inhabicants of 


ouſneſs , and that by their Abuſe of the 
Diyine Ordinance of Circumciſion to ſatil- 
fie their Revenge, they had as far as in 


Fi ets 


Shechemites , where he had| 


| |Ground, an Accident hapned, which} 


ſad News of his Daughter Dinahs defile-| 


' |Circumciſed, then the mutual Al/zances they | 
30 


pillaged it, and carried the Spoils both| 
of the City and Country along with them, |. 
{raking all cheir /irrle Ones, and theirWizes |. 


[che Land, by this their horrible Perfidi- $0 


png 


-< 


20 


{go to Bethel, the place where he ha 


all the Ciries round about them, that thd 


hem lay expoſed him, and his whole 
Family to apparent Ruine, for that he wa: 
bur few.in number; and not able 
ſtand them. #4 
Whilſt Facob was in no ſmall appre- 
henſion of the Miſchief, which the Vio- 


— 


man Cruelty, GOD commands him to] 
d 


appeared ro him when he fled from his 
Brother Eſau : And the Scripture takes 
notice, that GOD caſt his Terror upon 


their Will was good , they had not the 
Courage to puriue atcer the Sors of Facob., 
Soon after Facobs Arrival at Bethel 
Rachel (his Wite) died in ,,.*.. 
Labour of her Son Benjamin, beivre civif 1716 
and much about the ſame time Iſaac his 
Father dicd alſo, being 180 years of Age, 
and was Buricd by ls two Sons, Eſa and 


keep their vaſt Poſſeſſions or Herds of Cattel. 


conſidered by the Fathers, as a pregnan 
Example, teaching us to avoid vain Curio 


Chrittian Virgins are obliged to make thj 
uſe of it before all others. Retirement (fait 


and portion, and they muſt avoid ſeeing, 
being ſeen by the People of the World, an 
being overtaken with Dinahs Curioſity , 7 


defiring (like her) to ſee the Manners 0 


indeed amongſt Chriſtians , and profeſs the 


nelther can they ſufficiently tremble, whe 
they reflett on the fatal Conſequences of th 


had not prevented) of him and his Family. 
Eel = 


lence of Simeon and Levi might bring] | | 
upon him from the Neighbouring People, | © 
| [who had heard che reporr of their Inhu-|- | 


This Hiſtory of Dinah has always beenl | 


 [Curiofuty of this young Virgin 'of about| | 
I5S.years of Age; who by this vain-gazing,) | 
ot only loft her Virginity, but alſo was the| 
occaſion of her Brothers Perfidionſneſs and} | 
Cruelty,the ruin of a whole City,and (if God} | * 


to with-! | © 


Zacob; who ſoon. after parted from cach! | : 
other; one Ccuntry being not ſufficient ro} | 


ſary, and the Afﬀeftion of the Company of | 
| {Strangers. And S. Ambroſe tells us, Thatiff | | 
all ought from hence to learn this Inflrudtion} | - 


he) FI to be conſidered by them as their par hh : 


differ from them in all their Ways and De- \ | 
iportments. They cught preatly to fear their| | | 


[Bloodſhed. After this Bloody Execution, j4® 
Strange Women, I mean, ſuch as livd 


Name of Chriſt, but in truth are. Heathens, |' © 
as to their Manners and Converſation 4 | 


© Os 
| * Let 


- JOSEPH | | 


$1" IE 


—— 


TEE 


Gen, XXXVIE. 


J ofcph is Sold by his Brethren into Egypt. 


© - 5 © NNN 


F4co B,who had lately eſcaped.a War 


with Strangers, was fain ſoon after 


12-years before the 
Death of Iſaac. 


being between thoſe of his own Flefb 
and Blood. EL 0-4-; 

- Foſeph (the Son of Rachel ) being the 
laſt of the Children that were born to 
Facob in Meſopotamia at the Age of 16 


| years and upwards, accuſed his Brethren 


| to his Father of ſome enormous Crime, 
which the Scripture doth not mention. 
This bold undertaking of their younger 
Brother, and the. tender Love his Fatber 
| had for him, produced fo great Envy 
| againſt him, thar they could not ſo much 


i as ſpeak- one Friendly word to him. 
|! This their Hatred was much increaſed by 

his acquainting them wath two of his 
| Dreams; the one, That as he and his Bre- 


thren were binding their Sheaves,his Sheaf 
aroſe and ſtood up in the mid(t of theirs, 
and they worſhiped it: And the other,that 
he ſaw the Sur, Moon, and Eleven Stars 


-worſhiping him. Theſe two Dreams,which 


plainly prefaged his future Elevation , 


| excited a moſt furious. Hatred againſt 


him, which GOD made uſe of for his 


| Advancement. | 


-—O— * - 


-Some time after, when Jacob had ſence 
Foſeph to viſit his Brethren , (who fed their 
Flocks in Shechem ) they ſecing him com- 


him. ButRewber,his eldeit Brother,abhor'd 
this their deteſtable Deſign,and hiding his 


| | reſolution of Saving him, counſclled 
. | chem not to dip their Hands 1n the Blood 


of their Brother; but to ſatisfie themſelves 


to take him out, and deliver him to his 


| Father. 


His Brethren approved of Reubens Ad- 
vice, and baving {tript him of his Party- 


they ſat them down to eat Bread ; and they 


[lift up their Eyes, and behold a Company of 


Iſhmaclites that came from Gilead with their | 


what profit is it if we ſlay our Brother * 
Let us ſell him, and let not our hand be 


- pon him. for he is our Brother ; and they were 


a - _ 
Re HR —__ he « 
S - SG <a —_— 


Ammo Mend 2276, TO Meet With one 1n his 
| before Chrift 1728: Gn Houſe , . Which was the| 
more grievous unto him, as|* 


— 


| by caſting him into a Pir,hoping thereby | 


Camels, going into Egypt. And Judah ſaid, 


3 


| ing afar off, conſpired againſt him to ſlay] - 


coloured Coat, let him down into the Pit,and| 


' [rhat a wild Beaſt bad 


Q 


lcontent. And they took Joſeph out of the Bir | 
and ſold himto the I(hmaclites for 20 Pieces| 
of Silver, and they brought him into Egypr. 


And they r00k Joſephs Coat,. and killed a 


Kid, and dipped the Coat in the Blood, and 
ſent it to their Father. Aud Jacob at the firſt 
fight knew it to be hal ig and concluded 

devoured him, and 
being ſeized with a violent Sorrow, he rent his 


r9\Garments, put on Sackcloth\gnd mourned 


many days. And his Sons and Daughters 


[roſe up to comfort him ; but he reſuſed. 


Thus little Foſeph, who in his Dreams 


| [had had aforefight of his future Great- 


neſs and Elevation, yet did not foreſee 
his beirfg Sold for a Slave: And GOD, 
who revealed to him the Dignity he was 
to arrive at, concealed the Aftitions that 
were to make way for them- He was fain 


29!to giveway (tor a time) to the: Envy of 


his Brethren, that in this panticular (as in| 
many others) he might be a lively Image| 


 iof Feſus Chriſt, and the comfort of good 


Men, who inall Ages to come ſhon[d be 
expoſed to the Envy of the Wicked, and 
the Conſpirings of their own Brethren. 
| TheGrief of Jacob (which was ſo juſt) 
may nevertheleſs ſerve for an Inftruftion to 
all Fathers ; for thi he ſorely lamented his 
Death, yet probably that which was the chiefeſt\ 
' Cauſe, was bis loving him t00 well, which 
occaſioned his loſs,thereby flirring up the Envy 
| of his Brethren againſt him. . 
It 35 good to love ones Children; yea, it is 

but a piece of Fuſtice,to love thoſe better than 


others who are moſt vertuous: But it is of 


' dangerous conſequence to pive too open marks 
of it, becauſe this may be pernicious to the 


40 beloved, by exaſperating their Enuy to ſee 


him prefer d before them; and Fathers ought 
in this caſe to conſider, that they can ſcarce 
procure a greater advantage ito their Dar- 
lings, than to make them to be beloved of all 


 Itheir Brethren. 


And we need not wonder , if we ſee that 
a piece of Land, or a particular Legacy 


|\grven to a beſt beloved Son, doth excite the 


| Envy of all his Brethren ; becauſe we. ſee 


o bere, that a Coat only which, Jacob gave 


Joſeph, was the occaſion of this their great 
aycr{ion and hatred vnto him. | 
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JOSEPHS CHASTIT:Y 
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J ofeph is Tempted by Potiphar's Wife, and Caft into Priſon, 


was brought to Egypt , and Sold ra 
Potiphar, an Officer of Pharaoh, and 


never - abandons poor perſecuted lnno- 
cents) made Foſeph meet with more 
Kindneſs in a ſtrange Countrey, than he 
had found in hisown, from his Brethren: 
His Prudence, Modeſty and Fidelity, gained 
him his Maſters Heart ; who perceiving 
chat this young Bondman had nothing 
that was Servile in his Manners and 
Deportment, he made him Overſeer of his 
Houſe, and commairted all that he had to 
his carc and management-. | 
Whilſt Foſeph was thus beloved and 


Anno Mundi 2286. eltcemed by his Maſter, Poti- 


| Calm he had enjoyed; -for having oft 
| | caſt her Eyes upon Foſeph, ſhe Became| 
ſoon enflamed with unlawtul Paſſion for} 


him, which ſhe being no longer able t 
contain within the: Secret of her own 
Breaſt,it ſoon broke forth into words, and 
from Words to urgent Solicitations, an 


| aſt of all to open Violence. For findin 
Foſeph always immoveablc like a Rock, ag 


| 


having too much: Fear of GOD, as wel 


as Reſpect tor his Maſter, ever to incling 3 


co that Crime; This lewd Woman beins 
unable to overcome her Paſſion, or tak 
Example by the Modeſty of him wh 


| was her S/ave, having found him one 


day alone in the Hozſe,ſhe caught him by 
the Garment, and.would force him to d 
what he had formerly with ſo- muc 


þ - SE PH thus Sold by his Brethren ,| 


Captain of his Guard: But G0 D (who| 


ns han oe Phars Wife (by her dereſtable| 
27 yearsold., _ Tzff ) came to: trouble the 


I0 


2Q 


conſtancy refuſed. Joſeph ſeeing himſelf in}, 


eh1s 1mminent and preſſing Danger,lcay 


Ing his Garment in her hand, got away. |4© 


This Woman irritated by this rud 


| | Refuſal, ſoon changed her Aﬀection int 


b 


credulous Husband , whoſe Wrath being 


bcen kind,and juſt to his merit and yertue. 


A Hatredtull of Rage and Madneſs again 


him; and making a lowd Outcry, as 
Foſeph had come to tempt her counlawtfu 
Laſt, hen g to her Domeſticks (that came 
in upon her Outcry) Foſeph's Cloak,which 
ſhe prctended,that he upon her Reſiſtance 
and Outcry had left in her hands. . 
With this feign'd Story ſhe gain'd her 


cxtreamly kindled againſt Foſeph, caſt him 
into the —_ Priſon, ſhewing himſelf 
nowas unjuſt and crucl, as before he had 


go 


_ 


Cd. 


A Woman fpake , 
either Evidence or 
Joſephs chaſte deportment condenms h 
Luſt ; She undertakes therefore to. Sacrific 


ſity in him, which ſbe had trampled und 
foot. in ber ſelf. 

Thus (adds that Holy'Man , reflectin 
upon the Arian Perſecution.) it oft 
happens, that Priſons become the Lot 0 


commit Aduliry by embracing their Errors. 
However (continues that Father) let no 
the Righteous therefcre afflifs themſelves, fo 


God accompanies his ' Holy Ones in thei 


God. was with him) and 3s not aſhamed 
their Bonds ; but comforts them, and give 
' them favour in the Eyes of all them the 
have to deal with. | | 
As there was the time wherein God mad 
bare his Omnipotence by viſible Judgments 
ow maie uſe here of a Womans hatred, t 
make Joſeph a Ruler over all the Land o 
Egypt, But now in the time /of the ne 
Law (in imitation of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Martyrs ) Godly Men, who are treated 
this Holy Patriarch was, aſpire only afte 
his Patience, and not at all after tha 


 Atﬀflictions, which proceed both from th 
hand of God and Men., they Eye God 
alone, ' and not Men. They know they are, 


Greatneſs which feconded it; and in thei 


always guilty before him, tha not of th 


tily bleſs. the Hand, which (at the ſame time| 


contributed to their Sufferings, but rather 


I have in Heaven him who 1s Fudge and 


the recompence for what | 


_ Thus((ſacth S, Ambroſe): the Voice: of. Ck- | 
Witneſs : She fees that | 


him to her Revenge, and to puniſh that Cha | 


innocent Men,and that thoſe who employ their, | 
utmoſt Affroms 10 corrapt the true” Faith} * 
have put cthers' into Irons, ”P would not |. 


Dungeon (as it 35 here ſaid of Joſeph, that” 


Crimes they are accuſed of z and they hear-| 


it firikes) heals. They not only ( like Joſcph) | 
| entertain no 1Ul-will againſt thoſe who have, 


think themſelves thereby obliged to love| 
them the more. They reckon the days of their|. 
Aftition amongſt the happieſt idays of their | 
life, and even when they are perſmaded, that|| 
|they can look for no liberty,but fromthe hands 
of Death, they comfort themſelves with that| 
which was Jobs comfort in his diftreſs,aud /ay,) 


Witneſs of my Heart, and of him alone If 
expect the clearing of my. Innocence,and] 
now ſuffer. |: 

JOSEPH] 


— 


— 


. 


140 


Ts 1 


4 
EC _ 
eas 


" CenXLT. 


AG et 3 i ee <—— ACES Draw... 


| F SEPH being caſt into Priſez,,madc 


| Love; and that the more we cxpoſe our 
|{ſclves by our Faithfulneſs to him, the more 


[> JOSEPH: A 


| 2reats for Pharaoh , which the Birds came 


| between thoſe his two Companions in his 
| Sufferings, aſſures the Baker, that within 


Pharaoh in his Dream ſaw 7 very fat Kine| 


DVANCED. 


—_— — — — — 


J it appear (by the Favour he found 


# there) that Places which are inacceſlible |' 


to Men,arc not ſo to the Divine Mercy and 


he loads us with the marks of his Favour. 
Foſeph in all his Carriage gaye ſuch preg- 
nant Evidence of his Vertze and Wiſdom, 


over them. Fel thn | 

Whilſt cheſe chings paſſed, two Oficers 
ofPharaoh,the one his chief Butler,and the 
other his Baker, having offended their 
Lord, and being pur into the ſame Priſon 


very ſignificant and preſaging Dreams. 
The Butler, That a Vine was before him, and 


bloſſomed,and brought forth ripe Grapes,which 


| be took and preſſed into Pharaohs Cup, and | 


preſented it to him. The Baker,That be had 
three Baskets on his head, and that in the 
zppermoſt Basket were all manner of Bake- 


and eat out of the Basket that was on his head. 
Foſeph at that time being a Figure of! 
Jeſus Chriſt, by the diflerence he made 


three Days he ſhould have his Head cur| 
off,and his Body hanged upon a Tree; and: 


| theButler,that within three Days Pharaoh! 


ſhould reſtore him to his Place,and pray d; 


ey vs the unmindful of Fofeph , unul: 
yearn old. _ about 2 years after Pharaoh: 


his Magicians could interpret, this Officer 
call'd to mind the Dream which he had! 
in Priſon, and Joſeph's Interpretation. ! 


come out of the River Nth, and feeding 


—_—_—_—_ 


| know che Interpretation of his Dreams, 
© | | them for. | 


'in a Meadow, and afterwards faw 7 other 


Kine coming out of the fame Rzver, bur 


extreamly lean, and ghaſtly colook upon, 
which devoured the 7 fat Kine. Atterthis|. 


ſaw 7 Ears of Corn upon one talk full and 


fair, which ſoon after were devoured by|. 
| 7 others, 'that were thin and blaſted. | 


Pharach being much concern'd to! 


with Joſeph , they hapned to .dream two 


* 


that the Keeper committed all the Priſoners [19 
to his Care, giving him full Authority | 


on the Vine three Branches , which budded, j20 


O 


. 


chancing to. have a Dream,whuch none of 4.0 


(being fallen aſlecp again) he dream, hej50 


: [prevent the fatal effects thereot,he coun- | 


|a ſupply during the 7 years of Famine. 


thim ride 1n his ſecond Chariot, the Heralds 


ſcheBurle preſents himſelf before the King, 
and tells him of Joſeph, who immediately 
ſent for him. Joſeph having heard the King 
tell his Dreams, acquaints him, that they 
ſignified 7 years to come of great plenty, 
which were to be ſucceeded by. 7 other 
years of. the extremeft Famine; and to 


{clled theKing to appoint greatStorehouſes 
chroughour all the Land, to lay up all the 
Surplus of the Plentifal years,to ſerve for 


Pharaoh admuring the Wiſdom of Joſeph, 
preſently concluded with himſelf,chat no 
body could be more fit to manage this | 
Aﬀair than himſelf ; and accordingly 
contcrrd upon him full power over all 
the Land of Egypr, toorder things as he 
ſhould chink fic, and ratified this new 
Dignity to him, by taking a Ring from his 
ownHHand and putting it upon 7oſepbs,and 
a Gold-Chain about his Neck, and making 


proclaiming before him, Bend the Knee. 
Thus this Holy Man began to enter upon | 
his ſlate of Glory, and to quit-the Suffering 
circumſlances wherein God before had placed 
him, that by them (as ſo many ſleps) he might 
mount him to the Pinnacle of Glory. Neither | 
was he dazled by this ſudden removal from a 
Dungeon Darknels,to the higheſt Meridian 
of Court Glory ; for as bis Afliions could 
not depreſs him, ſo neither could this high and 
unlookd for Honour lift him up. He received | ' 


with an equal and indifferent temper from the 


him to remember him in his Proſpericy.' |hands of God the good and evil things of 
ms Mund: 2289, But the Butler was wholly | (this World > and continually kept his Heart 
'in that uniform Moderation , that in the 


midſt of his great power, he never bad a 
thought of Revenging himſelf of thoſe, who 
by their Calumnies had ſo unjuſily afflicted ' 
him, and whom he thought but too ſeverely 
puniſhed by the Sole remembrance of their | 
Crimes, and the deſpair and gnawing Cnecks 

of their own Conſcience. el 


Theſe Changes tiſibly hapned here on | 


[Earth : but there are others that happen ſiill | 


every day inviſibly by a Miracle incomparably - 
preater,of which the Elevation of Jolcph was 
only a Figure,when thoſe who have(as it were) 
been trod under foot by Men,and made vile by | 
Priſons and Calumnies, do in an inftant paſs | 
over from all their Sufterings, which have 
but laſted for a Moment , to that -Eterflity of 
Glory,which their Sufterings have prepared | 
JOS BP Hs: 
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- {the products of the Tears of Plenty in| {Faces,inſomuch as they could not contain} 


| | Foſeph knew his Brothers at firſt Gohe, 


| 1ng leſt they might have treated him as| |the wonderful. Providence wherewith on : 


Hh 


Gen XLII. | \.' Fas { | 41! } 

WOSEPH kKaving received from the oſeph told chem 4 he was reſolv'd to try| | 
] hand of Pharaoh ſo unlimited apower, | whether what they had told him was true,] | | 
made it appear, how happy that King is,| ſand therefore that one of them ſhouldj | : 
chat has a wiſe and godly Miniſter to rely | continue as a Pledge till che reft of them} | | 
on, and adviſe with;and that good Coun-| jreturned to Canaan, and-brought their] | 
ſel is to be preferred before all World] youngeſt Brother, whom they had men-|| 
[ Treaſures. He applies himſelf with all] }rioned,down with them intoEgypr,threat-|| * - 
diligence to employ his Authority for| jning thatin cafe of Retuſal, they ſhould|| -* 


the good of thePeople 0 aregg {undergo the paniſhment of Spres,for ſuch} 
Nations committed to his charge, andj1othe rook them for. | | 
provided an abundant ſupply for the7| | Ir was in this Extremity to which they; : 
[fucure years of Scarcity,without cauſing! |were reduc'd, that the memory of their} | 
[a Wantin the mid{t of Plenty. ' | cruel dealing coward their Brother Foſeph| 
| Aﬀeer he had with great care laid up jbegan to awaken in them, and fly in their} * : 


/ 


' Store-houſes throughour all the Land, to jchemſclves from complaining to one ano-! 
|chac prodigious quantity, that it was| [ther in their own Language, of the great; 
| beyond number ; the 7 Years of Famine] jSin they had commirted, for which their 
ſucceeding, began ro ſhew their direful] jpreſent Diftreſs was juſtly come on them 

effects. The People of Egypt , prefied by 20\hisBlod being now requird at their hands,| | 
the irreſiſtible force of Want, appear Foſeph underſtanding all they faid, was; . * 
before Pharaoh, cryingfourt for Rehicf in| |rouch}'d at his Heart with Pzty cowards 


| 8 nts 2296, ED TIME of their Neceſſity ; |them,and turned himfelt from them, ro 


| dere 8rjf 1728. and he ſends them to Foſeph,| |give vent to his Paſſion by Weeping ; and; 


|Aﬀair , who very favourably receiv'd| [from among{t them., and bound him} * 
\cheir Complaints, and ſupplied chem ,} - jbefore cheirEyes,and gave the reſt of theny * * 
| without putting by any. leave to return to their Father ; he com» : 
| The Land of Canaan, as well as other! |manded alſo their Sacks to be filld with * 
Neighbouring Countries, was made ſenfi-j39/Corn,and theirMony to be putin - pgs 


| ble of chis extraordinary Famine: Where-i | As ſoon as they were come to thei 


oy 
——- —— — — 8 


| fore Jacob having heard that chere was | Father hey rold him all that hapned, and | 


| Corn 1n Egypt, bids his Sons to go downj {how they had been forc'd to leave Simeort 
' thither , and buy Corn for his Family. 'bound in Egypt, till chey brought their / 
| Accordingly Facobs Ten Sons, being all | Brother Benjamin before the Eon : 
except Benjamin, whom his Father would! | of the Land. Jacob was forcly afflicted - 


| | norparc with for fear any miſchief might! | to hear this News, and remembring the '' 


| befal him by the way, came (amongſt! {Sorrow had ſcizzed him upon the loſs of * 

many others) co buy Corn in Egypt, and| | his Beloved Feſeph, cold Im plainly,chat 
| preſented themſelves before Foſeph, ' and 49 he could upon no terms reſolve to part -: 
| bowed down before him with their Faces| ' with his Dear Benjamin, leſt loſing hinx © 
' ro the Ground. D | jalfo, It ſhould bring his grey Hairs with | 
, ſorrow to the Grave. Ef -| J 


| but carried himſelf ftrangerowardsthem,| | The Fathers cannct ſufficiently admire! : 


| and not ſceing Benjamin with them, fear-| ' ; throughout the whole Sequel of this Hiſtory, : 


cruelly, as they had formerly done him; | {governs all things , the effefts whereof no + 
and to be reſolved hereof, he ſpake roughly | ower can reſiſt. ſhatſoever Joſephs Brethren! | 
zo them, telling them they were Spies, and (ever feared, came upon them. T hey had ſold * 
| 2 ; | = ; 
| Come to diſcover the weakneſs of the Land. 59% him'10 prevent and fruſtrate that greatneſs. 
His Brethren being much troubled ar} {which his. Dxcams ſeemed to preſage to him,' | 
this unlookt for and harſh entertainment, land their very Selling him becomes the Jute: 


' to juſtifie themſclyes from the'Reproach | |zreans of his Exaltation and future Glory ; it\ © 


| he laid upon them of being Spies, afſur'd | . [was expedient they ſhould humble and depreſs. | 
him, that they were all of them the Sons | {hin in order to his Elevation and his Glory 2 
of one Father, wha lived in the Larid of | ſtood in need of their Hatred, which like a; 


Canaan with their youngeſt Brother. | {Harbinger made way for it, L, JO-'! 


Pe eem——s 


whom he: had entruſted with all char|  |foon after returning to them,took Simeon, | 
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| MK - Canaan, forced Facob toa refolu- 


| beforeCirift 1766.. His Brothers into Egypt , leſt 


: aſſuring him that he would be reſponſible 


| Foſeph's Steward, that having found their 


£ brought Simeon out to them, ſoon afrer| 39 
” accepted of ; and diſcourſing famuliarly 
| | Tears; being forced to withdraw, to give 40 


* |- After this Day was thus ſpent in Foy and 


| !commanded their Sacks to be fill'd, and 


[after them, who reproached them for 


ling away his Maſters Cup. They all with 


3 
ns ad A WH cent i _ - —_—_— 
4 
* 
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ITY 


TOSEPH AND H 


ISBRETHREN 


____ Joſcph (after a long forced Reftraint) m 


hes himſelf known to his Brethren. 


HE Famine daily increaling in 
Ame Meads 2298. £107 Of ſending Benjamin with 


he ſhould fee him die with Famine,whoſe 
Abſence he feared would prove his own 
| death. Jadah contributed much towards 
the inclining of Facob to this Conſent, 


[a] 


'for Benjamin, and without fail bring him}1 0 


{ back to his Father. | 

"Thus they departed with the Prejents 
| their Father had ordered them to take 
along with them; for Joſeph (the Gover- 
nour of Egypt) who having ſeen his Bro- 
thers, and Benjamin with them, ordered 
'them to be brought into his Houſe to 
Dine with him. They could hot imagin 
| the reaſon of this ſo unlook'd for Kind- 
neſs,and fearing ſome new 7roubles might] 20 
be created to them from the Mony they 
had found in their Sacks; to prevent them 


(as far as they were-able, ) they told 


Mony in their Sacks, they had brought it 
back with them , and defired him to 
receive it of them. | 

TheSteward very Friendly aſſured them, 
' that he had had their Mony, and having 


Foſeph hinaſelf entred where' his Brethrerz 
were; who bowing down before him, 
Preſented to him the Gifrs, their Father 
had fent him, which he very kindly 


i 


with them, asked how it was with their 
Father 2 Bur ſeeing his Brother Benjamin, 
he was moved at his Hearc,. and atter he 
had Bleſſed him, could not. refrain _—_ 


vent tothe Aﬀettion that ſeiz'd him at| 
the ſight of his younger Brother ; and 
ſoon atter returning unto them, he fac 
down at the 7 able with them. 


| Feaſting, and that Joſeph's Brethren were 
| preparing to return to Canaan, Foſeph 


their Mony to be reſtored as at. firſt, and| 


!out of Town,when Foſeph ſends his Steward 
having rewarded Evil for Good, in (tea]- 


one Voige excuſed themſclyes of ſo baſe 


| {ſearching their Sacks, the Cup was found 


Jas a mark-of their-high diftreſs and ſorrop. 


{his Father, 1t they ſhould return withour. 


{ withal, that his Cup ſhould be pur into|5 | 
| Benjamin's Sack. They were ſcarcely got 


aCrime,and conſented, that he, who was 
found'guilty ſhould be his Prifener.- In 


in that of Bernjamins; which ſtrangely 
amazed them, and they rent their Charhs, 


But Fzdah, who had engaged himſelf 
to bring back Benjamin, boldly drew near 
to Foſeph, and in the moſt humbleſt man- 
ner repreſented to himthe Promiſe he had 
bound himſelf in,to bring him back; and 
that he was ſure it would be the Death of 


him, his Life being bound up 1m the Life! 
of Benjamin. | 

Foſeph's Bowels being moved with this! 
paſſionate Speech of Judah, could no lon-! 
ger refrain himſelf, but commanding all 
to quit the Room he burit forth into loud! 
Weeping.,and told them he was Foſeph their| - 
Brother. Upon which unlook'd for and! 
amazing Declaration they were all aſto- 
niſh';vut Foſeph(to divert them from this 


|their conſternation)told themthat Godin 


his Providence had fo orderedar, that his! 
Selling ſhould prove a means. of ſaving! 
their Lives from the preſent Scarcity ; and! 
embracing them,and weeping upon them, 


he bid them haſte to their Father, to the 


end he and his whole Family might come 
down to Egypt upon the Chariots which! 
Pharaoh had ſent to carry them. | 
This Hiſtory (as the Fathers obſerve) doth 
moſt emphatically repreſent to us , the incom-! 
parable - ſweet temper of this holy Patriarch, 
Joſeph,and ſets all Chriſtians a Pattern, how 
far they ought to forget and forgive Injuries. 
He himſelf excuſeth thoſe who had cruelly 
offended him, and ſo far was he from returning 
them the leaſt Reproach, that he endeavours 
by all means to diſſipate the dark.Clouds of 
Fear, wherexith the guilt of their Crime had 
filled them. Having a full power to puniſh! 
them at pleaſure, he only employs it in Gra-| 
tifications,ard inſtead of Anger and Revenge, 
he melts them with the tenderneſs of his Love 
and Afﬀefion towards them. | 
The Charity of this great Saint 35 an admi-| 
rable Figure of the unparallel'd goodneſs and' 
mercy of Jeſus Chriſt, whodeing ſold by bis own' 


Brechren,not only forgave them their putting, 


him to ſo painful a Death ; but alſo made the 
ery Blood which they ſo cruelly ſpilt , the; 
price of their Redemption,and the Balſom to. . 
cure their Mortal Wounds. | 
Jacob 
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" Jacob with his:whole Family Foes down into Egypt, to) 6lFp h bis Son. : 


A S ſoon . as Joſephs Brethren were 
returned to Canaan , and had 
brought the glad Tidings to Facob , that 
Foſeph was yet alive and Goyernour over} 
che whole Land of Egypr,that Holy Patri- 
arch, truck with the itrangneſs of ſuch 
unexpected News, was (between the agi- 
tations of Hope and Fear ftrugling in his 
| Breaſt) caſt intoa kind of fainting ; trom 
| whence, as ſoon as he was recovered, he| 
informed himſelf more particularly con- 
| cerning all the Circumſtantials of the 
- | Divine Providence towards his Son Foſeph,| 
| and being fully farisfied therein, not only 
; by the relation of thoſe who had ſeen 
' him; bur alſo by che Chariots which Pha- 
'raob had ſent, and the Proviſion Joſeph 
| had made for their commodious Tranſ- 
| portation into Egypt, his Spirit revived, 
| comforting himfclt, that he was going 


” 


| 
| 


to ſec his moſt beloved Son Foſeph,whom| 


| ſo many years he had ſo diſconſolately! 
' mourned for as dead; | 
Bur yet notwithſtanding his carneſt 
deſire to ſee his Deareſt Foſeph , he. could 
not on a ſudden reſolve to tranſport him 


| ſelf andFamily into Egypt, by reafon of; 


the Promiſes G 0 D had made to lim o 


—_—_— 


Children being charmed with. the Pleaſure 
of Egypt,ſhould never entertain a ho 
. of returning to the Land chat G 0D had, 
beſtawed upon them for ever. Bur GOD 


= 


TY 


2 


..Q 


fo 

fo Pharaoh to Salute him, and it being his] | 
deſire that his Fathers Family might hve | 
japart from the Egyptians, he was not: 
{aſhamed in the midit of all his Grandeur, 
1ro declare ro the Kirg, that his Facher and; 
{Brethren were Shepherds , a Calling the! | 


whole Naticz of the Fews,which was then; | 


| Courſe of Proſperity ſhould lift thein up ; a 


rced fromthem, Joſeph brings hi 


Egyptians lookt upon as the moſt dereſta-| 
ble chat could be: And having obtain'd a] 
Grant of the Kiiy for them to dwell in | 
che Land of Gofber, they lived there in all}, 
plenty, without being ſcn{ible of thelcaſt! 
cftcEts of that raging Famine. Thus the 


comprized 1n'70 Perfons , was ſaved by 
the Divine Providence, and the kindneſs 
and indultry of Joſeph. | 

{Thus (as S. Chryſoftom obſerves ) does} 
GOD diſpoſe all the Affairs and Concerns 
of his own People , through ' an admirable 
variety of happy and ſad Events. He afflifs 


them,,  lefl a continued and uninterrupted 


again, he comforts them, for fear they might 
be caſt down under the burthen of their Suf? 
ferings. It proved now Jacob's advantage 


13 oſcphs, that be had been a while” ſeparated 


| beſtowing upon him and his Poſterity tha jfr0m2 his Dear Fathers Company z becauſe a 
: Land. of Canaan; tor he feared let his | this meeting they received ſuch an extraordi- 
| { nary income of Foy, as quite  effaced ani 


that . he had loft his Son for a time , ani 


TOWS, 


abundantly recompenced all their paſt Sor | 


| Brother, of his Father Zacobs coming, he 


The fame Year 2298, deliver d him of. this Scru+. 


ae whe beaming of PIE» BY aPPcaring to him 


the 3d fear of Famin, Ina Viſion by Night. and] 


with him into Egypr, fo he would indue 
time bring his Poſterity up from thence] 
again, | 


Foſeph being informed 'by Fudah his 


made ready his Chariot, and went to mecr 
himto Goſhen, and being come near he 
ſtept down,and preſenting himſelf before] 
his Father, embraced him and fell on his! 
Neck and wept, not being able for ſore! 
time to move by reaſon of the great 
tranſport of Joy. | —_— 
' After this their paſſion of Foy and Tears, 
'which ſo unlook'd for an: Interview had 
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| forced to it 


of Ifracl were well received by the Egyp 
tlans for a Seaſon, that Faithleſs. People 


But, on the other ſide, tho the C arp 


made them ſome years after ſuſfer all that k 


aſſuring him, that as he would go down  Inhumanity could inſpire to a Barbarous * 


Fs 


People and Haters of GO D. For Egypt, J 
(as the Fathers tell us) that' is to ſay, the: 
World, ought always to be apprehended and © 


ſeſpeRed. by: true Iſraelites : whatſoever C 9 2 


reſes ſhe may ſeem to make them, they ought | 
not 'to truſt her :* For it is evident, That the, | 
People of G 0 D have always had been forced * 
( ſooner or later) to acknowledge, That their. | 
entring into it has been of rrouNeſom C onſe-) 

quence , even then, when they have been 


_ 
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. find by Experience (as faith S. Bernard) ihat| | 
the Famine which forces them thither , is i 
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always to be feared. | Y; : F 
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| that they had celebrated the Feaſt of the Pafs- 


- | Hracl by Moſes upon Mount Sinai (ir order 


| | from all other Pcople,and above all in giving 
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Th: CONTENTS of the Second Book of MO SE 8, 


h— 


| —— <> Sn 


CALLED. | 


) Us. 


His Pook in the Greck 35 called Exo- 
dus; that 35, a Going torth, or De- 
parturez -a Name retaind almoſt by all the 
Interpreters of the Bible, as agreeing very well 
with that which 3s the Principal ſubje 
thereof. For after that the Holy Ghoſt hath 
given us an account; at the beginning of this 
{ Book,of the ftrange increaſe and multiplying|. 
of the Children of Iſract in E2yprt, and how 
Pharaoh had contrived to ſuppreſs and deſtroy 
_ = 
He relates the Birth , with the miraculous 
Preferuation and Education of Moſes , and 
how GOD called him , and ſent him with 
Aaron hs Brother, to deliver his People frem 
the Houſe of Bondage, that js, to bring them 
cut of Egypt. Pharaoh being hardned, and 
j continuing ſo, obſtinately refuſeth to let the 
Children of lracl go ; whereupon GOD wiſits 


Lo 


Judgments, and afterwards with a ſtretched 
out Armyhe brought them forth by the hand of 
| Moſes from thence (laden with Riches) after 


| over,in memory of the deſlroying Argels 
paſſing by the Houſes of the Iſraclites, when 
he ſlew the Firſt-born in all the Houſes of 
the Egyptians. | 


| Pharaoh,purſuing them,was drowned with al 
his Hoſt ) into the Wilderneſs ; through 
which he condufted them with a Pillar of Fire 
. byNight,and aPillar of Cloud by Day,giving; 
them Manna fromHeaven,and Quaalls to ear, 
and providing them Drink out of the Rock. 

Inthis Wilderneſs they were ſet upon by 
the Amalckites , whom they vanquiſhed and 


and gave him ſuch wholſom Advice, as prov'd 
afterwards of .great uſe to bim. In the ſame 
Defart GOD alſo gave to the Clhuldren of 


to a more ſolemn renewal of his Covenant 
with them ) the X. Commandments, wr! 
with his own Finger in two Tables of Stone, 
| as alſo ſeveral other Laws, Ordinances and 
| Statutes, as well Sacred and Ceremonial, as 
| Civil and Politick, to conſecrate them in 4 5 
peculiar manner to himſelf,and ſeparate ther; 


_— 4. 


O 


: the Land of Egypt with Ten ſore Plagues and a 


| Having thus brought them out of Egypt,j30 
he led them through the Red Sea, (in which, . 


deſtroyed. Here alſo Jethro came to Moſes,149 


Q 


Ihere is alſo recorded the Idolatry of the Iſrac- 


- [which Crime GOD mas reſolved to deſtroy 


|of what hapned 101the Iſraclites, during the 


them the Figures,S1gns,Pledges and Seals o 

that full Propitiation, which was in due time 
to be accompliſh'd by the promiſed Meſſiah, 
who was the head and foundation of the 
Eternal Covenant. _ 

GOD there alſo commanded Moſes, to 
make the Tabernacle and Ark of the Cove- 
nant, and all other holy Utenſils appertaining 
to his ſolemn Service, together with his Ord1- 
nances concerning the Prieſthood, who were 
Ito diſcharge thoſe holy Functions. Moreover, 


lites, in worſhiping the Golden Calf for 


them, yet ſuffered himſelf at length to be 
1entreared by Moſes, who deſiring to ſee the 
Face of GOD, was told by GOD, that no Man 
could ſee his Face and live ; but however,con- 
ſented he ſhould ſee bis Back:parts,and to let 
his Glory paſs before him. 


nant with the Iſraelites by Moſes, a Faithful 
Servant in his Houſe , whoſe Face hereupon 
became ſhining and radiant, inſomuch as he 


put a Veil upon his Face, becauſe they were 
nct able to bear the luſtrous glory that pro- 
ceeded from it. And in the Sequel of this 
Book, Mofes ſpecifies the Gifts and Offer- 
ings, which the People freely contributed to| 
the conſlruftion of the Tabernacle. Thich 


GOD had given to Moles,and in conformity 


fill'd with the Glory of GOD. The LORD 
making it ſufficiently evident tbroughoiu. the 
courſe of theſe his proceedings with the 
Ifraclites, that the whole courſe of- this Co- 
venant was of pure Grace and free Bounty, 
founded upon the alone Mercy of G 0 D in 
Jeſus Chriſt , who was the fole Mediator 
thereof. | 

So that this Book contains the Hiſtory 


time of 14.2 years, or thereabouts ( according 


Image of the State and Spiritual Deliverance 
of the Church by ozr Saviour, from the 


Sin and Corruption. 


——TFE 


FJ 
4 


| After this GOD again renewed his Coves | | 


was fain, whenever he ſpake to the People, to |. 


being © finiſhed according to the Commiand\ 


to the Pattern he had ſhewed to him on the |: 
Mount, he Anointed it, and was thereupon | - 


to the compute of ſome-) is a moſt excellent |- 


Tyranny of the Devil , and the Bondage of 
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"The Fgyptian Midwives. 
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[Pharaoh Command, Li Male Children of the Ifraclitcs, to be Cat into tþ 
| River Nile. Ft 


4 C0 B, after he, was come down into 
Egypt, lived there peaccably 17 years, 
mw Mende 2315, And When he found himfe] 


for his Son Joſeph. and charged him to 


(Bleſſed his Sons, he died, Aged 14% years. 
Foſeph ( as ſoon as he was Dew) tell 


| | 
- 


ihim, and having comman C his Servants 
( the Egyptians ) ro embalny.his Body , he 


'|Requelt of Foſeph, he went up to Bury his 


| perceiving that Death began to make his 
approaches upon him, he demanded'the 


” SING 


bury him with his Fathers; and having 


upon his Face, Wept over him, and Kifled 


'Mourned for himThreeſcore and ten Days. 
And when the days of his Mourning were 
paſt,he deſired ſome that were near Phah 
co obcain leave for him, to go and Bury 
his Father in,the Land of C anaan. 

Pharaoh having conſemed to this juſt 


Father , being accompanied by all che chief 
Officers of Pharach,and other the moſt con- 
fderable Perſons of the Court and: whole 
Land of Egypt ; and Buricd his Father Faccb 


Joſeph having Buried his Father Faced, 


nued in the fame Auchoriry which Pharaoh 
had conferrd upon him ar firſt ; and 


ſame Favour of his Seton, which his 


them to Canaan, which they promiſed ro 
Amo Mundi 2369, 
revre cet 1637. the Age of 110 years, having 
continued in the Government of all -Egypr 


pur itinco a Coffin in Eg ypr. 
Bur many years after the Death of Toſeph, 


* Remeſis Miamen, ANCW [ing * aroſe 1n Egypt, 


| ae Rap who hated che Hebreivs, and 


to 2494. 
eſteem and kindneſs for them, thar his Pre- 
deceſlors had had, that he became Jealous 


of their vaſt Multicudes, to which they were 
increaſed, and therefore cook a reſolution 


but bY Craft and Addref 1 othis end he 


- — 
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before Chriſt 1689: at the Point of Death, he ſent} 


with his Fathers Abraham and Tſaac , 1n the] 
|Cave of the Fie/d of Macipelah , which! 
| | Abraham bought of Ephron the Hitttte. 


returned into Egypt, where. he ſtill conti- 
ho 
Father had requir'd of him, viz, That they] 
{would take care to carry. his Bones with 


do; and toon after he died at] * 


80 years. They embalmed his Body, and| 


| _ 
Q 


was fo far from having the| 


ro deſtroy them , not by open Violence, | 


| 


20 


[employs them in the hard labour of Ma- | 


land caſt them into the Rzver. 


[eſtabliſhing their Families ; 


- {rocxculec themſclves, yet he bleſſed chem 
.. [for the tenderneſs they expreſſed for his 


{Nation and Kingdom blindly obeyed the 


[than to ſave their Lives with a Lie; 


{injuring the Truth. They might indeed in this 
|reſelution , have ſeen their Houſes deſtroyed| - 


king Bricks and: Mortar for fome of his} 
Buildings ; bur this Oppreſſion making} 
them to mulciply che faſter, asa Figure far] 
time to come, that the Aflifions of thef 
World would only ſerve to multiply the} 
Church, Pharoah crook another way, which| 
was, to deſtroy all their Male Children. | } 
Accordingly he charged all the Mid4 
wives to: kill all the Male Children of che 
Hebrew Women at their Delivery ; but they] 
abliorring to execute ſo barbarous an} 
Order (for the Sciprure wirneſleth ; thad} - 
they feared GOD) preſerved them alive, 
contrary to the cruel Command of Pha: 
ra% : Who being provoked ro ſee his 
Orders neglected, charged his Subjefs, rg 
take all the Male Children of. the Hebrems, | 


Bur G9D highly approved the Carriage 
of ithe Midetves i In this matter, and rewar-| 
ded their holy Diſobedience, by bleſſing and] 


and tho he did 
not approve of the Lie they made uſe of 


People, who groancd under ſo unjuſt ab 
cruel an Oppreſlion. | : 
It feems as if all the Humanity and g00 1 
Nature of Egypt had been (at that time) cons © 
fin'd to theſe few Women ; who(when a whole, . 


Unnatural Commands of their Prince ) onh 
ftcod it out , as being more awed by Fear, of 
GOD, hams by any thing they could apprehend 
from Men ; and dreading his Juſtice more 
than the impotent Cruelty of Pharaoh. | 

\Bur r00 happy (faith S. Auſtin) would they 
have been, if Joyning the Love of Truth ro 
their Praiſe- worthy Compaſlion, they hag 
rather have chojen to expoſe themſelves 10 death, 
and 1 
after having hazarded their Lives, to ſave 
poor Innocents, they had once more ventur | 
pon Death, rather than ſave themſelves 0) 


upon Earth; but GOD infteatl thereof woulh 
have beſtowed upon them thoſe that areErernal 
in the Heavens. 

.M 
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[call an Hebrew Woman to Nurſe the Child;| | 
to which ſhe having conſented , his Sifter|4.0 


. 
. 
- 


| forfeiring her own life. To this cnd the 


| laid it amongſt the Flags by the Rivers (ide, 
_ | and charged his Siſter to continue there-|2%him for his Grandchild, who was to be the 


|| Maids; and ſeeing the Cradle among the| 
\| As ſoon as ſhe had caſt her Eye upon this 


" ixaob's Davphter, and demanded of her ,! 


{ſerving her Son. . | 


| brought him to: Pharaoh's Daughter, who 
| ſw inrhe Epprien adopted hum for hcrSomgiving [co 


+ 4 ana « A ee OI "EE 


___Moſes ſaved 


© 5: MR 
from D2owning. 


P % 


Pharaoh's Daughter ſaves Moſes from 


Drowning,and Adopts him for her Son. 


Hikt the Iſraelites ſuffered the moſt 
Y Y unjuſt Perſecurion in Egypr , aid 
| Anno Mundi 242 3. that an ungrateful King fet al 
hed er eas hes IS Wits at work how he might 
theDeah of Levi. Hell Extinguith a Race,co winch 
his Predeceſlors had been beholden tor the 
preſervation of their Life and Kingdoin, 
! a Man of the Tribe of Levi, named Amram, 
had a Son by:ihis Wife Fockabed, who 


with his Beauty, and promiſing Looks, 
made a ſhift to: hide him three Months. 
Bur foraſmuch as Pharaoh's Orders were! 
moſt ſeverely execured, ſhe was fain at 
length to expoſe her Sor, for fear of 


- made a Crad/e of Flags,and daubcd it over 
| with Pitch, and put her Sor therein, and 


-abouts, to {ee what would become ot her| 
Brother "WA 


P's; 


1 waſh her ſelf, accompanied with all her] . 
Flags, ſhe ſent one of her Maids to fetchir.! 


lovely Infant, who lay crying 1 his Cradle,| 


Aﬀection: ſhe had concaved - tor it, ſhe! 
rcſoly'd-at any rate'to fave 1t from periſh- 
ing in the common Calamuty. 

' His Sifter in the mean time, who had] 
| obſerved all that paſt, Urew near to Phax, 


whether ſhe was willing ſhe ſhould go and; 


ran and fetched his Mother, who having 
received a Charge from Pharaoh's Daugh- 
ter, to Nurſe her own Sor , with promiſe! 
[of a Reward for ſo doing, returned to her| | 
Houſe with great Joy, bleſſing G @D for| 
the ſucceſs he had vouclifated her in pre- 


As ſoon as he was grown up, his Mother 


Fore. him che nameof Moſes, becauic 
< had drawn him out of the Wazer. 
The Fathers have admired 10 find this 


- TD CNT IESDY EY Vo 9 ance <D oo = . = > - ! _ - +-» 


being a goodly Child, his Mother moved 1 9|Deligns and Devices are meer Vanity, when 


It was about the ſame time that Pha-i 


' |raobs Daughter came down to the River toſ own, had expoſed his Life ro rhe Waters, | 


[and undertake to. atcack Heaver it 1clf. 
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oly Man, .whs rs. he Miniſter of the 
Old Law., as Jeſus Chriſt was the Dil- 
penfer of rhe New, a /izvely Figure of him 
rom his very Birth, in 'being divinely pre- 
ſerved ( as well as our Saviour) from. a 
Maſſacre which involved ſo many Infants. 
30D on this otcaſion made it as evident as 
the Sun at Noonday, that he js the Sovereign 
[Diſpoſer of all Men , and that all their 


they claſh with his Eternal purpoſe. 
GOD ſeems to oppoſe himſelf with more 
vigour againſt theſe that are ſo bold as 
to wage open War , and fland at defiance with 
him ; and we cannot ſufficiently be Afloniſhed, 
how bis Wiſdom ſports it ſelf with King| 
Pharaoh, who being reſolved to deflroy thel 
Children of the Hebrews ,*deoth in the mean 
time, in his own Palace cheriſh and careſs 


Infirument of delivering the People, whom he 
perſecuted, from his Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 
And his Mother, who for fear of loſing her 


has the care of Nurſing him recommended to 
her, and Pharaoh's Daughter rewards her 
Ifor a Service, which ſhe would (had it been 
in her choice ) have purchaſed with all the 
Riches of the World. 


| | ſhe was moved with. Pity for it, and the}39] Beſides, the very expoſing of Moſes , was 
| goodly Aſpect of the Child increafing the 


the firſt ſtep to his Greatneſs, and G 0 D ſaves 
'him frem the Waters of the River, to make| 
[him the Infl ument of Drowning the Son of| 
that Prince in the Sea, who had deſign'd to 
do as much for him, and who had the chiefeſt 
of his Subj:&ts for Companions in his Puniſh- 


lament , whom he had made the barbarous| .. * 


Executers of bis inhuman and cruel Com-| 
mands. Y 

After a mature Conſideration of all this, 
we muſt have wery little Faith or Under- 
ſtanding, if ſuch a crowd: of aſtoniſhing and 
miraculous Direflions of Divine Provi-| 
dence, doth not force from us an Acknow- 
ledgment, that GOD indeed is all , and 
that al Men, how great, potent and terrible | 


iſoever they may ſeem to be, are in effeti 
' inothing: Sothat it is a Geſtion, Whether, 


we ought more to admire the Impicty, 
or the Extravagance. and Madneſs of| 
thoſe, who dare oppolc themſclyes againſt, 
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OO —_ Eo FOIA 8 6. 2 
| _.. GOD Appeareth to Moſes in4 Bufning-By(h 33 


OSES being Saved from. the 
Waters 11 a miraculous manner , 

Jeu Hens 2473- and brought up in Pharaohs 
_ [ere chip ro1t- Palace, as he. grew up to 
Manly Age, made it appear 
thar-G OD had called him to ſomething 
elſe than Worldly Greatneſs. For ſeeing 
che Affliction of his Brethren the Iſrae- 
lites, when he at the: ſame time abounded 
with all manner of Court-pleaſure , his 


i] 


i 


go years old. . 


| diſtinguiſh'd from them Chooſing rather 
( as S. Paul ſaith) to be afflited with the 
People of God, than to be happy with thoſe, 


| who were their profeſt Enemies. 


beft ger an opportunity of quitting the 
Kings Palace, to viſit his Brethren in 
cheir Diſtreſs, and in his progreſs ſeeing 
an Egyptian ſmiting an Hebrew, he was 
1mmediately ſeized with the Spirit of GOD, 
|and ſlew the Egyptian, hiding him in the 
_ | Sand; ſuppoſing that none had been Wir- 
neſs of this effect of his Zcal. 


reling together , and endeavouring to 
reconcile thega,, by repreſenting to . Thus 
| that they were Brothers, he who did the 
Wrong demanded of him, Who had 
| made him a Judge over them, and whe- 
ther hedid intend to kill him, as he lately 
did the Egyptian ? 


Faith could not bear to ſee himſelf fol. 


He caſt about therefore how he might | 


The next time he went forth amongſt] 
his Brethren, he faw two Hebrews quar-| 


p 


was diſcovered, -and fearing Pharaoh 
Anger he fled into the Land of Midian 
where reſting himſelf near a Well, ſeyen 
Daughters of the Prieſt of Midian,who was 
called Revel and Jerhro,came thicher to was 
ter their Father's Flock; but other $ hepherds 
rudely driving them away , Moſes ſtood 
up and helped chem to Water their Flocks ; 
with which they baving acquainted their 


that was ſo charitably come in to their 
hclp, and commanded his Dawghters to call) 


good temper of the Mar, was content to 
dwcll with him, and taking his Daughecr 
Zippora to Wife, ſpent 40: years in teed- 
Ing his Father-in-Laws Flocks in the Deſert. 

it hapned ona day,when hc-had led his 
Anno Mundi 2.513. Flock into the furcheſt and 
wwe beg, 221 moſt ſolitary part of - the 
to yan of 4g. Deſert, near Mount Horeb, that 
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Theſe Words aſſured Moſes, that ; 


Father, he was deſirous to ſec the Egyptian! 


him in to cat Bread. Moſes perceiving the! 


4 


2d undertake it, he innmediately ſhews kiny 


| are not conſumed by thoſe Flames which encom- 
Jpaſs them oneyery fide, as having God ind 
midſt, who keeps the Fire from conſuming thets j 


4 
* Wy 5 
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169D appeared to him in a Flame of Fire}: 
the midſt of a. Brh + Kt this]: 
[ſtrange appearance Moſes had a defire ftir'd|; 
up to draw near, and take a more exacti; 
view -of the wonder of a Byſb burgirigi!/ 
without being conſumed ; but G0D calling]! 
ro him ourot the'Bu/b ſtopt. his curioſity, 
by forbidding: him! co approach nearer. | 
And then aflured:him, that he had ſeenthef 

1d Aﬀflictions, and heard the Cry of his People| 
in Egypt, and that he was come down to}. 
{deliver them from che Tyranny of their} 
Oppreſſors,and that he himſelf ſhould be the] 
Inttrument, by whom he would perform} 


one © 


| 
this great work of Iſraels Redemption. 
fain have wayed the Employment ; bud 
and to induce him the more readily rg 


two Miracles, by changing his Rod into! a 


to kindle his Wrath againſt him ; fo at Ja te 


and Sons came to Egypt, to vilit and com 
fort his Brethren 1n their diſtreſs. | 3 
| The Saintsof Old have conſidered this Mi 


conſumed, as a true Emblem of the People 9 


as the I{raclites then were by Pharabh, and ye 


- 


pure and ſhining.  * 13 
S.Gregory looks upon this Call of Moſes; 
asa Figure of that ot the true Paſtors of th 
Church : Moſes (faith he) is an ill, "joke 
Example for all Paſtors and Teachers , in 
refuſing at firft (not without great firmneſs and, 


and makes it only ſerve to render them T 


| been fitting himſelf for this difficult employs 


| tion in the Wildernels. þ 


Moſes at firſt excuſed himſelf, and wou dl 


racle of the Burning-Buſh , which was 9 


GOD,whocommonly are affliled in this World, 


obſtinacy) to condudt the People&of God , nat-|- 
co pithAlanding that he was charged with it, by an; 
expreſs Command from God , and that he bad\. 


God charging him therewith a ſecond time . 


Serpent, and that Serpent again into a Radj - 
and by making his Hand /eprous upon puts . 
{ring of it into his Boſozz, and reſtoring/ i | 
[again to ics former ſtare. Yee for all this; 
Moſes continued to oppoſe. Gods intent; off . 
ſending him to Pharaoh, to that degree, ag .' 


Moſes was fain to fubnut to the Diving ' 


o Command ; and thereupon took leave!of 
Fethro his Father-1n-Law,and with his Witg - 


ment by a 40 years Retirement and Medita- || 


"MOSES 


GLgh: 


_ 


[ 


39 ] Exod.V. 


ot | 


I'M 


| 1n the Wilderneſs to the LORD, derided 


| concern'd at his Threats, he addreſſeth him- 
ſelf co him 'with an holy Boldneſs and 


| 
1 


loſes Add 


reſſes Pharaoh. _ 


———————— - 


Moſes demands 


"Teave of Pharaoh for the Children of Ifracl, to go am 
. © Sacrifice to the LORD in the Deſert. 


- 


KL Propoſals Moſes made to im inthe 
FIR 2008 Name of GOD,. to ler the 

' *.. the Iſraelites goand. Sacrifice 
chereat; Anſwering Moſes with a, Who is the 
LORD, that I ſhould obey his Voice? and 
makes the expreſs Command*of GOD, 
to. be nothing elſe but an cftc& of their 
Idleneſs , reproving Moſes ſharply for 
putting any ſuch thing into their Head,and 


no: having heard the firſt| 


hand upon the Waters of Egypr, and inme- 
diately the River Nile was turned to Blood, 
as well as all the other Streams, Pools, and| 
Waters of Egypt, and all the Fiſh that was in| 
them died. 
This was the firſt Plague wherewirh 
GOD puniſhed Egypt; and was a lycly 
"2 Figure of that Plague wherewith G 0 D (in 
allſuccceding Ages)would ſmite thoſe that 
do not belieye his Word, who inſtead of 
the pure and clear Waters of his Truth , 


commands his 7a5k- Maſters,to double thcir 
Oppreſlions upon the Iſraelites, by forcing 
them to deliver the ſame number of Bricks 
| as/was uſual, without giving them Straw. 

" The Iſraelites finding their Suſferings 


| an adnurable Figure of she Murmurings| 
' which in time to comme would ariſe againit 
| the true Paſtors of the. Church, in their 
| endeayouring to convert Souls, and lead 
them out of Egypt. | 

| GOD taking . compaſſion on the ſad 
| Condition of his People, the Voice of their 
' Atition having reached his Throne in 


| Pharaoh, tocommand him to let the People 
of Iſrael go. Moſes obeys the Divine Com- 
mand, and to give that Prince a Token of 
his Mifſien, he in his preſence changed his 
| «rs a Serpent ; but Pharaoh's Magicians 
Dy. their Inchantments ) performing the 

| fame, the Kings Heart was hardned , and 


| would nor let the People go , notwith-} 


lowing up the Rods of his Sorcerers. 4 

 Hereupon GOD Commands Meſes to 
| £0 again to Pharaoh,and meeting him near 
the Rivers fide, without being 1n the leaſt 


prmax » &, yet in conjun&tion with that 
| humble Meekreſs, which was natural to 
| him; once more demands leave for the 


thus renew'd and doubled, . bitterly com-{, 
"| plain to Moſes and Aaron, whom they look'd 
| upon, as the cauſes thereof ; and were then 


' -Heaven, he ſends Moſes a ſecond time to * 


ſtanding that he had ſeen Aaron's Rod ſwal-|y o|the Prayer of him who at fuſt was the ſub- 


ſhould meet with nothing but Blood , thar 
1s, Earthy and Carnal Notions and Opinions. 
| Tn conſidering more attentively this terrible 
"[Judgment, we cannot ſufficiently wonderat the 
inſen/ible Hard-heartedneſs of Pharaoh, who 
ſeemed to be little concerned at this great Pro- 
digy. True it is,that his Sorcerers contributed 
very much to this his Inſenſubility, in imitating 
by their Inchantments this Divine Miracle 
wrought by Moſes, giving thereby a ſpecious 
| Pretext to Pharaoh, ro /cok. upon this wonder 
no otherwiſe than as an eſſe of Magick Art, 
\and not (as indeed it was) an immediate Pro- 
dut of the Divine Omnipotence ; tho indeed| . 
this were not ſufficient 10 render him excuſable, 
30 becauſe tho his Enchanters could do miſchief, 
(yet. it was not in their power afterward t0 
remove and remedy it ; they could in imitation 
of 'Moſes change the Water to Blood ; bur' 
could not like him,tranſmute that Blood again 
into Watcr. —_ h 
| Therefore alſo, tho the Plagues wherewith 
[Moſes ſmote Pharaoh and all Egypt, ought 
\to have perſwaded him of the Truth of his 
\Meſſage; yer the ceaſing of thoſe Plagues at 


ordinate cauſe of them, ought more ſtrongly to 
have convinced him of the ſame Truth, by how 
mulh it is an eaſier thing to do hurt and miſ- 
(chief, than to change that miſchief into gocd. 
But ulas | the mcſt powerful,and (one would 
think ) irreſiſtible Demonſtrations; make n0| 
impreſſion 'on'a Spirit , that is once firuck 
\with Blindneſs, there being nothing upon 


I —_— 


it-receives from Heaven, and which GUD in 
bis Fuſt Judgment leaves to 1ts own ener 


IWickedneſs. 5 
rhpnogs L'H E. 
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Earth that is capable of ſoftening a Heart,| * 
' Iſraelites, to go and ſerve GOD in thelgo which like Iron is hardned by the very Strokes| 
© | Wilderneſs. 

| * Which when Pharaoh-retuſed to do, 
_ | Moſes commands Aaron, to ſtretch forth his 


ER. TT EIS 


PIER — _ 


\\i\W 
Vw LIL 


Np 


li 


MT 


bu 
WOOL v 
1 4 


\ 


OE 


C— 
b 


ad ATT) En Ti 


= \, 


<< 
Wz- ; >> 
S111 


he's, 
Blk 


ill 


a 


FLTITTIITY 


VAull 


\, 
\? 


SIT vo == : | emi.” 
WE TAME 1th 


"_Þ. Ws ray 4" "nh 
f ” i | ji > & VN TOORY! 
1H | ot { / , 
| 1 "yt p i" NT 4 612 / W 


»23:0 4 


1? IT 
k | oh! 1 4 i lc 
H all BL 

1 4 


W 
e7 Fl 


= 
_ 


IL DIS RWORDDSSSO 
WR 


AGE 
FA 


LL AOU ALI, PL 
C * SES OSA 
- = _ W/14 4 


— — —— 
ym REIN, 


- 
% 


DO 
I 


DRJJS 


JS 


_ 


CD 
RD . 


DD . 
BR 


_—. —_L—_ RV 
RR 
Y — OO > 


BID) 


/ 44 M4 
,'4 W 11; P/ 
«7 


_ \.\\\.\ 
- lh. 
= 1110 


4 


: mn UNMINE@G., G 


>> ro Go X 0 % 

LJ % ' , 6YF NW } 
Tot VI AT} 13 101 LF 
eye es 


* - TOM & T7 


%. ad - iy > 1 ; » 
SELL up - "$64 _- AY COMES *% JN _ ! 
NY, FIR)  A2 
A +) v s SBILS 
__ AN \ = - Y 


, Wwe - — 
/ \ p - % "/ . 
ul ' 0D) FRA JE 4 av DD) lara wy. -. TY 


< i 
5 - i 


, ,”; 


xg 112} ——_— 
| 


" , Se wzaA F 


SS — 


-— x, 


ES [8 FO 7 ; 


———— 
-_ 
t 


Exits 5. 


hn 


PU Cm" CT... ——_—_——_—_—_@ ts 


— 


< Cunanems 


it 


lg 


WO SL OE Een oi = / c® 1 


LOO8 


Ja” er 7 (7 Lily - il i 


SET / | - Tg | wh MMM 
_ AA MMA PS # - , 3s | l N | = 


SA LA. Barks” D Py | £ VT, 
W FL le wy gb — - th 6 / | I $ } I By it ſt, ts Wo 


SIA 


4 


PA "ag 


6th Ul 


NYE: Wi h 


WA 


Mr ll; : 
WHAT 


TE VIE TeT. 4 "Y 


_The Plas >UCsS of- Ee i 


—— —— — Cc ——  — _  _GÞ— z | 


— — _——— ———— — 
d+ . 


# \ Fu 0 wg 


- The Nine Plagues of Egypt. 1 40 


we* PR « 


HE _ | Plans which turned the - [ſmore cyery Herb, _ brake every Tred ;ectof 
Waters of the River Nile, and all} rhe Field; which repreſents the Injuflice and 
rs Streams and Lakes of the Land of Violenteot thoſe, who our ot Envy ipoll other 
gypt into Blood, not having mer with the] |Mens /abours, andin {o doimg perth in the 
” fuccefs of inclining the Heart of . Pha-| |miſchict they do to ofrhiers, even as Hail 
raoh tocomply with che Divine Command melts away after the Raine and Deſtruction 
tro-let Iſrael go, G 0 D ſends the following} |t hath cauſed upon the Earth. 7. 
Plagues in oxder. 1 The Eighth was the Plague of Locufts,| 
The Second was the Plague of Frogs, | [which devoured all the ' Herbs of the} | 
which covered the Face of all Egypr, and|19j|Ground, and the Fruit of the Trees, which} : 
filled the very Houſes and Bed-Chambers of | |the Hail had Ielt. Theſe Locuſts repreſent! . 
King and People. Which Plague (48S. Auflin| |the Evils which happen to the Church by | | 


h—_ 


obſerves ) was a Figure of "That Fudgmenr, |Detratiion and C alummny ; becauſe the Locufts 
wherewith God at preſent ſmites Men, who; |hurt only by their Mouths, and therefore 
are too profuſe of their Tongues, and. Pace; |do lively expreſs Falſe Witneſſes and Detra- 
[their Godlineſs in much Talking. ors, whoſe Sting and Poifon 1s in their ' # 
The Third Plague was tar of . Lice ; |Tongues. - P |S 
which repreſents the Plague wherewith 1 in | The Ninth was that of Dar kareſs ; deno- | ; 
After-rimes the Church would be afflicted, j |ting thac terrible Darkreſs which is in the ! : 
{by the Diſputes and Conteſts. of choſe, 20 Hearts of thc Wicked whilit thoſe whoare | ; 
who would endeavour to troublerſPeace; |good enjoy amolt purcand clear Light. || 
thereof, and unhinge and difquict Sovls, We are to rake notice here (as the Book of i i 
| TheFourth was that of Swarms of Fljes. Wiſdom obſerves.) that God did not puniſh. } 
Theſe molt importunate and croublcſom | the Hardneſs of Pharaoh all at oxce, but Al p 
[Iſefts, denote to us the Plague wherewich | (degrees and intervals, that be might evidence - 
thoſe Men are ſmitten, who arc given UP tO | his Mercy , even in peuring forth of his". 
a Reltlefneſs of Spirit, which hinders t| them! Wrath and Fury; and the defire he bath, QJbat i 
Ws taſting che charming ſwecrneſs and | |/efſer Ciiaſtifements might preugnt greater 


—— 4 + ww ; 


| G 0] D. : 3Oo. Then G 0 D 1tends to puniſh like a GD. | i 
The Fifth was the Mwrain ot- Beaſts; be dees not make uſe of Flies or Frogs: I | 
which teacheth- us, That all choſe who! |was as eafie for him to have ſent at fuſt Lions | s 
being within the Pale of ihic Church, do; |ro deſtrcy. them all at once, as to ſend the Fhes? 
notwithſtanding live an Animal and Beſtial to warn them to lock to themſelves before it! 
Life, ſhoul4 be truck with an inviſibleand| |was 100 Late ; but he reſtrains the courſe of bis| p 
Spiritual Plagae or Peſlilence, which would |Wrath, ard contents himſelf at firſt to infliti; 
kill cheir Souls, rho it might ſeem tro ſpare. [a lighter Puniſhment , 10 the end that Men?! 
[their Bodies. © | \being aſfrighted with thoſe firſt Strokes , may. 

The Sixth Plague paſſed from the Beaſts Judge how intolerable it will be to bear bil 
to Men'themſfelves, filling them with dolo- 49} Wrath, and ro drink the Dregs of the Cup f 
rous Bcils and Blains ; .which repreſented & |Þ3s Fury. | 
the abominable filch and: naitinets of Sin | For GOD will haze Men thay , that be | 
in the 'Soul,, which is as Icachſom as the | |ought and 'will be feared, and when he meets | 
filthy Matter that proceeds trom an Wer | \with Pharaohs , that is, with Hearts altoges 
in the Body z and thoſe hot and fiery Blains ther hardiied, he makes bare'bis Arn againſt 
are an admirable Figure of the Plague of [theri, and after having made them paſs through | 
[rhoſe, who are overcome by their own | ry the degrees of bis Anger , without being 
| Rage, Paſſion and Anger. | |able to ſoften them, he is (as it were) forced by | 
The Seventh was that of a pr odigious | [their Impenitence, to proceed to extremity ang 
| Hail, mingled, with Thunder and Fire,which |$0 to. 'be as firm in his Juſtice, as they are in thetr 


kil'd Mar and ou that were 1n the Fi eld;| - refpford Obllinacy: SE | 
Ni. THE 


- ; 
WE - 4 4 
| | 


ain 


pH 
i v 3 : 
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pleaſure of truc Divine Peace and Reſt 4 in land extermiuating Judgments. FP 


Fa | Exod. XIT, 


© | Firfi-bomnof Egypt, 


' ©. thenaſelves partakers of | the ſame Plague,, [might indeed groan under their Bondage and| 


| THE PASCHAL LAMB... 
| GOD Commands the Jews to Eat the Paſchal Lamb; and Slays all the 
20 tk Firſtborn of the Egyptians, which was the 'Tenth Plague. 


THE foregoing Nine Plagues having 1G 0 D had foretold to Abraham, that his 
' proved ineffectual ro overcome the Poſterity ſhould be Strangers and afflicted 
!obitinacy of Pharaoh, GOD (bcforc irc ſent | 


in a Forein. Land, were ended, to the 
'the Tenth) commands every Fewi/h Family] [Number of 600000 Mern,befidesWomen and 
ro Sacrifice the Lamb, which he had order'd 


| Children. But bctore their Departure they| 
{them to have ina readineſs, ſince the 10th 


had (1n compliance with the Divine Com- 
Day of that ſame Moth, that is, before he {mand) borrowed of their Neighbours the 
| ſent the Plagueof Darkneſs. He preſcribes] - |Egyprians Veſlels of Gold and Silver,which 
Alſo the manner, how they. were to cele-! ſthey lent them withour any difficulty. 
brate the Sacred Feaſt, viz. they were tocat}iol Thus were they at laſt delivered from 
it ſtanding, with their Staffs in their hands, | jtheir long Bondage in Egypt, where they 
and'1n haſte, as Perſons ready to take a | 


Inow continucd 215 years. And theyro 'd 
| Zorerney. But the Circumſtance more parti-} jthe Egypriansat their Departure, to recom- 
+cularly. enjoyn'd than all the reſt was,that| 
: . 


nce themſelves for the hard Labour they 
{in whatſoever Houſe this Lamb was offered, l 


ad ſuſtained 1n building of their Crrees, 

- {they were to ſtrike the Blood on the two} jand other Monuments of their Pride and 
| Side Poſts, and on the upper Door Poſt, that] iVanity : And it 1s obſervable, thar, they 
| the deſtroying Angel (who was to {lay the! 'took along with them the very beſt and 
 Firft-born of all the other Houſes) might] - 'richeſt of their Goods, to hint tous, That 
- | paſsoyer, and ſpare thoſe which he ſhould/2oGO D one day would beſtow upon hi 
ſee mark'd with the Blood of the Lamb. | Zion the glory of the World, when the| 

| The Children of Iſrael obeyed this Com-! Kingdoms of this World ſhould become the! 
\ , - mandof GOD, and being on the 15th of| Kingdoms of the LORD, and of his Son 


: the ſame Month aflembled in their ſeyeral! Chriſt Fefus. 


© | Families to cat the Paſchal Lamb in the : 
| Evening ,G 0 D at Midnioht flew all the! | This Deliverance of the Children of Iſrael 
cut of .Egypt, was a lively Figure of the|- 


from the Firſt-born of| 

| Pharach, who ſat upon the Throne , to the] Deliverance of Gods People from the Luſts 

; Firſt-born of the meancſt S/ave, and of all! 'of the World, and the Tyranny of the Devil, 

\ their Catte/. Pharaoh ſtruck with the ſudden! oiwhich Deliverance they ſhould owe to the 
and unlooke for Death of his Sor, roſe up!” [Blood of the true Lamb of God. Before wa 4 


at Midnight, and- every Family finding| 'offering up of this Saving Sacrifice , they 


\ nothing was heard but Cries and Lamen-! 'Burthens, but they could not get rid of them.\ 
. tations, beſides the horror that ſeiz'd them, 'This great Grace and Favour GOD will have 
for fear of being involved in the ſame} 'his People 10 commemorate every year, in the, 
difaſter with their dearcſt Children. | greateſt Feſtival the Church has, as well as 

How ſenſible an Inſtance was this, that more frequently in the Sacrament of the Holy | 
Euchariſt, zo the end that having always in 


GOD diſpoſesof Menas he pleaſes,and that 


he forces them (ſooner or later) to comply 40 
"to his Will and Commands? Pharaoh,who 
© till then had ſtood it out againſt the Com- 

mandsof GOD by Moſes, was the firſt to. 
intreat the Iſraelites to be gon, without any | 
reſtri&tion, with their Flocks and Herds,and : 


all that they had, . the only thing he'deſi- | 


red was; that they would make haſte and 


thetr Minds the Memory of him , who has 
redeem d them from their Bondage , as well | 
repreſenting to themſelves the Tyrant that | * 
had enſlaved them, they may be as thankful to 
the one, as they abhor the other ; and that | 
keeping cloſe to Jeſus Chriſt; as to him. who| 
alone can preſerve them , in the dear bought 
Liberty he has procur'd for them, they may | 


| *begon; as likewiſe did all the reſt of the |. 


fear the leaſt appearance of” any thing, that | 
Egyptians. - | ; - may be an occaſion of ſubjeting them anew to| 
* Sothey departed the Day after the Paſs- golthe Devils Tyrany, or entangling them in 
mu Mun 2813, Over, DEINS the very fame day | - worldly Luſts and Corruption. | 
before Chriſt 1491+ WHETEIN the 4 3o Years, which - 
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Exod XIV 
[Iſraelites Paſling theRed-Sea!| 
=; Pharaoh « Drowned in the RedSca 3 Þþ 


| 
$ 


f Iſrael were eſcaped out of his 
hands , and that the 3 Days 
they had demanded, for to 


The ſame Year 2513-. 


dy paſt, and that there was no likelyhood 
- ]of their Return, forgetting all the prodi- 
| gious Judgments wherewith GOD had 

| Heart getting the upper-hand of him, hel 
reſolves to purſue them. | = 
| The Iſraelites ſeeing themſelves in this 
- | danger,and engag'd in a Deferr,where they 
| had the Sea before them, and Pharaohs 
; Army behind them, theſe terrible 0bjeds 
; made that impreſſion upon them, as made 
| them forget their ſo late and miraculous 
; Deliverance , together with the Divine 
| Superintendency, which led them in the] 
' Deſert with a Pillar of Cloud by Day, and a 
_ © | Pillar of Fire by Night. So they gave them- 
; ſelves up to Murmurings and Complaints, 

; demanding in a peremptory way of. Moſes, 
Whether 1t were for lack of Graves a 


' Egypt, hat he had brought them into tha 


'Wilderneſs,that they might find them there 3 


Meſes endeavours the beſt he could to! 
comfort and. encourage them- in this 


| P#: RAO H ſeeing that the C bildren| 
g0 and Sacrifice in the Wilderneſs were alrea-| . 


Plagued him, and his habitual Hardneſs of| 1 OVC 
Oand the divided Waters joyning came 


Q 


\ledge and reverence his Omnipotence ; but! 


: / derable, becauſe more ſpiritual and inward. 1 


Confuſion, whoſceing their Error too late, 


of the Sea as faſt as they could, becauſe 
the LORD tought againſt them, in fayour 
of 'the Jews. | =_ | 
| Inthis cheic Attempt to make an Eſcape 
{from the Miſchicf that had already over= 
lraken them, GO D commands Moſes to]. 
ſtretch forch lus Hand again over the Seal = 


pouring upon the Egyptians, who ſoon after}. 
were ſeen floating on che Sea, not fo much 
as one of them cſcaping from that fatal} 
Wreck. This hapned the 21/t day of the 
firſb Month, that is to fay, the 8th day after} 
Eaſter. 2 + = al 1 
Theſe Miracles afford us a full view fi - 
the /Divine Greatneſs and Power,: he having| 
teflified by Moſes, That his end'in exerting, 
theſe Prodigies was, that Men might acknow+| - 


that which grieved the Fathers of the Church} 
was, 10 find that Chriſtians had only Eyes 19} 
| bebold ſuch Miracles as theſe, that are out+ 
ward, without conſidering thoſe , of which thel 
' former are only a Figure, and are far more.con4 


We admire(faith S. Bernard) the deliveranc M | 


Extremity,by afluring them of the Divine 39 of lracl out of Egypt; but we don't admire; 


| Afiflance: And as Pharaoh with his Army! 
| began to approach them, GOD Commands 
Meſes to ſtretch forth his Hand over the 


Sea; whereupon immcdiatcly the Waters 


were divided , "opening a Way for the 


Children of Iſrael topaſs through. Thus 
they marched along this Miraculous Waf\ 


the LORD hadcaſt up for them,the Waters 
ſtanding as a Wall on cach ſide, ſccuring 
and guiding their Paſſage through it. | 
The Egyptians without being daunted; 


' zmpetuoſity of Concupiſcence is deftroye 


49 and Blood ; whereas this Soul muft fight t 


| a Soul, who by a ſincere Converſion and Repen-| - 
\Fance , is deliverd from the ſlavery of - this| 
| World: In the firſt of theſe it is only a Pha-| 
| raoh that is overcome ; but" in the latter, the. 
"Devil himſelf is vanguiſht , and put under. 


| the Conquerors Feet. There Chariots only; 


| were! drowned, but here ſenſual Delires,and the|, 


' The Jews had only to do with Men of Fle 
Powers of Darkneſs,” and conteſt with the|| 


v5/pel "a 


beganto call upon one another, to get out} 


'atthis ſtupendous Miracle, and ſuppoſing, Prince of the Air. - And as it wds for the\' 


_ + | thatſinceir favour'd the Iſfraehtes Eſcape; Glory of GOD, to hear Pharaoh then Cry out, 


| 


, 
: 
| 
i 
4 


it might as well befriend their Purſuit, .Ler us flee from the Face of Iſrael, for} 


boldly venture upon this new Road. Burj 'G 0 D fights for them ; '7is much more' for! 
GOD ſoon caufed them to be ſenſible of! ihis Glory, when the Devils, ſenſible of a Divine |. 
che difference he made between them and? | Power, engag'd againſt them, cry out, Let us|! 
his People*; for glancing an Angry Look; get away trom this Sox, for GOD fights|: 
upon them from. the* fiery and cloudy, for tet» | | | 
Pillar, he ſtruck them” with Terror and HL nn Hell 
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ExadXVI 


/ 


The Eſa down Manna. 


—_— lee 


60D Ran: Manna from Veaven. to Feed the Tows during thetr 40 750 


W andring in the Wilderneſs. 


| 


| [Miriam allo (the Sifter of Aaron) took a 


and Songs of - Foy. 


{againſt Moſes, whom they lookt upon as 


appointments they mer with. Whereupon 
{this Faithfal Miriſter of the LORD, having 


| repreſented ro them , 
|Murmurings and Complaints did reflect: . 


upon GOD himfelf, 


Inſtrument and Servant promiſed | chem that 


inext Morning fent them Manza from 


Hrs Miraculous Paſſage through the 
 Red-Sea, fill'd the mott inſen(ible 
amongſt the Jews with admi- 
ration and acknowledgment. 

They: all joyn- with Moſes, who Sang zo| 


The ſame _ 2512, 


giving; which teaches us, to beware of 
Unthankſulneſs under the manifold Mercies | 
we receive from the Hands of G 0D. 


Timbrel in her hand , and all the Women. 
accompanied her with Timbrels and Dances, 


But foon after this their olorious Deli-| 


che Wilderneſs, they began again to murmur 


the cauſe of all the Difhculties. and Diſ- 


chat all theſe their 
he being only lis 


GOD would grant ticir defares, and give 


Crzils; which covered the Camp, and tic 


Heawen ,. w hich hike Dew covered all = 


continued to them during their go years 
Journey! ing 1n the Wilder neſs. 
The Jews were ſurprized the next Morn-! 


Tus, as the Book of Wiſdem (Chap. 16.ver.28.) 


: give 7 hanks to GOD: for all his benefits, and 
pray wnto:bim before Break, of Day; tor as 


jand was no more to Ee (dund. Moſes alto 


(ing to ſee this Divine Food ſpread over the 
Face of the Earth , and admiring whar it 
mig ht be; Moſes cold ther 1, that it was the! 


Bread that GOD {ent m_ trom Heaven ; 40 


jand charged thera to go and gather it.eve-; 
'ry Morning before the : Sun- riſing; tO reach 


That we muſt prevent the Sun-rifing to 


faith, 7, 


ſoon as the Sun was riſen, 1t melted away, 


G9D an excellent Hymn of Praiſe and T hankſ-| 


ycrance, and their thank(ul Acknowleds- 7 
ments of 1 It, being, preſt with Hunger 11} 


them Mear. Accordingly the fame Evening! 
fthe LORD fent a prodigiou us Flighr of F 


oround and about their Zents. And this) - 
£ miraculous Heavenly Bread, he afterwards 


IO 


20 


_— 


forbad_ them to keep + any of it wull the 
NT GOD 8 willing ſo carly ro 


i 


| reach the Jews, not toextend their aaroief 
Ineceſſary ſupplics , 


© 


ro it, they. preferred the Garlick and the 
[Onions of Egypt before rt. 


_ +-- 42 Ss 4 oxi here nn 


+257 35 HIIW 


{Heavenly Manna, and the Bread of Angels, 


Iforth out of Egypt, that is, Jrom the Corrup- 
|rions and Deftlements of the World, 


iFood, after their Example; who ths at the | 


| after the Fleſh-Pots of Egypt, are not fit 


beyond the preſenc 
day, leaving the choughts of the Morrow 
to the Divine Providence. And laſtly he 
charged them, that for the more ſtrict and 
Religious Obſervation of the Sabbarh they | 
ſhould gather the day before a double 
quantity "of Manna, which did not putri- | 
he and breed Worms, as that which was on 
other days kept till thenext Morning. 

This Figzre doth molt lively repreſent 
to us the Holy E uchariſt, as Feſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf witneſſeth in the Goſpel; and we may 
boldly. fay , That how wonderful ſoever this 
Feed of the Jews was, yet had not they i in this, } 
nor in any other of the Miraculous Favours | 
beflowed upon them any advantage beyond the 
Cliriſtians, who do more truly feed upon the 


which Fcius Chriſt gives to thoſe who are come | 


and 
wherewith he comforts and ſupports then in 
the Wildernefs of this Lite, until they enter 
into the true Land of Pi -omiſe , as the Jews. 
ere maintained with Manna , till rhety 
ertring into Canaan. 

Pherefore alſo, Chriſtians ought 70 take 
great (are 10 acknowledge and improve this 
Divine Grace and Favour better than the Jews | 
dil; and to tremble at the thought of falling 
into a diflaſte and diſk&e of this He wenly 
firſt view of this Miraculous Bread, they were | 
ſtruck. with wonder , yet being once arcuſtomed 


This diſregard: and loathing the Jews hen 
hid for their Manna, is an expreſs and lively 
Figure of the Ajfront Chriſtians offer ro Jeſus 
Chrilt in his Sacrament, -when they are ſo 

| hardy to approach that Holy Table, without | 
a due Trial of themſelves,and without diſcern- | 
ing the Lords Body. They who flill banker 


Gueſts to-feed on theſe Heavenly Dainries, 
and their aſſiſting at this mcft Religious and 
Myflical Solemnity, will im. befen their 
Condemnation. 
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for all this a new difficulcy ariſing, by their 


| |and repreſenting to him the Extremity to 


3 ; [Tharſt of that great People. 


This Promiſc was immediately followed| 


T 


Fad xVIE- 


We £ 


The Gulhing of Water out ofthe Rock. | 


—_—  —— 


| Moſes at GOD's Command friking the Rock, brinss forth Water. n 


NE would think the Jews ould | 


never more. have doubted- of the} 


Divine Care and Providence, 
which continually attended 


e ſame Year 2513. 


anna, which they having every day 


ontinual viſible aſſurances of the Faich- 
ulneſs of him, who- had charged himſelf 
with the Carc and conduct of "Them. Yet 


ant of Water, effac'd the remembrance of 
Ell che miraculous Aſhſtances the Divine 

oodneſs had afforded them , and pur 
chem upon Maurmuring afreſh againſt 

oſes, whoſe hands they had ſo ofc ſcen 
vet with the Divine Omnipotence.. 


For being come to a place called Rephi-| 


dim, where there was no Water tor them to 
drink, they in a ſeditious and rebellious 
manner addreſs themſclyes to Moſes , 

rauntingly demanding of him, Why he 


chirſt in the Wilderneſs. This meck and kind 
Governour of a moſt Rebellious 'and-Stiff- 
necked People , had no other Refuge to 
'retire to, beſides him, -who art firſt had pur 
lhimin that ſtation, than even GOD himſclf; 


which he was reduc'd, by the general 


Murmurings and Revolt of a People thar| 


werercady co Stone him. GOD,to comfort 
him, bids him take the Elders of Ifrael 
along with him, and the Red, wherewith he 
frhote the Waters of the River Nile, and 
curn'd them to Blood in his hand, and go 
cothe Rock of Horeb, where he would g1VE 
both him and them another inſtance of his 
All-commanding Power, by making Waters 


hem after ſo fignala Miracle, aswasthat of | 


:newed. to them, furniſh'd them with | 


had brought them our of Fgypr, ro kill | 
them and their Children , and Catrel with} 


to gulh forth from thence, to ſatisfic the | 


10 


30 
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4 


F 


by anſwcrable ctte&t; for Moſes had n 
ſooner ſmote the Rock, (which accordin 
to S. Paul, repreſented Feſws Chrift ) bu 
torrents of Water ran down the dry and 
parchced Earth, and Rivers ruſh'd forc 
tromthe Fhnty. Rock;o This Mzracle was 


of Grace, 


proceeding from a. Crucifie 


viſibke reprefencation of the ovcrflowings 5q 
: ater matters. 


Feſus ; for he is the true: © Rock from v—_—_ | 


\[Waters, ſpringing up into Eternal Life , 
making the Hearts of the moſt obdurate | : 


|of Repentance. 


[his Siſter) died, and was buried; the Ijrae- 


do flow forth thoſe Waters of Life, which 
quench the 7hirft of his Peqple, during the 
weary. Steps they take un the Wilderneſs of 
this mortal Life, which afterwards become | 
in them a Fountain and Source of Living 


Sinners, to relentand gutſh forch 1 INTO TEATS 


Some time after chis, whenthe Iboelites 
were come to Cades; where Miriam ( Moſes 


lites upon a like occaſion of want of Water, 
murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron, and\ 
the Thirſt that preſſed them, making them 


Emunent Perſons, they threatned to Stone 
them. Whereupon they both rerired into 
the Tabernacle, 


By this their Example , they gave an 
admirable Inſtance, of chat ſweet -and 


meek deportmenr which Paftors ought to 


ufe toward their* Flock ; for being ſo | 
junjultly- and deſpicetully perſecuted , by | 


theſe obdurate Revolters, they implored 
the Divine Mercy for thoſe very Perſons, 
whoſe Rage and Fury they were Bin to 
avoid; chey loved thoſe that hated them, 
and became Interceſſors for thoſe, that ; 
rcſoly'd to deſtroy them, © 

In this ſecond Miracle of Moſes his 
drawing Water from the Rock, by ſmiting 


it with his Red, he was fain-to ſtrike the | © * 


Reck twice before the Waters gutſhe forth. , 

which ſeemd to proceed from ſome 
diſtruſt in him of the Divine Omnipotence. 
Wherctore alſo GOD reproved hus Ser- 
vant for this his want. of Faith, and told 


him, ' that for a mark of. his diſpleaſure, : 
he ſhould not cater into the Land he trad |: 
promiſed (£0; IVE unto his People. From | |: | 
whence S, Gregory rakes pccalion 70. gdore || 


the Judgments of God-, and to tremble in 
ſeeing him puniſhed, who had ſo often inter- 
ceded withGOD, and obtain'd Pardon for an 
wngrateful and rebellious People , and that 
GUD avenged one ſingle Aft of diſtruſt in 
lam, who bad been ſo WETr to bim 4 in. ket 


* 
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© 
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forger the reſpeEt they owed to thoſe two | 


| to proſtrate themſelyes | 
before GOD, on the behalf of theſe Suth- 
inecked Rebels. 
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CAGES 2-4 the bowels of a hard Rock, 
| they mer witha freſh occaſion of diſcou- 
|ragement, by being unexpectedly ſer upon 


1Force againſt them: They were the farlt 


| the ſtate they were in, were ſo many fic 
Objects of Mercy and Compaſſion, rather] | 


| all the parts of a-Wiſe and Couragious 


| ro God,in earneſt Supplication for a Blefjing 
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Moſes obtains the Victory againſt the Amalckitss, by holding up his Hands to 
Heaven. RS hes 


os 
— OO OO ———_ 
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Oon after the Iſraelites were thus com-: 
 torted and refreſhed with the Mira- 
culous ſupply of Water from 


by the Amalekites, who came with a great 


that had the boldneſs to attack a People, 
whom G 0D had bur Juſt now ſo miracu- 
louſly delivercd from their Bondage ;in 
Eyypt. FE 1 

Theſe cruel Enemies having obſerv'd 
the Fews to be tired with their continual 
Marchings, and that beſides their being 


Thirft,were for the molt part unarm'd, they 


| were baſe and cowardly enough to deſign| 


the deſtruction of a People, who neyer in 
the leaſt had offended them, . and who in 


than of Hatred and Cruelty. . 

Bur Moſes, who always fix'd his truſt and 
confidence in GOD, was not at all terrified 
with the number or ſtrength of his Ere- 


from amongſt all the People a competent 
number of Mer. of Courage, and to lead 
them on againſt che Ezemy , aſſuring him 
that he would not fail of doing his parc 


The next day, when Iſrael was cngag'd 
with Amalek, and whilſt Zoſhaa performed 


General, Moſes in Prayer addreſt himſelf 


. 


upon his Peophe. - 


Fews theſe two important Leſſons , that Go 
1s the only giver of Vifory,, and that he 
beſtows it in his Grace and. Favour only 


tis Powerful hand, with the profoundelſt 
ſubmiſſion and humilicy, entreating it of 


| |him, who is che ſole Diſpenſer of .1t. | 


| Therefore this Holy Man, ceaſed not 


expoſed to the hardſhips of Hunger and} 


mies; but commanded oſha, to chooſe]. 


_ | cowards the obtaining a happy Victory| 
| 'overthemn, and to this end reſolved to take 
| the Rod of God in his Hand, and retire col 
\ the top of the Mountain with Aaron and! 


; Har. | 


40 


By this his Behaviour he pe 


upon thoſe, who humble chemſclyes under| 
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| 


[befeeching God to 


|Prayer, and Wrefiling with God for a Vifory 


{Paſtors , who with Moſes ought to betake 


' land tack, and by it alone they can do more 


| bad not prayed. Amalck was able. to with- 
ſtand and. vanquiſh: too- the whole Army of vbe 
Iſraelites, but could not withſtand the Prayer 
of one Moſes'; and a ſingle Perſon, all faint 
and tired az he was,prov d too flrong for a whole 
Army. T1005 


from lifting up his hands rowards Heaven, 
rant a favourable 
Succeſs to the juſt Arms of his own Pecple ; 
and the great Zcal he had tor the Glory 
of Ged, and the good of Iſrael, made him 
continue ſo'long in that Poſture, that he 
was forcd at laſt for wearinets to let them 
down. TE. 

But Aaron and Hurhaving taken notice, 
that when Moſes let down hisHands, Amale/ 
prevailed againſt the Fews ; they got him 
ro fir down upon aStore,and placing them- 


ſelves on cach fide of him, they ſupported| 


his Hands, by which means Iſrael obtained 
an: entire Victory over their Enemies : 
whereof Ged-commanded Meſes to write a 
Memorial that might laſt for ever, obliging 
the Iſraelites, when centred into the Land 
of Canaan, to Contribute to the reſolution 


he had taken of utterly effacing the Me-| 
' Imory of Amalekh from under Heaven. 


T his Hiſtory chiefly informs us , That for 
to obtain the Viftory over our Enemies, we 
muſt above all implore the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
and put our truſt in his Aid, and that whatever 
effefts an Army may make, all is to no purpoſe, 


if they be not at the ſame time ſupported by | 


the Faith and continual Prayers of good Men. 
But the Fathers,as they confider this Fi gure, 
as an excellent Pattern of Perſeyerance in 


over all our Spiritual Enemies : fo in a ſpecial 
manner they look upon it as an Inſtruftion for 


themſelves to the Mountain of Retiremenr, 
there continually lifting up their Hands towards 


Heaven, even to fainting. If they love their | 


Flock as they cught, they can do n0 leſs, and it 
is the beſt Service they can do for them. The 
care of outward things, they may lay upon 
others, but Prayer is thetr own peculiar work 


than others by all their outward endeawours : 
For Joſhua, noi ding gl his Courage, 
Care and Conduit, had:been beaten, if Moſes 
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| G 0D | giveth bis Law 


VT OL OOORTEIT NN IMS EDN) 
to_the Children of Iſracl from "Mount 
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Hree Months after G 0D had deli- 
BK vercd hisPeople from che Tyranny of 
Pharaoh out of Egypt, being 
66 departed from Rephidim they 
pitched thieir Tents in the Wilderneſs or 
Deſert of Sinaz, before. the Mount. The 
LORD called Moſes unto him, and faid, 
Tell the Children of lſracl, Je have ſeen what 
I did tothe Egyptians, and how .I bear you 
on Eagels Wings; now therefore , if you will 
obey my Voice, and keep my Covenant,then Jball 


The ſame year 2513. 


| People, for all the Earth is mine, and ye 
ſhall be unto me a Kingdom of Prieſts, and 
an holy Nation. Moſes having commu- 


with one accord, -that whatſoever the 
LORD had commanded them, they 
would do. 


When this Holy Man had return'd the 


. | fan&tifie themſelves, and be. in a readineſs 
| againſt the third day, at which- time he 
would come down and ſpeakto themfrom 
the top of Mount Sinai.He alſo commanded 
| Moſes, to ſet bounds to the People round 
about the Mount, and ſtriftly to charge 
| the People not to go beyond them , or 
come near it upon pain of Death. 


| according to Gods Command by Moſes", 
| early in the Morning on the third day, 


_ - | nothing was. heard but Claps of Thunder,) 
the Heavens ſeemed all on a flame with| 


Lightnings, and a thick Choud covered the 


Sound of a Trumpet exceeding loud. With 
thoſe amazing Objctts the Eyes and Ears 
of the People were ſo ſciſed, that Moſes 
could ſcarcely perſwade them to come out 
of their Tents, to hear the Commandments 
GOD was about to give them. _ | 

- Atthe ſame time GOD called Moſes to 
| him from the top of the Mountain, which 
ſcem'd all on fire > and the Smoke thereof 
aſcended like the Smoke of a Farnace ; but 
the People ſtood at a diſtance, and heard 
the Ten Commandments, which GOD by 
|his own Mouth delivered to them. © But 


ye be a peculiar Treaſure unto' me above all| 


nicated this co the People, they anſwered|: 


Peoples Anſwer to G 0 D, he bid him go to] 
the People, with an order from him. toſ 


After that all this had been performed| 


cop of the Mount.There was alſo heard the 4 
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1 look upon as the unmoveable Foundation of 


| nounced by G 0 D himſelf from. the Mount, 


| we alſo might tremble and quake at the appre- 


Jews /ookt upon as 
portable, 


they being ſcized with fear and tremblin 
attheſe terrible Appearances , defired of 


Moſes, that he would be pleaſed to ſpeak | |. 


to them, and tell chem from G 0D, what- 


{ſocycr he ſhould be pleaſed to command/| 
. jthem, that ſo they might no longer be 
. [expoſed to thoſe Terrours which they | 


apprehended might be a means of their 
Death. | 

In this manner were the Ten Command- 
ments publiſhed at firſt, which even to this 
day are thoſe Holy Laws , which Chriſtians 


their Piety. The Fathers wiſhed, that ſome 
part of that terror and trembling , which then 
ſeized the Jews at the hearing of them, pro- 


might alſo lay hold upon us, 10 the end that 
henſion.of any thing that -might in the leaft 


make us to offend againſt the Holineſs of theſe 
Ordinances. | 


| Proceſs of Time,and the corruption of Man- | 
ners amongſt the Jews formerly, and ſence} |: 
the Chriſtians, have made Men ftudy| * 


Anon 


—_— 
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ſeveral ways to elude the force and obligation al 


of theſe Commandments, by falſe Interpre-| | 


tations and Equivocations, calculated only to| || 


favour the licentious and Jooſe Lives of Men.j | 
But Jeſus Chriſt, who aſſures us, that the leaſt} | 
jot or tittle of theſe Holy Laws ſhall not| © 
periſh, at the ſame time teacheth us , to have | 
always the ſame reſpet for them, as if they] © 


had but juſt now been delivered to 
Mouth of G 0 D himſelf. ' 


1 #1 
' For Chriſtians are 0. more Slaves and}, 


Bondmen as the Jews, who' were Children| | 


of the Bondwoman, but are. Children of thej | 
|Freewoman ; and therefore they do no more| | 
ſay with the Jews, Letnot the LO RD ſpeak! :: 
co us, leſt we die ; but on the contrary, they} - 


defire nothing more, than that G O D ſhould: 


ſpeak to their Souls ; foraſmuch as the words: 2 
which he ſpeaks are the words of. Life, and arei 
[always accompanied with the Unition of\ the| © 

Holy Ghoſt, which makes them with joy and 


delight to perform thoſe Commands , which the' 
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a Toke , that was inſup-/_ 
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F T* E Jews having declared, that they 
{The -» Whey 2513: tO them, . than' the LO R D, 


{all the Laws, according to which he would| 


bs Moſes continued 40 Days and 40 Nights, * 
{with GOD on the Mount,and when he ha 


.- | communicated to Moſes on the Mount , he 
_ {difanfſed him. | 


|Jution, and fearing 
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{Moſes ſeeing the Calf of Gold, brecks the Tables of the Law , writ by 
EE OI bone. © 
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defired rather to hear Mcſes ſpeak 


Four Months after their 


com x of 2525. G O D called him up to the 
cop of the Mountain, where he gave him 


f 


| have his People governed. 'The Divine] 
Original of theſe Laws 1s evident to all, 

{who conſider the profound and tranſcen-| 
dent Wiſdom which appears in them ,j*® 


Ma being a perfect Pattern for all wiſe Law- 


givers and Governours to take Inſtructions 
trom. 


received the Commandments written on 
Tables of 'Sroze by the Finger of G 0 D,! 
containing the ſubſtance of* what he had: 


| 120 
| The Ifae/ites inthe mean time being a 
i iff-necked and unbelieving People, fecing! 


prov Moſes delayed coming down fromy 
| a 


the Mount, aflembling themſelves in 
| Tunwhuous manner, went to Aaroz, .and 
| mſolently charged him to make them God 


o 


to go before them, foraſmuch as they did 


_ | not know what was become of Moſes, and, = | dc 
whether they ſhould ever ſee him again. ! 3 Brethren, they had conſecrated themſelves 


Akron perceiving their obſtinate Refo- 
the effect of their 


© "|-Anget, if he: ſhould provoke them by a 


_ [would be of lictle uſe for them 'to have|5 


- | the Golden Earrings of their Wives, their 


tr © as 4 a & "fs $8 AS 4 Dr IS. - - Ae <A > aa _—_— we ot td nth nn > cn SG 


| percinptory: Refuſal, demanded! of them 


| Sons and Danghters, and made thereof a. 
Calf of Gold, which they worſhiped, with 
a.great deal of folemnity and rejoycing. 

Moſes in the mean time, as he was 


|coming down the Mountain with the twol49/not ſpare them; yea, they did not ſtick, at 


Tabs, heard: the Noiſe of ſhooting for; 


| of 'Goid, and the People dancing about it, 
which fo kindled the Zeal he had for 
G'0D's Glory, and the Indignation he| 
|/concay'd for this their horrid Sin and! 
Unthankfalneſs,that he caſt thoſe Holy Tables 
out.af his hands, and brake them ar the; 
Foot of the Mozntain. He ſuppoſed it| 


before them a Law writ on Stone, which 
they had already 'cffaced our of their 


| Iwere unworthy to be honourcd wittr gfe 


Finger. 


icried aloud, That all thoſe that were on 


Imanded them+-to take their Swords, and 


| | the Levites, which he looks apon as an excel-|. 


Foys abd as he drew near beheld the Calf |mmch as to reprove them, becauſe we tove them 


. 
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Hearts, and that ſucly inconſtane Souls 
ommands of G0 Þ, writ with his on 


After this Moſes took the Golden Caff arid 
having burnt xt, he ground 1t to Powder,! 
and ſtrewed' it upon the Water, and made! 
them all drink of 'it,, to ſhew them, how 
cohtemptible a thing it was to which they 
had given Divine Adoration. He alſo 
ſharply rebuked Aaron for having given 
way to this their great: Sin; atid thets | 
placing himſelf in the Gate of the Camp, 


| 


the LORDS ſide, ſhould come to him, 
whereupon immediately che whole Tribe] 
of Levi joyned with Moſes, who com- 


'ro g0 from Gate to. Gate throughout the! 
Camp , and to kill all they ſhould meer; 
with, ſparing neither Brothers, Neighbozrs, 
Friends, or Companions. | 

The Levites with a praiſe-worthy Zeal, - 
executed this difficult Command ,and flew 
[that day about 3000 Mcn. Moſes after- 
wards bleſſed the Family of Lew? for their | 
ready Obedicnce, aſſuring them , that by; 
'this their ſhedding of the Blood of their 


to the LORD, who would not fal to 
bleſs them for it. et; Ts 
| Saint Gregory admires this holy Zeal of 


' tent Inſtruflion for thoſe too indulgent Fa-!. 
| thers,; who are afraid to reprove their Chil- 
' dren, whom they ſee plunged in the. Love of 
'the World. Theſe Levis ( faith $.Gre- 
'g0ry) tho they loved their Gluldren, yet did|: 


taking away their Lives, and we are afraid ſo 


with a fleſhly Love. The moſt tender Love in 
the World , has an anſwerable Anger : - No 
Father could love his Son better, than Moſes | 
did his People ; for to ſave them, He was 
willing his Name Jhould be blotted out of the 
Book, of Lite, and. the more he feared the} 
| Anger of \GOD againſt his Ycopic, the more 
he endeawoured to prevent it by this exemplary | 
Puniſhment. OG | 
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The Second Tables. 


GOD writes his Law a ſecond time upon Tables of Stone; which the | fraclites 
FE, To  recerve with Reſpect. 7. | 


of -his People to the bottom, aflem- 
bled them the next day, and 
repreſented to.them the hei- 
 [nouſneſs of the Sz they had committed ; 
and told them, he would preſent himſelf 
before G 0 D, and endeayour by his Inter- 


MI SES having ſearched the Sore 


The ſame year 2513. 


had ſo juſtly deſerved. He accordingly 
humbly proftrates himſelf beforexrthe 
LORD, as if he himſelf were guilty of 
the Sin they had commitred , and as one 
| that durſt not open his Mouth ,” to. beg 
ardon for this their abominableSacriledge. 

But his Charity at laſt found out a Reme- 


amongſt theſe impious Criminals, and begs 
of GOD, 1tf there were no pardon for 


| Life : By this means he (as we may ſay) 
forced GOD, rather to pardon ſo many 
Criminals, for the ſake of one innocent 


Perſon for the ſake of ſo many Criminals. 
\ Thus GOD being overcome with che 
exce's of Moſes his Charity, * ends him 
| back again to the People, totell them, That 


Interceſſion, he would give them the Land 
he had promiſed to Abraham , Iſaac , and 
Zacob; bur that he would not go up with 
- | themas formerly, foraſmuch as they were 
| aftifſnecked People, leſt he ſhould be found 

. | to conſume them by the way. And having 
| commanded them to lay aſide all char 
Ornaments, as-a mark of their-Repentance 
| and Sorrow for this Sin they had com- 
| mitred , he orders Moſes to hew out two 
7 ables of Stone, like to. the former which 
* | he had broken. | 0 
So Meſes roſe up early in the Morning, 
and went up to Mount Sinai with the two 
Tables, and proſtrating himſelf before:the 
- 5 a Majeity, who deſcended in the 
| {Cloud on the top of the Mount, molt 
humbly beſeeched him to pardon the Sr 
of his People. The LORD favourably 
received this his Interceſſion , and afſurd 
hin of his ProteCtion , .and when he had 
[continued there 40 Days and 40 Nights in 


— 


_ (Communion with GOD, without Meat 


|or Drink, he returned to the People with 
the two 7ables of the Law. - 
; When Moſes was come down to the 


ceſſion, to turn away the Divine Wrath,they | 


dy for this great Evil ; he ranks himſelf} 


chem, to blot him alſo out of his Book of | 


Perſon, than to deſtroy one innocent! 


for the ſake of their Fathers, and at his 
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Camp, the Jews were extremely ſurprized 
to fee his Face all hhining ; and being |: 
affrighted with the Glory they ſaw in his| 


en 


-fwhich obliged himfelt to pur a Veil on}! 
his Face, and then having called theRulers |! 
and all che People ro come to him, he decla-}: 
red what GOD had charged him with 9n|: 


cheir behalf. | L i 
9 Thus Moſes having attain'd co a degree |; 


came forth tothe People, which he rok off 3 
again when he went 1nto the 7abernacle|? 


Whereby he gave to all che Paſtors of the|?! 
Church this Leſſon , That they ought to pro-\ 
[portion the Sacred Truths, GO D has been" 


4 


20/pleaſed to communicate to them, to the capa-\\; 


(city and weaneſs of their Hearers, and to\\' 


hide the Revelation of ſurpaſſing Myiteries |? 
1GOD bas favoured them with , in the ſecret|' 
of this their,own Breaſts. . 
| Inthismanner were the wo firſt Tables); 


F 
f-% 


= 
#E 
> þ 
_- 
a 


'T: 


'irenewed, and GOD bang touch'd with|] . 


- che Puniſhinent of his People, and the" 


39: with his own Finger the X.Commandments\ | 
he before had given them. Which Favour ! 
|of his ro the Fews was a Figure of a greater,: 
he beſtows upon all Pemiteat Souls, when; : 
Upon their deep Humiliations , he by his; * 
Holy Spirit anew engraves in their Hcarts,:. 


the Hely Law they had before eftaced by ; 


the diſorder of their Lives. | 
But GOD act the fame time would repre»! | 


ſcar co Moſes, how hard a thing it 1s to! || 


49 obtain this Grace,and therefore oblig'd him! * 
to hew theſe ſecond Tables of Stone himfelf,, 
which was not mentioned concerning the; : 
firit Tables. For Man is fo weak, that he 1s; 7 
apt to loſe what he has obtain'd withour! 
(labour and paitis taking ; and therefore 
GOD 1s conſtrained to make him cndure; : 
a great deal of toil and trouble before his 
Holy Law be fully repaired and reſtored in; : 

| him, to the end the difficulcy he has mer! | 
o'with in this Proceſs, may oblige him to; : 
a greater watchfulneſs over himſelf, and ! 
make him tremble at the very thought of! 7 
forteiting a Favour,he has at Iength obtain d| : 
of GOD with ſo many Tears. _ | Þ 
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|[Countenance,they durit not come near him. |! 


J 
A . 


of Glorification by his long continued |! 
communion and familiarity with G 0 D, j}- 
was forced always to Veil his Face when hel? 


beforeche LORD, to ſpeak with him.” j 


Interceſlion of Moſes, wrote over again}! 
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| K fromthe principal Subjcet whereof it 


|Peace Offerings, and Sin or Treſpas Offer- 


' | in which they were to be offered ; as for Sins of| 
. | Tenorance, and wiltul Sins; as to the Beaſts, 
| which were to be offered by diſtinguiſhing them| 29 


| together with the Law of the Sabbath, of the! 
Seventh ycar, and of the year of Jubilce; 
| but alſo concerning the Prieſts themſelves, with 
 reſpef to their Perſons as well as FunEtions: 


— 7 __O— — —__—_ 


_— 


The CONTENTS of the Third Book of MOSES, | 


———— —  — 
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CALLED 
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"a He Name of -this Book 3; borrowed 


treats; that is, Levitical Ceremonies, with 
their dependencies; the Function and obſcr-. 
[vation whereof appertained to the Priefts and 
| Levites, who were both of the Tribe of Levi, 
| and by the Order of God appropriated to his 
folemn Service. For in this Book are chiefly 
laid down the Ceremonial Laws, not only 


{ 


| diflinguijhed into Burnt Offerings, Meat 


| Offerings, Offcrings of the Firit Fruits , 


.1ngs, as well with regard to the Perſons for; 
' whom they were offered, as for the Pricſts,, for| 
| the whole Congregation, fer the Prince or 
| Ruler, or for any of the People, and the w 


| intoclean and unclean, with the Feaits and 
' Days aſſigned to thoſe ſeveral Services: As 


. 


the Feaſt of the Paſsover, the Feaſt of Pente-| * 


; coſt, the Feaſt of Tabernacles, with the Feaſt| 
of. Trumpets, and the day of . Arttonement ,| 


' Moreover, amongſt theſe Ceremonial Laws 


| are thoſe of the Purification of Women 
after Child-birth, Their Offerings a 
' their Purifying; The Laws and Tokens - | 


Prieſt 75 to obſerve in his Judgment abou 


' concerning all ſorts. of Sacrifices , which are!10 


{Civil Government. 


|Prieſtly Function, and its confirmation by & 


| the ſecond Month of the ſame Teas; - 


Leproſie, together with the Rites and Sacri- 
fices whereby it is 20 be cleanſed ; The Law 
concerning the Scape- Goar. 

: To theſe, are added Moral Laws concerning 
what we are to do, or leave undone, a ſummary, 
whereof we find in the Decalogue, or Ten 
Commandments. And beſides all theſe, we 
find here alſo Civil Laws and Ordinances| 
concerning Puniſhments, which the Mag1- 
ſtrate was to inflict upon ſome enormous 
Crimes, as of other matters concerning the| 


| Amongſt theſe Laws we find alſo ſeveral 
Relations inſerted, as of the Inauguration of 
the Prieſts, the Anointing of the Tabernacle, 
and its Utenſils, the aflual exerciſe of the 


Divine Prodigy of Fire coming down from 
Heaven and conſuming the Burnt Offerings 
on the Altar, and the puniſhment of two 
Prieſts, Nadab and Abihu, who bad tranf- 
preſſed the divinely appointed Rulcs of their 
Sacred employment by offering ſtrange Fire 
before the Lord ; together with the execution 
of a Blaſphemer. 

' Here alſo we meet with ſeveral Promiſes 
|'made to thoſe that obſerve the Divine Laws, 
| and | dreadful denunciations to thoſe that | 
tranſgreſs them. All which was done within a 
Months time , that is, from the beginning 0 
the ſecondsyear after the Children of Ifracl 
were come out of Egypt, to the beginning of 
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| NADAB and AB 


Nadab nd Abihu (Aarons eldeſt Sons ) having put frange Fire inco their 


. the LORD inthe Tabernacle. 


— 


"= 


Cenſers;, and offered it before the LORD, are conſumed by & Fire from|* 


- 


Frer that Moſes had finiſhed all char 

| GOD had commanded him to 
make for his Worſhip and Service , he ſet 
up the 7 abernacle, and conſe- 
crated it at the beginning of 
| | the ſecond year after their coming out of 
Egypt. GOD gave a viſible Witneſs of 
his approving of whatſoever was offered 
up to.-him according to his Command for 
his glory, and aCloud always covered the 


Anno Mund! 2 51 4. 


jefly was preſerit there, and dignified it 
with his Glory. This Cloud reſted on the 
Tabernacle, as long as it pleaſed GOD it 


land when it removed from the Tabernacle, 
it was a Sign, that the Divine Will was 
they ſhould decamp , and remoye elſc- 
where. $6 
| Thus we ſee that an orderly and regu- 

| Jated outward Service began to be per- 
| formed to the Divine Majefty, by offering 
| up of Sacrifices, and other holy Obſcr- 
' vances appointed and determin'd by G 0 D 


himſelf, Aaron and his Sos being|in parti- 


O—— 


| cular fer apart and conſecrated to theſe] 


| Holy Functions. | 
| Bur GOD ſoon made it appear, by a 
| dreadful Example, what exa&tneſs he 
expects in the performance of thoſe holy 
| Duties, and with what ſeverity he required 
' that his Appointments ſhould be obcyed. 
| He had made a Law, that the Fire was to 
| burn continually upon his A/rar, and that 
che Prieſts ſhould take care to maintain 1t, 
by laying oi of Wood every Morning and 
|Evemng. | 
It was with this Holy Fire they.were to! 


' Incenſe before G OD, bur Nadab and Abihu, 
the two eldett Sons of Aaron,neglcEting this] 
Command of GOD,and having taken ſtrange 
Fire in their Cenſers, died in the 7 abernatle, 
as they were offering up their Intenſe before 
| the LORD; tor GOD dartcd inco their 
| Inwards a Fire hike. a flaſh of Lightning , 
| which conſumed their Inwards without 
' rouching their Bodtes, or ſo much as their 
' Garments. | Fug 


+1 


Y * 


Tabernacle; to ſhew, that the Divine Ma-| 


ſhould continue 1n the place where it was, | 


kindle their Cenſers, whenever they did offer} 


IO 


4 


- And Moſes caking occaſion from this| 


—_— We ; 


20 


30 
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{Fire to burn upon continually. 


Camp , 1n the ſame condition they found 
them, :that 1s, 1n their Linnen Coats. | 


whom they ought ro diſtinguiſh themſelves 
to that Holy Anointing, whereby they had 
rated from the reſt of their Brethren. 

ſeeming Service that Men offer to G 0D, 
cannot 1n the leaſt be acceptable to him, 
when 1t 15 not done 1n the way and man- 
ner he has appointed. The Divine Being | 
is impoſſible ro honour him, but accord- 
he hinxfelf hath ſer down. - 


nances; but he no lefs rakes notice 'and 
obſerves art this ume, thoſe who bring a 


ſelves before him, - having another Fire 


[ng in their Hearts, than what he has| | 


kindled there by his Holy Spirit. 
This /lrange Fire which he has fo great 


the Love of this World ; and that holy Man, 
Nadab and Abihu, takes "—_— earneſtly 
P 


to exhort all Believers, but eſpecially thofe 
| who ſerve at the Altar ; to baniſh from their 


| Temporal things, to the end their Hearts 
may burn with the-Love of God alone, who is 
a Conſuming Fire, and a Jealous G OD, and 


Fire, /hould burn in the Hearts of thoſe whom 
he has deſigned to be the Altars for bis Holy 
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ſudden and terrible Judgment, to make che |: 
relt of the Prieſts-fcartul of falling into} 
the like Sin, made them bring the Dead |! 
Bodics of Nadab and Abihu trom before |: 
the Santuary, and carry them our of the |: 


Moſes alſo charged Aaron and his Sons, | | 
not tq mourn tor Nadab. and Abibu, in|? 
ſhaving theirHeads,or rending their Cloaths, | © 
buc char they ſhould. leave thoſe Marks of | |! © 
Mourhins to the reſt of the People, from j* 
as well in this poznt as all thereſt,in reverence | | 
been conſecrated ro the LORD, and ſepa- |: 


GOD was willing to teach the Jews by. l 
this terrible Judgment, that the moſt holy |: | 


is ſo wondertul and tranſcendent, that ir} - 


ing to his own Preſcription, and the Model |' 
, | He docs not! 

now (it may be) fo vitibly and remarkably 
puniſh thoſe who tranſgreſs his Holy Ordi=t |. 


flrange Fire to his Altar, and preſent them-| : 


an averſion tor,is (according to S,Gregory)| * 


| ſtruck with the terrible Example ſhewed upon | 
Hearts all unclean Luits , and the Lowe-of ; 


who cannot ſuſfer that any other ſtrange| * 
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The CONTENTS 


CALEED: | 


| ok of MOSES, [ 


3 
p . 
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His Book is called Numbers , becauſe] 
it contains the ſeveral Numbrings of 
 » [the {ribes of Iſrael performed in the Deſert] 
by the Command of G 0 D, and particularly 
of the Levites. But befides this Numbring 
| and Regiſtring of the People , according to 
every particular Tribe; (but the Levites are 
exempted for the Service of the LORD.) 
i which both begin and conclude this Book, 
| many other matters are therein related. Here 
we find the, Order, according to which the 
12 Tribes were to march in their Journey, as 
well as to encamp themſelves about the 
Tabernacle. | fy 
Heres ſet down the charge and duty of the 
Prieſts ard Levites, their Maintenance, and 
| their miraculous confirmation in the Prieſt- 
| hood. Here are Laws Ceremonial, Moral, 
'| Civil and Mixt. Herein 3s repreſented to us 
the wonderful and ſingular conduit GO D was 
4 pleaſed to uſe towards them , In leading _ 
through the Wilderneſs 70 the Land of Pro- 
miſe. Here are alſo, related ſeveral Events, 
| that hapned in their Journey , the occaſions, 
| | circumſtances and ſucceſs whereof , afſord as 
many good Leſſons, 'as well in Ecclclaſtical 
as Civil Matters. 

IWe ſee here, that after the ſetting up and 
conſecration of the Tabernacle, the Heads or 
' Princes of rhe Twelye Tribes , ſeverally 
| brought their Gitts and Offerings ; and ho 
| that ungrateful People were oft engaged i 
| Murmurings ard , Rebcllions againſt the 
| Lord, and againſt Moles , together with the 
' dreadful Examples , of rerrible Judgments 
' that ſucceeded them. _ 

' Weread here alſe, hew Moles was eaſed of 

' the burthen . of hs ſolitary adnainiſtration, 
| by the aſſiſtance of Seventy Elders ; notwith- 
. |flanding which, he meets with much trouble 
- | both from Aaron his Brother, and Miriam 
' {bis Siſter; _ a5 alſo how he having ſent ſome to 
diſcover the Land of Canaan, by reaſon of 
ithe ill Report of the Spies, and the Murmur-| 
' -|ings thence occaſioned amongſt the People, 


IO 


2C 


3 


49 


5 
S 
PI IEIg nn Ha _ 
_—_ _— 4 —_ — > EDS i Me Bt OLE > ein 
o 
= 
, - 
. 
. OS « III - —_—_——_—_ ow #— ct 


ſeveral Judgments were inflited on them, 
whereby ſome immediately periſhed, the ref 
being ſentenced to wander up and down in the 
Wilderneſs qo years from their coming out 
of Egypt, and to dre in tt at laſt. 


Sins, both particular and common , with their 
juſt Puniſhments, as well as the Vertues 2 
Heroick A&tions-of Good men, with their 
particular Rewards, Moreover the infinite 
Mercy of G0 D is excellently ſet forth here, 
in bis favourable agceptance of the Prayers off 
Moſes, his faithful Servant , in the: gracious 
pardoning of ſo many Crimes,of ſuch Rebel. 
| ious and ſeditious' Perſons, and in the conti- 
nual pouring forth of his multiplied Bleflings| 
upon that People; whereof ſome mere Spir1- 
tual, ix preſerving the Truth of his Doctrin,| 
| and the Purity of his Service amongſt. them , 
and others Corporal, in delivering Few from 
the hands of their Enenues, in giving them 
| glorrous Vittories over them, and in gra-| 
ciouſly heaping upon them many other temporal 
Advantages. dy 
[ Laſfily, We have here an account how the 
| Children of Ifracl prepared themſelves to 
| take poſſeſſion of the Land of Canaan,whereof 
the Borders and Bounds are deſcribed ; where-| 
upon the Tribe of Reuben, that of Gad , and 
| the half Tribe of Manafleh, having taken| 
| poſſeſſion of the Country on that ſide Jordan,| 
it is by the Command of GOD afſign'd to them; 
' for an Inheritance. Here are alſo Rules and 
Orders ſet down about dividing the Land of 
Canaan, with the exception of ſeveral Places| 
and Cities, ſome of which were to be appro- 
priated to the Levites, and others, were to ſerve| 
for -Cinesof Renane. © © -- bo 
This Book contains the Hiſtory of the 
Events and Tranfaftions of 38 Tears and 
'9 Months, Viz. from the ſecond Month of the 
ſecond year, after the Departure of the Chul-| | 
dren of Iſrael ozt of Egypt, to the beginning 
of the Eleventh Month of tbe fortieth year. 
| | | L 


| 


Q 


In this Book likewiſe are Recorded ſeveral - 
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_ The Blaſphemer Stoned. 
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GOD Commands the Blaſphemer of bis Holy Nane to be Stoned , « 
|” another that profaned the Sabbath, by gathering Sticks on that Holy _ 
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| A - Frer that God had (by the terrible} |. After Enquiry, God commanded them 

| FI and ſudden puniſhment of Nadab| jto proceed (as 1n the fore-going Inſtance) 
| and Abiha) given an evident} jviz, to bring the Sabbath-breaker withour 

Example, how dangerous a| |theCamp, and that all the People ſhould 

thing it is for thoſe that Miniſter at. the| |Stone him there. 

; Altar, to neglect: the Rules of their holy] | Men at this time would take more Care, 


—__———— __ 


The ſame year 2514+ 


| | FunAlion, anc to diſobey him; whoſe more} [and be. more exatt in, keeping the Laws off} 1 
' nnmediate Miniſters they are ;-he gave} |God, if they ſaw themſelves threatned with\# 
another Example of the exa&tneſs of his} [preſent Death, wpon the breach of them 5 andi7; 
Tuftice towards the Common People. ofthe fear at leaſt of ſo ſudden and fo ſevere a ; ” 
| Two Fews quarrclling together, one of . |Puniſhment, would put a ſtop to their raſh z Wm: 
' them in his tranſport of Rage and Choler| |Licentiouſncſs. Ao et 
{ blaſphemed the Holy Namie of Ged; the . But thoſe who have learnt to obey the Law; = 
Ears of thoſe that heard him being offend-| [of God from a Principle of Love ,. and nbt 4 
cd at thoſe deteſtable Words, they fcized they jfrom any fear of Punithments, cannot ſuffi-} } 
Blaſphemer, and brought him before Moſes, {ciently bewail and lament to ſee the Libercy,| ? 
| who- would not pronounce or determine} [hoſe that call themſelves Chriſtians, take; toi # 
any thing inthe caſe, till he had enquired} |vio/ate without Fear or Care, the moſt ſacred, 7 'F 
' of God, what was fit to be done, and inviolable Laws and Commands of * 
| - Ged, in Anſwer to his demand, com-|12ol God. BE 2 ; 
mands him to put the Blaſphemer imme | Their Faith preſents them with a view of | 
diatcly out of .the Camp, and that thoſe} | other ' Puniſhments, and much more to bel | 
who had heard his Blaſphemy', ſhould lay| |feared than all temporal Puniſhments what-!1 | ; 
i their Hands on his Head, - and that after-| |ſoever: And their Eyes guſh forth. with) : 
| wards all the People ſhould fone him. This '|Tears, when they conſider, That for thel | 
; Order was accordingly forthwith executed! "gathering of a few Sticks or Stubble (45 all ' 


| with a Severity, which at this time may! .|Worldly things are no better ) Men provoke the 0 


| make all thoſe tremble, who are not afrai | Anger of God againſt them, and draw down; : 
| 1n their paſſion to Blaſpheme that- Hol | [pon themſelves Puniſhments that ſhatl never| | 
. | Name, as well as make thoſe Bluſh, who arg 30ent.  - | | ” nl 
; ſo regardlcfs of the Glory of God, as © . GOD never flackens the- Severity: of his p 
ſuftcr and wink at thoſe that do it. And . |Laws': He has once declared ro Men, what! © 

| upon this occaſion, God made a Law, That! |he would have them do, and what he expefs| © 

; all Blaſphemers, for time to come , ſhould be, | from them; and having ſo done, ſpeaks no; 
|- Stoned by the People. more; but leaves it to them, and if they be : 

| _ Sometime after there hapned another | diſobedient, 'tis at their own peril, | © 
| Example of the Divine Juſtice and Severity. Men indeed may deceive themſelves, and\ 


1 The Iſraelites .being very exatt in their |wreſt the Law of God to their own ſenſe , and 
_ | outward obſervance of the holineſs of thi | as they wexld fain have it; but however they 
[ Sabbath-day,in which God had commanded| 4ol may flatter themſelves, as this Sabbath- 
them,buta while ago,with his own Mouth} [breaker probably alſodid; for what hurt was 
* | not to do any ſervile work, they chanced| |rhere in gatbering a few Sticks? yet their 
to finda Max gathering Sticks on that day,] -\excuſing and acquitting of themſelves, will) 

| and brought him before Moſes and Aaron} |not prevent the Sentence of Death from being! > * 
_ | Topaſs Sentence upon him for that Tranſ4 |pronounced againſt them; and they will know, | 
- | greſſion of the Divine Law, who ordered) {but alas too late, (as faith S. Auſtin) that Man| .. 
_ [himo be pur in Ward, till they had con? |waswain in his Promiſes ,. but that God was! 
| Hulted the Will of God in that marcer. Izrze in his Threats and Menates, _ | 
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© People Mw Gi pun, | 7H 
© affures them,they ſhall not enter into the Land he had promiſed them. 


"The Twelve Spies. 


Moſes ſends forth x 2 Spiss to ſearch the Land of* Canaan. © They make the 


Aurmur. G OD. to pumſh their Rebellious Murmurings, 


in 
0n 


in 


h1 


7 
- [at 
commuted, ſhe ſhould be pur forth of rhe 
_ . |Camp'7 Days, after which ſhe was healed, 
according to the Interceſiion of Moſes. 


People in fo many different manners, was 
The ſame Year 2514 


murings, from which Aaroz himſelf, and 
| Miriam his Siſter, were. not exempt. For 
being jealous of the great Authority GOD 
had conferred upon Meſes, they in a taunt- 


- manner-ſaid, Hath the LORD indeed 


with having married an Ethiopian Woman. 


ſtice of theſe their Reproaches, yet pre- 
ſerving his accuſtomed Meekneſs, ſeem'd 
"[not at all concern'd at it. Bu 

avenged Moſes, who would not avenge| 


holy Function, he: truck Miriam with a 


Leproſee. 


[that condition , earneſtly prayed to the 
ORD toheal her; buc GOD told him! 


and Miriam againſt Moſes being paſt, there| | 
ſoon aroſe another of the whole People. 
For GOD having commanded Moſes to 
[ſend a Man of cach 7ribe, to ſearch the 
{Land of Canaan, and to bring a Sample 
- [of the Fruits thereof, theſe Spres returned 
land brought a bunch of Grapes, which 
|was an abundant proof of the excellency 
of the Soil. But withal told them,thac the' 
Land was inhabited by ſo Giant-like al4o 
[People, that they could nor think ever to], 

conquer them. 


diſcouraging account from the Spies, bur 
_.jthey began with one accord ro murmur 
| {againſt Moſes. They wiſh they had dicd in 
the Wilderneſs, rather than to be put upon! 
fighting againſt Gzarts;- and at laſt came 
to that wicked reſolution to chooſe them- 
{elves a Leader, and return to Egypr.. 


[THE feyerity of ſo many Cheaftife-| 


ments, Wherewith GOD exerciſed his 


not ſufficient to pur, a ſtop 
to their. Rebellious Mur- 


= 
Oo 


ly ſpoken by Moſes, Hath he not ſpoken alſo 
#5? And for a pretext of their Mur-} 
urings againſt him, they upbraided him, 
Moſes, tho he was ſenſible of the Inju- 


ButGOD 


mlielf, and ſparing Aaron becauſe of his |20 
Moſes being afflicted to ſee his.Sifter. in 


was bur fitting,that for the Fault ſhe had 


This -particular Murmuring of Aaron |3® 


The People had no ſooner heard: this| 


| Moſes and Aaron ſeeing them laſh out! 


[into theſe dereſtable Exorbitances, pro- 
TFoſbhuah endeayoured by mild Words, and| z 


[They affured them, that it was a very 


lot the Congregationz Whence the Lord ſpake 


jwiſhed ro die in the Wilderneſs, ſo they 


(People; the reſt of the Spies were ſtruck 


[ſmall difficulty,that muft be overcome before we 


| which oppoſe our paſſage thither ; but inſtead 


{puniſhed by God, as being the Authors of their| | 


ſtrated themiclves before the LORD, to 
appeaſc-his Anger from breaking out upon 
them; whilſt in the mean time Caleb and 


encouraging Repreſentations of the Land, 
to calm them, and ro cface the Fears which 
theſe falſe Reports had raiſed in them. 


excellent Land, 'and that as long as GOD 
favoured them, they ſhould caſfily become} . 
Maſters thereot, | 
| * But the People being ſtrangely enraged, | 
inſtead of giving ear to their Remon- 
ſtrances, would necds have Stoned them, 
had not they been ſtopt by the appearance 
of the Glory of the LORD,in the 7 abernacle 


to Mofes, commanding him to tell the 
People,that he had heard their Murmurings, 
and that according to their wiſhes he 
would decal with them; for as they had 


ſhould all of them from 20 years old and 
upwards. . 7 
Foſhua and Caleb only were excepted 
from this puniſhment, as having endea- 
vourcd to ſtll the Murmurings of the 


with ſudden Death, as being the Authors| - 
of this great miſchief. a Oy 
GOD ty this Hiſtory jeems to teach us, 
that when he promiſes us a great Reward, we 
ought not to diſcourage our ſelves with every 


can deſerve it, We cannot enter into the Land of 
Promiſe without firſt overcoming theEnenues, 


of being diſcouraged at the ſight of theſe Ene-| 
nues, we ought to ſttr up our Faith, and caſt| 
our Care upon God, who has promiſed to fight| - 


for us. * * 
Thus Jeſus'Chriſt doth only promiſe his| 
Kingdom to thoſe who take it by force. We do! © 
renounce the Kingdom of Heaven, by fearing| 
to fight and ſtrive for it ; and they who inflead| 
of encouraging Souls in this Spiritual Com- 
bat, do diſcourage them, ſhall be ſeverely . 


Perdition. 
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KORAH, DATHA N, and A 


BIR AM |: 


Korah, Dathun, aw Abram Murmwing «gain? Nola and afeting iHe| 


_ 


High-Pricfthood, the Earth opens and ſwallows them Alkvue, = |: 


HE Murmuring of the Children 
of Iſrael, occafioned by the Report 


[rhe rteyear 2514, Of the Spies, was ſoon after 


and the = year _— 
their coming out . : . 
Exyphe more heinouſly offended the 


Divine Majeſty. Korah,Dathanand Abiram, 
with 250 Princes of the People, aroſe in a 
ſcditious manner againſt Moſes and Aaron | 
and cnvying the Dignity and Authority 


cnough Lordid it over the Lor1s People, 
- [who were as holy as they, and that it was 
high time to ſer-bounds to their arrogated 
| Power. 

Moſes having heard theſe their Words , 
fell upon his Face, and becaulc he percet- 
 lved'ithat theſe Marmurers affected the High- 
Prieſthood, he rebuked their Ambiuon, 
[repreſenting to Korah ( who wasof the 
Tribe of Levi) that the LO RD had highly 
[honoured them, in ſeparating them trom 
the reſt of the Congregation, to do the 
Service of the Tabernacle of the LORD; 


- {that holy Function, withour raiſing their 
Deſires higher. And after he had cold them, 
that this their Murmuring was level'd at 
\the LORD himſelf, he bid them be in a 
- [readineſs againſt the.next day , with their 
Cenſers, and charged Aaron likewiſe to 
appear with his. ; 

» This done, Korab and his party placed 
themſclves on one fide, and Aaron on the | 
other ; and at the ſame time the G/ory of 
|the LORD appearcd to all the Congregation, 
and the LORD c@mmanded Moſes to bid 
the People to get them away from thoſe 
{Rebellious Murmurers. Moſes having given 
this Advertiſement to the Peop/e,told them, 
that. GOD would now give them an 
undoubted Proof,that he had done nothing 
{bur by expreſs order from him,and that the} 
extraordinary death of theſe Rebels, would 
juſtific him in the Eyes of them all. 

Scarce had Moſes made. an end of 
ſpeaking to. the People, when the Earth 
[opened, and ſwallowed them and all that 
belonged to them. Thus deſcended they 
alive to Hell, and periſhed 1n a moment 
from amidſt the Congregation of. the 
Iſraelites, 'who ran away at the hideous Cry 
of them, and for fear of being oycriaken 
with che ſame Ruin, — 


that they ought to content themſelves with | 


ſeconded: by another, which | 


[O 


they had over them, faid, they had long | 


. ,|the LORD : 


: 


At the fame time a Fire came forth from! 
0 D, and conſumed the 4 50 Partiſans of| 
orahs Rebellion. Moſes, by command. 
romthe LORD, ordered their Cenſers to! | 
{be-taken up, and beat into Plates to cover | 
the Alrar, that they might be an Ecernal |. 
Monument of this ſeycre Vengeance, and; 
a' warning to all, not to attempt the like; . 
for the furure. | | . 
 Andyerforallthishe-yery next Morn- | 4 
(ing, they fell again to their old cuſtom of |? © 
Murmuring, charging Meſes, that he had !: 
killed the People of the LORD. GOD ati. 
[the ſamg time would have conſumed them f 


1na moment,bur for Moſes his Interceſſion;'! > * 


'who ſecing that Wrath was gone out from || 
ainſt the People, commanded ;: 
Aaron to take his Cenſer with Incenſe, and! 
.to make Attonement for themz where- |! 
upon the Plague was ſtayed; after that it; 
'had deſtroyed 14790 Men, befide them": ' 
[that died about the matterof HKorah. 14 
' Aﬀeer this the LORD, to ratific the: 
| Prieſthood to Aaron, commanded the Heads: - 
of evcry Tribe to provide themſelves Rods, || 
'and to write their Names upon them, and: 


30 lay themupin the Tabernacle, the LORD: 


' being reſolyed toevidenceto all, whom he. 
; had choſen to the Prieſthood, by cauſing his! 
[Red ro bloflom ; when the Rods were:: | 
| brought forth again, Aaron's Red alone was: 
found to have put forth Buds, Bloſſoms, and'* 
| Almonds,whichtherefore GOD commanded: 
ſhould be kept for a Token, and laid upin:. 
the Ark of the Covenant , to Preventc any Z 
ſuch Rebcllious pretences for the time to 
o COMC. "i 2 h 
| This great and dreadful Example has always © 
been a reftraint upon Wiſe men, from lightly 


_ "engaging themſelves to miniſter at 1he Altar, | 


and from raſbly handling the holy Cenſer, 

without a ſure and ſatisfaftory Call from God. 

The Puniſhment of theſe threeRebels,and their | 

Company , who were buried alive, yea, went . 

down ſo to Hell, as the Scripture ſaith,inſpires © 

' them with a humble backwardneſs to Holy . - 

o things.- They know God #4 ſo great, that he 

. | cannot be ſerved worthily, but by thoſe he makes {| 

| choice of himſelf to be his Miniſters,and whont ' 
be qualifies with Divine Vertues for ſo great | 
' and Sacred an employ ; and therefore in deep | 
humility they are ready to cry out with $.Paul, ©. 
Whois ſufficient for theſe things? +. | 
| $ 
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{up and down the Wilderneſs, and being 


 _ ! this light Bread. | 


j them, for theſe their Murmurings, he ſent 


\ 7 whodicd away ſoon after they were Sur 


{ ©: Meſes accordingly humbly preſents their 
' | Requeſt before. GOD, making earneſt 
_ * Interceſſion for them; who being appeaſed 


. 
XY 
————_ — OB 
. 


| |-__ The Brazen Serpent. 


N wnb. XXL! 


ts.and are healed 


with fiery Serpen 


which Moſes ereted,at the Command of GOD. 


by looking up to the Brazen Serpent, 


—- __—_— 


'F HE Rebellion of Korab, Dathan,and 
@& A4btram being thus quell'd, ſome| 
Am Mandi 2252. YCQTs after there hapned. ano- 


mie 644 Monar tNET, Which GOD moſt ſeverely | 


mee gear Aker. PUNIſhed; for the People having 


their coming out of ; 
Zyp., _ Now wandred for many years 


' tired with ſo many Marches and C ounter- 

| marches, they began again ſeditiouſly to| 
Murmur againſt Moſes , ex reſling - cheir|1 

diſcontent in bitter and ed $xp0- | 

; ſtulations and Complaints,nor only againſt 


for 1t, doth afford us very 1mportant 
[Leſſons and Inſtruftions. - For the Fathers 
have colidered this Murmuring here of the 
People, and the bitterneſs of their Spirit 
venting it ſelf in Paſſionate and ungraretul 
Wn 

Complaints and Expoſtulations, by reaſon 
of their long and wearifom Wandrings in 
the dry and ſolitary Wilderneſs , as a livel y 

Figure of thoſe dangerous Spiritual Temp- 
o/tacions which ſometimes happen to the 
; molt perfect, who are oft in danger, with- 
Outa VIgorons exciting of their Faith and 


; him, bur even GYD himſelf, ſaying | ( {Truſt in GOD, of being born down and 


| Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt, 
Je Droup p 2YP 
| zodie in this Wilderneſs ? IWe have no Bread, 


' and oft want Water , and our Souls hath! 


The LORD being provoked againſt 


;diſcouraged with the mult; pled pains and 
itficulties they mcer with in the ſtrait and 


\narrow Way to Life. If they conſent to 
[theſe ſecret Murmurings ariling in their 


| Hearts, they' cannot fail of being bir with} 


| fiery Serpents, I mean, Evil Spirits, who 


j 


: fiery Serpents amongſt them, which cauſed|20/warch only firit to diſcourage,and then to 


[a terrible deſtruction of the People , 


; 1 


: amongſt them being terrified at this ſud- 
' den and fatal Vengeance, changed their 
; Complaints and Threats, into Prayers and' 


| Lamentations;and coming toMoſes acknow-; 
| Iedged their heinous Siz,whercby they had} 
; provoked the! Anger of the LORD againſt, 


| and Guidance oycr them, and earneſtly| 


/ intreated him, to make interceſſion to the| 


' LORD for them, that they might be deli- 
| vered from this Plague of the fiery Ser-! 
| pents, foraſmuch as the torment of their 
| Biring was altogether intollerable. 


by the charitable Prayers of chat Holy Man, 


| e@mmands him to make a Serpent of Braſs, 


[ » 
; That all thoſe who were Bitren by the fiery | 


| Serpents ſhould be healed of their Wounds, 
' by looking upto i. _ 
| Thus it was chat this Mortality ceaſed 
| amongſt the People.W hich Hiftory, whether 
we reipect the Judgmear it ſelt , or the | 
[nemedy GOD in Iis Mercy appointed 


| 3nd lift it up upon a Pole, aſſuring in, 


» — A Runs cher OIIOIEY 
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; deſtroy them. : 
' What Remedy now is there for them in this 


; by them. The moſt ſeditious and forward! \ dangerous Caſe? No other but what is here 


[ſet down, They muſt fix their Eyes upon the 


4s 


| Brazen Serpent, which was a viſible Emblem 


iof JESUS CHRIST, a he bhimſetf| 


| affures us in his Goſpel. He did not diſdain| 


to aſſiſt our weak Undeſflandings, in repre- # 


' them, by Murmaring againſt his Conduct/30, poyſonous one; but a Serpent of Braſs, berauſe | 


| ſenting himſelf by a Serpent, yet not a common 


'in taking our Fleſh upon him, be did not Par- 
take of our Sin, which is, and therefore may 
| truly be called, The Poylon of the Serpent, 


tho he ſubmitted himſelf to Death, which was 


\the effect of Sin 32 220t his, but ours. 


——_—_——_, 


The People Murmuring againſt GOD, and againſt Motes, -=e puniſhed 


To this Divin&Wbje, JESUS CHRIST, 
lifted up upon the Croſs, it is that Belicyers 
jmuſl continually recal their Eyes, for to flifle 
thetr Complaints, for to refreſh and comjort 

o'them during their weariſon Steps in this vaſt 


and howling Wildernels , frequently encou- | 


raging themſelues,with theſe and: like words : 
| | T] I 0 

| Has che Captain! of our Salyation ,: who 
was the Holy One of God, ſuffered fo 
much without the leaſt Complaint, and 
ſhall we Sinners murmur? Has God fo 


1c juſt he ſhould ſpare the dry ? 


[dealt with the green Tree, and do we think 
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|Balaam he Falſe Prophet bleſerh the People of GOD apa hr With 
" notwithſtanding that King Bal = 


ak had ſent for him to Curſe 


m. His Aſs | 


reproves him for beating her, becauſe ſhe 3topt at the fight of an 
Angel, which Balaam perceived nor. [24 


— #—— 


Anno Mundi 2553. 


by che Art 


_— FTER fo many Afﬀi@ions and 
Difficulties which Moſes had been} 
+52, tried with, in his Leading of 
before Chrift 1451 the People; for a laſt proot of 
he was a little before his} 
| [death to be exerciſed with Trials, cauſed 
fires of a Falſe Prophet. 
The Iſraelites being encamp'd near' to 
the Borders of Moab, Balak their King 
rerrified at their approach., ſends for 
Balaam to Curle Iſrael. Balaam in the Night 
crime asks Counſel of GOD, whar he ſhould 
do; who (trictly forbad him co undertake 
any ſuch thing, foraſmuch as he. himſelf 
had bleſſed them ; whereupon Balaam 
diſmiſſes the Princes, Balak, had ſent to 
feech him, with this Anſwer. - Bur this 
Prince being reſolved not to be pur off ſo, 
 |Ifends other more honourable Perſons to 
" [Balaam, and with richer Preſents. 
|| The Covetouſneſs of this Falſe. Prophet 
being awakened at the ſight of theſe Pre- 
ſents, inſtead of firmly acquieſcing in the 
firſt Anſwer GOD had given him,demanded| 
again of GOD, whether he ſhoald go along 
| with them, as if: the Go/d -of theſe ſecond 
| Ambaſſadors could have the fame power 
upon GOD, as it had on his Covetous| 
|Heart. -So GOD: leaving him- to his] 
+ | deſires, bad him go along with them. And 
as he was on the Way,the Angel of the Lord 
met him and oppos'd him, yet Balaam} more miraculouſly delivered by onetrue Prieſt, | 
did not{ce-him ; but the Aſs on which he 
-| rode ſaw the Angel,and ſtopping fell down 
under him; and as Balaam ina rape ſmote 
the Aſs, GOD opening her Mouth, ſhe 
complain'd of his unjuſt Cruelty, . 
|| Ar the ſame crime alſo the LORD 
| opened Baalams Eyes, and he ſaw the Angel 
ſtanding in the Way, and as he threatned 
to kill him, Balaam humbled himfelt before 
the Angel of the Lord,-and told him, that 
if his Journey were dfſpleaſing to him,.he 
was ready to return back again. Bur the 
Angel gave him leave ro continue his Jour- 
ney, only charged him to: ſpeak nothing, 
but what -he received-from GO D. And 
accordingly he did; for no IO 


his Conſtancy , 


Ln 


20 


99 


1: 


co Bleſs them ; which extremely provoked 
that King. - _ OI VETS 

But Balaatz being afraid of loſing the | 
Rewards he expected fromBalak,made him | 
endeavour by his Counſel, to deſtroy and | 
fruſtrate the Bleflings he had. pronounced 
to that People: For caſting off his diſguiſe 
of. a true Propher, he like a wicked Wretch; 
ojadviſed Balak to tempr the 'Childrery of | 
Iſrael with the Moabiti/b Women, that being; | 


_ linveigled by chem, and worſhiping their 


'them into the hands of their Enemies © 
This Advice of his, had a moſt fatal j 
ſucceſs; for thoſe Idolatrous Women,by their : 
Allurements foon gained this. eafic People, 
to defile their Bodies and Souls with them. - | 
Thus one Falſe Prophet, who (pretended to | 


be a man of God, was like (by his Artifices 
and Covetouſneſs) to bave been the Cauſe of | 
 ithe ruine and deſtruflion of all Gods People, 
\if a true Miſter of the Lord had nor 
oppoſed it with an holy and highly rontmend- 
\able Zeal: For Phineas the Grandſon - of 
Aaron ſeeing a Jew committing lewdneſs with 


;a MoabitiſhWoman,thruft them both through | 


with his Sword, by which means the Plague | 
was flayed, which the Wrath of God had i 
'kindled amongſt them; whereof 24000 died.. | 
| The Jews then (as ſaith S. Ambroſe) were | 


| than they had before been corrupted by one Fallc | 
Prophet; and the Zeal and Piety of the one | 


, was of greater force, than the Avarice or Arti- | 


\fices of the other. 


We find here, . that the People of God are: 


happy, when they have Perſons among ft them, 


.. [who by a wiſe Zeal oppoſe the deſigns of thoſe| 


of that would corrupt them. There will be always | 


| |Balaams inthe Church, that 3s, Falſe Pro-!. + * 


| phets, who ſeek their own Interefts , and 102! 


thoſe of Jeſus Chrilt. Wherefore it is greatly | 
: to be wiſh'd for,that the Church may. not want ' 


ſuch as Phincasg who are ſenſible of the leaf j 
Evil that threatens it, and who aim at nothing, 


: but the Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
bis Peopls. I | 


to makehim Curſc Ifae?. G 0D made bit | 


| 
Idols, GOD might in his Wrath dcliver | 
| 


» wm neg hc Ae ac A 


all the Perſwaſions and Promuſcs of Bala = :- | 


— 


IH 'Tegard the Tabernacle of GO D was here 


Freſeotins Tr Toubicy of the Iſrac- 


"lres rom  Foype, to the | 


"and of © Promilc. 


mm 


mm 


IHE Land of Promiſe is c: Iled, by | 
ſeveral ancient Authors , Paleſtine; 
> | This is mentioned in by mo conjecture, IT the 
1334 Chapter of the  Narme of the Inhabitants, 
7 Sag = who were called Philiftines ; 
[a People deſcended from Cham, one of the 
{Sons of Noah. It may not improperly 
| be likewiſe called che Land of Promiſe, in 
|regard of the Promiſe which the LO RD 
made to Abrabam, Gen. 12.7. and-13. 15. 
It takes the Name of Canaan from one of 
{the Sons of Cham, who bore that Name, 
whoeſc Defcendents ( called Canaanites ) | 
inhabiting it, divided the Land into ſeveral, - 
| Provinces, each whereof was denominated 
{from one of the Sons of Cham, who were 
the firlt Poſſeſſors thereof. And laſtly, 
this Land was called the HOLY LAND, 


Numbers. 


wk 


cg it keeps on its courſe till it loſeth 
.[made what now it 1s from: the Ruins of| 


| Sodom, Gomorra, Adama, and Zeboim , all 
| [ſeated in a Territory, which i In the pime 


| Aſphaltick Sea or Lake. This kind of Pitch, 


ic ſelf inthe Dead Sea, which of old was|- ; 


of. Lot was a very fertil Soy], and called 
the Vale of Siddim, being thereby hkened 
to the Garden of G 0 D, or 7 erreftr tal Para- | 
dice, Gen.13.19. 

Into this Sea fall the Brooks of Zered| 
and Aron ,” and yet by report. of Foſephus 
itis falc and unfruicful. There are found 
floating in divers parts of this Sea, grear 
picces of a certain kind of Pitch called 
Aſphaltus, from whence it hath alſo taken 
the name of More Aſphalticum, or the 


or. liquid Sz/phar, ſerves to thicken or 


| bccauſc GO D had honoured it with his 
articular Preſence, infomuch that Moſes, 
_ 3. 5. was commanded to put off bis 
$ hoes when he approached. the Buſh, becauſe 
| the place whereon he trod was Holy ground. | 
\ Truc It 15, that this was not ſpoke by G 0 D 
inthe Land of Canaan, but in the Wilder- 
.ncſs of Sin by Mount Horeb; neverthcleſs 
{it may be well. applied to this Countrey, 1 


2 


plac'd and preſerved; the City of Feruſa+ | 


lem was here. ſituated , and our Saviour 
Chriſt was here Concived, Born, and had 
Iis Converſation. 
This Country borders on the Eaſt upon 
| Arabia the Sreny,, or Deſert; on the South 
upon the Defarc of Idumea, Sinand Kadeſb ; 
on the Weſt upon the great Sea, called the 
Mediterranean Sea ; and on .the North 
upon Mount Libanus. i 
It is in length from Libanus to .the | 
Deſert of Paran, about 150 Engliſh Miles ; 49 
ndin breadth between the Great Sea, and. . | 
L T- River Jordan, about 50, and ſometimes 
'60 Mules. 
' Ir is watered with ſeveral Streams = 
Rivulets, whereof ſome run into the Sea, 
others fall into the Jordan, a famous 
River, which takes its. name and ſource 


from two ſmall Lakes , For and Dar, near | 


' the Foreſt of Libenog. This. River of 
Fordan runs from thence . into the Lake, 59 
'Merom, and from thence into the Sex of 
Galilee or Cinereth ; from whence riſing 


| 
[ 


> 9+ 


| 


| picching of Veſſels, altho when mclted i It is] 


g bountains, Rivers, Foreſts , 


Ic eleſlial Canaan, the Seat of pertect Bliſs. 


incredible; for an Eflay therefore, let it! 


cn...  CNNENINN —_ a I 
[ { 
[ 


harden any tiung, 1t is uſed in Phyſical 
preparations, and by the Inhabitants for 


of a noyſom [tink. 
This Land of Canaan 1n other parts is| 


| very fertil, abounding in Corn, Wine, Oil,| 

| Sugar , Balm , Figs, Pomgranates, Spices, 
| Herbs , 
| (Exod, 2 -$. and elſewhere) a Land flowing 
' With Milk and Honey. 


&c. and therefore juſtly called 
It hath great 
Valleys, Plains, 

and was well 
 repleniſht with Towns, Villages, and flrong 
; Holds, ſurpaſſing in goodneſs and agree- 
able ſituation molt Countreys 1n the World, 
and therefore aſſigned by GOD for the 


diverſity of Monntains 


Þ, 


| habitation of his clect People, and promi-|* + 


fed to the Father of the Faithful, and his 
 Poſterity, as a Type and * Fiewe of - the 


The great number of the Towns and 
Villages that were in this Country is almoſt| 


ſuffice only co give a view of the Citzes 
Royal, which Joſhua by Lot divided to the 
Children of Irael, which are as follow- 


eth, 
Heſbbon , 
 \Madian, 
Tothe Tribe of R EUBEN, Sulah, © 
or 
The Rock. 
7 Wa 
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To the Tribe of G4 D, $1 Rabbah. 


To the Tribe of BENFA M IN 4s. 


Feruſalem theminto the Promiſed Land; And becfuſg . 
[29 Pharaoh the King obſtructed rheiri goingh 
out of the Kingdom, the LORD fend; Ne 


To the Tribe of E PHR4 IMA” "cue, 


i Gilpal, 
Endor, 
| 4 aanach, 


Welt of Fordan, Megiddo, 


Iſrael, 
| Tirza, 


To the Tribe of MA m_ Aſhtaroth, 


Damaſcus, 
Edrehi, 
Geſar, 


| Zobe, 
[7 beman, 
Madon. 


Bethel, 
Gibeon, 


Fericho. 


1To the Tribe of SIMEON, Debir, 


Gerar. 


To the Tribe of Z E BUL ON, Y ocknean, 


through the. Wilderneſs of Pave, Zim 

| [Kadeſb&c. their diſcovery thereof, andac| 
laſt their poſlcfling it, after GOP for thel 
ſpace of 40 years, for the hardnefs of their|: 
Hearts had cauſed chem to wander up and} 
down through the ſaid Deſerts or Wilder 
neſſes; as is at large taken Notice of i in} 
Holy IWrit. 

60D having thought ad? that thel E 
19\Poſterity of Abraham ſhould Sojourn forſ 


! Maachath, the ſpace of 430 years, ira ſtrange Coun+| 


try, as ſoon as the ſaid term of years| | 
was expired, took compaſſion on them tof| | 
deliver them from the miſerable Servitudef 
which they ſuffered under the Egyptians 4 
and hearing the Groans of his poor Pco| 
| ſent his Servants Moſes and Aaron, tof 
cad them -our of Egypt, and ro condy "i 


| amongſt them ſundry ſorts of grievous3 
Plagues , 1o that at laſt Pharach and his 


Yr 


him. Me: | Pcoplc were not only willing to lee themſ 


Laſſaron, 
T appuah. | 


In all the 12 Tribes theſe Royal Cities. 


Having thus ſpoken of the Names of |- (ſeparate, and they went over on dry| 
the Places, with the nature of the Country, | ground; but when the Egyptians purſued 
| We ſhall now ſpeak of the Journey 'of che |them, the Waters returned again; and; * 
> | Ifaelites > how .they- patlcd towards It 


r0n. go, but with great importuntty haftnedB 
To the Tribe of ISSACHAR, Aphek. their departure. 
| | Achſaph, The ny being Aſſembled at Rome 
[. : _ Sidon, es, they cat the Paſchal Lamb on th 
To the Tribe of ASHER, WE _ day of the Month Abib, Exod. 1 3 aki ; 
| | Laſaron. | | which with us 1s part of March, and part : 
Hazar, of April, = was by them; ;Religrouſhy % 
Kedeck, obſerved as the firit Month of their year: 
To the Tribe of NEPHT, HALI, Heel | the Morrow after being the 15th hes O Il 
Edret. the Month, Anno Mundi 2508 : accord uh 
Ws Eo .C Ekron, co our account they encamp firſt, at Sud), 
To the Tribe of DAN, Joo coth, from whence they come to Etham, a : 
: Lachir.  theendof the Deſert ; thirdly,they remove ; 
| Harad, to Pihahiroth, between Migdel and the Sea, } 
Arab; - 14d where the Fe yptians repenting they had leg || - 
Je Beſeck, | | them go, and tollowing RO with a great! | 
| Eglon, |. | Force overtook them.; but the LOR Di F 
| To the Tribe of ZUDAH, 4 tbo | | his Angel behind che Ca amp to guard it ; an 
7 3 | | Libna, | |having provided a Pillar of Cloud, and a ; 
| Mackedah| © Pillar of Light, the one for their Guide by © 
Medullam| | Day ,and the other by Night; ſo that the] ! 
"ve apnah. Pillar of. Cloud which was behind. the! * 
Gaza, Iſraelites became Darkneſs to.the Egyptians, 


that they could not ſee them. f4- 
5 The Iſraelites being thus beſet on each 

{ide with high Mountains, bchind with anj:! 
Enemy, and before with the Red Sea, cried! * 
\unto the LORD, who by the hands of © 
his - Servant Moſes cauſed "he Waters to| © 


covered them and their Chariots, lo that 
they 
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||them by caſting therein a ſort of Wood. 
From thence, Fitthly, they paſled to Elin,| 


wo 


| place was called Maſha, or Meribah, Exod. 


|them; but Moſes cogmrnanded Foſhuah to 
oppoſe them-with a ſele& Troop,whilft he| 
- | with Aaron and Hur went up to the next] 


[*1 


| | Moſes underwent, in deciding 


- |Eighthly, ar Dophkah ; thence, Ninthly, at 
| | Aaſb, thence, Tenthlyat Rephidim ; where 


and held up his Hands till ſuch time as 
| Amalek was quite defeated. 

| Afﬀterwards came Jethro the Prieſt of” 
'Midian , and Father-in-Law 'of Moſes to] - 
viſit him, bringing with him Zipporahthe| 


eſcaping- This was an) occaſion of great 


and Moſes and Miriam ſang Praiſe to G 0 D 
for this happy deliverance. 
But Fourthly,paſſing further, they come 


murmurecd againſt Moſes, who thereupon 
(as he was ordered 


and encamped there, where they found 


and came to the Coaſts of the Red Sea, 
called in Hebrew, Gam-Suph, or the Sea of 
Weeds, Purſuing on furcher , they came, 
Seventhly to the Deſert.of Siz,. and there 
encampcd on the 15th day of the ſecond 


and here they again murmured againſt 
Moſes for want of Fleſh, calling for the 
Fleſh-pots and Bread of Egypt, whereupon 
the LORD. having compaſſion on them, 
gave them daily from thenceforth the 
Bread of Heaven,which they called Man, 
-come to feed them with. | 

From thence paſſing on they encamp, 


having no Water they again murmured, 
and ſtirred up a new Rebellion -againſt 
Meſes , and againſt' GOD, wherefore that 


17. 7. Nevertheleſs: G 0 D commanded 
Moſes to ſtrike the Rock with his Rod, upon 
which there ſprung forth abundance of 
Vater. Here it was that Amalek ſet upon 


Mountain, where Moſes lifted up his hands 
to Heaven, imploring the Aſſiſtance of GOD, 
and ſolong were the Iſraclites the ſtronger ; 
but when Mcſes was tired and let down his 
Hands, Amalek preyailed ; therefore Aaron 
and Hur got a Stone. for Moſes to ſir on, 


Wife of Moſes, and his two Sons Gerſhom 
and Eliezer, who were joyfully received 


were all drown'd in the Sea, not one 


rejoycing and. triumph to the Iſraelites, | 


to the bitter Waters of Marah, where they| 


12 pleaſant Fozntains, and 70 Palm-T rees.| 
From thence; Sixthly, they paſs further,] . 


and: cauſed a great number of Czails to} 


y GOD) ſweetned| 


IO 


30 


> 


by him: And Fetbro ſeeing the pains that 
calcs md 


{underſtanding Mer, to fit over them as 


land gavethem his Law, firſt by word of 


Month after their departure out of Egypt ;|2® 


{written with his own hand, after he had 


[our of a holy Zeal, that he threw the two 


obtained - Mercy for them ; and GOD 
-iformer 7 ables.” 


40;cxactly inall parts according to the Pattern | 


Q 


1t the aforclaid 72565 /. 65. 3d. Silver is 


matters of Judicature amongſt the People,| 
counſelled him to chooſe out pious and 


Rulers over Thouſands, Rulers over Hun- 
dreds, Rulers over Fiftics, and Rulers over 
Tens, and what Cauſes were too great for 
them; ſhould þe brought before Moſes ; 
which Counſel Moſes well approved of,and 
followed, and Jethro departed into his 
ovnComen. 5: -/ 

. Afcer thedeparture of Fethro, Meſes and 
the Iſraelites depart from hence, and made 
their Eleventh Encampment in the Deſerr: 
of Sinai, ncar the Mountain of the ſame| 
Name, only one part thereof 1s named 
Horeb. Upon this Mount Sinaz , or Sin, 
GOD camedown and ſpaketo the People, 


Mouth, and next in Writing in two Tables 
of Stone, which. Meſes received of. him, 


paſſed 40 days- in the Mount with the | 
LORD, which he brought down to the 
Children of If-ael, Exod.3 2.16. and Dexr. 
9. 9, 10, 11. But Moſes upon his coming 
down, ſeeing the Idolatry of the People 
cowards the Golden Calf, he was ſo enraged 


Tables to the ground, and brake them 1n | 
pieces, and took the Golden Calf, and burnt | 
it in the Fire, ground it to Powder, and | © 
cauſed the Iſraelites to drink it in Water ; 
nevertheleſs he prayed! unto GOD, and 


cauſed Moſes to hew two other Tables, and 
wrote on them the words that were in the 


In this Mount Mofes receives a Com- 
mand from: GOD to make the 7 abernacle 


that had -been ſhewn him 1n the Mount; 
and for the berter carrying on of this | 
Work, he demanded of the People a Free- | 
will Offering, beſides a Tax of halt .a Shekel 
upon every Male of 20 .years:old and 
upwards. - In this Tax were numbred 
603550 Men, Exod. 39.26. and n the for- 
mer Verſe ſaith, it brought up 1n Silver 100 
Talents and 1775 Shekels of Silver, beſides 
100 Talents of Silver to calt S ochets ; which 
makes 200 Talents, . and 1775 Shekels , 
amounting in our Engliſh Coin at 2 5.54. | 
the Shekel unto the tum of 72565 /.. 6s. 
3d. Beſides titre was freely offered in 
Gold 29 Talents, and 730 Shekels, which is 
reckoned to be 127408 /7 10 5. To which,” 


added, | 
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added, it makes the ſum of 199773 4.165. 
3d. Engliſh Mgny. The Braſs cmployed 
abous the Tabernacle, and its appurtc- 
|nances, Was 70 Talents and 2400 Shekels, 
| [which at our Eng/iſb weight (at 16 Ounces 
ro the Pound) 18 6526 Pound , 14O0unces, 
which if reckoned at 8d. a Pound (the 
[uſual price of Braſs with us) comes to 
[a7 115. 3d. Beſides the Offerings of 


Hair, Rams Skins died Red, Badgers Shins, 
- | Shittim Wood, Oil, Spices, ſweet Incenſe, and 
precious Stones ; all, which muſt nceds 
amount toa very great price. - Nor is there 
in Scripture any mention made what the 
Workmanſhip of all theſe Materials coſt. 
The Tabernacle, being. finiſhed, the 


 . | reared up, Exod.4o. 2. the firlt Day of th 


firſt Month, in the ſecond year after thei 


and all its. Inſtruments was anointed an 
hallowed by Moſes ; and from thencefortl 


nacle by Day, and in the Night Fire was in 

it, ſo that it became a Light to all the Camp 
for the Glory of the LORD filled it. 

| Now follows another Ofering of all th 

' Princes and Elders of the Tribes, wh 

brought for a free Gift at the Conſecra 


drawn by 12 Oxen; andin Veſlcls of Gol, 
and” Silver the weight of 120 Shekels of 
Gold, and 2400 Shekels of Silver, 36 Bul- 
locks, Rams of a year old, and Kids of cach 


ſort 72, for Burnt-offerings, tor Sin-offerings, 


| and for Peace-offerings. = | 
d) werc n—_— 


The People (as atoreſal 
 from-20 years old and upwards, buc no 

the-Levites. Therefore GOD commanded 
| Moſes to number them from a Month old! 
| and upwards ; alſo the Priefts and de 


| bornamounting to 625850 Soxls, beſid 

' Infants , and all under 20 ycars of Age, 
rogether with Maiden Children, which 
doubtleſs were a great number. And this} 
obliges us to admire the wonderful Provi- 
dence of G 0D, that ſuſtained for ſo long} 
a time inſuch a Deſert and Barren place, 
| !ſogreat a multitude: of People. = 

| In the 20th day of the 2d Month of 
the 2d Year, the Cloud was taken up fronr 


| To.11, Moving at the head of the Iſrae/ites, 
towards: the Deſert of Paran, and the 
Camp followed in the ſame order as Moſes 


campment art 7 abbera, and the Fire of the 


the Fleſb, the Fiſh, the Onions, and other) 
|Food of Egypt; whexeupon- GOD fſent|! 
them ſuch numbers of Qzails, that they}. 
Blue Silk, Purple, Scarlet, fine Linnen, Goats|19 became ſurfeited therewith, and dicd with: 


| | the Cloud of GOD reſted upon the Taber, 


tion of the A/tar, 6 Chariots covered, and|39 of 40 Days they returned, bringing wi 


4.0 


| _ |off the Zabernacle of the Teſtimony, Numb. | 


| [had ranked them, making their 1 2th En-! - 
| | their Fourney, __ preſcnt Gene 


LORD burns among them, and con-| | 
ſumed them that were in the Rear of the] | 
becauſe the People murmured at}! 


np ; © : | Y 
the tediouſneſs of their Fourny, and began|! 
to expreſs a loathing of the Marne that]! 
was given them for Food, crying out for}: 


the Meat in their Mouths, and. therefore! : 
the place was called Kibrath-Tabavuah, that! : 


F4b Soto Cf Rd 
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11. 24. and this ſo kindled the LORD's : 
Anger againſt chem,that he ſent an excced-] 


being, their 13th. Encampment; and here} : 


LORD, and ſhe with the Leprofte, for whic 


Encampment; and from hence the LOR 
commanded Moſes to. ſend forth' « 2 Me 
near the Foreſt of Libanus, and at thee 
them a bunch of Grapes on a Colt-Sr 
| Fruits of the Country, fora demonſtratio 


ting 1tto bea Land flowing with Mz1k an 
Hony ; but at the ſame time frighting th 
People with an ill Report of the ſtreng 
of the Country, and its Walled Cities, and 


thac they again fell a nuurmuring,wiſhing 


0 | _P 
|them, and ſwarc1n his Wrath , that except 


oſbua and Caleb, nor. one of the preſent ; 


{Survivors of the deliverance from Egypt, 


ould enter into the Land of Promiſe, and'| | 


hart he would detain them in the Wilderneſs 
many Years, as the Spies had ſpent Days 


ration 
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is, the Sepulchres of Covetouſneſs,, Numb.|! = 


ing great Plague amongſt them. $ -| 
From hence they came to Hatſeroth,|' - 


Aaron and Miriam, for MUrMUFINg aggynſt y | 
departure out of Egypt, in which the Altar 29 Moſes were chaſtiſed,he by. words from the 4 


ſhe was ſhut out of the Camp ſeyen Daysz | - 
after which chey removed to Rithma 1n the; | 
| Wilderneſs of Paran,which was their 14th : 


as Spies-to ſearch the Land 'of. Cangan, © 
"| paſſing as far as Rehob,as you gato Hamath, | 


or Bar, between two Men,with ſame other} | 


of the goodnc(s and tercility thereof, relas * 


ſuggeſtion of the Gigantick ſtature of the! 
Inhabitants, which fo diſcouraged them, | 


they had died in Egypt, or that they were| | 
dead in the Wilderneſs, and were conſpi-| | 
ring to chooſe themſelves another Captain; 
to Icad them back into Egypt : Bur Foſbuaj + 
and Caleb, two of the 12 that were ſens| | 
to ſcarch the Land, ſtrove to appeaſe and| | 
encourage the People , for which che Mul-; | 
titude were ready to Stone them ; where-! | 

upon GOD was provoked to Anger againſt| * | 
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| | [had promiſed them ; bur Moſes would not 


- jcontrary; yet obſtinately they preſumed 


| gan cowards the South, leading them 


 jof 38 Tears; during which time their En- 


© {Heaven, Numb. 16: Hereupon the People 


{ing them wich the death ab God's People ; 
but the LORD laid a ſevere an exemplary| 


mo | 
land write thereon his Name, and pur themi 


1rabgtheir 24th Encampment was at Mithka, 


*  [roth, their 27that Benejaakan, their 287th at 
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tration were- dead who had ſeen all the 
ronderful Works he had wrought over 
he Egyptians; but that their Children 
ſhould enter into it, and poſſeſs it for an 
{Inheritance,together with Foſbxa and Caleb, 


for what they had done, and as in dcipair 
ffered togo up to the place the LORD 


conſent unto it, counſelling them to the 
ito 20 vv, though Moſes and the Ark went 


not with them, and they were diſcomfired 
|by the Amalekites and the Canaanites; who 


'purſucd and flew them-even unto Hormah. 
Thenthe LORD ordered them,to turn 
about the Mountain of Seir for the ſpace 


campments were as followeth, their 15th 


17that Riſa, their 18that Kehelatha, their 
19th at Mount Shapher, their 20th at Hara- 


- dah, their 21th at Makbeloth, their 22th ar\- 
2 £ achath,heir 23th at 7 harah, where Korah,|' 

|Dathan and Abiram, tor conſpiring againſt] 
| Moſes and Aaron , and ſtirring up a Rebel-| 
hon in the People were conſumed; the 


Earth opening and ſwallowing them up 
alive, and the Mer that were with them, 
and all their Families and Goods, with 250 
of their Abetters, thar offered talſe Incenſe 
were conſumed by Fire that came. down 


murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron, charg- 


puniſhment. upon them, infomuch that 
he ſcent a Plague among(t. them, that 
deſtroyed in one day no lefs than 14700 
[Perſons; at which time the LORD com- 


-[mmanded Meſes, to cauſe all the Princes of| | 


fat Abrona, their 3 Ith at Hetsjon-geber, ſeated 


i{Nzmb.14. wherefore the People were forryj - |their 32d Encampment at Kadeſb, where 
' [the People complaining to: Moſes for want 


19to produce it; but Moſes, partly through 


| land Aaron for their Vnbelief, told them, 


20,Contention between the LORD and the 
at Rimmon-Parez,their 16th at Libnahtheir 


idefired of thefſing of Edem paſſage through 


30;13-38,39.Whillt chey were at Mount Hor, 


49 with fiery Serpents; but GOD upon the 


/them a preſent Remedy againſt this ſore. 


cach Tribe to bring eyery one his Rod, and 


before the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 
and to write Aaron's Name on his Rod, and 
to pur 1t there alſo, and the Mans Rod 
whom the LORD ſhould chooſefor Chief 
Prieft ſhould bud; fo 'on the Morrow 
Aaron's Rod was budded, and brought forth 
Bloſſoms, and bore ripe Almonds,. Numb. 
Chapters 16, and 17. ” | 

When the Iſraelites departed from Tha- 


their 25th at Haſmona, their 6th at Maſe-. 


; Horgidgad,their 2g9that Zerbatha,their 3oth 


-{Bomoth, 1n the Field of Moab, even to the 
{ropof Piſgah ; from hence 1/rael ſent Mcſ- 


upon the Sea-ſhoar, where" Solomons Fleet 
of Ships went to Ophir to fetch Gold, 
1 King. 9g. 26. from. Hetsjon-geber the Cam 

returned to the Deſert of Zin, and made 


Miriam died and was buried, and where 
of Water, G 0 D bid him ſpeak to the-Rock 


weakneſs of Faith, and partly being 
diſturbed with the Murmurings of the Peo- 
ple, ſmote the Rock twice, and there came | 

torth Water abundantly tor them and their | 
Cattle; bur GOD being offended at him 


'chey ſhould nor bring the Congregation | 
\1nto the Promiſed Land. This was the Waters 
lof Meriba, ſo, named by reaſon of this 


(People, Numb.20.13% _ H 
 Artheir departure from this-place, the 


his Country, with promiſe to go peaccably 
(without doing any injury ; bur being 
denycd,chey madetheir 33th Encampment | 
near the Mountain of Her, where Aaron 
dicd in the 40th year from the Deliverance 
out of Egypr, being 123 years old , Numb. 


King Arad,a Canaanite, warred againſt them, 
but they overcame them, and deſtroyed 
their Cities, + oY 
From Mount Hor they turned round 
Idumea towards the Red Sea,and made their 
34th Allodgment at Salmona; their 35th at 
Punon,where they again murmured againit 
Moſes, complaining, that they were gjutred 
with Manna, for which they were chaſtiſed 


acknowledgment of their Offence gave 


Plague, which was the ſetting upon a Pole 
a Brazen Serpent, made by Moſes , and by 
looking upon which Serpent every Perſon 
chus plagued was healed of his Wounds: 
From Punon they paſſed to Oboth, where 
they took up their 36th Stage ; their 37th | 
upon the Coalts of Abarim, 1n the confines 


59ot Moab; their 38th at the Brook Zered; | 


their 39th at Dibon-gadztheir 4oth at. Almon- 
Diblathaim, near Beer, whecc Iſrael ſang for ! 
Joy, that they had found out Water, Numb. | 
21.17. Their 41th Encampment was in the 
Deſert of Mattanaztheir 4.2d at Nahaleland | 


ſengers| -* 


aac D ct 


ſti 4 a 


A brief Hal of the MA T. 


ſengers to Sibon King of the Amorites, defi- 


on the contrary he raiſed an Army , and 


his Country taken from him , and all his 


[mit Fornication with the Womcn of Moab, 
and Idolatry with Baal-Peor, which ſo kink 
lcd the Anger of GOD againſt them, that 
| 24000 Perſons died of the Plague. Atcer 
this GO D commanded Moſes to number 


upwards, were 601630 beſides the Levites, 
which were 23000, from a Month old 
and upwards, Numb.26. Butthe LORD 
' |commanded Moſes to revenge himſelf on 
the Midianites, ſohe ſelefted 1000 out of 


Kings of Midian and flew them,and all che 
Mates, and took their Women, and their Car- 
' tle, and all they had, and fired their Cittes. 
He ſent forth alſo and took Og King of 
Baſhan, and his Country, and all the Land 
about Fordar, on this ſide. 


| jeſbimoth ; their 44th at Abel-ſhittim, near 


| 'being 120 years old,ſaw the Promiſed Land, 
F \ and there dying was buried by the LOR D 


| Land of the Moabites, 'Foſh»a the Son of 
| Nun ſucceeding him in che Governmeny 
over the Iſraelites. 
| After Iſrael had Mourned 30 days for 
| Moſes,GOD commanded 7oſhua to pats over 
| Fordan, and to take poſleſſion of the Pro 


| Men to Fericho to ſpy the Land ; who upoi 


and all that had hapned-to them; and the 
the whole Camp diſlodged, and went tro 
Sittim to Fordan,and there ſpent the Night 
on the 3d day they reccived order to begiu 
| their Paſſage over, and as ſoon as the keer 
of the High Priefts, who carried the Ark, 
were juſt upon the Entrance into the River, 
the Water divided to makea Path for chem, 


Fug 


ring leave to paſs rough his Cozntry ; but|. 
fought againſt him but he was overcome, | | 


People put to the.Sword. | 
'In this Encampment the 1/- .celites com 


| thePeople,and theMalcs of 20 years old and| 


[every Tribe, and: he ſent them againſt the] 


"Their 43d Encampment was at Beth; 


Mount Piſgah, from the top whereof Moſes: 


| - M 


in a Valley over againſt Beth-Peor in the 


miſed Land, Therefore Foſhua ſent out two. 


andthe Prieſts reſted in the midft thereof, 


Gileal towards Feri I ow 
manded them to ch? 12 Stones in the 
muddle of Jordan , where the Prieſts Feee 


rial "A ever, 


you will tind in Hely Striptwe. 


People, dedicated to this uſe (Foſbua 20.) 
Kadeſh 1n Galilee upon the Mountain of 
Nephthali, and Sichem upon that of Epbra-. 
in, and Kiriath- Arbath, which is Hebron, inf 


Fordan to the Eatt of Fericho, Bekar 1n the: 
Deſerc 1 in the Plain of - Reuben, and Ramoth! 
In Gilead, of the Tribe of Gad, and Golais 


(in Baſban tor that of Manaſes. 


Theſe Towns were for a' Sanftuary d 


fafery againſt the Perſecution. of. the 
Avenger of Bl:od, till the death of the 


ſer ar liberty, and to have free permiſſion 
ro return to their own Habitations. : 
Theſe Zowns are in the Map marked with 


find them our. 


untill all the Pecple were paſt over.. And. © 
Sropes wcerd takefi up? trom ihtbortom off. 

the River, one for each Tribe, which by chef 
Command « of GOD vo ſer up for a} 


perperua:., lace =_ | 
they Enc if pal tb "opp puſh Fas ac}. 


28 6 RIAL Da ae? FEAST 77 a 
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ſtood, there alſo to remain for a. Memyorl 


The LORD having ni brought thej/ | 
Children of Iſrae/ out of Egypt by his Migh-i 
ty hand,through the Red Seaand lcd then 
40 years chrough ſeveral Deſerts and Wil-\ 
derneſſes, and now ct thenv-on'the other], 
{ſide of Fordan, and gave them the Lazd cf} 
Promiſe ; As to all the following g parciculars,} 
. [how che Country Was fubducd?,- the ! cwns} 
20 and Ces taken, the Jnbabitals {}ain, Cc. 


OA 
. 


1-4. hoy F7 


hed 
ww 
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The Diviſion which Joſbza made among 
the Trives, the Map repreſents, and accord-} 
Ing as GOD ordercd by Moſes, that as ſoon} 


as-the Land ſhould come into their polle(s3 | 


ſion, there ſhould be eſtabliſhed: Cirzes and: 


; 
1Towns of Refuge, Exod. 21.13. Numb. 35.9.) 
Deut.19.1,2. eſkua giving notice to the * 


; cheMountainous part of Fudeajand beyond ; 


choſe who had lain any one by Chance, h 
their return related all that chey had ſeen 40 or Misfortunc, and there to remain in 


"High Prieſt, atter which they were to be 


a Croſs on the To "P, to the end the Reader 
may the more cali] y ; 


- za 


| [ 'MOS E % wrote this Book during ble tas 
Plains of 


; {what the LORD had ſworn, had been con- 


Puniſhments the Rebellious Murmurers amongſt 
them, had drawn down upon their own heads) | 
thereby to diſpoſe them to an attentive Obe- 


WY =—_: {M5 A} 
BE” LOS : | | x + 7 
| The CONTENTS of the Fifth Book of MOSE S, | 


CALLED 


» 
mt 


FF THis Book 3s called DEUT ER O- 

| NOMY, which word in the Greek 
fignifies a SECOND LAW, or a Repe- 
tition of the Law; becauſe MOSES #® 


them to the People with extraordinary Zeal, 


: | making uſe of holy Exhortations, and ftrong| 
| land perſwaſrcve Motives to that purpoſe ; 
' | #nſemuch that this Book may well be called,| © 


{An Abridgment of the Law. 


i Zaft Months of the 4oth Tear from the Chil- 
| dren of Iſraels departure out of Egypt, in the 
oab, when he had brought them 
ito the Frontiers of Canaan, and after that 
' all the Rebellious amongſt them, acccrding to 


famed in the Wilderneſs. | 


| . This Faithful Servant of the LORD was| 


, willing to ſpend the ſmall Remainder of his 


_ | Life, in repreſenting to them all the Paſſages! 


this Rook makes a ſummary Repetition of the| 
' [Laws which GOD had given in the fore- 
| |g0ing Books, recommending and inculcating 


I'O 


1 that had hapned to them in the Deſcrt, thereby, 

. | more. fully to inflruft the People, who were| | 
' grown up there, concerning their Duty, ſome! ,,before all the People. 
part of whom were t0 ſettle themſelves on that.” | * He compoſed alſo , and taught the Children| 
fide Jordan ; but the far greater part were 10: ' of Iſracl, an excellent Propherical Hymn, or 
paſs over that River under the Condult of. 
"Joſhua, and take poſſeſſion of their promiſed 


| 


Inheritance, G 0 D having aſſured him, that he 
was to die there, without entring into the Land 


of Canaan. 


” "Inthe firſt place then, be repreſents to the 


"Ifraclites, the great and_ manifold benefits 
GOD had beſtowed upon theni during the 


ſpace of Forty years , together mith the juſt 


| 
| 
| 


| 


DEUTERON 
4 BY 


|drence, and careful obſervance of the Laws of 


lalſo the Ceremonial Laws, reſpeiing their 
Irequired of them, and the Judiciary or Ciyy 


 |lent Promiſes of 


| Sanfuary,' and to read 


+ 
—_ 
- 
| Ly — > rorangg 


G0 D. 
After this he reiterates and explains tothe, 
not only the Moral Law or Decaloguc, but 


Religion, and the outward Service God | 


Laws, together with ſeveral Military Ordi- 
Nances, and the duties of Magiſtrates and 
Judges ; inſerting here and- there ſome new 
Laws, and divers Admonitions and wehement 
Obreftations,with a very remarkable Prophecy 
concerning -the Chief of all Prophets, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | OG 

Backing and confirming all theſe with excel- 
great and wonderful Blet- 
ſings, in caſe of their Obedience; and wh 
terrible Menaces and grievous Curſes, if at 
any time they ſhould Apoſtatize and break the 
| Covenant. he had made with them, unti 
Chapter XX XI. | te 

And laſt of all he appoints Joſhua to ſucceed] 
him, and ſolemnly delivers the Book of the 
Law into the hands of the Prieſts and Levites, 
with order to lay it up, and keep it in the 
it at certain times 


[ 


| 


Song, wherein he foretels what ſhould happen 


4 
I 


n 


| the Calling of the Gentiles. 


taken a'view of the Holy Land from the top 
| 


7 Joſhua ſucceeds in his room , who by Gods| 


to them till the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
He Bleſſeth the Twelve Tribes,and having 


of Mount Nebo, he dies there, and is buried 
there by the LO R De | 
The Children of Ifracl mourn for him, and 


ſpecial Appointment had been before deflinated 
and conſecrated to that high C harge and Em- 
ployment. "© EO 08 
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Rt CERIR 


2067 "Eh 'D eath of Moſes, 


to ig pee 


—Frer that Baloam had made Iſrae/ to 
Sin, GOD commanded Moſes to 


i Tribe to be choſen for that Service, and 


| | -downa Bleſſing upon the whole Army. 


' The fame Year 2553» 


. of the 40h year, after 
| their coming out of 
Egypt. 


Death. And accordingly he 


ordered a Thouſand of every 


Phineas to march at the Head of them, 
[Nc queſtioning bur that the Zeal he had 
\already witneſſed for GOD, would draw 


avenge the Children of Iſrae/ 
| cowards the latter ens Of the Midianites before his 


expectation , for theſe 12000 Men did 
| 
entirely defeat the Midianites and their | 


| Princes, kill'd Balaam, who had been the 


[ther ; who had been the chicf Cauſe of 


| commanded them , the N | 
| Children, and all the Women, faving none 

alive but ſuch as were Virgins , of whom 
| there were found to the Numper rof Thurry| 30 
'two Thouſand. 


Neither was. he deceived in this his 


Author of that dereſtable Counſel, burnt 
all cheir Cities, - took their Women and little 
| Ones Captives, and the ſpoil of all their 
Cattel and Goods. 


IO 


(60D ues rg a Pr ofpeit of ” the Land of Canaan, "From the the Twp of 
"Mou Nebo, where he dies, and i" Buried; tho" the Place where, be © - 


not known to this Da 


Iſrael, he went up.tro Mount Nebo , where| 
_ Ithe LORD gave hima View of the Land 


of Canaan; and told him, that he was to 
content himſelf with the Proſpect he had 


wonderfully, Buried there ; ſo that his! | 


|Sepulchre was never known to this day.! 
All the People» mourned for fo great and! | y 


other than their common Farther ; 1c: 
days, and ſubmirred themſelves and were : 


the Spirit of Wiſdom; but yer there never | 


After this Vifory thus obtained , Moſes un under che condudt of a Divine Wiſdom. 


they - had ſpared the Women, he was very 
'angry with the Officers, for nor killing 


their deflration, and whom Balaam had 
| made uſe of to ruine them. And therefore 


to kill all the Male 


Meſes afterwards gave to bh Tribes of 
Reuben and: Gad, with the half Tribe of 


Manaſſeh , a Poſſeſſion on that fide of For- 
dan. And becauſe he was not to paſs over; 


that River, GOD commanded him to ſend) . 
for Foſhua, and to give him the Charge of 
that. Great People; which he did accord-| 


ingly, and with many words exhorted him, 


to be ſtrong and of good Courage, in/49| 


Leading the People into the Land, which 
the LO RD had promiſed to chem for anj 
Inheritance for ever. Healſo, by many| 
reiterated Diſcourſes, declared to the Peo-| 


ple the ſum and ſubſtance of what GOD 


| went out to meet the Army, and ſceing thati- -; 


had ordered him to command them, In 


together with the Tables of the Law. 


his Name, for the ſpace of 40 7ears ,which p 
he afterwards wrote down in a Book, which | 
|was. put into the Ark of the Covenant , 


0 


Finally , Having bleft the Children of 


(a 
> 


[would hereby put us in mind, That thoſe who 


all that was his due, without omitting any 


and labcur,and it ended in a Death which-was : 


of that Great Prophet to the higheſt degree. 
Tet let us not think (faith S. Auſtin that | 


--|God would puniſh this his Faithful S ervant || 
- |in his Anger, or that it was any great Evil; . 
| [for Moles: 10 die at the Age of 120 years, ' 11 


without entririg into a Land , where ſo many | | 
wicked Men entred after his Death. He whom F 


Heaven, could he think himſelf unhappy for 
not entring into that Land , which was only an 
outward Image of it * 

| But the Scripture ( faith that Father ) 


are ſlaviſbly bound up to the Law of Moſes, 


all never enter into Heaven, and that we 


His Faithfulneſs in his Miniſtry has been | 
 jadmired by all Saints. He rendred to God ! 


God thoaght worthy to ſee his Face one day in | 


RT... cn 
Src tines 


aroſe m Iſ-ael To great a Propber as Moſes, : 
in whom a moſt incomparable Meekneſs 
fand Sweetneſs of Temper was joyn'd with a | 

ranſcendent. Zeal, and both of them ' 


q - 


Pa 


+ 


F 


part of his duty to the Pcople, and diſcharged : | 
|bis Fundtion with reſpe to the People, without : 
failing in that which he owed tc God. His Life | * 


1was made up of danger, and continual roll ,| 
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the Sufferings and A ws iftions of this Worla. | 
_—_ | F H 


given him, for he was not to enter into its | | 
|- Thus this oreat Saint died on "that | 
© Svare® being 120 years of Age,and was | : 


good a Prince, who indeed had been no | : 


obedient to Joſhza,whom G 0 D filled with'! : 


3 


«? 


a kind of C haſtiſement, and by which it ſeeme di} f | 
as if God had a mind to parifie the Vertue ' 


2} oh 
Y 

T. = 
2 


TR teat, 


muſt paſs over from the Law to Grace, if 

we ever hope to enter into the true Land ofi: 
Promiſe, into which the true Joſhua , that is,\? - 
JESU S GHRIST, opens a Paſſage for(! 
us, through the River Jordan, that is, jon 
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N this Bock of JOSHUA are related 
BK the wonderful Works, which the LORD 
wrote in confirmation of the Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs of his Promiſes , after the Death of 
Moſes, in what manner he under the Conduit 
of Joſhua brought the People of Iſrael into 
the Land of Canaan, cauſing them to paſs| 
over the River of Jordan dry-ſhod, and deli- 
wering into their hands all the Kings of the 


; 


: 


Towns , and Cities, which Joſhua divide 
amongſt the Nine Tribes and an balf. = 
Here alſo we. meet with a relation of 
Achans Sin, in ſaving for himſelf ſome of the 
| Spoil of the City of Jericho, contrary t9 the 
expreſs Command of GO D; for which Sin of 
bis, the Children of Iſracl were beaten byt heir! 
| Enemies, and he himſelf ( with all that, 
belonged unto him) were burnt with Fire. 


ſet apart the Seven Cities of Refuge, as well 

a5 thoſe allotted for the Levites ; And likewiſe 

' | heres recited the Death of Joſhua, who died 

, | at the Age of 110 years after he had denoun- 
; ced the Curſe of GOD againſt the Iſraclites, 
| #72 caſe they ſhould turn their Backs, or be Diſo- 
' bedient to his Law. 

- | © This Joſhua was as we 
| by bis Place and Calling, very expreſs Figure 
| of our Lord andSaviour JESUS CHRIST, ' 

' who-#ntroduceth his own (which Moſes could | 

not do, the Law bringing nothing to perfeftion} 

| zo the place of their true Reſt, that is, the 

Heavenly Canaan, Hebrews chap. 4. ver-8. 
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II by his Namie, as. 
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Canaanites , together with the = eres bf 


Here alſo an Account 3s given, how Joſhua; 20! Chapters ſer 


{ 
(| 
[4 


| 
B 


| 
. 
£ 


30 return to their Station and Inheritance allotted 
' to them beyond Jordan, as likewiſe the pious 


# This Hiſtory "EPL FY paſt during the 
ſpace of about Seventeen years , and bears the 
Name of Joſhua, -becauſe it chiefly treats of 
the illuſtrious ACts atchieved by him. © 

It 3s not certain who was the Periman of it, 
tome think it was writ by ſome Propher, who 
lived ſome time after; Others, that Eleazari 
the High Prieſt was the Compiler of it ;. and\ + 
others again (and that with more probability); 
concluge it to be the Work of Joſhua himſelf, 
except that part which concludes the Book , 


- | concerning his own Death, and that of Eleazar| 
- {the High Prieſt; GOD having made uſe of 


'him as an Inſtrumeht to execute the great 


|things herein related and having alſo inſpired 
'and guided him-by his. Spirit in the recording 
| of them, for the edifying of the Church. 

; The whole Book of Joſhua may be fitly| 
| divided into three parts ; For the Twelve firſt 
forth before our Eyes the preat | 
| and miraculous Victories obtained by Folhua 
under the influence of Divine Bleſſing; And' 
i from the 1 hirteenth Chapter znto the Two and 


i twentieth , the divijicen and allotment of the 
'Land amongſt the Tribes of Iſracl 3s wery 


particularly ſet down. And laſt of all here is 
recited the ſolemn leave and permiſſion given 
by Joſhua znto the two Tribes and an half, to| 


and earneft Exhortation of Joſhua to all the | 
People ; together with the Hiſtory of his 
Death, atd alſo of Eleazar the High Prieſt. 
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| leaving an Eternal Monument of their 


 -| ingly he commanded 12 Choſen Mer out 


| thoſe 1 2 Stones they ſhould erect an Altar, 
to ſerye tor a Memorial to all Poſterity, of| 


Anno Mundi 2553. 


' Egypt. 


' ordinary courſe to the Dead Sea; - but 


.| a Mountain.. Thus the People paſſed the 
| River 'dry-ſhod, the Prieſts continuing 1n 


PG — 


The Pallage over Jozdan. _ | 


— 


|foſhua makes the People paſs over Jordan ; the Waters whereof are dried 
| up as ſoon as the Pricſts,that carried the Ark, entred into it ; the Waters + 


which came down from above, flanding lifted up like a Mountain. = 


| OSES being dead, the People pro- 

miſed to obey Foſbua 1n all things, 
whom G0 D magnified 1n the 
the firſt Menth of 


the 41 year after 
their coming out of 


miraculous. Paſſage over the 


ricd- on in this manner: - 


Foſhua - having aſlembled the People ,j 


commanded them to put themſelves ina 


ſight of them all, by cheir| 


River Fordan ; which was car-|- 


readineſs to paſs the River after 3 Days]. 
and in the 4thDay the Officers went chrou ghy 


-the Hoſt , charging the People to have an! 
Eyc to the Ark, and as ſoon asthey ſhould; 
ſce the Prieſts (who carried 1t) enter 1nto! 
the River, they ſhould make haſte after it, 
yet fo as tokeepa diſtance of 2000 Cubits 
trom 1t. 90g | 


After this Foſhua commanded the Priefd | 


that bare the Ark, to enter into the River 
and to make a halt ar the brink of ic 


Jordan had no ſooner. perceived the pre-| 
ſence of the Ark, bur the Waters whicht 


were bclow the Prieſts Feet, took their 


thoſe who were above them ran back 
zowards their riſe, and ſtood on heaps like 


the River with the Ark, tall. all the People 
wee paledover. {oo 
Fojbua,who had learnt of Meſes, of how 


great 1mportance 1t 15, to teſtific our grate- 


chat this miraculous Aſſiſtance (G 0D ad 
afforded them)ſhould be paſt over without 


Gratitude to. the Divine Majeſty. Accord- 


the 12 Tribes, to take each of them a 
Stone, out of the midſt of the River, and 
the very place where the Prieſts ſtood 
whulſt the People paſt over; and that with 


that miraculous Paſſage. 
Beſides this, Foſbua ordered alſo Twelve 


ASE 


tul acknowledgments to. G 0D; for the] 


Favours we' receive from him, would nog 


Stones to be ſet up in the midſt of the} 


2 


40 


| of the Priefts, (which bare the Ark of the 


[had fer their Feet upon dry Land, but the 
Io | 


|dious Miracle ) ma 


a 


+ 


i who is the only 0bjea, that deſerves, as well as 


River Jordan, in the place where the Feet 
Covenant ) ſtood , which continued there 
ever after. When theſe Orders were thus' 
commanded the Prieſts that carried the 


Ark, to paſs over alſo; who no ſooner 


Waters of Fordan , which had bcen thus 


long arreſted by the Omnipotent hand of 


And thus G 0 D (by this great and ſtupen-; 


exccuted, and that all che People, and what| 
belonged to them, were come over, Joſhua 


[ 


GOD, fell down with Violence, and took} 


their accuitomed courle to the Dead Sea; - 


on! fied Foſbua in che: 


Eyecs of all the People. 
This Miracle js a Figure of 


what GOD 


People, enter into the Land of Promiſe 
that 3s, into the Church * For this Paſſage 
of th# River Jordan, is a Figure of Bap- 


1tiſm , by the wirtue and efficacy of which, _ 
the ſame Miracle is ro this day ftill effefled| 
in Man, which was then done in that River ; | 


For he who is Baptized, and who ſeconds his 
Channel they were wont to run in. 


but on the contrary, the Change of his Heart, 
and-of the Objeft of his Love, makes his 


courſe, from what they formerly did. 
He finds by a Miraculous 


do violence to himſelf, by making the Waters 
of his Love and AfﬀeRtions , contrary to their 
Natural inclination and tendency, to bound 
back and return to their Source and Original, 
that is, to GOD, whofe due they are, and 


Can ſatisfie, the Love and Aﬀefiions of the 
Immortal and highly Dignified Soul of 
Man. ll 32d 


| —_—— 


ee rl nl ren 


Baptiſm by a true Converſion, doth not permit} 
his Waters, that is, the Afﬀeftjons of his\ 
Heart, to run. in the ordinary Courſe and\ 
He will} 
not ſujfer them any more to-run into , and loſe" 
themſelves in the Dead Sea, that 35, 'in thel. - 
bitterneſs aud corruption of this World ;} 


offett of the| 
Grace of GOD in him, that he us enabled to || 


does" throughout all Ages, when he makes his 


: CE OT EEE TIT”, OF ln 
Shodan IEC bed JAP net IAC EN > Ab 4 


% 


. | BK (aftcrthe paſling of the River 7or- 


| of the Inhabitams, were hike to run great 
{the beſt report, had not done her utmoſt 


- |did nor like thoſe which Moſes had ſent 
149 years before, diſcourage the People by} 


- [wherewith they were ſeized at the approach 


iſounded. louder and fhriller than ordi- 
* Ibo ſhould fall flat ro the. ground ; which 


iwas inthe Czry; bur that it ſhould be looke 
. þn ſtrict charge to the People, leit any of 


... (cauſe of muſchicf ro the whole Congre- 
| Igation. 


76 _” | Tis 1. . _ Foſhua VL 


The Taking of Jericho: 


; FO, 909" BENT "FE BO 
OE ou Om rr————_— 


|The Walls of Jericho fall down at the Sound 
3 "the Ark of the LORD. 


Trumpets, that went before 


—_— —— 


; HE firſt C ity that was to be maſter'd 


The ve fue 2555: GE > WAS Fericho, whither 
beiare 7. Chriſt 1451», 
to make Report of the condition and fitu- 


ation of it; who being diſcovercd by ſome 


danger of their Lives, 1f the Charity of a 
Weman, called Rahab.,, who had none of| 
for the ſaving of them. 
Theſe Spies being return'd to Joſhua, 


Toſbua had already fent Spies| - 


their Report; but on the contrary greatly 
encouraged their Brethren, by telling them, 
that the Ciry of, Jericho was in ſo great a 
conſternation, that it might be Jook'd 


upon -as already theirs. The Fright 


lof rhe Iſraelites, and the Report they had' 
heard of ſo many Miracles, which GOD 
had wrought in favour of them, made 
them very careful to ſecure themſelves by 
all poſſible Precautions, and ſuppoſing 
none more conducive to that end, than 
the ſtrength of their Walls, they endea- 
Yourcd-to make them impregnable. 

But GOD ſhewed :Zoſhuaa way,whereby 


{without any Machins or Violence uſed) hej39; 


ſhould Jay their Walls level with the 

round. He commanded him to make all 
a People to compaſs the City for ſeyen 
Days together , the Prieſts going before 
'them, and blowing their Trumpets; that 


Ks 


on the ſeventh Day, when the Priefls; 


[nary , all the People ſhould anſwer them 
with a great Shut, promiſing him chat 
immediately thereupon the Walls of Feri- 


came to paſs accordingly. _ 

GOD charged Fohua alſo, that they 
ſhould not meddle with any thing that 
upon as accurſed ; which Foſbza gavealſo 


jchem, by cher Coverouſnels, might be the 


He took care alſo to put the People 1n 


- 


20 


[chat marcer.to the Spies, whoſe Lives ſhe 
{Kindneſs ſhe had before ſhewed'ro them. 
{Inhabitants, who truſted in the height and 


I uncxpreſlible aſtoniſhment laid Jevel-with 


'the Fathers oft infiſt upon; They tell us, 


mind of ſaving Rabab, and recommended 


had faved, tro fecure her and all thac| 
belonged to her, and to bring her to the 
Camp, where ſhe might meet with the ſame 


This was the end of Fericho., and her 
ſtrength of th&r Walls; ſaw them to their 


che ground, at the Sound of Rams Horns, | 


and the Shouts of the Iſraelites. 
This Miracle was the Figure of a Myſtery 


"Thar the Sound of theſe 7rumpers very 
lively ſets forth to us, the Sound of the 
Preachers of the Goſpel, which at the ſame 
time cauſca Joy in the Hearts of all true 
Iſraelites; bur ſtrike with terror and amaze- 
ment all ſuch as oppoſe them. 

Nothing (faith S. Ambroſe) contributes more 


ithe Word of 
jthe Trumpets of Jubilee, . that is, of the| 


to the making -of the People of God vifle- 
710u5 over their. Enemies, than when care is 


taken to animate them by the Preaching of 
God , and by. the Sound of 


Grace/of God in pardoning their Sins. This 
holy Joy , ſhed abroad in their Souls and. 


| 


{ 


| 


j 


| 


| 


jall their ftrength, as the holy m—_ | 


tbe Prieſts were ſilent ; but when once they 


olthe Powers of Darkneſs, when the Prieſts of 


Hearts, by the Preaching of the Word, is 
witneſs. | | 
Jericho contirued impregnable, as. long as | 


began to blow their Trumpets , and that the 
People anſwer d them by their Shouts of Joy, 
immediately her proud Walls and lofty Tow- 
ers were level d with the ground. 

In like manner' (faith S. Ambroſe ) will 
Chriſtians , be vitorious over Devils, and all 


the New Law of Grace, ſound forth to them 
the holy Truths and Myiteries of the Gol- 
pel, which fill their Hearts with Joy , which | 
reach them to ſigh and long for Heaven, and 
to trample the World under their Feet, look-- 
ing upon it as another Fericho, that is, as a 
City devoted and accurſed of God , which| 
therefore they cannot look upon any other way | © 
than with horrour ; ſo far are they from being 


in love with it. 
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The Deſt 


ua after the Deſtrution of Jer 


F,” 


icho, /cn 


0 take /Hai, . who are 


= 


ſo .& hs 2 9 * " ry Ya | T- | 
beaten back with loſs , becauſe of Achan's Sin ; but after Punithment 
ET  inflitted upon him, he takes the City and ſets it on Fire. F 


FY 


Oon after the Taking of Jericho, fol- 
lowed the deſtruttion of Hai: And 
foraſmuch as this Ciry was 


ſame Y . F 
The fump (0. 42% not near fo conſiderable as 


| [whole Army to take' ſo .inconfiderable a 
place, two or three Thouſand Mer being 
a ſufficient quantity for that ſervice. _ 

7oſbua ſatisfied with their Reaſons, gave 
order accordingly ; but he was ſtrangly 


[him of their defeat. | 

Fofhaua being wonderfully afflicted with 
chis Diſaſter,rent his C/oaths,and: proſtrated 
himſelf beforethe Lord,and not being able 
 |to bear this diſgrace his People had ſuitain- 
ed, which reflected upon GOD himſelf, he 
(in the birterneſs of his Soul) made his 
complaints thercof to GOD in Prayer, 
|who anſwered him, That the Sin of 1ſrae/ 
had been the cauſe of this their ſhameful 
Defeat, and that the Accurſed. thing. which 
 |was in the midſt of chem, had made him 


that therefore he ſhould take care to fancti- 
fie the People, and to remove the Accurſed 
thing from among{t them, that he might 
afford them his ProtefAion, as formerly. 
Whercupon Joſhua aſſembled the People, 
and having acquainted chem. with the 
occaſion of their Defeat, he ordered Lots 
| |ro becaſt, andthe Lot fell on the Tribe of 


chat Zribe, it fell upon the Family of Zerah, 
and at lalt upon Achan, whom Foſhua 
exhorted. to confefs the Fact, and give 
glory to GOD. 


Achan ſeeing his Crime ſo: miraculouſly 
diſcoyered, thought it was to no purpoſe 


been tempted to take a goodly .Babyloniſh 
Garment, with two hundred Shekels of 
Silver, and a Wedge 
hid in his Tent under| ground : So Foſhua 
ſcent ſome to ferch the things he had men- 
tioned from thence, which was done 
| accordingly ; and atthe ſame time ordered 
Achan, with his Wife and Children, and all 


Jericho, ſome of the Officers repreſented to 
Toſbua, that it was needleſs to cmploy the} 


_ [withdraw his favourable. Aſſiſtance, and| 
_ [thereby expos'd them ro their Enemies ;| 


Tudah, and amonel(t all che Families off 


ſurpriz'd, when expeCting toſee his Troops | 
return victorious, he had theNews brought]. 


20 


30 


40 


any longer to conceal any thing ;  he| 
confeſt (at the taking of Fericho ) he had| 


up Gold, which he had] - 


| L Put Our le lyes out of danger, of deſtroying our { 


go 


"]Bodies, and all that belong'd to them,after- 
{Vengeance, he.commanded Foſhua' to go 


| [forth with the reſt of his Army, and by a 
0 


Icefs, for the Inhabitants tranſported with 


land Luſts of the World : But tho Men can 


tagion of other Mens Crimes and: Vices. 


that he had, co be brought to the Valley . 
of Acbor, where they were Stened, and their 


wards burnt with Fire. _ | : g : _ 
GOD's Wrath being appeaſed by this | | 

up and rake Hai, and adviſed him to lay 

an Ambuſh behind the City, and then to go 


teigned H-ight,to draw the Tahabitants out | 
of the City, that they might be encloſed | * 
berwcen the 4mbuſh and theBody of his Army, | 

This Stratagem had an anſwerable Suc- 


oy to ſee the Iſraelites flee before them, | * 
lett che Crty to purfue them ; but ſoon after | : 
looking back and ſeeing their City on Fire, | | 
and themſclves encloſed berwegn thar| 
Enemies, their Hearts failed them, and the | * 
Iſraelites returning upon them, deſtroyed | ' 
them, nor leaving one alive. 1 l 
Thus clic lofs and difgrace of Gods People, 
was repaircd by the Dcath of Achan, whoſe 
Covetouſnets had prov'd fo fatal to many. | ' 
S.Chryſoſtom upon this occaſion laments R 
the unhappineſs of the Church, which! © 
oftentimes by the Covetouſneſs of one Man, * 
who has violated the Law of GOD, is! : 
expoſed to the efteRs of Gods Wrath ; and "= 
he looks upon them as obdurate and 
inſenſible, who (tho they ſee wicked Mer 
abound every where) yet are without any | - 
tear or the leaſt apprehenſion of Danger | 
trom them. Wherefore he moſt carneltly | / 
exhorts all Chriſtians, to be carctul to ſepa-| : 
rate themſelves from from Sinners. _ 
Tis -now ( faith that Father ') a hard 
matter to keep our ſelves clear of the Curſe 
of Jericho. ; Indeed, happy are we, if we 
retain nothing in our ſelves of the Corruption 


"bo 5 24, T#i7 - OG 3s Hp. g 
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ſee nothing in or about us of the Accurſed| 
Spoils of Jericho, no more than the 1ſraclites! * 
could ſee in Achan, yet it is to be feared, | 
that G 0 D, and his holy Angels, may diſcover | | - 
that in us, which Men cannot. - And moreover, | 
we muſt take preat care , that after we have : 


ſelver by our own Sins ,. we do not expoſe our 
ſelves to the hazard of periſhing by the con- 
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7 aen aces of is £20 200d Hat, leagued thum- 
ſame year 2553» 


| lution to oppoſe the Iſraelites with their 


- *} tormidable. 
Bur the Gibeonites better advis'd than 
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Fahua. 
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Joſhua put ſuing his Encmics, makes the Sun fland fill till their total Defeat, 


z 


| A Ll cheKings of Canaan,underſtanding 


"Y how the Fews had dealt with 7er:- 
ſclves together with a re{o- 


joynt Forces, who-were now become very 


_- 


% 
,” 


| theſe their Leagaes and Confederacies, by 


; reaſon of the miraculous Succeſſes 


{ ways 
attending that People; and therefore not 


F Inhabitants 1n old habiliments, they ſent 
: him, precended themſelves to be Ambaſa- 


! League with them. 
\! © Foſhuaar firſt, ſeeming to ſuſpect ſome 


- . | butthey continuing in their former Story, 


| _— cheir ſtrength, they made uſe of 


| cheir Wits; and accoutring ſome of their 
; them to Foſhaah, who appcaring before 


' dors come from a far Country, to make a 


; deceit, enquir'd from whence they came; 


| 


E104 


- | for proof whercot they ſhewed their old| 
''| Shoes, mouldy Bread, and worn Garments, 

{ he wasat laſt perſwaded to make peace with 
Thus without asking Counſel of 
che LORD, he made a League with them, 


| | chem. 


: and confirmed it by Oath. 


Three days after this Impoſture was dif-| 
covered, and the. Iſraelites finding that] 3 
began to 


| 
j 
i 
i 


: they were their Neighbours, 


| 


- { murmur againſt the Prixces, who had 


' concluded rhe League, and would need 


' have exterminared them T_T 


| had not Joſhaa and the Princes repreſented 
\ xo them the Sacrednefs of the Oath they 


| had ſworn to them. So Foſbua only con+ 


. demaned them to perpetual Servitude, 
| making them Hewers of W ood, and Drawers 


and the whole C ongregation, 
- But the Gibeonztes 


i 


had no ſooner by| 


craft thus ſaved themſelyes from the hands 
of the Iſraelites, but they were ready to be 


+ rhade a Viftim to their Neighbours Re-} | 
' -{venge, if Foſhza himſelf had not timely 
| For Adonizedek!| 


' come to their aſſiſtance. 
| \King of Jeruſalem, hearing that the Gibeo- 
 {ites-had made peace with Iſrael; began 
to conſider them as Enemies, -and the 
{rather, becauſe Gibeor was a great City, and 
che Inhabitants Men of Valour ; wherefore 
he ſent unto four of his Neighbour X7ngs, 
defiring them to joyn their Forces with 
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|ſhamefally ro flee before their Enemies. We| 


lam, in order to deftroy the Gibeonites,who 
had no other Refuge in this their extre. 
mity, except that of Joſbxa's Kindneſs 
che Courage of the Iſraelites 
Neither were they deceived in. their 
{Hopes, for 7oſhua being informed of their 
deſign, marched to their afliſtance, and 
defeated the five Kings; and becauſe the 
declining of the Day was like ro have hin- 
dred them from a further purſuit, Zoſhzal 
commanded the Sr to ftand ſtill till he 
had avenged himſelf of his Eremies; the 
Swn immediately obeyed by a Miracle 
unparallel'd before or after, and haſted not 
togo down nll they had utterly defeated 
all their Enemzes, for the LORD hearkned 
co the. Voice of his Servant. 
' Men are apt to admire theſe outward Mira- 
icles (fay the Fathers) and that not without 
reaſon, foraſmuch as they are viſible Ioflances 


S. Ambroſe) acknowledg d in Joſhua the Power 
of Jeſus Chriit, who many Ages aſter was to 
make the true Sun fland flill, that is to ſay, the 
| Light and heat of "Truth, which was declining 
| very faſt,and ready to be ſor ever extinguiſh'd 
| and to league the World expos'd to the horror 
of Eternal darkneſs. 
But we' are not to look for theſe ſenfibls 
Miracles in the Church now; the Paſtors 
of the Church do not now endeavour to ft 
i the Courſe of the Sun. in the Heavens, but th 
; Cox ſe of Concupiſcence in the Heart. . |! 
Of what avail was it to Joſhua (ſaith that; 
Father) zo flop the great Light of Heaven, 
when at 'the ſame time he could not repreſs 
Covyerouſneſs upon Earth ? He commanded, 
and the Sun obeyed, that be might have time 
to proſecute his ViEtory ; but he could not| 
| command the Coyetouſneſs of Achan, who 
oft him a ViEtory , and made his Army 


i 


cannot but acknowledge that this is one of the 
greateſt Miracles of the Old Law ; but thoſe 
of the New, tho they do not ſo much datle the 
eutward Eye,yet they are incomparably preater. 
As- for Inflance , When a Soul that has been 
poſſeſſed by Devils, and tranſported to abomi- 
nable Exceſſes, by the Violence of his Paſſions, 
does all on a ſudden return to God , like the| 
Prodigal to his Father , and having torn hin- 
ſelf from the World and himſelf, entertains, 
no deſires but what ſerve to waſt him towards| 
Heaven. ws .£- 0 
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Of the Book of JUDGES. 


Li 
. 
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His Book contains an excellent Biſto- 

ry of the ſtate of the Iſraelites, as well 
Eccleſiaſtical as Civil A from the Death of 
Joſhua, till the Government and High Priclt- 
hood of Eli,znder the ConduF of the Judges, 
o called, not becauſe they exerciſed the ordinary 
Furiſdiftion among ft the People (as commonly 
[the word Judge imports,) but becauſe they were 
extraordinarily raiſed up by God, according as 
| the preſent ſtate of things requir d it, ſometimes 
| out of one Tribe, ſometimes out of another, an 
band with his Spirtt of Wiſdom and Mag- 
nanimity, to maintain his Rights and thoſe 0 
his People, and viforiouſly to windicate an 
| affert them from the injuſlice and tyranny off 
their Oppreſſors, as likewiſe to reſtore the purity 
| of his worſhip, when it was alter d or corrupted,| 
| zo defend their Liberties, and the Holy Law 
| they-had received from God, and to aſſiſt them 
with counſel and deed, in all their difficulties 
and exigences. 

Firft of all therefore, In this Book are 
recorded the ſeveral Wars, the I{raclites were 
engag d inafter Joſhua's Death, by the expreſs: 
Command of God, againſt the Gentil Inhabi- 
tants, yet remaining in the Land of Canaan, 
| #n order to their utter deſtruftion and extermi- 
| nation; in which caſe they for, the moſt par 
| were ſo backward and neglefful, that the Lord 
| being offended thereat , ſuffered many of thoſe, 3 
| Gentil Nations 70 remain in the Land, fer 
| tryal arid puniſhment of his People. 

True it is, that the Iſraclites for a lon 
white retain'd the Purity of the Divine Wor- 
| ſhip amongſt them, as long as thoſe brave an 
' pious Elders lived, who had been Eye-witneſſe 
of the miraculous As of the Lord,by the han 
of Joſhua, but after their death we find herg) 
recorded, how that People abuſing their liberty 


c 


I0 


2 


King of /Moab,Jabin King of rhe Canaamites 


Midianitcs, Amalckites, and other Eaftern 
People, and of the Aramonuires, &c. who for. 
a long time afflifted and opprefſed Wracl. But 
yet notwithſtanding, when they in their anguiſb 
and ſore diſtreſs did- ſericuſly return to the 
Lord, renowncing their [dolatry and Peryer(- 
[nefs, groaned after him, and fervently calf'd 
upon him for his Grace and Aſſiſtance, he was 
moved . with:-Compaſſion, ſhewing himſelf 
as true and faithful in performing his Pro- 
muſes, as he had been in executing his Threats 
and Mcnaces , and oftentimes delivered thent 


| 


his own raiſing ; ſuch as were Othniel, Ehud, 
Shamgar, Deborah and Barak, Gideon, 
a Jephtha and Sampſon. 

| And as they ſoon after forgat thoſe ſignal 
| Deliverances the LORD had wrought for them, 


| 


| and returned to their fuſt diſſolution and 1do= 


 Jacry, they were afreſh chaſlized by the Lord, 


' who notwithſtanding moſt mertifully delivered 


| to him with all their Hearts. 


To the Hiſtory of Gideon we find here alþ 
| joyned the tyrannical and unjuſt Government 


bp into the hands of divers of their Enemies; 2 
as of Cuſhan King of Meſoporamia, Eglon a 


alſo into the hands of the Philiſtins , of the| 


by the hand of the generous Inſtruments of i 


| them again , as ſoon as they turned themſelues\ 


Q of Abimelck, who Reigned three years, at 
i the end of which. he received his juſt recom- 
| pence at the hand of God. | 
| This Book alſo makes mention of 'fruei 
| Judges, whoſe Wars are not ſet down, to wit, 
' Thola, Jair, Ebfan, Edon and Abdon. | 
| This whole Hiſtory may be of uſe to inforns 
us, That tho the Church of God may fall into: 
divers Corruptions, yet he always takes a ver 


| particular Care, to raiſe them again from.their| 


| peace and proſperity, fell from time to time int 49 Apoſtacy, and that he oft makes uſe of thoſe. 


; Heathen Idolatry, and a moſt prodigto 
; corrupticn of Manners, as ts oft mention d i 
this Book,not only in general terms,but whereo 
alſo {rv abominable and tragical Inſtances 
are ſet down.in the 17th, 18th, 19th and 2oth 
Chapters, ro ſerve as a Mirror, not only of the 
Wickedneſs and Corruption of that Peop|& but 
likewiſe of the juſt Indignation of God , and 
| the ſeverity of his Vengeance, 
* | Moreover hereis ſet forth, how that God, 
| being provoked at the frequent Backſliding of 
| his People, did moſt ſhary!y reprove, and 
ſeverely puniſh them, aftual!y delivering them 


[i þ 


5 


| ' and deliver them, when they do ſo. 


o.year ſince the Creation of the World,T wo thou- | 
ſand five hundred and eleven, or Two thouſand | 


to puniſh and chaſtize his People , who have. 
| been the occaſion of their Sins; and that he! 


| does not chaſten them with deſign to deſtroy\ 


: them, but to make them return to him by true 
' Repentance,and that he is always reagy to help: 


This Book( according to the account of ſome) 


nine, or Three hundred years, that 3s, from t 


| 


| 


eight hundred and ten. . 
| 
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Joſhua's Death. King Adonibezck being overcome by the 


ews, they cut off 


_ ©___bis Thumbs and great Tocs, as himſelf had done to 70 Kings. 


s 8 1HUS Foſhaa defeated his Enemies ;| 
A the Heazers,by a miraculous S/ftice, 
cuntriburing to his Vifory; and tizus he| 
proceeded 1n a continued courſe of {ucceſ- 
ful Expeditions, as long as any of his 
Enemies were able to make any reſiſtance 
agauitt his Victorious Armss | | 

' In this manner the far greater part of 
| theſe Idolatrous Nations were deſtroyed in 
| fix yearstime, the Soripture counting no 
| les than One and thirty Kings., that were 
conquer'd by this Couragious General of 
the Iſraelites. However, ſome of the 
| ancient Inhabitants continugd ſtill to dwell 
{among the 7ews, to keep them in breath, | 
that they might nor degenerate chrough | 
Slth and Laxury, as alſo for atrial of their 
. | Obedience to G 0 D, who made the Rem- 
nant of theſe Idelatrons Nations, the Initru- 
ments of his Vengeance againſt his own 
People, when ever they provoked him to 
Anger by their Sins. | 

Atter that Foſhua had thus made a 
Conqueſt of the Coxntry, by the wonderful 
Bleſſing of GOD upon his Arms and Yaloar, 
| he diſtribured it amongſt the 7ribes, with 
| ſo much Equity and Juſtice, as cannot 
ſufficiently be admired : And having 
_j atchieved all theſe glorious Actions, to 
| | which he had becn appointed by G 0 D 
amo Mend; 2550, Damadelt, he Aſſembled all the 
before Griſt 1414 People together betore his 
Death, as Moſes alſo had done, and repeated| 
to them the great things GO D had done 
for them, copjuring them ina molt pathe- 
thical manner, to worſhip no-other God, 
butthe LORD alone;. and concludes his 
: Diſcourſe with theſe remarkable Words ;j 
And if it ſeem evil to you to ſerve the LORD, 
chuſe this day whom you will ſerve, Whether the 
| Gods #hich your Fathers ſerved, that were on 
the 6ther ſide of the Flood, or the Gods of the 
Amorites, iz whoſe Land ye dwell ; but as for 
| meand my Houſe, we will ſerve the LORD.| 
And ſoon after died in Peace, being an 
| hundred and ten year old, and all the 
People mourned for him. Lf. 
_ Hehad the happineſs, that during the 
whole time of his Government the Jews 
werenotin the leaſt tainted with: Idolarry, js 
nor tranſported to any Rebcllious Mur- 
marings againſt GOD. | 
| The many Bactles Foſhag fought againſt 

divers Kings, to put the People of GOD 


o 
+ G—— 


my. 


' |Devils; and therefore it 3s of neceſſity that 


IO 


20 


 thim Prifoner in the purſuit. There was 


39igather their Meat under his Table. - 


40 


into poſſcſſon of the Land: of Promiſe , 
oave the Fathers occaſion to obſerve, That 
we cannot become the Heritage and Portion of 
{the LORD, witheut deſliroying an Enemy we 
bave within us. _. = 
Alt of us are born Slaves and Tributaries 
to the Canaanites and Amorites, that is, to 


[we be Regenerated, to the end that all that | 
belongs to the Devil may be utterly deſtroyed, 
and rooted out of us, before we can become the 
Kingdom and Inheritance of the Lord. 

The Tribe of Fudah was the firſt after 
Toſhua's Death, that: ſignaliz'd themſelves 
11 exterminating theldo/aters that remain d 
yer amongſt them; Caleb, who was a 
\Prince among them, being their Leader 

in theſe Expeditions. 6: —_ 
| Adonibezek was the firſt that. fel the 

effects of their Coxrage ; for having ſet 
'upon him, they utterly deteated, and took 


| 


one thing remarkable in the Death of this 
Prince, viz. That the Iſraelites cut off his 
Thumbs and his great Tees; by which means 
'he was compelled to confeis the equity of | 
the Divine Vengeance upon him, who had | 
in like manner treated Threeſcore and ten | 
Kings, and in this condition made them 


After this his publick Acknowledgment 
'of the Divine Juſtice , which as well lays 
hold on Crowned Heads, as on the. 
; Meaneſt Subjects, he was brought to Feru- | 
iſalem, where he died, leaving a Memoran- 
'dum to all Kings, (as the Fathers obſerve) 
how true that word of our Saviour is, 
i That. according to the Meaſure we mete out to 
others, it ſhall be meaſured to us again and 
chat it is often verified upon MKings them- 
({clves,as well as their Subjes ; andit they 
ſhould ' chance to (eſcape this Retaliation |. 
;here in this Life, where Adonibezek juſtly | 
met with it, they may have reaſon to fear | 
ba will be their Lot in the Life and World to | 
[come, where they will not fail of falling | 
into the hands of that Fudge, who here in | 
[this World has declared to them by the : 
Mouth of the wiſclt of Kings, That the great 
o!and mighty Men of the Earth ſhall be mightily 
tormented, if they abuſe the Power they are 
:entruſted with, for the glory of G 0 D, andthe | 
good of their Subjeets. | 
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—T A Frer the Death of Joſhua, and the 


| Anno Murdi 2719. 


| {fold Sins, and by means of them into Sla- 


[were called 7 | 
After the Death of Othniel ( who was[20 
ICalebs Grandchild and Succeſlor ) Ehad 


/come, and that Deborah had commanded! 


gladly acccpred of, and haying drunk 


f 


Zuds. IV. 


— 


=> O 


e Death of Siſera: 


Tael hilleth Siſcra, by driving a Nail into his Temples. *.__ 


A Elders (which out-lived him ſome 
fifteen years, or thereabours ) 
veſore Griſt 1285, the Iſraelites fell into great 
diſorders, thereby making it appear, That 
the happineſs of Souls doth oft depend 
upon the Wiſdom of their Governowrs and 


der in Chief over them,cvery one of them 
id what| ſeemed good in his own Eyes," 
And from this Licentiouſneſs,fell into mant- 


zery and Bondage ; whereupon when in this 


raiſed up Captains to deliver them, who 
udges. 


and Shamgar, GOD conferred the Govern- 
ment of the People upona Womancalled 
[Deborah ; who made 1t appear, thar.every 
Inſtrument: is good in the hand . of the 
'LORD, when he pleaſes to make uſe of it, | 
Durins the Government of this Wo- 
\man, Zabin King of Canaan declared War 
againit the Fews, and ſent our an Army to 


fight chem under the Command of Siſera|z 


his General: Deborah on this occaſion being 
filld (with the Spirit of God, gave as grear 
\marks of her Courage in War, as ſhe had| 
[formerly oiven of her Prudence in times 
of. Peace ; 'and in the firſt place ſent for 
Barak, whom GOD had made choice of 
to Head his People againſt Siſera; bur 
Barak, aſſured her, that he would never 
charge himſelf with that Command,cxcept| 
'{he would march along with him. . 
' As ſoon as the Day of the Batte/ was 


'Barak to ſer upon Siſeza with an Army of 


of their Enemies with a Panick. Fear, - and' 
general conſternation , infomuch as Siſera 
himſelf ſmic with the ſame terror,was forc'd 
toflee away on Foot, whullt the Iſraelites 
diſcomficed,and cut to pieces all -his Army. 


ſccing him draw near to her Tent, went our 
'ro meet him, and deſired him to-comeand 
reſt himſelt with her ; which Invication h 


Paſtors, and that none are more unhappy | 
| ithan thoſe who will needs guide them- 
ſelves. For the Jews having no Comman- [1 9 


cheir ſore diſtreſs Wey berook themſelves | 
in earneſt Prayers to G 0 D, he in. his Mercy | 


Fo ; 
4 |truly great upon the Excth, but what is founded) 
on the Spirit of God : That the moſt Coura-|' 


Ten thouſand Men, GOD ſtruck the Hearts| ' 


oO 


| |That God oft chooſes the Fooliſh things of| - 


|Temples, faſtning his Head to the ground :| / 


' Ineceſſary for the Atchievment of the preateſt | * 


|ronderful Man of God) could nit appeaſe , | | 


'depend upon her Preſence, and therefore would; 


raught of Milk, laid hunſelf down to| + 
ſleep. ael perceiving him faſt aſkep, togk| | 


a Nail and ftruck it with a Hammer into his 


And as Barak was 1n purſuit of him ,. Fae! 
delired him to enter into her Tent, where | : 
ſhe ſhewed him Siſera lying dead upon the 
ground. "8 
Deberah after the Fight ſang 2Hymn of | ©. 
Praiſes to God, for the glorious Viflory| - 
vouchſafed to his People, wherein ſhe highly 
extols and commends the Wiſdom and 
Courage of 7ael. | =z -ÞY 
. Thus as one Woman began this War, ſo| |; © 
another finiſhed it ; and both of them were| | 
illuſtrious Inſtances,That God can beſlow upon | | 
Women themſelves,whenſoever it pleaſes him, | | 
as well as upon Men, the C ourage and Condutt ? 
Enterprizes. For we ſee Deborah here keeping | © 
bat People in Obedience and full Subjedion, | © 
whoſe Murmurs even Moſes himſelf ( that | | 


= had the honour of being the firſt Soveraign | * 
Govecrnels that ever God ſet cver his People ; | © 
uring whoſe adminiſtration they wanted none | © 
of the Advantages they might have expedted | * 
under the Conduf of the greateſt Heroes. - | * 
She appointed Generals her ſelf, deter-} 
min d the numbers of their Forces, appointed; © 
Quarters for the Army , fixed the Day of : 
|[Combar, and ſent forth Barak, not ſo much to| © 
'a Fight, as 70 a certain Victory. And this| | 
General, who lookt upon this holy Widow as| © 
[the Angel of the LORD, perſwaded himelf,) © 
that the happy Succeſs of his.* Arms-did; - 


\20t flir a foot without ber. | ; 
The Fathers in their Reflexions on theſe] * 
greatExamples,obſcrye, That there K nothing| | 


gious Men, become weak as Women, when | 
leſt ro themſelves ; and Women more magna-|- 
nimous than Men, when they are full of God ;) 
And that then that word of S. Paul is —_— . 


the World to confound the Wiſe , the Weak to: 


there is none beſides him ; and to whom alone|- 
the glory of all that is good or great .in the|: 
'Creaturcs doth belong. _—_ 

- > « GIDE+ 


— 


A 


| confound the Strong , and the things that are|\ = 
' As Siſera was thus cndcavouring to ſave! 5 o[n0t, to confound thoſe that are , that no, Fleſh|| _ 
_ [himſelf by Flight, Fae/che Wite of Heber, |m2ay glory before the Lord , who alone is,and;. 


= IECTTG7. 


( Fude, VI. 


- | unleavened Cakes, and lay them upon al 
| Rock that was hard by ; which being done, 


| Angel of the LORD was ſtruck with terror, 


i 
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GIDEON 


's''S 
Gideon ts talled by GOD.to deliver the Jews from their Enemics. 


>. 


DRIFECE | 


Es, 


Þ offers 


-» Sacrifice upon 4 Rock,from whence Fire comes forth and conſumes 1t. 


| A Frer the Death of Deborah, the Jews 


'A continuing without.any Gozezament, 


| [gave themſelves up to that Licenriouſneſs 
in ns as cauſed G OD to dcliver them| 


into the hands of the Midianites for the 


| {ſpace of ſeven years. The extreme oppreſ- 


fon they ſpftered from their Enemies,made 
them have recourſe to GOD, who hearing 
their Prayers, was mov'd with compaſſion, 
and rcſolv'd to deliver them. 

| {Accordingly he ſends an Angel to Gideon, 
co acquaint him, That he had 


| _Gremo Mind; 2759. 


theſe words ; GOD be with thee,thou Mighty 
man of Valour. Gideon ſarprized at this 
unlook'd for 'Salutation and Meſlage, 


his condition,and that his Familybeing one 
of the moſt inconfiderable Families 1n 


| ifael, he was no way fitted for ſo high 
an Employment. But GOD anſwered him; 


| That he himſelf would be with him, and 
that the vaſt Army of the Midianites ſhould 


| flee before him, as one Mar. 


: Gideon after this requeſted the Ange/ to 


. | give hima ſign, whereby he might be aſſu- 
| red of the truth of the things declared co] . 


| him, and carneſtly cntreated him to ſtay 


- -rill he had prepar'd ſomething for him to 
| | eat.» The Angel having conſented to his| 


' Requeſt, Gideon immediately made-ready 


a Kid, and unlcavened Cakes, and having 


' put the Fleſb ina Diſh , and the Broth in”; 


| Potghe brought it out unto the Angel undei 


| the Oak, and preſented 1t to him-# Bur th 
+ Angel bad Gideon take the Fleſh , and th 


the Angel touched them with the end of 
the Staff that was in his hand, whereupon 
' Fire came out of the Rock and devoured 
the Meat Offering; and at the ſame time 
'the Angel diſappeared. _ b-- 

| Gideon perceiving by theſe Marks, that 
the Party he had been ſpeaking with was an 


asapprehending he mult die,becaufe he had 
ſeen an Angel. But GOD haying affur'd him 
'tothe contrary, commands him to go and 
deſtroy the A/tar of Baal, to cut down the 
Grove that was about it, and afterwards to 


build an Altar co the true G 0 D, upon the, 


A = 


_—  —— 


before Cirift 1245- Choſen him to be the Delive-| * 
| rer of his People, who ſaluted him with| 


repreſented to the Angel the meanneſs of 


4 


y 


. 


oO 


19jand that it was known that Gideon was the 
[a G 0D, he had beſt avenge himſelf for the 
| Altar, and not put Men to- that drudgery. 


29 tempt he had caſt upon Baal, was eyer after 


. | Souls, 3s, to be ready to hazard their Lives in 


39 rable Figure of the Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt :| - 


| Rock, which was an Emblem of our Bleſſed 


40 Fleſh, that is, the corrupt AftcCtions, that lie 


{ſhould be no other bat that of Jeſus Chriſt,| 


4 ; 


Rock. where he had feen his Offering &gn-| 
ſum'd, and oficrupon it-a Bullock of ſeve 
years old, for a burnt Sacrifice unto t| 
LORD, with the Wood of the Grove he had 
cut down. It, —_ 
Gideon executed this Divine Order in the 
Night time, for fear of being diſcovered, 
and the next Morning when enquiry was 
made,who- had done this outrage to Baal, 


Man,they preſſed his Father to deliver him| 
upinto their hands, that chey might kill 
him : But his Father ſaved him from their 
hands,boldly telling them,that if Baal were 


Afﬀront done to him 1n pulling down his 


Gideon being thus ſaved from the Malice 
of thoſe who ſought his Life, for the con- 


called Jerub-Baal. 

Gideon, by his Example , teacheth all 
Paſtors, That the firfl thing they ought to do, 
after they have taken upon them the condutt of| 


obedience ro G.OD, and for the deſtroying of| 
Idols. And that wonderful Sacrifice, by which 
he was alſur d, that GO D had call d him to be 
the Governour of his People, was an abs. 


And it is upon this account that the Scripture 
takes notice, that Gideon offered it upon a 


| Saviour : For from this Myſtical Rock pro- 
; ceeds the Fire that conſumes the Sacrificethat 
;5 to ſay, theFire of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
| the Son of God has by his Death procured for 
us, to conſume in us the Fleſh of the Kid, that 
z5, theFleſh of Sin; and the. Broth of that 


{ 


hid in our Hearts. 

The great Myſtery,(faith S. Ambroſe) which 
this Hiſtory of Gideon points at, 3s, that all| 
Sacrifices were to ceaſe one day,and that there 


which alone is abundantly ſufficient , to make 
expiation for all our S1ns,and which makes the 
Sacrifices that the Faithtul offer unto GOD, 

acceptable and well-pleafing to him,throughout| 
all Ages, when they preſent their Bodies, 
Hearts and Delires, as a living and holy 
Sacrifice unto him, which #s their reaſonable 


Service. * 
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"Fade VI. 


GIDEON's 


FLEECE: 


Gideon obtains of GOD the Miracle of the Fleece, for a fign that he ha 


© © Choſen him to be the Deliverer, and Avenger of his People. 


——_— ——— 


XJ] Hen Gideon knew that GOD would 

| YV make uſe of him, to be the Com- 
mander of his People, by the Fire that came 
forth from the Roch, and conſum'd his 
| Offering, he began ro caſt about, how he 
might beſt accompliſh the Deliverance of 
Iſrael trom the Tyranny under which they 
groaned. Wherefore being informed thar 


Neighbouring Nations, were gathered toge- 
cheragain(t Iſrael, the Spirit of G 0 D came 
upon him, and founding the Trumpet 
Abiezer was gathered after him ; He ſen 
Meſſengers alſo throughout Manaſeh, Aſhur. 


joyn with him: And thus without any 
ſon, and of a mean Family too, faw himſelf 


Commander in chick of a great Army , 


| being obeyed and reſpected by all as their 


the Midianites, Amalekites, and other! WL | 
19 according to his defirce, and by both theſe] 


Zebulun and Nepthali, and they came up to + 


oppoſition, he who was but a private Per- 


] o 


Prince. 

But Gideon perceiving -himſelf arrived 
to this high degree of Power and Authority, 
was not thereby puft upin the leaſt, bur 
remembring that he held that Station, 
only from and under. GOD, - he rather 
appeared fo much the more humble z and 
| the diſtruſt he had of himſelf encreaſed 


eventoexcels; for not being ſatisfied with 


favourof him, or the ComraFFwherewirl 
| he found himfelf extraordinarily inſpired, 
and fitted for the great Undertakings to 
which GOD had called him, he ſuſpended 
the execution of his deſigns, till G0 D had 
| given him freſh repeated Afſurances, of the 
| choice he had made of him, to command 
and deliver his People. | 

In which thing, as S. Ambroſe obſeryes, 


we muſt not too eaſily ſuffer our ſelves to be 
perſwaded, that God has called us to far more 


| Gideon was called to at that time. | 

Gideon then carneſtly begs of G0 D, to 
| give tim a freſh aſſurance of his Divine 
Call, ro be the Captain and Redeemer of his 


. .|Þ#t @ Fleece of Wool in the Floor, and if the 
Dew be on the Fleece only; andit be dry on all 


- 1. araatns. AS 


the Earth , then ſhall I know that thou wilt 


the firſt Miracle GO.D had wrought Ir} 3 


holy Employments, than were thoſe which| 


People, fayingto the LO RD, Behold I will|golf 
|God, as z5 a piece of Ground that is deſtitute 
[of the Rain and Dew of Heaven, that 35| 
altogether wſeleſs , barren and anprofitable to| 
God or Man. . 


29 priated, and as it were , cenſin d to the Jewiſh 


i Eternal flerility and unfruitfulneſs. Wherefore 


_ =—z == , 
fave Iſracl by my hand, as thou haſt ſaid ; and 


Water. Buc his humble Fear and Diſtruſt 
being not yer diflipared, he beſought GD 


once more, and ſaid, Let me prove I pray 


Ground let their be Dew.G0D alſo performed 


Miractes left him no ſhaJlow for a Doubr, 


. Theſe Miracles (according to the Judg- 
ment of the Fathers) were an apt and lively 
repreſentation of the Divine Diſpenſation 


afterwards to the Church of the Gentiles. 
Fermerly his Grace and Favours were appro- 


Church,zhich recetued the Dew from Heaven, 
whilſt the reſt of the Nations of the World 
continued 'in a Barren dryneſs, burnt and 
ſeorched bythe heat of their Luſts, and of the 
Divine Anger. | 

Whereas now, by means of a contrary Mira- 
clc, the Church of God, ſcatter d over-the 
Face of the whole Earth , hath in abundanee 
received the Heavenly Dew, wherewith God 


kk 4 


it was ſo: For when he aroſe in the Morning,| 


The wringed out of his Fleece a Bowl full of 


thee but this once with the Fleece; Let it now| 
[be dry only upon the Fleece, and upon all the 


bur chat he was indeed appointed by GIDt * 
to deliver Iſrael from their Enemzes. | 


and Conduct with regard to the Jews , and| 


is all dry and parched, and whilſt her unthank- 


upon ber;(which only ſerved to make her prou 
and wanton, inſtead of humbling her) has made 
her unworthy to partake of the. Mercy of 
Jeſus Chrilt. OE | 

Moreover theſe Miracles teach us, That the 


Souls are in the ſame condition , in which we 
ſee a dry and barren Ground. 3s, that is + giver 
with the (corching heat of the Sun , and with- 


Heaven, and by this means is condemned to an 


Chriſtians ſhould make it their firſt and great 
buſineſs and care to obtain the Grace of God, 
without "which all the Honours, Pleaſures, and 
Riches of this World , cannot exempt them 
from being in the ſame condition in the ſight of 


'GIDE- 


fulneſs for the many Beneſits God badbetmed 


Grace of God 3s a hind of Heavenly Dew, 
| without the continual ſupply of which our 
he did not.a& more for his own ſati{-\4 
faction, than he did for our Inſtruction jj - 
- | andto teach usthis important Leſſon, That| 
out any relief from the Rain and Dew of|- 


ba — 


hath-watered it , whilſt the Land of Judea} * 
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ONs SOULDUIERS. 


GOD Commands Gideon to lead his Army to the River Jordan , fg as 


Midian 


him a Token whereby he might know thoſe with whom he was to fight the _ 


1tCS. 


Heſe two ſenſible Miracles having 
aſſured Gideon as-well of his Divine 
PER CAL NS Call ro Command the People, 
}  , as of Succeſs and Victory 
| againſt his Enemies; he could no longer 
| refuſe to obey the Command of God, or to 
j cxpreſs:as much readineſs ro execute his 
| | defigns, as he had ſhewed backwardneſs to 
undertake them at firſt. And having in a 
ſhort time raiſed a great Amy, confiſting|19 
of Thirty and twoThouſand,he Encamped 
|himfelf near the Midianites,beſide the Well 
of Harad, and on the South of them. 
But GOD ſeeing the great Numbers of} © 
|rhe Fews, and forcſceing that this ungrate- 
{ful and preſumptuous People would be apt 
ro attribute che Vifory , which depended 
only on his Favour and Afiltance,. to che 
mulcitude and ſtrength of their Forces. | 
' He told Gideon, that in caſe he did march|29 
with all thoſe Forces againſt the Hoſt of 
the Midianites,he would miſs of the Vidory, 
becauſe he was reſolycd not to leave them 
the leaſt ground to ſay or think, that chey 
had oyercome the Mzdiarites by their own | 
ſtrengeh. LH 
Gideon therefore cauſed Proclamation to 
be made throughout the Camp, that who-| + 


L Numbers, or Warlike preparations of cthej3® 
| Enemy,ſhould immediately leave the Carp, 
and return home from Mount Gilead; and 
there returned no leſs than Two and twen- 
ty thouſand of the Army, who gladly 
embraced this Propoſal, and there yer|- 
remained Ten thouſand of the Iſraelites. | 
- But this Number being ſtill coo great] 
in the Eycs of GOD, he commands Gideon} | 
| |to march with them down to the River 
| Fordan, where he promiſed to ſhew him the[4.0 
Numbers and the Men he would allow him 
to fight the Midianttes with. When they 

were Come tothe River, GOD bade Gideon 
to ſet thoſe by themſelyes, who withour 


_ 


[manded him to Icad on boldly againſt the 


. {and worthy to fight his Battles, and who thoſe 


of the River, but without flop or ſlay only 
take up a little in the bollow of their Hand, 


| fr with their Heads lifted up to Heaven,and 
' {will not have them to ſloop downwards, but as 


iſoever was feartul or affrighted with the] -|ſo ſe it, as if they uſed it not, according to the 


. \Church; and yet in them, the whole ſtrength | 


[repreſents the ſame to us in this Hiſtory ; 
|they only atchieve things wonderful and incre- 


Midianites , for that with them-only he 
ſhould obrain the Vittory. Gideon fully 
relying on the Word of GOD, ſent home 
the reſt of the People , keeping none with 
him beſides the Three hundred Mez, thar 
had Lapped Water out of the hollow of 
their Hands, and with them couragiouſly 
advanced againſt the Enemy. oy 

_ God was willing by this Figure, 70 repre-| 
ſent to us, what ſort of Perſons he would for 
all time to come account fit for his Service, 


were whom he would for. ezer ſeclude from his | 
holy Warfare. He teacheth us alſo, how very 
ſmall the number of his true Souldiers are, 
when of an Army of Thirty two thouſand 
men, he retains oly I hree hundred. And the 
diſtinguiſhing Mark of their Election is this, 
they do not kneel down to drink of the Water 


a little to allay and qualifie their Thirſt. 
God will have all his Souldiers to fland 


little as may be. Being mortal Men, they muſt 
needs make uſe of the World ; but they muſt 


Counſel of S.Paul, and ſupply the inevitable 
Neceſſtties of this Lite, which haſtes away like 


the ſwift Current of a River, without any | 
particular concern or care about them ,- and 
without hindering, by theſe fleeting Aflions, 
their march towards Heaven , where their 
Hearts are already arrivd and do inhabit. 

The numbers of ſuch as theſe, are always 


very ſmall and inconfiderable in the outward | ' 
of the Church conſifts, as God very lively 


dible, they cnly obtain the Victory, becauſe God 
himſelf is with them, and fights for them, 


ſtop or ſtay did take up Water in the hollowj 


{quench their Thirſt, and diſtinguiſh chem 
from thoſe who kneeled down on the 
Rivers {ide, ro drink more at their caſe and 
lciſure. | 1 

Of che former fort, 'there were but 
Thrcc hundred in all, which G0 D com- 


ar 


'of their Hands, and lapped it thence. to| © | 


' {(/ike Moſes) ſtand in the Gap, and turn away | 


againſt all their Enenaies. 7 hey are the true 
'Champions of the Church, they are Pillars of 
the World, they are the Interceſſors not only 
for their Brethren, but for all Men ; it is they 


the effetts of the Divine Anger from a fliff- 
necked and rebellious Generations 
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| The Defeat of the Midianites. 
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The Midianitcs are Defeated by the Sound of the Trampets, and the Light 
| of Lange & Locons : 


_ m— 


O many Divine Affurances given to 
' Y Gideon were abundantly ſufficient ; 
- ſuccels of his Enterprize 
againſt the Midianites out of queſtion, 
(had not GOD been pleaſed ro youchſafe 
him one confirmation more from the 
Mouth of his very Enemies. He com- 
mands him to go alone by Nightinto the 
Enemies Camp, or it he feared to go un- 
accompanied, to take his Servant Phurah 
with im; and that there , his Enemies 
[chemſclves ſhould give him a freſh Aflu- 
irance of the ſucceſs of the Combar. 

\ Gideon obeying GOD's Command, came 
by Night into the Enemies Camp, where he 
heard a Souldier telling this Dream to his 
Companion; 1 Dreamed (faid he )and behold 
a Cake of Barley Bread tumbled into the Hoſt 


[of Midian,, and came untoa Tent and ſmote it, 


that it fell and lay along.To which hisFellow 
(anſwered , that this his Dream ſignified 
nothing elſe but the Sword of Gideon the 
[Son of Foaſh, into whoſe hands G 0 D had 


idelivercd all the Hoſt of Midian. 
Gideon having heard this Dream, and the 


(Interpretation, he returned full of Courage 


ding them to ariſe, and get ready, for that 
GOD had delivered the Midianites into 
cheir hand, And having divided the three 
Hundred Mer into three Companies,he gave 
tocach of them a 7rumper in one hand, 
andempty Pitchers with Lamps in them in 


| [the other; with this Order, That as ſoon 


as they ſhould hear him ſound his Trumper, 
cheyſhould eye him and do as he did, and 
ſhout with aloud Voice, for the L9RD, and 
for Gideon,and break their Pitchers in which 
the Lamps were. T 

As ſoonas they were come to the out- 
ſide of the Camp, and the Signal was given 


_ [by Gideon, they all at once Sounded their 
rumpets, brake their Pitchers, and ſhewed | 
[the Lamps that were hid in them, crying | 


with a loud Voice, The Sword of the LORD, 
and of Gideon z; whereuporr the whole 
Camp of the Midianites being ſciz'd with 
horror and amazement ran away and fled, 
and by a miraculous effe& of the Divine 


. [Power , turn'd their Swords againſt one 
 |anothers | 


one might think co put the]. 


and Aſſurance into the Hoſt of 1ſrael, bid- | 


IO 


20 


ithem. 


Thus were:che, Midianires humbled by | 


 |the Fews, or rather by the Power of GOD, | 


which ſo eminently was engaged for |: 


T he more flrarige and extraordinary (faith ; 


Myſtery : For whoever went to fight without | © 


but Earthen Pucchers, againſt the violence and | \ 
efforts of a powerful Enemy > Reaſon (faith | - 
he) could not but took, upon this Enterprize, as | | 
the moſt ridiculous thing that could bezand yet | 


the Event made it appear, that by this Method, : 
the Midianites were raft into that Confterna- | 
- which prov d their total Overthrow. - S 


GOD then by this Hiltory was willing to | | 
open the Myſtery to us,that the Goſpel Soul- | * 
dicrs were not to reſiſt their Eaennes by the | 
force of outward Arms , but would become | 


Ld 


and breaking their Earthen Pitchers, that the | - 
AMPS hid in them might appear tothe daziing | : 


our Bodies, and Gidcon (who was a Figure |: 
hereof ) Jeſus Chriſt, will have no Souldiers | - 
under him , but ſuch as contemn and wilifie | - 
their Fleſh, and overcome their Enemies by |: 


3o|djing, as Jeſus Chritt their Captain alſo did. 


Death to them is bur the breaking of the | | 
Earthen Pitcher, and this Pitcher (which at | | 
beſt they always contemn'd and bluſht at)\* 


Þeing broken ; now nothing appears but a bright | | 
land ſhining Lamp, which ſtrikes the Hearts | 


of all their Perſecutors with terror and con-| 
ſternation. | Ie. : 
' The Holy Martyrs were an evident proof | | 
of all this, whoby their Patience and Conftancy |. 


FT onfounded and terrified the moſt reſolved and | 


cruel Tyrants; and by the dazling luftre of | | 


_ Graces, did either daunt or convert their | 


very Tormentors and Executioners. Inſo- | | 
ch that thoſe that hated and deſpiſed them, | | 
gan to love, efteem and reverence them ; and |. 

y the transforming virtue of the Divine |: 


ighr, which beamed forth from them, became || _ 


he Adorcrs of that Sovereign Truth, when | © 
as before, they had been. the Murtherers of |: 


mt: 


6 0jthoſe; who bad ſo bolily and generouſly defended | * 


——_—_—c__Gl 
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S. Gregory) this way of fighting was, the more | | 
- [viſible it is, that it points us to ſome hidden: | 


Arms? Or whoever preſumed to oppoſe nothing | | 


Vidtorious only by Sounding their Trumpets; ; | 


and terrifying of their Enemies. For theſe | | 
Earchen Pitchers repreſent the weakneſs of |: 


"4 ——_ 
T a4 | . 
TN 
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[ 


8% TH FE [ 66 ] 


| before brit 1236. Threeſcore and ten Sons, which 
| he had. by feveral Wives; but one of his| 


| For having gained the City of Shechem to 
! declare themſelves for him, by means of 
his Mothers Friends and Relations, and by!_ 


| Foreſt being about to Anoint a Ming over 


-| Tree, deſiring him to be their King, and 


readily accepicd the Dignuy, promiſing to 
protect them, 1n caſe they would fully 
confide in him; bur if nor, threatning 


far laſt, and thac for the horrid Ingratitude 


THE DEATH OF_ABLMELECH 


Fuds, IR] < 


brake his Skull by caſting a piece of | 


Abimelech' is killed by a Woman, that 


= 


 Milftone «por him. | 


'& DEON dying after he had wifely 
governed the People of Ifrael tor 
amend 2768, ANY Years, left behind him 


Sons, called Abimelech, born of his Conca- 
bine (a Woman of Shechem) was the cauſe 
of much miſchief. after his Father's Death. 


his repreſenting to them, that it was much 
better for them ro have him alone to Reign 


their King, and furniſht him with a Sum of 
Mony, wherewith he raiſed ſome Vagabonds 
and yain light Perſons, and with them 
marched to his Fathers Houſe , where he 
moſt inhumanly kil'd his Threeſcore and 
ren Brothers, except the youngeſt of them 


> | 
over them, than his Threeſcore and ten! 


Brothers, they ſoon after proclaimed him| 


C 


the Men of Shechem began to be weary of 
his Tyrannical Courics, and reſolving s 


{caſt off his Toke, they choſe one Gaal to 


— 


20 


be their Prince; but Abimelech having | 
notice thereof, and Eoming upon the C in | 
unawares, he took it, kill'd the Inhabitancs,| 
and afrerwards deſtroyed the City, and} 
ſowed it with Salr. | | 

Aﬀeer that GO D had thus avenged the 
Perfidiouſneſs of the Men of Shechem , 
againft Gideon, by mcans 'of the Tyrant 
they had choſen to be their King, he at laſt 
puniſhe the Tyrant himſelf, who had fo 
unhandſomly butcher'd his Father's Sons : 
For Abimelech having taken the City The- 
bez, in which there was a ſtrong 7; - 


into which all the Jahabitants of the Cit 
had retired themſelves, as he went to pu 
Fire tO 1T, a certain Woman caſt a picce © 


| all, called Fotham, who by hiding himfelf,! 
- | happily eſcaped Abimelech's Fury. _ 
This young man being informed, that! 


the Men of Shechem were aſſembled in the 


Ficld to make Abimelech King, he went up! 
to the top of Mount Gerizzim, from 
whence with a loud Voice he cricd unto 
themand by a Figarative diſcourſe reproa- 
ched their horrid Ingratitude. | 

He told them, That the Trees of thei 


chem, addrelt themſelves firſt to the 0/ive 


afterwards to the Figrree and Vine, who all 
refuſed to accept of , their offer. | 

The Trees being at a loſs, at laſt offer 
their Sovereignty to the Bramble, who 


them, that Fire ſhould come forch from 
the Bramble , and conſume the Cedars of 
Lebanon. Which Fotham (concluding his 
Allegory) told chem, would be their caſe 


they had ſhewed to Gideon, and his Sons, 


1 God would conſume them by means of| 


139 


40 


had now made their King. 
Somerune after it appeared, that Jotham 

had prov'd a true Prophet; for when Abi- 

melech had Reigncd three years over Iſrae!, 


g 


Abimelech, whom with ſo much Joy they | 
go 


favoured with ſucceſs in his undertakings. 


{his Work, his Juſtice cruſhes' them in a 
| momenr, and precipitates them headlong| 


| deſire of Reigning , which does ſo. blind an 


a Milſtone upon him, and brake his $kz/! - 
who ſceing himfelf mortally woundcd j 
cried to his Armour Bearer to run him thro 
that 1t might not be ſaid of him, that by 
was kill'd by a Woman; and the young Many 
(his Armour Bearer) did as he commanded 
him ; and hedicd. 2 
. This was the end of this cruel Fratricide : 
who probably had perſwaded himſelf, that 
115 enormous Crime had been forgot by 
GOD, torafmguch as he had not only gone 
ſo long unpuniſhed , .burt had alſo been 


Bur we find here, that the Divine Forbear-/ 
ance has 1ts bounds. Heſuffers ſuch Mon- 
fters to live and proſper for a time, that he 


might draw AY the Evils they 


commit ;_ and when he has accompliſh'd 


from the Pinnacle of their Pride and Glory. 

The Fathers havealſo obſerv'd from this 
Hiſtory , That nothing puts Men more upon|. 
hating of their Brethren , than an ambitious 


dazle their Underſtanding , that they forget 
the reſped? they owe ta the Sacred Names of 
Brothers and Fathers ; and are ſo far from| 
being firuck with horror at the fight of the; 
murther of their neareft Relations , that their| 
Eyes feed on the Tragical Objet with pleaſure, | 
rejoycing at the death of theſe , whom they| ' 
conſuder as lets and ſtops in the courſe of their 
boundleſs Amt itions 5 
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JEBPTHAHY WAUGMTER: 
Jephthah: Sacrifices his Daughter. 7, 


 Fter the Death of ungodly 44i- Pier Father couragiouſly to. perform his 
melech, G 0 D. raiſed up Thol/a and | [Vow, afluring him ſhe ſhould die very gen-| 


—— —— 


43 


Anno Mundi 2817... 4 n "> . . oe" 
before Chriſt 1187. Tudges of his People,and after] |given him the Victory over his. Enemies. | 


them Fephthah , who obtained that high} |She only deſired ewo Months time to go 
| Command on this manner: Gzfead his| [with ſome of her Compamons to bewait 
| Father had begotten him on a Harlot, for} |her Virginity; which time being paſt, ſhe! 
| which reafon the reſt of his Sons refuſed} —_— her Father, who did with hee 


. . | EP . ſ 
co own him for their Brother, and thruſt] | according to his Vow. | 


Q 


him out from amongſt them, whereupon]! 
| he retired to the Land of 7ob, where he thah, as an inſtance of thoſe indiſcreet Tows : 
| became the Captain of a Company of| | ſome People engage themſelzes in, whereby 
| Vagabond vain Fellows. . + | they are put upon the unhappy neceſſity either | 


Some- time after , when the Ammecnites|. | of commining a Sin by breaking their Vow ! 


' made War againſt, and vexed Iſrael, the| | made 16 G9D, or of becoming criminal by their * - 


' Elders of Gilead, who had experience off | performance of it. | | 
the Courage and Valour of Zephthah, ſent! . | Twerebetter (faith S. Ambreſe) not to Vow | 
| after him to the Land of 7ob, where he} | at all, than to Vow ſuch things as God deteſts-: 
| fled from his Brethren , when they curn'd; Jephthah was very ſenſible of the ſad effeft of 
' him our of Doors, as being the Son of an! 29 his mdifcretion, and it was not without extreme ' 

Harlot,and deſired him to be their General ; | regret he jerformed that , which he thought \ 


who after he had reproached them, for | himfelf abſolutely bound 10 do. 


| their former 1ll uſage of him , and hadi ! But if the Fathers Carriage in this matter | 


| made them promuſc him, that they would! ; were blame-wortby ;- 0n the other hand we can 
make him their Prince, 1n caſe he ſhould | never ſufficiently admire that of his Daugh- 
overcome the Ammonites, accepted of that, | ter. She comes with Foy, and cafts her ſelf. 
Command. EE 


this Station, ſent Ambaſ/adors to the King of 39 Tears of her Companions , or the Idea of a 
Ammon, to repreſent to him the lnjuſtice of - | violent and immatwe Death, in the very ſpring | 
his Pretenſions againſt Iſ-ge/ ; bur thar | and flower of her Age, which continually tar d | 
Princelending a deat Ear to all his Remon- her in the Facce. 19 | 
ſtrances, as being wholly refolv'd for War; | This her Behaviour made amends, in fome| 
the Spirit of the LOR D came upon Feph- | ſort, for her Fathers indiſcretion; as making 

thah, who having ſpeedily raiſed a confide4 | that voluntary, which on his fide was fore'd' 


rable Army, led them on againſt the Ammo- ., | and of 'neceſſity ; and made that which in is\ . 


nites ; and before the Engagement made a | ſelf was impious, to become a well-pleaſing 
Vow to GO D, That if it ſhould pleaſe him +. Sacrifice, by her.Obedience and Reſignation. | 
to bleſs him with Vidory, he would offerup 4 - Sbe teaches by this her Example all true ' 
' to him for a Burnt Offering whatſocver firilt Chriſtians, who have their Hearts enflamed 
came forth out of his Doors to meer him, | with the Love of Heaven , to offer up them-' 
alker Ins Requon. fm => '.  - | ſelves with Foy toGod, and to take patiently | 
 Zephthah having utterly defeated his. .| and chearſully from his hands , whatſoever ' 
| Enemies, and obtain'd a glorious Vifory,, | Sufferings he 7s pleaſed to lay upon them and 
returned home 1n Triumph ; but his Joy | try them by, without reflecling upon the indif- | 
was ſoon turned to ſorrow ; for as he drew | cretion or malice of thoſe, who may have occa-\ 
near to his Houſe, his only Daughter, tranſ-, | ſioned the ſame. They think it their happineſs : 


ported wich Joy, for the glory her Father | and glory to ſuſfer for his ſake,to whom they are | 


| hadacquired, came out to meet him with 50 ſo infinitely obliged, and therefore are ſo far” 
Timbrels and with Dances, Jepthahſeeing his from having any averſion for the Inſtruments of | 
Daughter was pierc'd with forrow , and | their Sufterings, that they rather conſider thene | 


rending his C/loaths, acquainted her with +. as thejr Benefa&tors, who open a way for them | 


the Vow hehad made. Whercupon ſhe, |70 0btain an Eternal Crown of Glory. 
as a Perſori not, at all diſmayed, cxhorted; | F _ Ml 


er a 


at 


MEDI a gee "b# 
TAE DO TREES 


woe PINES 
W205 


Fair to be the Captains a1.d| |rentedly , foraſmuch. as the LOR Dwuhad | 
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The Fathers confidered this Vow of ph 


| into his hands, who was to Sacrifice her , © 


Zephthah, as ſoon as he found himſclf in without ſuffering her ſelf to be flopt by the | 
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| | Amo Mundi 2948, . | 
| [before rift 1156. until Samſon, whoſe Hiſtory 1s 


\ [very circumſtancially related in thoſe holy | 
Records. He was of the Tribe of Dan,and his | 


THE BIRTH OF SAMS 


O N. 


Ce ——— 


Samſon killeth a Lion. 


| A Fter rhe Death of Fephthah, the Scrip- 


ture gives us no particular account 
of ſome following . 7zdges, 


Birth was before declared by an Angel,who 


'1affurd his Mother , that ſhe ſhould be no | 


longer barren, but bring forth a Sor. He 
advisd her alſo to abſtain from Wine and 


[ſtrong Drink,and all unclean Mears, during 
 |the time of her going with Child of him. 


As ſoor as the Angel was departed from 
her, ſhe told her Husband Manoah what 


fied the great defire he had to ſee the Angel; 
who ſoon after appearing: again to his 
Wite,ſhe made haſte and told her Husband, 
|that he might now ſee and ſpeak with the 
| Angel. Manoah, after he had ſpoke with 


him, would willingly have offered a Sacri- 


fice to him : Bur the Angel knowing, that 


| Sacrifices weredue to GOD only, told him, 


{thatif he had a mind to offer a Sacrifice, he 
|\muſt do it to GOD. So Manoah havins 


 |prepared a Mid, with a Meat Offering, offer'd 
|3t upon-a Rock unto the LORD, and when 
| the Flame of the Sacrifice went up towards 


Heaven, the Angel aſcended 1a the Flame 
; thac proceeded trom the Meat Offering, in 


- ithe Preſence of Mancah and his Wife. 


This Child being ac laſt born, according 


_ ; tothe wordof the Angel, was called Sam- 
| | ame nds 2267, Jonyand was Educated accord-! 
ing tothar direction the Ange/ 


had before given to his Mother. 
[22-4 


before Chriſt 1137. 
| Samſon being then 
| ow -18 years of | 
DR” And being grown up, he went 
\down to Timnah, where he ſaw one of the 
Daughters of the Philiſtins, whom he had 


a particular inclination for, and deſired 


His Father was very much averſe to com- 


;Children of Iſrael on the Philiſtins,who at 
{that time had Dominion over them, 


| Samſon. alſo, who was a Figure of Jeſus| 
_ (Chrift, by his marcying one of the Daugh- 
 irers of the- Philiflins , very lively repre- 


ſented-ro us, that he who 1s' the ſtrong 
Man, ſhould one day Eſpouſe the Church of 
(the Gentiles, leaving the Fews in their obQu- 
rate Impenitency. 

Belides the Scripture ſeems to hint, that 


had hapned to her, who thereupon teiti-| 


| 


IO 


20 


Zo 


[his Parents to get her for him to Wite.| 
ply with his deſires, not knowing (as the| 


| Scripture tells us) that it was from the Lord,| 
{who by this meatis would avenge: the 


50 


40 


(quarrelling with chem, and delivering his 
Country from the7oke of their ceruelOppreſſion, 


| fasif it had beena-Mid; but he told nor his 


ad hopes to meet with an occaſion off 


Fa (by Matching among the Philiflins) 


. As he went one day with his Father and 
Mother to viſit this Woman, he-met a young 
Lion, who came Open-mouth'd roaring 
againſt him; at which time the Spirit.of 
the LORD coming upon him, he laid hold 
on him and -rent him with as much eaſe, 


Parents thereof. Sometime after he return-| 
ing the ſame way , witha deſign to Marry | 
the Philiſtin Woman,he ſtept out of the way 
to ſec the Lion he had kill d, and behold 
there was a Swarm of Bees, and Honey in 
the. Carkaſs of the Liong: and he took 
thereof and dideat,and cameto his Parents 
and gave ſome to them, who dideatalfo, 
not knowing from whence it came. 

Samſon being come to his Journeys end; 
was Married to the Philiftin Woman, and ar 
the Wedding Feaſt, propounded this Riddle 
tothe young Men his Guelts; Out of the 
Eater came forth Meat , and out of the flrong 
came forth"Sweetneſs; and told them,in caſe 
they would explain it within the ſeven days 
of the Feaſt , they ſhould haye 30 Sheets, 
and 3o Changesof Garments; and if they 
could not, he was to have the like. 

The Philiſlins ſeeing they could nor 
unriddle Samſon's Riddlegthreatned his Wife 
co deſtroy. her and her Fathers Houſe, if ſhe | 
did not procure the Solution of it from 
her Husband. Samſon tired and oyercome 
by her imporcunity, declares the Riddle to 
her, which ſhe preſently told the Philiftins. 

This Figure (as the Fathers obſerve) did 
repreſent the Change which Jeſus Chriſt was 
to .make amongſt Heathens and. Idolaters ; 
who before had been like furious Lions, that 
tore and rent the Chriſtians, 111 Jeſus Chriſt 
came and vanquiſht them without Arms. 

' The Heathen Emperors, who were the 
cruel Perſecutors and Deſtroyers of the Chri- 
ſtians, became their Favourers and Nurſing 
Fathers ; the Mouths of thoſe who had devour d 
them, were now fill'd with Hony ; and a ſort 
of People (more cruel than Lions) became as | 
it were their food and nouriſhment; their ſup- 
port and protefion z being through the Regene- 
ration in Jeſus Chriſt, become one Body with | 
thoſe,they had formerly perſecuted and devoured! 
under one Head Jelus Chriſt the Prince of 
Peace, | SA M- 
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Samſon S hiliffins; _ 


"1463, Made him unriddle his Ridd/e} [him down. to them bound with two new 
Pele jet” ro her; which he had no [Cords,. and the Philiflins began to ſhout fot 


| Parents occaſion:to think,that he had rakenj} |upon him, the Cords that were on his Arms 


|Viſic, but her Father would not ſuffer him} | |therewith a thouſand of the Philiftins,and 
to goto her, telling him, that he had Mar- 


®. to be his Wife, who was fairer than| |Lehi. 8 Bw 
ſhe. | The Heat and Violence wherewith he 


| Samſon not at all ſatisfied with this} jwas carried forth to do this Action, had | © 
Excuſe , proteſted, That now they might 20 caus'd an extreme Thirſt in' him, which} * 
[thank themſelves, if they came to feel the] |made him carneltly to cry tothe LORD for | & 
þ&c&tsof his Rage and Anger, for this their |relict in this hisextreme need.G 0 D imme- | |: - 
unjuſt dealing with him. diately heard his Prayer; and opening att} : 


In-this reſolution he went and caught; hollow place in the Faw: Bone, by his powet 


|three hundred Foxes, and tying them Tail; |made a Spring of Water to proceed from | 
'to Tail, and faſtning a Firebrand or Torch| jit, wherewith (when Samſon had quenched | | 
between their Tails, he let them go into! [his Thirlt) his ſtrength returned, and he! : 
the ſtanding Corn of the Philiſtins , and; revived, and he called the name of the | : 


place Enhakker. | 


reduced it ro. Aſhes with cheir Vineyards} | Een Wee 
30 Theſe wonderful Events have been thei 


and Olive-trees. | 


The Philiſtmns being ſtrangely Alarmed| Subjefts of the Meditation and Admirdtion of- 
with this loſs,were very inquiſitive to know| |the Fathers, who conſider d them with the Eye i © 
[the Author of it; and being informed that; iof Faith and Godlineſs; whereas the People = 


'it was Samſon,and what had provoked him} |of the World, who eye things after a human 


todoſo,inſtead of endeavouring to avenge; |manner, and paſs their carnal Judgment on| 


' | themſelves of him, they turned all their] |the moſt Holy and Spiritual things, are ſo far 


Rage againſt his Wife and Father-in-Law, from being edified by the reading of theſe holy | ; 
and burnt them with Fire. But Samſon noc; |Records, that they oft make then the SubjeA | I 


thinking himſelf ſufficiently avenged of; !of Profane Jelts and Drolls. * ao 
them,took his opportunity (not long after);4o) S.Gregory takes occaſion from. this haly 
'toſet upon them,and deſtroyed them with| |Figure, to admire how Jeſus Chriſt (the 1rze 
a yery great Slaughter, | | |Samſon). did without Arms, or any outward 
The Philiftizs at length rouzed by theſe | | Force, vanguiſh all the Enemies of his Truth, 


repeated Violences oft Samſon, gather d| |oppoſing nothing to their ſeeming inſuperable | 
cogether in great Numbers, and encamped| . |Force and Malice , but the ſimplicity of a' i 


themſelycs in the Lot of the Tribe of Judah, |company of poor contemptible Filher-men ; 4s 
who being terrified with chis approach of | * [Samſon encountred a whole Army of Philiftins 


the Philiſtins, demanded of them,why they | |with the Jaw-Bone of an Als. And yet this' 
'Were come to inyade their Country? And; . |Simplicity, and this Patience of the Saints, | | 
|the Philiſtins having anſwered , That they go being guided by the hand of GO D, did defeat| + 


Were come to ſeize Samſon: The Men of |dnd overcome all the firength and machins-! | 


Fudah,o rid thenaſelyes of theſe unwelcom. | trons of Men arid Devils. 


Fudg. XV. & 7 89: 
Fug. —_— = 2K 


}- 


[CM MSON feeing himſelf deceived by| |Gueſts,promiſed to deliver Samſeninto their | | 
his Wife, who by her Artifice had|  |hands; and as they ſoon afrer brought 1 


ſooner done, but ſhe diſclos'd ic co the} jJoy, as now thinking themſelyes Maſters of q 
| Philiftins; he was very angry with her,and] jhinm,who had donethem ſo much miſchict; | * 
quitting her in ſome diſcontent, gave her} |the Spirit of the LO RD coming mightily | * 


diſtaſte and quite left her, and therefore} became as Flax that is burne with Fire,and ! .: - 
married her to another Man. And ſome|19{his Bards looſed from off his Hands; and | ' 
time after Samſon came to give his Wite a| |taking up the Faw-boxe of an Aſs, he flew | | 


ſaid, With the Jaw-Bone of an Aſs,heaps upon | | 
ricd her to another, as ſuppoſing that he] |heaps have I ſlain a thouſand Men'; and when | © 
hated her, and had quite lett her ; but that}- |he had made an end of ſpeaking , he caſt away | \ 
he pleaſed, he might take her young| [the Jaw-Bone, and called the place Ramarh- | * 
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The Gates of Giza, | 
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* |Samfon being /bur 9 by the Philiſtins in Gaza , plucks up the Gates of the 


City, and carries them up to the Top of a Mountain, 
——— - _ 4 A WA | 


HE 
—_— 


FI manner ſlain a Thouſand Philiftins, 


, 


[ar and 4386, ONE Would think that ſoaſto-| 


before Chrift 1124 niſhing an Inſtance of a Di- 
wine Power 7 rus; Hack ſhould' ſtop the 
courſe of their Malice, and hinder them 
(in love to themſelyes ) from attempting 
ought againſt him for che time to come. 
- / Bur, we muſt conſider, that their Warring 
againſt Samſon, was a repreſentation of the 
Devils future Wars and Fightings againlt 
Jeſus Chriſt,and his Holy Church ; and there- 
tore the continually renewed Perſecutions 
-of the Philiſtins againſt Samſen, do very 
fitly repreſent to us, the obſtinacy where- 
with the Devils make War againſt" the 


| AMSON having in ſo miraculous a 


| with chey perſecute them, without being 
diſcouraged by the many. Foils and Falls 
they receive from the Saints, by means of 
| chain, and manifeſts it ſelf 1n them. 
The Philiſtinscherefore,inſicad of letting 
| Samſon alone, upon Motives taken trom 
their own Intereſt (as in all Prudence they 
-| ought to have done) did on the contrary 
mind nothing more, than how they night 
belt lay new Snares for him, and get him 
into their hands. And as they were very 
diligent and attentive 1n this enquiry, and 
| |.had their Spies our continually to obſerve 
his Haunts, they were informed by ſome 
of them, that he-was gor inco the City 
Gaza; whereupon ( withour loſing time] 
being egg d on by- their extreme Hatred 
and Thirtt for Revenge, they afſembled 
| themſelycs by Night,” and compaſled the 
| City, reſolving in the Morning to fer upon 
him and kill him. 


ſeem'd to take little notice of 1t, and having 
| ſept rill Midnight, he aroſce,and without fear 
{went to the Gates of the City, plucking up 


ing them upon his Shoulders, carried them 
to the top of a Mountain, that is before 
[Hebron,pailing unconcernedly by through 
the midſt of thoſe who were laid in Am- 
buſh to ſeize and deſtroy him, who being| 


Faithful,and that unalccrableMalice where-j 


' the Power of GOD, that is engaged for 


2 


3: 


Samſer having notice of their deſign, zo Glory, which he had with the Father, before 


|all cheir Deſigns and Projects to 


190wn confuſion and overthrow. 


' |zp there, and ſurrounded his Grave with their 
| Guards ; as the Philiſtins encompaſſed the City 


Q 


| out being ever after jubjeft to the Laws and. 


Q 


| opened to Mankind , and whither his Mcm- 
| bers hope to follow him , according to his own | 


amazed and daunted with feeing thoſe 
eoigpany Rn of his Strength-and Cou- 
rage, lethim paſs unmoleſted. | 
Thus were the Hopes the Philiftins had 
conceived to ſurprize Samſez once more 
defeated,and they found (as formerly) that! 
x Sefivoy 
him, tho never ſo wiſely laid, and warily 
conducted, did at. length turn co ther 


This Figure (faith S. Gregory) 3s ſo plain 

and ſenſible, that it cannot but be 42 og 
ledged to be an excellent Emblem of our Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt. He it was whom his Ene- 
mics having perſecuted all his life leng, they 
at laſt lodg'd him in a Sepulchre, ſeal'd him 


Gaza, whilſt Samſon was peaceably taking 
bis Reft. 

' But this true and glorious Samſon, awa- 
kening and arifing at Midnight by his glorious| 
ReſurreEtion, ard- delivering himſelf from 
the place,where his Enemnues kept him ſhut ap, 
not only came forth from thence himſelf,with- 


Power of Death ; but at the ſame time 
redeemed all Mankind from that formidable 
Encmy , by deftroying Death it: ſelf , whoſe 
Gates and Bars he thas for ever broke and 
pluckt up, (as the Scripture mentions) and 
has carried them -with him to the top of the 
Mountain , that i, to Heaven ,- which the 
Reſurrection of our Bleſſed Saviour has 


faithful Promiſe, that where he 'is, they 
ſhould be alſo, to ſee and eternally enjoy that | - 


the World was. 

| Por this Reaſon it is, that all true Chriſti- 
ans may cry out boaflingly with $. Paul, . O 
Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, 
where 1s thy Victory? The Sting of 
Death is Sin, and the ſtrength of Sin is the 
Law ; bat thanks be to GOD who giveth 
us the Vitory through Jeſus Chrilt our 
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_ | and that if he were ſhaven , his ftrengr 
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T had been well for Samſoz, if he had 

| been as ſtrong and powerful to refift 
ow Mend; 2325, he Charms of 4Womar, as he 
before Chriſt 1119, was 1N tearing Of Lions, and 
| encountring whole Armiesalone. But alas ! 
the Enticements of Delilah v'd roo 


ſtrong for him, who was the ſtrongeſt of 
all Men ; and in her Embraces he met with 
the diſaſter, he had fo hap ily eſcaped in 
the moſt dangerous and threatning En- 
COUnters. * WE 
The Philiftins having obſerved , tha 
Samſon reſorted often to Delilah, promifed 
her a great Sumof Money, if ſhe could gc 
out of him wherein his ftrength- boy 
Samſon at firſt upan her enquiry , plaid 
upon her, as. not: chinking it needful, t 
tell her a Truth might prove ſo fatal t 
' him: He told her, chat for to level hi 
ſtrength wich thoſe of other Mer, the 
nceded only -to bind him with New Cord 
| that had never becn uſed, or to faſten hi 
|| Locks to a Web, bur Delilah foon found 
that theſe were only deluſorypur offs, t 
make her give -over her Importunity 
Wherefore being gaul'd with Samſor: 


% 


I — —— 


— — CO. — — CO L—_—O—_— -  —— —_— pR—_ 


| ſing of lum, madchim ar latt diſcover th 
| Truth to her; he told her, That from hi 
| Birch no Razor had ever touch'd his Hea 


| would leave him, and he become like ano 


| ther Man: 


| No ſooner had Delilah got this Secret 


' our of him, bur ſhe ſent for the Lords o 
, the Philiflins, and having made him flee 
| on her Fees, ſhe cauſed the 7 Locks of hn 
\ Head: ro be: cut off. Samſon ſoon afte; 


| being awaked with the cry of Delilah,that 4, a Beaſt ro the vain Pleaſures of this World, 


| the Philiftins were upon him , he thoughg | where a Man meets with nothing but Trouble | - 


| to gout as at other .times, for he kne 


. | notthat the LORD was departed from him 


| So the Philiſins took him, and brough 
| him down to Gaza,bound him withFercers 
of Braſs, put out his Eyes, and made hind 
grind 1n the Priſon Houſe. 
| Whilſt Samſoz was thus. wretchedly 
employ'd by his Enemies in this hard and 


| Philiflins gathered themſelves together, for 
'to offer a great and ſolemn Sacrifice unto! 
\Dagon their God, for having delivered Samſon 
their Enemy and deſtroyer of their Country 


mocking of her, ſheſer all her Artifices aq 


| work, and by continual urging and pre 


I 


2 


into their hand ; and when 4m Mui 2387: 
jthey were Merty , they Tent for Samſon to 
make them Sporr, placing him berween 
Pillars. 5 "we 
Samſon touach'd to the Heart at thistheir' 
 {infolenc treating of him, delired: the Lad, 
that held him by the hand, ro lead him tf 
the. Pillars on which the Houſe ſtood, that 
he might reſt himſelf againſt them. And as 
o ſoon as he wascometo the place, he prayed 
. [unto the Lord. God, to give him ſtrength 
only this time, that he might be ar once 
avenged of the Philiftins for his rwo Eyes; 
and laying hold of the PiHars with both 
| his hands, and fhaking them with all his 
might, the Houſe fell, cruſhing him and all 
the Lords of the Philiſtins,with about three 
Thouſand more of them that were therein, 
and on the Roof of the ſaid Houſe; fo that: 
he ſlew (as the Scriprare obſeryes) more at 
his Death, than he had done 1n all his Life. 
' This Hiſtory (as the Fathers tell us) 3s 4 
lively repreſentation of the effefls of the 
Death of our Saviour, who by his voluntary 
Death confounded the Devils nrore than they 


: 


Pas that the Devils Honfe was caft down to 
the ground, and that the Arrogance of thoſe 
proud Angels was laid low. | XJ 
| - But the Fathers do not content themſelves 


= 


ry, that have manifeſt reference to Jeſus 
Chritt ; but they deplore alſo the unhappy 
chance, whereby this inz#icible Strong one was 
wangquiſh'd and overcome of a Woman ; he: 
loſes all his Locks, that is, his Vertues ; they 
"Put out his Eyes, that is, they rob him of his' 
Light and Underſtanding, and condemn him, | 
to work in the Mill, that is,abandon him like | 


and Vexation , and where he continues fetter d 
in the Chains of his own Will and Luſts. 
ASinner in this condition has no other way 
leſt, but to call upon God, that his Locks may 
grow agatn,that is,that he may recover his loft 


had been during all hjs Life time. For then it | 


only in conſidering the Myſteries in this Hiſto-| 


Graces. Tis Repentance that recovers the | 
Souls ftrength,and pulls down the Pillars of the 
Devils Houſe, and overthrows and cruſhes the | 


ſhameful labour, the Hair of his Head|5o|Enemies that triumph over her,and renders the | 
| |began to grow again. And the Lords of the 


Soul viforious by her own ruine , making her | 
die to her ſelf that ſhe might live to GOD, | 
and loſe her ſelf, that ſhe may find him who is | 
the only ſatisfying Obje# and Sovereign Good 
of rational and intelligent Creatures. 
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PR nts CT SAMSOMDESERI EAT | : 
TSamſon diſcovers to Delilah that his Strength lay in hisHaur,which ſbe having cut off, be is Setzed. 
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hr IR Ht | _ Foz ] ks Fude. XIX; "ou 
"THE LEVITES WIFE ABUSED. 


___The Benjamites of Gibeah' Force the Wife of a Levite to Death. 


| of this Book of Fadges, relates a 


An Mundi 2585. Hiftory,whith proy'd of grcat 


Jfraelites, as occaſioning the deſtruction 
of a whole Tribe. A Levite dwclling on the 
ſide of Mozwnt Ephraim, took to him a Wife 
out of Bethlehem; but upon ſome Miſ- 
|carriage of hers did occaſion a Separation, 
ſo that ſhe returned to: her Fathers Houſe, 


Months; and at the expiration thercof,her 
Husbands AfﬀeCtion returning towards her, 
|he reſolved to go to Bethlehem. to her 
| Fathers, and fetch her home again. 

As ſoon as he was come to his Father- 
#n-Laws Houſe, he received him with much 
Joy and Kindneſs,forcing him to continue 
with him three Days, and chen being very 


unwilling to part with him, he both by his 


kind Entertainment, and preſſing Invita- 
tion, endeavour'd to oblige him to ſtay 
{Jonger with him than he intended, fo thar 
it was the fifth Day towardsEvening, before 
he could get away from his Fathers ; and 
having reached Gibeah a while after Sun- 
ſer, he was fain (with his Wife and Servants) 
to fit down in the Street , becauſe there 


ing ; but ſoon after, an 0/4 Man coming 
from his Work out of the Field, ſecing him 


with his Wife and Servants to his Houle, 
giving them an hearty Entertainment. 
But as they were ſat down at Table, 
and making Merry,ccrtain wicked Wretches 
of the City, beſet the Houſe round abour, 
and knocking at the Door, bad the Old Man 
{(the Maſter oft the Houſe) to bring. forth 
the Man that: came to. Lodge with him, 
that ' they might fſatisfic their unnatural 
Luft with him. | 

The good Old Man was ſtruck with 
horror at this their demand, and endea- 
vour'd with the ſofteſt Words imaginable, 


offcring rather co expoſe his own Daughter, 
that was a Virgin, than his Gueſts Wife to 


prevailing; the Levite. brought forth his 
Wife to them, whom chey abuſed all Nighc 
till cowards the Morning, and about Break 
| of Day, they let her go. i - 

{ The Woman attcr this Treatment had 


HE Scripture inthe two laſt C bapters| 


or thereabous, =—and fatal conſequence to the 


ſand in the Street, kindly Invited him} 


to divert them from ſo great a Villany,|. 


where ſhe continued for the ſpace of four} 


40 


their Zz/?. Burt all chat he could do not{s 


- 


wv 


much ado to return-to the Door: of the 
Houſe where her Hwushand was Lodgcd ,: 
and was no ſooner arriv'd there, but ſhe! 
fell down ſtone dead before the Threſhold, 
[with her Hands ſtretchd forth, as demand-! 
ing Vengeance of her Husband, for this! 
inhuman outrage committed upon her. | - 
Her Husband ariſing in the Morning to 
return home, and finding his Wife without 
9motion lying at the Door, ſuppoſed ſhe had: 
been a ſleep; bur finding that ſhe was dead | 
indeed, the extreme gricf wherewith he 
was ſeized,and the dcteſtation he conceiv'd 
for this abominable Fact, pur him upon|. 
a reſolution of cutting the dead Body of 
his Wife into 12Parts, and to ſend each 
Tribe a part, to provoke them to take Ven- | 
geance of fo execrable and crying Abo- | 
mination. | | þ 
o| Upon the receipt of this ſtrange and | 
terrifying Preſent, the Tribes unanimouſly ; 
reſolved to avenge thisunparallel'd Excel; | 
chey all acknowledg'd, that never was the | 
like thing committed in Iſrael, from the | 
[time of: their coming out of Egypt ; and; 
having aſſembled themſelves together as : 
one Man, they proteſted they -would not | 
return to their Homes, till they had puni- 


was none ſo kind asto offer them a Lodg-{3o|{hed'and ayeng d this exorbitant Ourrape. | 


' S.Ambroſe admines this their holy Reſo- |_ 
lution , their Zeal ſhewing them not to be 
indifferent in a Caſe which ſo much concera'd 
the Glory of GO D. The Outrage done (faith 
that Father) to a Married Wite, enflames 
and provokes all [{rac] ; and one Tribe being | 
guilty of the Crime,all the reft League them-. 
ſelves together to deſtroy and exterminate them, 
fearing left by conniving at it, they might draw 
down upon all Iſrael the Divine Wrath, which | 
one of their Tribes had ſo juſtly deſerved. 
The ſame Father bluſhes at the Corruption 
of the Age wherein he liv'd, by ſuffering the 
frequent Profanations of that holy Ordi- | 
nance, when he compared it with this moſt 
commendable Zeal of the Ifraclites,who ſought 
n0 frivolous Excuſes to cover the Crime of their 
Brethren, but avengd it with that extremity 
of Rigor , as was proper to prevent the like 
olLicentiouſneſs for ever after : And that holy 
Man thinks , he can never ſufficiently lament 
their unhappineſs, who only mind their own 
 Untereſt, being unconcerned at the greateſt Pro- 
ifanations of the Law of G 0 D. 
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| The whole Tribe of Benjamin , defiroyed-by the-1ſracli 


"HE Children of Iſrael being gathe- 

| red together as one Man at Miz pab, 

©... and the Levite,whoſe Wife had 

Ar che EO beet forced, having laid his 

Complaints before them, they marched 

againſt the Authors of this deteſtable Crime, 
co pumlh them according to deſert. . 


— _I—_———_— 


| ſent ſome Deputies to the Benjamites 10 


committed this unhuman Outrage, that 
by putting them to death, they might curn 
away the Wrath of GOD from Iſrael; bur 
; the Benjamites , inſtead of hearkning to 


EN 


| would protect and ſecure them ; and 
| aſſembled themſelves to fight the Iſraelites, 


: co the number of 26000 Men. 


che L 0 
going againſt the Benjamites ; whereupon 
| they went forthto fight them; bur not- 
| withſtanding the good ſucceſs they had, 
' promiſed themſelyes from the julineſs of 
| their Cauſkt, they loſt that Day 2 2000 Mer. 
They were' ſtrangely ſurpriz'd at this 


———— - 


_ | unexpected Defeat, bur yer reſolved tory, 


| afecond Battle, for which they- prepared 
themſelves by a deep humiliation before 


| again bad them go. up again{t their Bre- 
thren ; and yer for all this the Succeſs was 
not anſwerable,tor the Benjamites deitroy d 
18000 more of them. © 
| - All Irael being aſtoniſhed to ſee 4000 
| Mendeſtroy'd by 26000,and that too in fo 
juſta Cauſe, berook themſelves to G 0 D, 
by Faſting, Weeping, and offering Sacrifices ; 


_ — OIL oo Oo Dau ASS We 


=> <—_—_ w—_—_ 


up againſt the Benjamites, but alſo aflur'd 
them of the Victory. . | I 
The Thaelires encouraged with this 


PE EEC 


| | lye in Ambuſh near the Ciry. 

| | The Benjamites ( like Men drunk with 
| their two late Victories ) made a furious 
| Sally our of Gibeah, which was increafed 


x 


But before they came to open Force, they | 


demand thoſe- wicked Wretches that had | 0 


cheſe juit and equal Propofals,declar'd they | 


{ - hit _ having asked Counſel of | 
7D, the LORD approvd of their | 


| GOD, and asking Counſel of him, who. 


- 
4 


<4 


and having asked Counſel of the LORD | 
the third time, he not. oaly bad them go 


Divine Afſurance, they marched towards | 
| Gibeah, having appointed a great Party to | 


| 


| 


. [Zabeſh Gilead, becauſe they were not come 
up with them to fight againſt the Benjas | : 
{mites, and only ſaved 400 of-their Virgin |- | 


their Mer, and burat their Cities; only 
600 of the Berjamites ſaved themſelves,by 


; The Iſraelites after this Victory found 
themſelves extremely afflicted, for the loſs 
of one of the Twelve Tribes; and having 
ſworn, that none of chem would give their 


went and flew all the Males and Women of - 


20 


[there aWar more holily undertaken, than this 


Dazghters alive, and gave them to the 
Benjamites tor Wives: | 


The Fathers bave admired the depths of | 


ods Judgments in this Hiſtory. Never was 


of the I{raclites,and yet they were twice beaten 
with great loſs. | | 


us how pure they caught to be, who undertake 
ro puniſh other mens Faults. It is a falſe Zeal 
that puts Menupon purifying ethers; without 


O 


_n_- 


olgreat Example, how great our Charity ought 


| Wad neceſſity, that engageth them to deflroy their 
; own Brethren. ; 


ICountry or a Family loſt from the. Church; 


being firſt clean themſelves. 
Moreover, GOD weuld inform us by this 


10 be towards cur Brethren. How deteflable and 


agitious ſoever the Benjamites might be, yer | : 


0 D will have the Iſraclites to bewail the 


Thus we ſee that all lſracl were touched 
with inward ſorrow for having exterminated 
them, and now wholly employ their thoughts, 
how beft to recover and reftore thoſe whom ſo 
lately they had endeaucur d utterly to deftroy. 

It .zs a ſbame(fay the Fathers)for Chriſtians 
in this point to give way to the Jews,and not to 
be highly concern'd, not only when they ſee a 


but even when they jee ſo much as one ſingle 
Soul cut cf from their Society and Body, 


| 


| draw them from che City; but ſoon after * 
thoſe that lay in Ambuſh near Gibeab, | 
| having ſer it on fire, the. Benjamites ſaw | 


by the feigned Flight of the Iſraelites, to g 


— —_ C1 
ee ar A 


o{one Member of the Body mourns, all 


oraſmuch as they ought to be as ſenſible of this 
loſs, as they would be of the cutting off of one 
of their Members ; For as S.Paul ſaith, When 


ourn,and when one rejoyceth all rejoyce; 
becauſe all true Chriſtians are but the different 
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amites. ||. 
chey were loft, being on all fides encom-| | 
paſt by the Iſraelites, who kill'd 25006 of | © 


retiring and hiding themſclyes.ja the Rack | 
of Rimmon, who were the means aſter-] : 
| (wards of recovering that 7ribe. | | 


Daughters to the Benjamites for Wives, they | 


G. 0 D was willing (by this Figure) to teach $ 


| 


Members. of one Body under Chriſt their Head: } | 
| — Ma THE|i 
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- her Mother-in-Law an account of the kind 


floor that Night ; ,and advisd her , to Dreſs 


Of the Book of RUTH. | 
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—  __-_—— TY 
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Rs et een 
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—_— ed TO RIES, roo 


His Book is only a Continuation and 


Appendix of the Book of Judges, | 


and is called by the Name of Ruth, becauſe 
it principally contains the Hiſtory of a Moa- 
bitiſh Woman., ſo called ; who-by occaſion of 
her firft Marriage with the Son of Elimelech, 
a Jew -of Bethlehem-Judah, was converted 
from Pagan Idolatry, to the Knowledge and; 
Worſhip of the true G OD ; and how afterwards, 
upon the Death of her Husband Kilion , ſhe 
left her own Country ,and followed her Mother- 
in-Law Naomi ( notwithſtanding her earneſt! 
perſwading of her, to return with her Siſter 


Orpa 70 their own Homes) to Bethlechem-| 


Judah, where ſhe continued with her Mother- 
in-Law. I | | 

' And being one day gene out into the Fields 
to glean aſter the Reapers, ſhe was by Provi- 
dence direfled to a Field which belonged to; 


Boaz, a rich and wealthy Man, and near Kinſ-\20 
' man of Elimelech ; who having enquired what 


ſhe was, received her very civilly, commanding 
all bis Servants to afe her kindly , and not to 
diſcountenance ber in any thing. 

Ruth being return'd home, gives Naomi 


Entertainment ſhe had met with, and how by 
the Goodneſs of GOD ſhe bad lighted upon the 
Field of Boaz. - | 

Naomi blefſeth GOD fer his wonderful 
and gracious Providence,and having acquain- 
ted her Daughter-in-Law, that Boaz was near 
a Kinto them ; ſhe told her, that their Kinſ- 
man was to winnow Barley in his Threſhing- 


her ſelf, and go down thither , and watch an 
opportunity after he had eat and drunk and 


laid himſelf to Reft, to tye down at his Feet ;,| 


I' © 


| And thus by a moſt wonderful Providence: 
was Ruth,notwithſianding ſhe-was a Heathen | 


Boaz, as ſoon as he perceived her there, 
ſpoke wery kindly to her, and promiſed to fulfil | 
the Office of a Kinſman in Marrying of ber, 
in caſe one that was a nearer Kinſman than! 
he, ſhould refaſe to do it. All which he per- 


formed accordingly. 


mi —— 


by Birth and Extraflion, married to Boaz, and 
became the Great Grandmother of David,and 
conſequently Mother according to the Fleſh of | 
our LORD and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and was! 
an illaſtrious Inſlznce of the incomprehenſible | © 
Grace of GOD, and a plain Figure of the 
Calling of the Gentiles to the Communion of 
our Saviour, who 3s the Promiſed Seed. | 
This Hiſtory belongs to the time of the 

Government of the Judges, ſet down in the 
Fore-going Book, and relates to a troubleſom \ 
time of Famine and Scarcity, which then 
reigned in \racl.* | 

| Some ſuppoſe that Ruth came with her 
Mether-in- Las Naom1 to Bethlehem about 
the Tear of the World 2730, in the time 
when Thola Judged and Governed the People | 


jof GOD: And note, After that the Iſraelites | 


had been reduc'd to great Extremities by the | 
Invaſion and Oppreſſion of the Midianites, | 


. [whereof we ſind an account in Judges Chap. 6. 


39\and the 3d and 4th Verſes ; where it is ſaid, | 


Children of the Eaſt came up, and En- 
camped againſt them, and they deſtroyed 
[the increaſe of the Earth, leaving no Sub- | 


And ſoit was when Iſrael had ſown, that 
the Midianites, the Amalekites, and the 


ſtance for the Iſraelites, nerther Sheep, Oxen, | 
nor Aſs, infomuch that they were greatly | 


{mpoyeriſhed. [2 
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RUTH FOLLOWETH NAOME || 
Ruth w/l not be perfwaded to leave her Mother-in-Law Naomi » but fallow oF 


; _ her into the Land of Judah. 


| HE Hiſtory of Ruth is ſo conſtde--| the Figure of the Courageand Reſolution 
Af rable, that it has pleaſed the Divine | [wherewith the Church ſhould one day tol- 
| 2, mes 2148. Wiſdom tO record itarlargein | |low Jeſus Chrift through all Perſecutions, 
| | before Gbrif 1298 a Book, by it (clf. ; Fond ſuffered her to come with her to Bethle- 
| nat » Inthetime when the Judges | jhem, the place of her Birth, where they | 
' Ruled Ifrael, there hapned a great Famine | [arrived at the beginning of Barky- Harveſt ; 
in Judea, which obliged a man of Berh- | |and becauſe their Wants prefled hard upon 
 lebem , called Elimelech , with his Wife and | \them, - Ruth defired her Mother-in-Law, to 
ewo Sons,to goand Sojournin the Land of | |give her ]cave to go ro the Fields aGlean- 
| Moab: And Elimelechdying not long after |x0/ing; and having obraind leave,ſhe hghted | 
their Arrival there, Naomi was left there! on a Field which belonged to Boaz,, the! 
| with- her two Sons, whom ſhe Married to| . | Kinſman of Elimelech, Naomies Husband. 
two Dayphters of the Land of Moab,| | Boaz ſoon after being come from Beth-| | 
whereof ſhe who was married to her |- |{ehem , tovilit is REapers, demanded of 
younger Sor was called Ruth. And ten|  |them, who the young Woman was that| © 
. | years after Naomies two Sons died alſo,who| - | gleaned after them; they told him whoſe | ! 
. ſeeing her ſelf a ſorrowful Widow, withour | | Daughter ſhe was , and gave a very good| | 
Husband or Children, told her Daughters-in- | | Character of her. Whereupon he expreſt| 7 
Law, that ſhe was reſolved to return to her | | himfſclt wich much kindneſs co her,charg-! ? 
- own Country, foraſmuch as the had heard, 20 ing her not to goand glean in any other! : 
| that GOD had viſited it with Plenty, as| | Field. -buito abide with his Maidens, and; * 
formerly ;- and therefore deſired them to! | to eat and drink freely of what they had! 2 
| continue 1n their own Corntry, and tolook| | p.ovided; ordering the Reapers alſo, to! ? 
out Husbands tor themſclyes, ro comtort, | drop Ears on purpoſe for her. Se 
_ their Widowhood. \ - | | This great Kindneſs of Boaz has been lookt| | 
\ Bur her 'Davghters-in-Law could not: . | pon by the Fathers, as a Figure of the great | © 
endure to hear of parting with her, and| | bounty and condeſcenſion, with which Jeſus! © 
told her plainly , they were reſolved mA «Chriſt recerved his Church. He did not diſ- 
return with her to Fudea. Whercupon|. | dain her mean condition ; neither her preſent | | 
Naomi repreſenting to them her own deſo- 39 Poverty, nor paſt Idolatry , could make him- 
late condition, and that ſhe had no more! |d-ſpife her. 20:8 30 
Scns tor them to Marry, according tothe] Moreover, this holy Woman Rath, gives a | |. 
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cultom of the Fews,and chat ſhe ſhould be! | Leſſon to all Chriſtians, to -renoznce for ever | - 
much afflicted ro make their Conditions| | their Fathers Houſe, and the Land of their | | 
worſe by tollowing of her , 0rpha at laſt| | Nativity , that is, the Vanity and Corrupt ||| 
(who had been Married to her eldeſt Son)) | Manners of this World, that they may joyn | | 
rook her Farewel of her, ' | themſelves to the People of Jeſus Chriſt. | | 
Orphas Departure feryed only to make! | Neither need they fear to loſe any thing by this ' 
Ruths great Faith and ſtrong Love the more]. | their happy renunctation z for they will find in |: 
1luſtrious and viſible; tor notwithſtanding 49 the Love of our Saviour, ten thouſand times | | 
all the preſling Inſtances of her Mother-in- | more, than ever they could hope for from the | © 


Law , ſhe would by no means hear of _ ſhew of the falſe Pleaſures of this | 


leaving her ; but with an immoveable; | World. i# 


: 


firmneſs and conſtancy of Mind, anſwered! The Poverty of Naomi, which Ruth with j | 


her intheſe terms ; Never think of perſwa-| + ſo much conſtancy embraced;prov'd more advan- iq - 
ding me to part from you, whereſoever you go, | tagious to her, even in this World, than all | 


1 will go, and where you lodge 1 will lodge; the Riches of the Moabites; And they who || 


your People ſhall be my People, andyour GOD! with a firm love and purpoſe of Heart cleave | 5 
my GOD; where you die, I will die alſo, and] tothe Church, when ſhe appears as a deſolate |* 
Death alone ſhall be able to ſeparate me from 50 Widow upon Earth, ſhall at length find their \* 


yo - <1 LY | - » | |Pozerty rewardedwith all the Treaſures Heas || 
Naomi perceiving this fixed conſtancy | ' ven can beftow upon them. f 
of her Daughter-in-Law Reeth, which was| | _—__.. IE LY 
= BOAZ | 
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| Marry her, another Kinſman ( that was 


' | there to do Juſtice to the People, he ſaw the 


| 


eth Ruth. 


96 F > 4-2 
_ Boaz Eipou 


AO MI being informed of Boaz his 

Kindneſs to Ruth , caſt about how 
ſhe might beſt improve this 
Inclination of Boaz, for the 
good of her Daughter-in-Law, in order to 

rocure her a quict and advantagious efta- 

Iiſhment for the reſt of her days. To this | 
end ſheacquainted Ruth, that Boaz was her 
near Kinſman, and ſeeing he was to he that 
Night in his Threſbing floor, near the Field 


N 


The ſame Year 1708. 


oo 


[nr] 


down to Reſt, ſhe ſhould mark the place, | 


| | and lie downat his Feet, who would not 


fail co tell het what ſhe ſhould furcher do. | 


Ruth in obediencerts her Mother-in- Laws 
Command, pertormed what of her ſelf ſhe 
would have been very backward to; and 
being favoured by the darkneſs of the 
Night, came unperceived of. any, and laid 
her ſelf down at Boaz, his Feet, who awa- | 


kening at Midnighr, was aftrighted to find | 


| a Woman lying at his Feet, and demanded ! 


who ſhe was.Rzth having diſcloſed her ſelf, 
repreſented to him, that he was a near 
Kinſman , who according to the order of | 
the Law had a right to Marry her. | 

Boaz, who was then above an hundred | 


of the Daughters of his Age, who for the. 


| moſt part tollowed'the tranſports 'of a | 


blind : Love , and inconfideratecly prefer'd | 
young Men before wiſcand ſtaid Husbands, 
at added, that before he could lawfully 


nearcr than he) was firſt ro declare himſelf, 
whether he were. willing ro perform the | 
duty of a Kinſman towards her,or not. | 

- Accordingly the next day Boaz went to 
the Gare of the City, and being fat down 
with the Magiſtrates and Elders, who met | 


Kinſman he had ſpoke of to Rath paſling | 
by.and having call'd co him, told him an | 
in preſence of Ten of the Elders of the | 
City, that Naomi did intend 40 fell a parcel 
of her Husbands Land,of which hethought 
good to acquaint. him, for that in caſc of 
his Refuſal, he would buy it himſelf: The 


Kinſman having anſwered, that he was wil- 
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where they were a Reaping, ſhe adviſed her | 
to repair thither, ſo as ſhe nught not be |- 
| perccive.iby any; and when he laid himſelf | 


20 


ears of Age, cxpreſt the cfteem he had tor 39 
her;in that ſhe did notimitace the Behaviour | 


Marry Reth. But the Kinſman difliking this 
Propoſal, paſt over his right to Boaz, who 
at the ſame time took the Elders and People 
of his City, to witneſs of his purchaſing 
che Eltate of Elimelech,; and taking Ruth 
to be his Wiſe, who wiſhed him all manner 
of Proſperity and Happineſs with her, that 
ſhe might be like Rachel and Leah,who builr 
up the Houſe of Iſrael,and thar he might be 
famous inBethlehem throughout all Ages. 
Thus was this Marriage conſummated, 
which GOÞ ſoon after bleſſed with the 
Birth of 0bed, who was the Father of Jeſe, 


* We 


occaſion all her Friends and Neighbours 
came to congratulate Naomi , upon this 
happy Fruit of her Daughters Marriage 
afluring her, that ſhe was more happy in 
ſuch a Daughter, than if ſhe had ſeven Sors. 
Naomi allo overjoy'd with her little Grand- 
|Foſter- Mother. Es | 

GOD wculd teach us by this Admirable 
Woman, That G 0 D does not value Perſons 


(by the bolineſs of their Parents, but by their | 
Vertues and Graces. We ſee here Ruth (a | 


{Moabitſh Woman ) born of Idolatrous 
Parents, advanced by the holineſs of her Man- 
ners to the higheft Honour , that was at that 
time attainable upon Earth, by entring into 
[the Gencalogy of our Saviour, and becoming 
"a of his Fore-Fathers according to the 
'Fleſh. 
She teaches us (ſaith S. Ambroſe) not to reſt 
or rely upon any outward Profeſſion of a Reli- 
10N, 207 0n the meer Nameof Chriſtians, as 


" Jews did upontheir Carnal Sacrifices,and 


pon the deſcent from Abraham, of which they 

oaſted continually; but to endeavour to become 
acceptable to. GO D , by doing violence to Our 
own corrupt Inclinations , and by manifeſting 
ior ſelves to be living Members of that Body 
whereof Jeſus Clirilt 35 the Head. For our 
'SaVIQUTL takes only thoſe for bis Spouſes, that 
\are recommendable by their inward Graces,and 
rot by any outward advantages ; He chooſeth 
thoſe only that are meek and humble of Heart, 


O 


5 0 {which 3s the Charafler of the genuine Spouſes 


of our Saviour, and the true Spiritual Virgi- 
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i Boaz, near Kinſman of Ruth, Marries her, according to the Ordinance of 


ling to buy it; Boaz replied, That at the | 
{fame time he bought the Land,he muſt alfo |: 


and Davids Grandfather ; upon which | 


ſon, laid him in her Boſom,and became his 
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The CONT. N TS: 
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| the Beginning of this Book, we 


how bis Mother Conſecrated him to the Service 


upon that occaſion. Next,we find a re{:tion of | 
the inſolent and vicious behaviour of the Sons 
of Eli, who therefore is reproved by a Man: of 
God, who foretels the ruine of his Family, 
and which was afterwards alſo: told him by 
Samuel, whom God dignified with the high 
Calling of a Prophet, and iz owned as ſuch 
| by all the People. Afterwards we ſee here, how 
| the Iſraelites were beaten by the Philiftins, the 
| | Ark of the Covenant taken; which as ſoon as 
| Eli znderſtood, he fell backwards from his Seat 
| and brake his Neck. The Phluliſtins carry the 
_ | Ark into the Temple of their Idol Dagon, 
| which falls down, and is ſhatter d to pieces 
before it , and. the Phuliſtins are grievouſly 
| Plagued by God , whereupon they ſend back 
| the Ark with Preſents , which comes to Beth- 
' ſhemeſh iz the Land of Judah, and from 
' thence is brought to Kiriath-jearim , where 
Samuel begins a notable Reformation of the 
Worſhip of God,ard afſembles the Iiraclites 
| at Mizpeh; the Philiſtins deſigning to ſurprize 
them there, God flrikes a Terror into them by 
great and dreadful Thunderclaps, whereupon | 
| ' they are eaſily defeated by the Jews. j 
The Sons of Samuel, being by him in his 3 
##!d Age appointed to judge the Peoplc, do not 
follow their Fathers iteps , wherefore the I(ra- 
elites demand a King, which diſpleaſeth God, 
who commands Sarmucl to repreſent to them, 
how | their King would treat them, but the 
People notwithſtanding continuing obſtinate in 
their demand, the Lord and hi3 Prophet agree 
to it ; and Samuel re/!s Saul,who was come 19 
him to Mizpeh, that he was to reign over 
1fracl, and Anoints him King, - 
Saul inthebeginning of his Reign,beats the 
| Ammonites ; Samuel /ays down bis Authority 
he formerly had over the People as their Judge, 


|] 


having firfl given an honourable teflimony of | 
his Innocence and Integrity in that (tation. | 


Saul and Jonathan his Son make War againſt 
the Philiftins and others , and defeat them. 
Samuel declares to Saul,that God would take | 
the Crown from him, and Anoints David 
King, who fights with Goliah the Giant, and 
kills bim. Saul being jealous of the Honours 
done to David for this Vifory,ſeeks to kill him, 
_ \who leaving the Court; comes 10 Samuel at 
Natoth, and contratis. a ſtrift and firm League 
of * Friend/bip with Jonathan, he. flees to 
| Actuſh King of the Phuliſtins, where (70 ſave 


—_ÞþJ@a(lbl__ 


an account of the Birth of Samucl,and| - 


of God , and the Hymn of Praiſe /he ſang | 


3 


\rall News is brought bim , that the Phili- 


Oo 


O 


Oo 


% 


# 


O 


GO 


-| with Fourſcore and five Prieſts, and all the 


innocently entertained David, and- furniſht 


[the Town of Ziklag to dwell in, from whence | © 


1LORD,who does not weuchſafe to anfwer him, 


of Endor; David making ready -to joyn the 


name of Samuel, becauſe they contain a rela- 


| Iiracl by a juſt .Zudgme 


Friends and others joyn with him, who is fin 
to.ftray up and down to eſcape Sauls purſuit. 
Saul Murihe-rs Ahimelechy and all his Houſe, 


Inhabitants off the C ity.Nob, only for having 


him with Bread. David hides himſelf in the 
Wilderneſs of Ziph, and from thence retires 
zo. that of Maon , whither Saul purſues him, 


[tins were entred the Land, and having beaten \| | 
them, he continues 10 purſue David ; but at 
laft ackrowledging bis Fault, he prays David 
ro ſpare his Family , when he ſhcald come to 
the Crown. After this we have. a relation of 
the Deatn of Samuel, and what paſt between | * 
David and Abigail the Wife of Nabal; and | 
\hcw Saul,beginning a freſh to perſecute David, | : 
he flees 10 Achiſh King of Gath,who gives him | | 
he makes excurſions upon the Neighbouring 
Pcople, ki{ling many and getting great Spoil. 
After this, the Philiftiis coming with a great 
Force againſt I{racl, Saul asks Counſel of the 


whereupon he addreſſes himſelf to the Witch 


Forces be. had, with thoſe of Achiſh, againſt | :. 
Saul, is countermanded. In his abſence Ziklag | © 
js ſpoiled by the Amalckites ; but ſetting upon |. © 
them, he recovers all the Spoil and Capuves | : 
hey had taken ; And lafily this Book concludes | : 
wh te tragical Death of Saul, and his Sons. 
This firſt Bock of Samuel contains the 
Hiſtory of the Events of 80 Tears, whereof 
14.9 paſt under the Government of El: the | : 
High Pricſt,Chap.4.18.and the gther 4.0 under- | 
theGovernment of Samuel and Saul, Afs 13.21. 


This Book(as well as the following) bear the 


ton of his Anceſtors, his Birth, his Education, 
his younger years, his Life and ACtions, his 
overnment and Death z az likewiſe the 
ves of thoſe Kings, who by the Command of 
God were by him Anointed over Iſracl. The 
ptuagint, and the 0/4 Latin Interpretation, | * 
joyn theſe two Books of Samuel with the two | © 
ollowing,, and call them the four Books of | © 
Kings, becauſe in theſe four Books bre related | - 
the Lives and principal Actions of all the 
Kings that Reigned over the Jews , from the 
firſt ro the laſt, in whom this Monarchical | © 
Govcrntneat ceaſed, and was extinguiſht in | | 
BD || S&4-] 


= 


I o8 —_ [76 ] L Sam. 1. 


: Samuel 1 


| | Hannah Confecrates her Son Samuel wo the LORD , and delivers him ts 
| 5 Eli the High Pricft. — 


AMYUEL being to appear one day in; aroſe each time and went to Ek, $0 know 
I che World with the luſtre of a great| what his pleaſure was ; bur che fourth time, | 
The firſt year of Wii's and holy Prophet, GOD| |Elthaving informed Samuel, that it was 
| Ewethar the Agetfore- Aſpoſed him thereto from| [the LORP that called him, GOD ſpuke 
coke irrk 04 2s (S tender Infancy. Hannah| |to him, and forctpld the terrible difaſters 
before Chrift 1156 his Mother, who was more} {that were ta fallon B/j, andall bis Hewſe ; 
lorious in having ſuch a Sor, than if ſhe] | he told hina, He could no longes endure 
fad been Mother of the greateſt Prince] | the unhappy negligence of that coo. 1ndub | . 
| in the World, after ſhe had been a long| | gent Fatber, who knawing the difarders | 
time barren, was inſtant in Prayer to GO D,|19 and crimes his Sons committed, and ſeeing 
till at laſt ſhe obtain'd this Chi/d, which was| |in how many ſevcral ways they profancd 
the fruit of her Prayers, and the reward of| | the Sacredneſs of his Temple and Altar , 
her Faith. And thus Holy Mother knowing]. | contented himſelf with giving them a 
- that her Child was the gift of GOD, made} | ſlight Reproof, inſtead of being animated 
no difficulty to return him to the Doror.| ' | againſt them with' an haly Zea/ for the 
She did not -content her felf to redeem} | Glory of GOD; and further declared unto 
him with Money, or to offer him up for! {| him, that ſuch were the enormous Cyimes 
ſome years only; but ſhe conſecrated him! - |'of that Family, that they ſhould never be 
cothe LORD all his Life time. She had| | expiated by all the Sacrifices Eli did or 
' no ſooner Weaned him, bur her gratitude/29 could offer. 
| toGOD preſſed her to dedicate him to his The next Morning El: was very urgent | 
| Service, from whom ſhc had received him;| | with. little Samuel, to know of him, what 
| andby a ſtrange diſengagement from all} | the LORD had ſaid unto him, which th0 hc 
h + | human Conſiderations, ſhe in oppoſition} | was very loath to do', out af the grear 
=þ co her natural cendernefſs for her only and} | reſpect he had for hin, yet upon his ſolemn 
| long looke for Sor, and to all appearance] © | conjuring of him, he told him all. Eh | 
* | of: Reaſon, conſecrated himtoGO D in his| | acknowledging art .laſt the juſtice of the 
| farſt Infancy, delivering him into the hands| | Sentence paſt againſt him, and his Family, 
k _ | of Ek, when he was butabout three Years| | found too late, that it is not ſufficient for 
| | ' of Age, no more conſidering him as heri39.a Father ro be good himfelf, if he does | 
_ | own,butGods,to whom ſhe had given him. | | not uſe his utmolt endeavours to make his | - 
A 'Thus Hannahs Sacrifice did in ſome ſore! | Children ſo likewiſe, and with a moſt hum- | 
reſemble that of Abraham, becauſe in part-| | ble ſubmiſſton,difpoſed himſelf to undergo | 
| ing with her Son to GYD ſhe beliey'd ſhe did} | the Puniſhment he had deſerved by the too | 


nothing clſe, but render to GOD, what was| | indulgent Education of his Children. 


| =o \ his own,and what ſhe could not(without a There are ((aith S.Gregory) many Followers | 
Ho, kind of Sacriledge) withhold from him. and Imitators of Eli, as well in the private | 
| GOD rewarded this Devotion of the] | Houſes of Chriſtians, as iz the Church, I | 


i | | Am Mwdizrcr. Mother in the abundant cftu-| | mean (faith he), thoſe Paſtors who ſuffer their | 
- ' ſion of his Graces upon her Sor. And when|49 Spiritual Children to /ive in all manner of | 
if | in the 127h year of his Age he was em-| | Diſorderlinejs, by @ cruel complaiſance and. 

ployedin the Service of El the: High Prieft,| | compliance, being cruel to themſelves, as well | 
and the Miniſtry of the Temple , where he| 445 tothoſe whoſe Wounds they diſſemble, when | 
lay alſo by Night not far trom the Ark,| | indeed they ſhould by. ſearching them to the 
| GOD favourd him with a Revelation ;| | bottom , endeavour to. heal them :: Foraſmuch 
7 from which ic night be judg'd,how great| | as 7t plainly appears from this Figure, thatin | 
| a Propbethe was like to be > arrived at| |ſo _ they draw, down upon themſelves. and | 
E - '* | his Manhood, to whom G0OD manifeſted| | zhezr Flock, the juft Anger and Judgments : 
F - | himſelf ſo remarkably in his carlyChildhood- | | of an. incenſed God, who will not ſuffer him- 
| | | | 60D called to him thrice, as be was 5a ſelf to be mocked, and will in a more ſpecial | 
| laid down to ſleep; but Samael ſuppoſing | | manner be ſanflified by thoſe , mbo draw neqr 
| it to be the Voice of E/i the High Prieft,| | unto him. and ſerve at the Altar. _ _ 
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ſhment of Eli, ____ | 
—_ ——— c ———_— ent _9i LS — NID | 
GOD, in order to puniſh Eli the High Pricſt for his negligence in Reprowny : | 
| __the Diſorders of his Children, ſuffers him (up bearing_the News of _ |; 
__-_ their being Slainy and the taking of the Ark) to from bis __ |: 
NL) 2195 | Seat, and break his Neck. _ MD WEET 
F\09D being about to fulfil the Judg- Encouraging one another to quit thern- i 
ments he had denounced againit the| |ſelves like Men, their Fear having made | ! 
wv wed ang. Houle of Eli, he firrd upa| |rhem deſperate,they fell like an irreſiſtible |: 
before Chrif 1116 New War againſt the Jews,| jrorrent upon the Jews, took the Ark, |* 
from their Neighbours the Philiftins. This| |killed the ewo Sons of Ejj that carricd it, |* 
| Nation were the open and profelt Enemies {cut down Thirty Thouſand of them, and | : 
of the People of GUD,and was made uſe off |putthereſt to Flight a 
by him, as a powerful Inſtrument of his Old £1i, all this while, who could not |? 
| Juſtice and Vengeance to puniſh the Fews,| |preſage any great good to the Iſraelzres, | | 
_ | forthair Crimes and Diſobedicnce againſt 19 {at by the way-ſfide, impatiently expecting | 


| kim. | _ .|to hear che Event of the Battle, and the |! 
| . Accordingly at this time the LORD| - |rather, becauſe the Ark of the LORD was | : 
| being highly provoked (by the Apoſtacy}| |concernd, that good Man (for fo he was | | 
and Backlliding of the Fews,and their great] |notwithſtandingall his Fallin )crembling | ! 
contempt and prophanation of his holy] |ar the apprehenſion of us falling into the |? 
Laws and Ordinances ) hid his Face from| |hands of the Philifins, and being pro-1: 
chem, would nor aſliſt them againſt their] |phaned by them. : 
Enemies,but made them to be diſcomfired.} | - Atlafta Man of Benjamin having cſca- | | 
The Jews bcing ſurprized at this their}. - |ped out of the Army came to. Shiloh, and | © 
unhappy Expedition againſt their Enemies, |29 gave Eli an account of the cotal defeat of |! 
l 


| thought they could force the LORD to be c Armyz who no, ſoqner heard him.fay;! | 


| of their fide, by carrying the Ark, of his| [that the Ark was taken, but like a Man|! - 


\ | Prefence with them. ſtunn'd with a violeat Blow, he fell down! | 

| But GOD, who will nor ſuffer himſelf] |from his Scar, and brake his Neck, [3 
| ta be mocked, and when he is provoked,| | His Daughter in-Law, the Wife of Phijz| : 
| withdraws his gracious Preſence from all! | neas, having underſtood the Death of her! 
| the moſt holy outward things and Ordi-| | Husband, and the taking of the Ak, with! : 
| nances, ſuffer'd the Ark to go to the Camp,| | the Death alſo of. Elithe High Prieft , her| | 
| withour concerning himſelf about 1ts|39 Father-in-Law, ſhe immediately fell inta| | 
| preſervation. No ſooner was it arrived} |Labour, and died ſoon after ſhe had! ! 
| there,bur rhe Army receiy' dit with a general: | brought forth a Say, whom ſhe called! * 
| Shout,and jJoytul Acclamations, not kaow-| . | Ichabod, becauſe by the taking. of the Ark, * 
Ing, that the very thing from whence they] |the Glory was departed from. Iſrael. - | 
| expected their good ſucceſs, would prove] | Never was there a, mare Remarkgble| | 
| their confuſion, as well as their great] |Inſtance of Gods Severity in paniſbing the | | 
| affliction 3 and that thoſe two wicked| |prophanation of Holy things ; newer a more | | 
| Prieſts, Hophni and Phineas, the Sons of Eli, |teaching Leſſon, That nothing incenſeth God | * 
{ who carried the 4rk; and whom G0 D|. |higher, than the Sins and diſorderly Lives of | | 
| regarded wich the Eye of his #7arh,would golPricfts, whoſe Holineſs ought to appeaſe the || 

| draw down more myſchiet upon them,than| |Diyine Wrath, when it is gone forth againſt | 


1 


[ ;, 


| the Preſence of the Ark, wauld procure] |zhe People. _ 1 : 
{them Favour. SER. It teaches alſo us Chriſtjans , wat to put || 
The Philiflins underſtanding that the| | |ſucb confidence in the moſt holy Euchariſt, | | 


| 4k was with the Iſraelites, cancluded| |whereof the Ark was a Figuze, as nor at the | | 


| themſelves beaten, and crying out, Wo unte| [fame time to endeavour after Holineſs, which | | 
us for their GOD 3s.come into the Carap3.| [only can diſpoſe us tobe meet partakers of that | | 


| who ſhall deliver us fram thoſe mighty Gods,}_ {Heavenly Bread, and. without which ( by. 
[that  ſmote the Egyptians with all the oaching to that Holy Table) we ſhall only | | 


- _ RE ee ce eee Heer nes: anc. oy © Coat cu, " 


4 P lagues e ' Howeyer at length, ſomewhac i onn.C: 
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- | thatashe1snot at all like, ſo neither can | 


0, ag 


—_— 1 
op 


The Idob of D A 


> ma >; 77 my pane PT DT 
1Zhe Philiftins having placed the Ar 
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GO N ifulls betprc the ATR K. 
3 and fad F mics: poIngons | 
PHUM | the Ark in the Tem 
dE Falls down before it. and is broke to pieces. .G 


1 


; HE Arkof G OD being thus taken, 
 andin the hands of the Encmics of 

© Gods People, ſeemed now to 
banks Lf A "- have loft all that Honour and 
Glory,which till then GOD had ever digni- 
fied it with, but the Sequel of this Hiſtory 


will better inform us and make-it appear, | 


chat this holy Shrine of the Divine Pre- 
ſence, was never more illuſtriouſly glori- 
ous, thanin this 1cs Captivity amongſt the 
Philiftins. | 

- Theſe Tdolaters, as ſoon as they faw 
themſelves Maſters of this Holy thing,carried 
1t to'A/bdod,and put it into the Temple,near 
their Idol Dagon, cxcellently repreſenting 
to us by this their Sacriledger and Profana- 
tion, the Crime of thoſe , who in the ſame 
Heart endeavour to joyn God and Belial, 
and to make an Alliance berween his holy 


Worſhip and the Service of Devils. But God j20 


by an 1]laſtrious Inſtance, made it appear, 


he haveany Communion with falfe Gods. | 
Dagon could not ſtand: his ground ar the 
Preſence of the Ark, and the next Morning 
chey found the 7do/ fallen on its Face before 
it. The Men of Aſbdod being extremely 
| furprized and troubled at this ſhameful 
| fall of rheir Idol, did cheir endeavours to 
rear up this God again, who was notable 
to do ſo much tor himſclf, and pur him in 
his place as betore;-bur the next day they 
had: the affliction co, ſce their 1do/ caſt 
| down once more, without either Head or: 
. Hands. © ws tf 
| - Yer che Divine Vengeance did not ſtop| 
| here, bur paſſing from the 1do/; ro the 


Tdolaters themſelves, all the Inhabitants of | 


Aſbdod were ſmitten with a ſhametul and 


Fruits of their Ccantry were deſtroyed by a 
| prodigious mulcitude of Mice ſent amongſt 
{| chem. This filthy Plague, which hindred 


them from firting down, by reaſon of the! 
| extreme Pain they endured in char part ;|\ 
" "| and which was an admirable Figureof the 


ſhametul and ſecret Plagues of Sin, did fo 
attrighrand daunt the' Mer of A/bdod, who 


were very ſentible, that what they ſuffer'd [5 


was ancttcct of cheir Oatrage doneto the 


Lend 


Q 


[ith the Plague of Emrods, and forced them to ſend back the Ark. __ 
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of Dagon,near to that| 
[mites the Philiſtins |. 


Ark; being in this reſpe& more happy | 
than they, who when they are punih'd | 

[for rheir profanation of Holy things , are 
alcogerther inſerfible , without taking any 
Inotice of the Hand of GOD, that ſtrikes 
The Philiftins therefore being no longer 
able to endure the Preſence of that G09 D, 
had been made fo 
ſenſible of ro their great Sorrow, ſent the 
Ark away' to other of their Cities; but 
finding that t fill drew the ſame Plagaes 
along with it, and fearing in the end to be 
all dettroyed by it, aſſembled their Priefts 
and Diviners, to give them advice whar 
was beſt for them ro do in this caſe; who 
pavethem a Counſel whereby G 0 D was 
glorified, by an Ecernal Monument of his 
[Vengearice exerted againſt his Enemies. 
They order'd them to ſend back the Arb, 
with five golden Images of the Emrods,and 
as mary of the Mice wherewith the Lord 
had plagued them, according to the num- 
ber of their Lords and Principal Cites, that 
had been afflicted with theſe ſore Jude- 


whoſe Power they 


Thus we ſee that the Divine Glory ſhone 
forth moſt conſpicuouſly on this occaſion ,' who 
without the intervening of any bumap help, 
olforced the Enenues themſelves 10 ſet free the 
Holy Ark 'from the Captivity wherein it had 
The Foy they were ſeized with, 
 iby finding themſelves Maſters of it, was ſoon | 
|changed to extreme grief and ſorrow ; the 
preſent Evils they lay under making them fill 
fear and apprehend greater, yea, utter and final 
ruine and deſirutton. 
We ought to learn from this Hiſtory , that 
the Foy Men ſometimes have, from their being 
dolorous Plague 1n the molt ſecret parts of 4opoſeſt of that which indeed belongs to'God, 


cheir Bodjes, at the ſame time that all thej: :; 


been detained. 


always proves a very ſhort and deceitful Joy ; 
and tho they may not ſee the Plague wherewith 
God ſmites them, becauſe it is behind them, 
and in 'a part that is cut*of their view (as 
S.Gregory obfcryes)yer they muft not doubt,but 
that God will ſooner or later avenge the abuſe 
and profanation of that which 1s boly and 
conſecrated '10 him , by the Exemplary and | 
Eternal jhbame and reproach of thoſe, who 
unjuſtly have arrogated it, or made themſelves 
Maſters of it, | | | 
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The Philiſtins ſend back the Ark to Judea, to avoid the Plagucs wherewith 
Be” GOD had aſjucted them. | E 
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HE Philiftins being no longer able 

to bear the Preſence of the Ark of 
DRE: that GOD, who inflicted 
Plague. upon Plague upon 


ners, and provided a New Cart , and two 


OO > ——— + —'— a —— 


ſhur up at home from them ; to the end, 
| thatif the Mine, contrary to their natural 
inſtin&t, ſhould rake their way towards the 
| Land of Iſrael, they might be aſſured from 
chis ſapernarural Violence, that it was nor 
| by chance that theſe Plagues had followed 
' them; bur chat they were a viſible effect 
' of the Divine Power, who had thus aven- 
| ged the Profanation of the Ark of his 
| Preſence. = 

| - . GOD waswilling fo far to comply with 
| their weakneſs, as to make theſe Beaſts 
| (contrary to the natural tenderneſs they 
| had for their 7oung) to rake the ſtrait. way 
to Bethſhemeſh, lowing as they went, which 
' was an evident token that their Natural 
| Jove\ to their 7oung ſtill continued , bur 
| that it was over-aw'd by Omnipotence it 
ſelf." Thus they drew it along the: High- 
way that led co Fudea; and by this means 


them, followed the Advice of their Dizi-P 


Milch Kine to draw it, whoſe Calves they | 


IO 


[) » 


2 O 


= I w 


ba 


| became an {admirable Figure to gll rrue 
| Chriſtians, teaching them, 7 hat the only. way 
 t0 go' to God, is by raiſing ones ſelf above,and 


: | . The Lords and Grandees of the Philiftins 
71 followed the 4rk, as being deſirous to be 
TW | Eye-witneſles of this conſpicuous Miracle, 
and were {truck with Admiration, -when 


i City of the Fews they mer with on their 
| way. 3 nn } 
| The Inhabitants of this City were ſur- 


| Ark return'd, as being the precious Pledge 


Abſence of which all Ifrael/ had mourrn'd 
for the ſpace of ſeven Months. But alas ! this 
their Joy was ſoon turned to Tears and 
' Sorrow, when they found that. this holy 


before it had the Philiftins ; for the Beth- 
Jhemites out of curioſity opening the Ark, 


_. 


of the Divine Preſence amonelt them, to 
MY k 


Pledge ſpared: the Fews as little now, as | 


: 


O 


| 
| 
| 


: 
: 


| 
' 


to pry into it, the Lord ſmote ther with a 
= Plague, whereof no leſs - wk Fifry 


they had looked into the Atk of the Lord. 


. 


ins had Ictt with them.. 


that he, of whom the Ark was a Figare, 


deſires nothing more than to pour forth |: 
his Favours and Benefirs upon all __ ! 
d 


do-nor ſome way or other oppoſe an 


when his Juſtice is provoked, he ſhews the 
om of his Power, in the puniſhmene 
of ſuch,who deſpiſe and abuſe his Goodneſs 


 thwarting ourEarthlyAﬀeCtions and Paſſions. | and Long-ſuſering. 


The Bethſhemires hemed ta honour the 


Ark, by the great expreſſions of Joy , where« 


with they received it amongſt them after 
= Fa ; . - . = 0 
its jeven Months. Captivity 5 but their Foy 


_ | they ſawthe Hine ſtop as foonas they were | was a proud and wain Foy ; they ploried 
- come to Bethſhemeſh, which was the firſt | {im their being the poſſeſfors of this Sacred 


wap. without being. careful humbly to obey 


the Law of that God , who thence diſperſed | || 
ts ©! 49;his holy Oracles; and who in a ſignal man-\.. 
prized with extraordinary Jpy to ſee the | 'ner had imprinted the Marks of his Divine | |. 


Preſence pon it. 


| | 


A 


thouſand died ; Becauſe (ſaith the Scripture) 


The horrour wherewith they were ſeiz'd |; 
at this ſudden deſtruction, made then cry |* 
out with fear and trembling , Who is able to |* 
ſtand before this Holy Lord God ? Or, Where |: 
\/ball we beſtow this dreadful Pledge of his | 
Omnipotent preſence? So they ſent Meſſen- |: 
gers to the Inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, | 
fro ferchthe Ark of the LORD the. Phili-| > 


Thus (faith S.Gregory) many drawing near | | 
'zothe Holy Euchariſt, with a too-bold Confi-| © 
(dence, do periſh in the SanEtuary z becauſe by 
their careleſneſs to examine themſelves, and. 
neglefling to come with a pure Soul to bat of 
the Lamb without blemiſh , they find their | | 
death in that ; which to the pure and worthy | © 
go Receivers 3 a Spring of Lite. I 
| b: 'CGe 2-22 


44 
at 
3%. 
- 
SS 


þ a 


They 'of Miriath-jearim came accord- | | 
ingly, and fetchtthe Ark of the LORD and |: 

rought it into the Houſe of Abinadadb, on |: 
the Hill of their City, where being the |: 
. place wiych GOD had choſen for its abode; |: 
he did nor only not Plague that Country, as |: 
he had done the Philiflins and the Beth- |: 
ſhemiies, but bleſſed them with all mannee || 
of Bleſſings; making it apparent to all, |: 
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 eurn their backs upon them ; but -withal, | * 
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foregoing Relations ; and 
©. GOD made it appcar (by nis 
raiſing Samuelto Honor and great Autho- 
rity)that when he is inclin'd to favour a 
People , the firit thing he Gdocs is to fend 
them good Paſtors and Governcurs. 


The ſame year 2888. 


This boly Prophet , 'hnding himfclt ani- | 
| mated by the Spirit of G OV, preached toj10 


all Iſrael, repreſenting th;cir Sins to them, 
and pronufing them , that in caſe they: 
would relinquiſh and dettroy their Idots, 


happy and ſucceſsſul for time to come,and! 


' that GOD weuld deliver them from the! . ! 
- | tyranny of the Philiftins. Whereupon they 


' having declared , that chey would follow 


his Advice, and actually deſtroying the; 


them; Samuel commanded them to afſem-! 


' ble themſelves at Mizpeh, that he might! 
pray for them there unto the LORD. . | 


The Iſraelites being met there from all, 


parts accordingly, they kept a ſolemn Faſt 


| tothe LORD, humbling themſelves before: 
! GOD, and confeſling their Sins. Whilit they | 


. [were engaged in theſe Acts of Devotion, | 
they were ſurprized with the News which 


| made an Inroad upon tacm, an: were 
| drawing near to give them Battle. 


Theſe Enemies of GodsPeople,putftt up with 


their former Succeſſes , and knowing that 


the Jews were all Aſſembled. at Mzzpeh, | 


thought they had now a fair occaſion: 


offer d them to deſtroy them all rogerher : 
in oneday ; and not knowing that GOD, 


ſucceſs they had tormcrly had againſt them, | 
Samuel , Upon thus unexpected Alarm, 


and the earneſt Inſtances of che Zews, thar 
he would cry to GD, io fave them from 


the hand of the Philitins, rook a ſucking. 
 'Lamb and offered it tor a Burnt Offering | 
untethe LYRD, which prov'd ſo accepra- | 
ble & him, -thac Thundering with prodt- | 


F | TH 
| ſuch as hath been fer down 1n thel 


'the Fews took occaſion to 
demand. a King of Samuel, 
that might govern them, like 
Tdols of Baat and Ajhtaroth trom amongſt! 2ojall other Nations. Samuel was 


defeated them. | © 
Thus Samuel (by this Sacrifice which he | 
offter'd to GO D, to regoncale him with his | 
People) rcitared ta the Jews their Peace and | 
Liberty , and governed them afterwards | 
with the carc and love of a render Father. 

Bur his old Age put a {top ro thecurrent | 
of all this Proſperity he had pracur'd for | 
them, for Samuel's Sons degenerating from | 
the godlinefs and wiſdom of their Father, | 
aim dat nothing more than the ſatisfying | 


[ 


' and cleave tothe LORD, they ſhould be] |of their Covetouſneſs, by taking Bribes and. 
[perverting 7udgment. 


From thus 1]] adminiſtration of his Sons, | 
Auno Mundi 2909, 

Samuel being then | 
Go years of Age,and 

having govern'd the | 
Jews (fince the death | 
of Eh) 21 years and | 


extremely troubled at this hulk | 


their demand, and complaining of it "Y 


the LORD 1n Prayer,he anſwer'd-him, That | 
the Jews by this demand had affronted 
him himſelt, by rejx&ing him co be their 
Ming and Sovereign ; but however, bad him 
do as they deſired. Yer withal, he charged 
Samuel to fer before them, how their New | 
King would behave himſelf, and whar 


was brought them , thar. the Philjlins had Zo; Treatment they might expect- from hus | 


* va = 
ins are defeated by 


them, kill d vaſt numbers, and rorally | 


hands, tho nothing of all this could alter | 


the refoJutiou'they had fixed to be like | 
other Nations , let it coſt them never fo | 


mach. 


We are apt to admire (as the Fathers ob- | 
ſerve) that the Jews ſhould be ſo beſotted, as 
to prefer the Government of a Man, before that 


of GOD himſelf, wherewith they were digni- | 
(who is the ſole diſpoſer of V:iEtory ) was; ified above all other Nations of the World ; 


himſelf, whoſe Members they are. For we. ſay 
'often of our Saviour , as they in the Golpel 


| [reconciled to his Pec»/2 at the Interceilion |, ,|and yet at the ſame time we do not wonder «ſo © 
of Samuel, they made ſure of the fame! much to ſee Chriſtians preferring the Devil to | 
be their Prince and Head, before Jeſirs Chriſt | 


04 Er og 


did - Wewlll not have this Man to Reign | 


:OVETL us: And 0n the other fade » we very. fre- | 


quently tell the Devil, not from our Mouths, 
arc thy Sabjefts. 


(but our Hearts, Thouart our King, and we . 
We do not care 10 achnow- | 


—_—_——— —_— ” - m—_— —_— 


gious 7hunderclaps and Lightnings upon the 50 ledge or ſubmit our ſelves ro the Empire of 
'GUD over ys; for our Law,as well as thine,is | 


Philiſtins,chey were thereby ſtruck into ſuch | 


a conſternation, that they* berook them- 
ſclves to flizht in great contuſion, and the 


ozr own Will, aud we do not care to depend upon 
any thing but our ſelves. IHE 
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The Anoynting of 


| Samuel by the Command of G O 


— __ + _—_ Lt... 


D Anois Saul-to 


be King of the Jews. 


0D having reſolved to let the Jews} 
have my Will, Saul _ choſen! 
Yaz 2009. CNET King aftcr this manner : 
bebe Gin 1095: Kiſh his . Rs having loit 
his A/es, he ſent his Son Sazl with one of 
his Servants toſeck them, but not meeting 
with them, after a long and tedious ſearch, 
Saul was reſolved to return home agan : 
| But his Servant having repreſented to him, 
| that there was a Man of G 0D, that is, a 
Prophet .near the place where they then 
were, and that they ſhould do well to con- 
ſulc him, for that probably he would 
| direct them to find the Afes; Saul con- 
| ſented to his Advice. 
' Accordingly Saul and his Servant went 


. to the Czty before thern to enquire for the | 


| Prophet , and they were no ſooner entred 
' into It, but Samuel mer them, the LOR D 
| having the day before told him, that about 
| that time the next day, he ſhould meet with 
| a Man, whom he was ro Anoint King over 
_ | his People Iſrael, as being rhe Perion he 
| had deligned to be the Deliverer of his 
_ | People, from the oppreſſion and violence 


— 


IO 


29 


Son, not knowing what was become of 
him ;z and that ſoon atccr he ſhould meet 
wich a great number of Prophets, and. 
ſhould Prophecy with them himſelf. | 
{ This Man fo happy according to the 
Eyeof the World, who in his ſearching for 


leaſt hint co his Father of what had paſt. 
But G 0D willing to have him publickly ; 
declar'd King m preſence of all the Peophe, | 


'order'd Samuel toappoint a general Mect- | 
1ngot them at Mizpeh. When they were | 


'aſlembled chere , Samuel repreſented to 
| 


| 


| 


that they might know whom G 0 D had 
appointed to that Dignity. = 


; Tribe on Saul the Son of Kiſh; who havi 
abſenred and hid himſelf, was brou 

_ | forthand declared King by Samuel ; w 

. ſhewing him to the People, told them, that 


h 


Aſes had found a Kingdom, did notgive the |: 
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them the great Evil they had committed 
in rejecting G 0D, who had fo miracu- | 
'louſly. preferv'd and deliver'd them, and 
deſiring a King; and bad them caſt Lots, | 


When they had calt Lots , the Lot fell |: 
upon the 7ribe of Bexjamin., and in that |: 
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| of the Philiſtins. | the LORD had choten him to be their King, | | 
' As ſoon as Samzel ſaw Saul, the LORD | Who was the moſt comly and tall Perfon |: 
repeatcd rhe ſame aſſurance co him, that he | of all Iſrael. q 

| was the Man; whereupon Samuel invited | Sax! being declar'd King, cx'ried hime |? 
| Saul to Dine with him, and told him, that 4Q {clt ar firit with a great deal of Modeſty ; © 
| hemuſt ſtay with him that Night, wiſhing © | and Humulity ; bur nor long after he made |? 
' himnot to be concern'd about his Fathers 1t appear, and chiefly by the Sacrifice, he: ? 
| Aﬀes, becauſe they were already found! | Would nceds himiclt offer tro G 0 D, wich- | | 
| Saul, after he had bcen enterrain'd by, | out ſtaying for Samuel to whom that holy | © 
Samuel with all manner of Honour and| | Fwnilion did belong, that it is a rare and |? 

| Reſpect, was call'd up by him the next | difficult thing for Men to continue hum- | * 
' Morning by break of Day , ard having | Þle, aftec they arcarrived to the highelt |; 
' accompanied him through the Cizy, he bid| 18 


| Saul command his Servait to paſs on} _ 


© 


l 


Pinnacle of Sovereign Power. 
Bed he Fathers have always conſidered Saul, as 

before, for he had ſomething from G 0 D!, _ the Figure of thoſe who are choſen to high 
| to communicate to hims Fi places either in Church or State, who ought | 
| As ſoon as Samuel ſaw himſelf alone! alway to tremble when they ſee themſelves raifed \ 
: with Sazl,he took a Vial of 0i/ and poured! above others, yea, even when they ſeens to have || 
; t upon his Head, and kifed him ; adding, great aſſurances, that GOD. himſelf calls theme |* 
| that what he had done- was by exprefs' | to thoſe employments ; becauſe if once they tend | * 
| order of the. LOR D, who had choſen. him! | an ear t0 the enticements of Pride and Ambi- | 
to be King over his People Iſrael. And for: | tion, without conſidering that they are the | 
proof that what he had ſaid was true, he| \Ofticers andServants of thatGod,who reſifis the | © 
told him that on his way, near to Rachels ' | Proud, he at laſt rejetts them, notwithſtanding [Þ 
 Sepulchre, he ſhould meet with thoſe, who co the Choice he had before made of them, and | 

would tell him that the Afes were found, ' takes that away from them, ſince they are proud, | { 
and that his Father was no more concern'd| which he had beftowed 
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his Armour-bearer. 
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"Jonathan and 
| Jonathan, Saul's Son, accompanzed only with his Armour-bearer, goes into the 


———Camp of the Philiftins, and puts them to Flight. _ 


_———— 
- —  - —— 


| C\MAUL being cſtabliſht King,and waging |, |tho they were very faint for want of Mear, 
| War againſt the Enemies of Iſrae/, the | |and-tired with the hard purſuit after the 
ow Medi 2911, Philiſtins gathered themſelves | |Philiftins, yet durſt not car. any of ic, 
| before Chriſt 1093. 5 ogy in great numbers ro | |becauſe of the Kings Carſe : But Foxathay, 


| fight him. Saul on his part was not idle | {who knew nothing of what had paſt, forc'd 
on this occaſion, but aſſembled what Forces | jby extreme faintneſs and wearineſs, dipt 
_ | he could tooppoſe their deſigns: And as| ithe end of a Rod he had in his Handinto 
* | both the Armies were encamped near one | |a Honey-Comb, which he had no ſooner 
| another,after ſevcral Skirmiſbes andArtacks, | |taſted, but he found himſelf wonderfully 
| Fonathan the Son of Saul, took a moſt He- 9/{trengrhned and refreſhed. 

' roick reſolution, founded upon his ſtrong | In the Ezening, after they had refreſhed 
| Faith and Confidence in GOD ; for having | [and reſted themſelves a while, Sau! made 
| call'd his Armour-bearer, he communicated | [a Propoſal of falling again upon the Phili- 


 tohim thedefign he had formed of ſerting |: |/tins by Night ; but chought ic adviſeable | 


| | upon the Philiſtins, as being aſſured,thac it | - {before he undertook that Enterprize, to 
; was as cafic forthe LORD to deliver by | |ask Counſel of GOD, as he did, but recciv'd 
| few as by many, with whoſe Blefjing even | |no Anſwer; from whence he concluded, 


| a ſingle Man might be ſufficient to defeat | |that ſome one or other of his Army had | 


| |provoked the LORD, and ſwore, That who- 
' As ſoonashis Armour-bearer had declar'd 20|focver he was (thoit were Forathan him- 
| himſelf willing and ready co accompany | |felt ) he ſhould certainly die. Accordingly 

' him, they both got up an high Rock, | {he order'd Lors tobe calt, and the Lor fell 


| 


' which was berween the Camp of. the Iſfrae- | jupon orathan. 


| a whole Army. | 


 fites and that of the Philiftins ; and not- | Saul ſecing his Son taken by the Lor, 


withſtanding they were diſcover'd by the | jdemanded ot him what he had done? 


| Enemy, they boldly ventur'd in the fight of | Zonathan told him , he had only taſtcd a 


2, "He: Ms _1 SamXIV. 


— 


— > —— 


' them, toclimb up another Rocky Precipice | (little Honey,and bemoan'd himſelf, that for | 


DC I 


could come to their Ourguards , whom zo with a ſtrange firmneſs perſiſted in his refo- 
they fell upon, andarthe firſt Onſet kill'd | lution of having his Soz put to death, 
' rwenty of them; which Action having | . |becauſe he had been the means of hindring 
' alarm'd all che Camp, and GOD art che ſame | |the total overthrow of the Philiſtins. 
' time ſmiting them with Terror and Con- | | Bur the People, who were extremely 
fuſion, they turn'd their Arms each Man | jpleas'd with this Heroick undertaking of 
againſt his Fellow, routing and deteating | iFonathan, ſwore they would never ſuffer 
| themſelves. ' 'him to be putto death, by whom GOD 
The Noife of chistheir Confuſion and | {had wrought ſo miraculous a deliverance 
; | Diſorder being heard by the Iſraelites; | ifor them , and fo rcfcued him from his 
' Saul made enquiry who was found want- , , Fathers hands. | 
_ | ing amongſt them, and: being told that! | This Hiſtory (fay the Fathers )teacheth us, 


UN EE EE ns 


' Jonathan was abſent,he ſoon gueſſed what | - \how dangerous a thing it is to taſte never ſo | 
' had hapned, and thereupon made all the | |/zrtle Honey ; that 35, the Pleaſures of this E 
' haſte he could to purſue rhe Philiftins, and | {World, and to let our ſelves be ſeduced by the | 


| to finiſh a Victory his Sor had fo happily | ſweetneſs of them, after the great and miracu- 
. | and couragiquſly begun. And to the end; |/ous Viftories we have obtained againſt the 
| he might che better husband this happy | i; Devils, who are here repreſented by the Phu- 
' opporcunity of giving them a total detear, | liſtins. - | 
and being fully avenged of them, he curſed! © This Honey (faith S. Ambroſe) pleaſeth us 
' thoſe that ſhould car any thing unul che 5 of for the preſent,but at laſt brings Death with it, 
Evening. 5 FI 
- | | The ſoon after being come into! !rience, if the greatneſs of his former Afions 
a Word, where they found ſtore of Honey, had not been ſufficient to obtain his Za 7 
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'45 Jonathan would have found by ſad Expe- | 


upon their. Hands and Feet before they | ſo ſmall a matter he was todie; bur Say/ | 
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| Sam. XV. 


| FI\AE Sins of the Amalekites being 


| | all cheir Herds and Cattle, without faviog 


\inſtead, of ſimply obeying this expreſs 


0 


| Cattle. 
| GOD being o"—_ with this raſh and 


E: preſurnpruous iſobedience of Saul to his 20 only this tavour of Samuel, that at leatt he © 


- [the Charge G9 D had'laid upon him, was 


| glory whereof he had ſullicd and obſcur'd 


had performed: the Commandment of the 


_ ithem in Sacrifice wnto the LORD. 4 
Buc that: holy Prophet, inflam'd with a 
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Saul contrary to G O D's Command ſpares Aga 


__— ww. 


GOD by Samuel. 


—— ——_— 


denounces his Anger again | : z 
kills Apag. ) | we 224 ? » | w 


, King of the Amalckites, | 
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mounted to their Zenith, GOD (by 
0 ends 2336, FE Mouth of Samuel) com- 
and exterminate that Nation paring net- 
ther Man, Woman, or Child, together with 


any thing that did belong to them. ' Saw! 
having received this Command, marchech 


of Two: hundred thouſand Merz. Bur 


Command of G0 D, he pur an interpre- 
[ration upon it ſuitable to his humor and 
inclination; for he gave way tothe ſparing 
of Agag King of the Amalekztes, and the 
beſt and choiceſf of their Flocks and 


\expreſs Command, order'd Samze! to'go 
/and declare to him in his Name, that it 
\repented him, that he had elevated him 
iro be. King over his People. Samuel going 


[0 


bra mect with Saul, to acquic himſelf of 
informed, that Sa/ had cauſcd a Triumphal 
{Arch to be crected for his late Victory, the 


y his Diſobedicnceand Rebellion. 
| | Saul having underſtood, that Samael 
'was coming towards him, went to meet 
Panryeny after Salutation, told him that he 


LORD ; Bur Samuel replying, askt him, 
What meant then the bleating of Sheep, and 


the lowing of Oxen which he heard? Saul | 


/anſwered him , That the People had ſpared 
the beſt of the Flock and Cattle, for to offer 


Divine. Zeal, repreſented to that proud 
Prince,his formertow Eſtace,and the tayour 
and bounty of GOD: towards him , in 
'raiſing him ro that high pitch of Soveraign 
.honour. and dignity ; and how notwith- 
ſtanding all this, he had (tor to ſerve a 


_ 


before Chrif 1974 Mands Saud utterly to deſtroy | 


' again(t that Idolatrous People with an Army |t9' 


þ 


| 


| 


and taken his Kingdom from him. 


plain Command of GOD. He rold him, ; 7 
what averſion. the LOR D had' for, ſuch | 
Sacrifices z that an humble and reſigned | 


Obedience was the thing he above all | | 


others requirediof . May, as highly prefer- | 
able before all Vitims and Offerings ; That | 


Diſobedience was like the ,Sin of Idolatry, | | 26s 
becauſe he that follows his own Will, fers' }. 7 
himſelt up for a God: And in conclufion ©} 


aſſur'd him, that G 0 D had reje&ed him, | 


Saul being rouchd at theſe Words; | 


' defire to be honoured of Men: 


confelt his Sin, tho this his Confeſſion has | 
always been lookt upon as a Figare of | 
| falſe and hypocritical Repentance, which is, | 
ſo far from cttacing Sin, that it increales 1t; | 
and ſtirs up the Angerof GOD,rather than 


his Mercy. For this Prince,to ſhew how luctle | 
he was concern'd at Gods Anger, defired : 


would honour him before che People. Thus | 
his Ambition made 1t appear, how jult ic | 
was with GOD; not to mind his Hypocriti- / 

cal Contcſlion;tor he who minds the Heart, 
found that of Saz/ fil'd with a Paſſionate '! | 


| Samuel (after all this.) commanded Agag 4 
King of the Amalekites to be brought {| © 
before him; and being puſht an by a 


30 faithful Zeal, to execute the Orders G 0 D ||. 


who had been the ruine of Saz!, by 


had given, he himſelf hewed Agag in Pieces | 
betore the LORD in Gilgal ; thus by a holy | 
and commendable feycrity. killing him, 
the! 
falſe Compaſſion he had had for him. - 
' Saint Ambroſe ſaith, That this. memorable 
Example ought to. teach the Paſtors of the: 
Church, not ro make uſe of a cruel Pity and' 


| perverſe Tenderneſs,in ſparing the Sins of thoſe : 


o who are committed to their Charge, here repre- 


ſented by the Amalekites; but rather ro imi-' 
tate Samuel, who without doubt had a greater 
ſbare of Charity than Saul, but who at the 
ſame time alſo , was too clear ſighted not to 
know, that in flattering Sins by too much Indul-/ | 
\gence, we deſtroy Sinners z and on the contrary | 
ſave them, by healing the wounds Sins have | 


\baſc Iatereſt, and to comply with the Peo- | given them,by the ſharp Remedy of ſevere and | 


l 


ple) ventur'd co difobcy an expreſs and } 


| 
| 


earneſt Repentance, _ 
Dad 


1 " 
: 
} : 
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a 


106 .. 1 T8261 ST 


"DAVID PLAYS ON THE HARP. 


Saul being rejetted GOD, # trouWed with an Evil Spigit. He ſends for 
David to play on his > who by his Harmony cauſes the Evil Spirit | 


Sg Diſobedience, GOD made choice of | |Accident, which was a. juſt puniſhment of 
ou tends 2943, Another King to govern his| jthis ingratcful and diſobedient King, and a 
before Gimif 1970: - People, and ſent Samuel to| |fign that cre long he would be deveſted! of | 
5 yanofageand ANOINE him; and when that-| |the Royal Authortty, prov d the beginning 
$ hn ce ph holy Prophet repreſented to the | |of David's Elevation : For Saul being tor- 
LORD that in ſo doing he ſhouldextremely | |mented with the furious Agitations of the 
| enrage Saul, and expoſe himſelf to the} | Evil Spirit, his Conrtiers and Officers advis'd 
hazard of being killd by im; the LORD |- [him co look our for a Man thar was skilfu] 
was pleaſed to put him. into a way fo toro in Playing on the Harp, that the Evil Spirie 
carry the matter, as Sau! myy know | |being forc'd to rctire at the fweerncſs of 
nothing of it. Hebad him to take a Heifer | |that Harmony, he might be retrethed and 
with him, and go to Bethlehem, and offer | |come to himſelf again. 
Sacrifice there, making that the pretext of Enquiry being made for a Pcrſon fo 
his coming, and that he ſhould call Zefe | |qualified; none was found more experc in 
co the Sacrifice, one of whoſe Sons he had | |that Art than David, and was befides of fo 
pitch'd upon to be King over Iſrael. ur | beauriful an Aſpect, that as ſoon as Sau! 
- Samuel in obcdience to this Command | |had ſeen him, and felt the powertul effects | 
\ | being come to Bethlehem , invites Jeſſe and | |of his charming Skill, in driving away the 
his Sons to the Sacrifice, and afterwards to [20 Evil Spirit that cormented him, he con- 
Feaſt with him. Feſſe being come to the} |ceiv da great loye for him, and preferr'd | 
Feaſt with his ſeven Sons, Samuel lookt| jhim to theplaceof being his Armoar-bearer. | 
upon them one by one , as ſuppoſing that The Fathers look upon this Hiſtory as an 
one of them was to be King over Iſrael| | admirable and lively Figure, repreſenting to us | 
inſtead of Sazl. But that holy Man ſoon; | how the true Miniſters of the Church,pointed | 
found, that G0 D ſees not as Man ſees, nor| |our by David,ought by the ſweetneſs and energy 
judges according to outwatd appearance, | |of their words and ſpiritual Diſcourſes, ro calm 
but eyes the Heart. For Samuel ſeeing Eliab| |the Souls that are toft and agitated by the 
(the eldeſt of 7eſe's Sons) a tall Man and | |the violent Whirlwinds of Paſſion. | 
of a comly proportion, he concluded in 39 d.Gregory obſerves,7 hat David ſome years | 
bimſelf,chat he was the Man that was to be | aſter this flood in need of the ſame help from 
King over Iſrael; but GO D ſoon informed | [Nathan the Prophet (in delivering him from 
him otherwiſe. the tyranny of the Devil and 91 , by bis 
Atlaſt, when amoneſt thoſe ſeven Sons| | divine and ſpiritual Remonſtrances ) which 
of Jeſſe, he fail'd to Fd the Man he was| |he had only figuratively afforded Saul , in| 
to Anoint, he demanded of Feſſe, whether; \groing him a jbort and unfable ſatisfattion 
thoſe were all the Children he had? who| and refreſhment by his ſweet and harmonious | 
| told him, he had one more that was the| |roxching of the Harp ; which however power- 
youngeſt of them all, who kept his Sheep| jf#l and charming it might be, yet was not able | 
in the Fre/d. Samuel with'd him 1mmedi- 4910 diſſipate the black deſign he had conceived 
| ately to ſend for him,telling him,He would | {ro pzurther David, to whom he was ſo mach | 


A 
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—m—_—— ET OR. © ___ SUNELNED [1] 
AUL being rexeeted of GOP for his | jports, and cruelly tormented him... This | 
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_ 2 2-—_— Ye 


\ 


not {it down to Eat till he was come, | obliged. T 
As ſoon as David was come, the LORD 1 be Pfalms of this holy King and Prophet, | 
cold Samuel, he was the Perſon he had| |are at this day of greater efficacy and energy, | 
choſen; whereupon he took an Horn of | |rhar his excelling Harmony then was, | 
| Oil and Anointed him in the midſt of his| |ſpiritual and well diſpoſed Souls , find them a 
| Brethren, and from that time torward, the | jnever failing help on all occaſions. Far (as 
Spirit of the LORD cameupon David, and | |S Auftin well obſerves) nothing can be more 
departed from Sazxl.This deplorable Prince | [powerful and charming than the Plalms of | 
 bemg abandon'd by the Spiric of GOD, - of David, and that Divine Harmony they convey 
' became. immediately ſeized by an Evil | |z0 the open and well purged Ear; or more 
' Spirit, whuch calt him into furious Tranſ- | ipowerful ro chaſe Evil Spirits, and attradi the 
| | | | [Holy Spirit of Gods G O- 
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fills. Goliah the Philiſtin,s Giarit: of - prodigiovs Bulkowith « Sling, - 


OR doe > 4 ped 


C AUL waging War againſt the Philt- 
\ Þ ftins and their Armies being encamped 
Ame Munch 2943. INCAT £O ONE another, Goliah 
eee hang oor (A Philiftin of a monſtrous! 
| 2; year of gs bigneſs of Body, and correſ- 


| ponding Pride and Inſolence ) came for 


| forty days together, inſulting over the/ 


| Iſraelites , and challenging then) to ſend! 
| forth a Man to fight with him ; celling 


-them, it was better thus to finiſh their! x Greatand Glorious G 0D, who had deli- 


| quarrel by a ſingle Combat, than to 
' hazard both the Armies; and that if he 
| hould chance to be qvercome, the Phili- 
fins would ſubmit ro them and be their 
| Servants; as(on the contrary) if he ſhould! 
| have che better, the Iſraelites mult be theirs. 
| But ſuch was the valtneſs of the Body of 


this Giant, and his Arms and Warlike 


| Accoutrements fo terrible, that the har- 
 dieſt of the whole Army of Tfrael durit not 
| take him up, and cnter che Liſts with him. 
' Irwasatthe ſame time, that Feſſe ſenc 
| his Son David to his three Brothers that 
were in Saxls Army, to bring them ſome 
' Provifiens. As ſoon as he was come into 
the Camp,he ſaw this proud G12nt,and find- 
1ng himſelf powerfully animated and ſtir'd 
' up with Zeal for the Glory of GOD, he 
demanded of thoſe he met with , whar 


» . 


would be the Reward of him who ſhould 
undertake to fight ahd kill chat profane 
and proud Philiftin, who had taken upon 
him to defie the Armies of the Living God? 
Who told him, that Saz/, beſides the Royal 
Preſents and Immunities he would beſtow 
upon him that ſhould kill the Gzanr, would! 
{ give him his Dazghter to Wite. 
But his Brethren hearing him talk at this 
rate, reproached him for the Pride and 


|Saul, who comparing, Dawidi{ thatwas but 
/aStripling) with the bulk and itrengrh of 
the Giant, would never have conſented 
that he ſhould hazard himſelf in ſouncqual 
a Combat, and under ſuch ſeeming inſupe- 
rable diſadvantages; but that David told. 
him, that he had already kill'd a Bear and 
a Lion that carne to devour his Sheep, and 
 |thar he queſtion'd nor arall, bur that che: 
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[yerd him from the Paws of the Bear and 
Lion, would deliver him out of the hand |* 
' of that Uncircumcifed Philiftin. = 
| Saul overcome by the force of Davids |: 
Argument, agrecd to let-him undertake F. 
'the Combat; girding him with his own |: 


| Sword, and purting his Armozr upon him ; |! 


I 'i'® 


' bur David finding hitmſelf cumbred with |: 


Pn 
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| the weight of theſe Arms , quit them all; |? 


28 and betook himſelf ro his accuſtomed ': 


defence of a Staff and Sling. Goliah | 
ſeeing him draw near in this Equipage, |: 
| was enraged to {ce himſelf ſo ſerved, and b 
 askt him, whecher he rook him for a Dog, |! 
chat he came to fight him with a Staff and © 
Shng, threatning he would give his Fleſb |: 


to the Fowls of the Air, and the Beafts of © 


: 
: 
[1] 


the Field: But David boldly anſwering '| 


£3 
a 
j 
3 


' him in the Nameof his GOD, ran to meer |: 


39 him, and having pu a Sroze into his Sting, | 


he fixed ic in the Phililtin's Forehead, who |: 
| fell upon lis Face to the Ground, and then |: 
[ran and ſtood upon the Philiflin, and cut |: 
' off his Head with his own Sword. The |: 
 Philiſtins terrified at the Dcath of their |: 


x7 A EIS 


' Champion, took their Flight , and the Ira- | 


elites purſuing after chem , gave them a |: 
-great overthrow , and returning ſpoiled : 


their 7ents. f. 


| Vanity of his Heart, and bad him go look 4% This Viflory is an admirable Figure of the | 


after his Sheep, which he had expos'd ro the 


| Ravenous Beafts of the Wilderneſs, only to. 


pleaſe his vain Curioficy to ſee the Barthe. 


But David finding in himſelf very different: 
' | Mottons from thoſe'of human Pride and 
| Preſumptton, and 1nflam'd with a Divine 


Zeal, declared himſelt openly in the Army, 


that he' was ready to fizhe thar Proud. 


Philiftin, whom he did nor fear ar all, - 


« 


Viftory, which the meek and humble Jeſus p 
bas obtain'd againſt the Ange Pride. The | 
' Fathers have alſo conſider $ (2 
the Image of Pride, whichis the Enemy the | 
People of GOD ought to fear above all others, |- 
yea, tho they have already overcome Bears and | 
Lions, that is, the flrongeft Lults. They have |: 
alſo taken motice, that this Enemy cannot be | 


': lovercome with any buman Arins, bat with a | 


As David was talking at chis rate with 50'Saff, which is a Figure of the Croſs of Jeſus F- 


- [extraordinary Zcal and Reſolucion, ſeveral 


of the Army minding his Words and man: + > \of the firmneſs and Omnipotence of Faith. |. 
DavIDs| 


ner of Expreſſion, brought him before 


: 
$ 
v4 


Chriſt; and a Srone, which is an Emblem | 
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David bzving killed Goliah, the Jewiſh Women come forth to meet Saul 
and David, with Singing and Dancing and Inſtruments of Muſick.  _ 


w—_—_—— An _—— 


1 San. XVII. | 


_—__ w—w_ XA”. —Oo— ” __—— 


-1 q (HE Joy and ſurprize of the Fews 


at the defcat of Golizh was ſuch , 


3k that they could not ſufhci- 
FP EW. ently aire, neither the 
| danger from which they ſaw themſelves 
| fo happily deliverd, nor the Courage of 
| him who had been the bleſſed Inftrumenr 
| thereof. King Saul began ro enquiremore 
particularly who this wondertul Youth 
was; who was his Father, and to what 
| |Famnly in Iſrael he belong'd? 
| * Jonathan the Son of Saul, who had 
himſelf exploited ſuch 'glorious Actions 
againſt the Philiftins, was fo far from bear- 
ing a baſe Envy to this wonderful Stranger, 


of all his moſt Heroick Actions, thac on 
the contrary he conceived the greateſt 
Aﬀection for him,and loy'd himas his own 
{ Soul; and as..a mark of his entire and 
- | unparallcl'd Love, he ftript himſelf of his 

own Robe, Arms, and Ornaments , and put 
them upon David his Friend. 

Neither were the People wanting to 
expreſs the admiration and high eſtcem 
they had for David ; for as he returned 
from the defeat of Go/rah,carrying his Head 
1n one Hand, and his Sword in the other,the 
|Womenot Iſrael came forth in multitudes 


{with Singing and Dancing , and all Inſtru- | 
ments of Muſick; repreſenting to us (by 
theſe tranſports of their Joy ) thoſe Praiſes, 


| which- the Churches repreſented to us by 
theſe Fewiſh Women , ſhould one day give 


Victory ahd Triumph over the Devel. - 

' Nevertheleſs this Trizmph (which was 
bur a juſt acknowledgment of the Salva- 
tion David had wrought for all Iſrael) was 
the beginning of. his Sufferings , and had 


Prudence and G 0 D's Care over him, it had 
not been prevented. For the Women in 
their Songs of Foy declaring, That Saul had 
| kill'd his Thouſands, but David bis Ten thou- 
ſands, did ſo irritate and provoke that 
;proud Prince, and fo pollelt him with Jea- 
loufic, that inſtead of imitating the gene- 
rous Motions of his Son Jonathan, he —_ 


who by this one Viftory had dimi'd the lutire | 


to. meet him, and honour his Triumph 


. [unto the Lord Feſus Chrift , to honour his. 


doned himſelf co ctucl Envy, which made 


| 


* 


O 


|») 


| 


WT 


{Crown. He complain'd highly of the 


+ hs } . I 
him, at the ſame time when they. extoll'd 
I © 


| [bur more eſpecially co thoſe who have 


. unhappy Experience makes it appear.eycry 


10thers. Men are apt to look. upon theſe brave 


zo according to their juft value ; but alſo the 
like to have prov fatal ro him, if by his | 


|meet with Envious haters and perſecutors, does 
highly exalt them inthe Efteem of others, who |. 


" that ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, 


him ever afrer to look upon David with: 
extreme hatred and malice, whom till then 
he had conſider as the only Perforrinhis 
Kingdom, that deſerv'd his Aﬀettion moſt, 
and to whom he (in ſome ſort) ow'd his 


bold Impertinence of his SzbjeAs, who 
attribuced only the defeat of 7 houſands to. 


David tor having flain his Zen thouſands ; 
and the trouble and diſorder that this 
Paſhon engaged him in from that time 
forwards to the day of his Death, may 
ſerve as an exccllent Leſſon ro all theWorld, 


Authority in the Ch?-cþ,, that they oughc 
to* fear nothing more than Envy, th6 


day(asS.Chryſoftom obſerves) T hat as nothing 
is more ordinary in the World , ſo it is alſo 
frequently found in the Church of Jeſus 
Chriſt. : 

The more that Men of large Hearts, and 
generous unbiaſt Spirits, 'ſignalize themſelves, 
and ſhine forth in great and glorious Graces 
and Actions, the leſs can we endure them ; and 
the Iuftre of their Vercues ſcorches ſome, at 
the ſame time that it enlightens and cheriſheth 


Souls. as their Enemies, and endeavour t9 


defiroy and ruine them for no other Crime, but 
their being guilty of none, 
lirreproachably in the World. _ 

But preat reaſon have ſuch as theſe 10 com- 
ort themſelves in the unjuſt Perſecutions of 
their Adverſarics, ' foraſmuch as they not only 
have the Approbation of - all good and pious 
Men, who not being blinded or biaſt by Pailion, 


judge of things as they. are in themſelves, and 


_—_— O— 


favour and good-will of GOD, who us the 
Patron and Protefor of vertuous and gracious 
Souls ; and 'who at the ſame time that they 


honour Vertue whereſoever they meet with it, 
and reſpeft it by ſo much the more, as it is 
perſecuted and. oppreſſed by the Wicked and | 
Ungodly ; as knowing, that GOD will in 
his due time , ſooner or Later , Crown all. thoſe , 
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| his Daughter, bur to have a fair opportu- 


| Love he chad for hjs Miſtreſs , by preſenting 


1 Sam XVIII. 


[_87_] 


109 
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S A U L dcſions 


od 


the Death of D A: V_I'D:/ 


Saul full of Malice againftDavid throws a Jave 


lin 


daily, he thought of nothing more 
'now, than how he might belt 
_ rid himſelf of a Perſon; who 
was a continual Eye-ſore to him : As David 
(on the other hand) who was very ſenſible 
of his deſigns, was not wanting to make 
uſe of all his Prudence, to avoid the Snares 
which that Prince laid for him. 


( 494 Envy againſt David encreaſing 


LORD was upon Saul, and David playing 
on his Harp before him , he with all his 


to have ſtuck him faſt to the Wall; bur 
David, who was always upon his guard, or 
rather, who had the LORD always watching 
over him, eſcapxd the blow and fled. Sau/ 
ſccing himſclt diſappointed of his aim, 


apply'd himſelf co other ways of contri- 


miſe to give his Daughter to David, as a 
reward of his having kill'd Goliah z bur his 
Envy and Hatred made him to neglect his 
Promiſe, and beſtow his eldeſt Daughter 
Merab upon another. "8 
- However(ſomerime after)being inform- 
ed that Michal his ſecond Daughter loved 
David, he was very well pleaſed with it,and 


ried his eldeſt Daughter to another, yer he 
had not fo forgot his Promiſe, as not to 
intend ſt;]l ro make him his Son : Which 
Propoſal David received with a great deal 


| of ſubmiſſion and hunulity , repreſenting 
his mean condition ,and how unworthy | 


he was to be the Kings Son-in Law. 
Bur Saul, who aim at nothing in.this 


Propoſal of a Marriage betwixt David and 


nity to make away with him; told David, 
That he was very well ſatisfied of his werth, 
and that he would not have him think of 
providing a Dowry for bis Daughter,who had 
enough ; only if he would be pleaſed to expreſs 
the Regard he had for his Sovereign, and ths 


him with an hundred Foreskins of the Phili- 
ſtins, it would abundantly ſatisfie him, and 
Jhould be all the Dowry he would require of him. 
| David,tho he was not ſoſ{tupid,as norto | 
perceive, that all chis was level'd only ar 
his ruine, accepted of the Condition very 
readily, and making an excurſion with his 
Regiment upon the Philiftins, killd wo 
hundred of them, and dehver'd their Fore- 


On a time when the Evil Spirit fromthe þ offled, as before. Fonathan ſeeing his Father 
thus vehemently bznt to kill David, did his |: 


might threw a 7avelinat him, with deſign |. 


ving his ruine. He was oblig'd by his Pro- ko 


told David, that tho indeed he had mars- } ctine 
20 aioth, where they dwelt together. ;I 


j 


Sirs to the King,being double the number 


 {foreturn'd withour harming David. _ 
Saul made it appear, by tbe fruftration of |" 
{l bis deſigns againſt David, .that the moſt | 


e had requir d of him; and thereupon was 
Marricd to Michal his Daughter. 7 


Saul in the mean time perceiving, that 


dvantage, was ſtrangely enraged and en- 
deavour'd againto ftrike him through with 
his Zavelin, as he was Playing before him ; 
bur David happily avoided the ftroke and 


emolt endeavour by ſoft Perſwalives and 


noving Arguments, to change the Hear | 


of his Father towards him, bur all in vain; 


ſatisfie his Rage bur Dazzl's Deathyhe fence 
Armed men to befer his Houſe in the Night, 
In orderto kill him che next Morning ; bur 
Michal his Wife, who loved him as well as 
her Father hated him, let him downthrough 


Men came that Saz/ had ſent to kill him, 
they found nothing 1n his Bed,out an Image 


him. s 
my David having efcaped this danger;came 
to Samuel, who upon his coming retired! 


of of 
# 
_—_ 
2s. IC. ; 
- 


an '$' 
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Saul being informed, that Dauid: was'ge 
oO Samuel, ſent Mcflengers eg ch:hin 
lence; who as ſoon as they @mgEamor 
he Prophets that were: with Samet, the 
piricot the LORD cameupon them, and 
hey Prophecicd. Saul wondringthar nont 


t the Officers he had ſent to take David, |: 


cturged to give him any account of rhe 
atter he had charged them: with , was 


ofrcſolyed to go and fer what might be the |; 


eaſon of 1c, and to do that himiclf which 


Is Officers had been backward or negligenc | 


4n; bur he alſo no ſooner came amongſt 
che Prophets,but he Prophecicd likewiſe, and 


owerful Men in the World. can no farther 


rake uſe of their Power, than as GOD permits, | 
olwho when he pleaſes ſets bounds to their | 


tolence, and flops them in the midſt of their 
urious Career, and with a wonderful facilit 


elivers thoſe he has a mind 10 ſave, from the | 


t him.as be wasPlayiug before him on hisHarp. | 


whatever he defign'd for David's ruine and | 
cltra&tion, turn'd to lus great glory and | 
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for not long after , nothing being able co |: 


of 
6:55 A SEEING as, 
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a Window, to make his eſcape; and whenthe |: 


POg FU TP ITY TIT TIFarIOnT 
Mr I ood ior Go nies THE) . Aus eb EE nant Arco eels 


SSI IA tht AH 


Michal i1ad Jaid their to deceive them;and. | 
ove David time to get fo far outof Town, | 
that they might not be able ro overtake-|. 
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ands of Men,either by making them love thoſe | 
be favours,as Jonathan,or unable to hurt them, | * 


Saul. E. c _ DAVID 


ha 


J 
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71 


| 
| hand, but the Shew-Bread conſecrated to] iFlocks and Cattel, is a pregnant Inflance of 
the LORD, gave him as many of them as! the terrible condition of thoſe Men,who for their 
| he defircd , and beftowed upon him alſo[40}Sins are deprived of the Spirit of God , and 
| the Sword of Geliah; but this Kindnels of! 
| his colt him his Life; tor Doeg the Edomzre, 


; 
F 
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| 


1 
. | che King having charged him with ſome| jaccus'd them of , was the true Wiſdom ; and | 
that the Wiſdom of the World,was the height | 
\and top of all Felly. eb 

| The horrid and execrable C ruelty of Saul, 


| 
| 


C4 
| 
S-- 


| 
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| 
| 
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| 


| melech had entertained David, whereby he 


HED 
DAVID AND JONATHAN _ 


1 Sam. XX 


Jonathan percerving the obflinate Hatred of his Father Saul againſt David , adviſes —_— 


tire from the 
| 


David.,, but however hoped ; 


| £19429 that Time and his Abſence: 


might allay it, and inſpire him with mi}der 
thoughts, adviſed David not to think of 
leaving the Cowr for good and all, til] he 
had better ſounded his Fathers inclinations 
towards him, To this end it was agrecd 


| 


| & [1 p 7 - ; re from 
ONATHAN, who with great grict 
Þ perceived his Fathers bitterncſs againſt 


I © 


between them , that David ſhould abſent 
himſelf from the Kings Table, on the Feaſt 
of the New Moon, at which time all his 
Officers did uſe to Dine with him; when 
Saul ſeeing Davids place empty , would! 
not fail tv enquire for him , and by his; 
Carriage would give them ſufhcient norice, | 
how he ſtood affected rowards him. 

Which hapned accordingly , tor Saul! 
(upon Davids abſence from the Feaſt) was 
tranſported into ſuch a Rage,that Forathan 


tormed a reſolution to 4ill him: Where- 


upon he went and informed David of all; | The Fathers in this reſpet have conſidered | 
David as a Figure of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Life 


that had paſt, and adviſed him to eſcape 


20'0f Wiſdom, whereby he fav'd himſelf! 


| could not but conclude, - that he had| {from the imminent danger of Death, that 
| | 
threatned him. 


for his Life z and ſo thoſe dear Friends after| | 


| | 
| they had ſworn a perpetual] Amity to one 
| another, parted, Forathan returning tothe! 


' 
| 


City : Buc David finding himſelt in this 
deſolate condition, went to Nob, to Ahi- 
melech the High Prieſt, and told him, that 


urgent Agair$ he was oblig'd to deparc in; 
fo great haſte, that he had no time to take} 
neceſſary Proviſions with him, and there-| 
fore delired him to give him a few Loaves 
for himſelf and his Company. | 

Abimelech having no other Bread at! 


: 
/ 
, 

7 


one of Sauls Officers, who had ſeen David 
with Abimelech, took occaſion to tell Sazl, 
as he was complaining , That not anly all] 
his Subje&ts, bur evcn his Son Forathan 


alſo, tavourcd David his Enemy ; how Abt | 


oave occafion to Sau/to make his Memory 
execrable throughout all Ages, by an 
unheard of Cruelty and Sacriledge ; for 
having ſent for Abimelech the High: Prieſt, 


þ 


| who tully juitificd himſelf, by proteſting, 


' that he knew nothing of any Enmuty there | 
| was between the fingand his Sor-in-Law ; 


3O 


- 


\7mitation of their Lord and Maſter) have not 


bur the juſtice of his Defence was nor able 
to reſcue him from Saz/'s Fury ,who com- 
manded him to be ki}l'd, which was accord- 
ingly perform'd by Doeg the Edomite, who 
beſides Ahimelech, (ew Fourſcore and five! 
Priefts of the LO R D. 

David in the mean time *( to ſecure 
himſelf from Saus Fury ) put himſelf 
under the Proteftion of Achiſh King of 
Gath, where the Fame and |Reputation of 
his former great Actions had like to have 
been the cauſe of his Death; for being 
told by his Officers, that the Perſon he fo] 
kindly entertain'd was David, who had' 
atchieved fo great things againſt his Sub-| 
jects, was reſolvd to kill him, if David by | 
teigning himſelf Mad, had not eſcaped 
the Danger : ſo that this appearing Folly | 
of David was indeed a molt refined piece 


and Death ſeems to Worldly Eyes nothing but 
meer Fooliſhneſs ; and Chriltians alfo ( in 


been aſhamed to appear Fools to the Eyes of | 
Men, when yet they were afled by the Wiſdom | 


| 


| 


beginning ; for ſuch as theſe being depriv'd of 


Sn to another, and proceed from one abomi- 


oO 


ſure of thetr lniquity, and till the Earth be no 
{longer able to bear them, and t 


forſaken of God and Men, def erately became | 
bis own Executioner, infliling a juft puniſh- 
ment upon himfelf, jor having ſo unjuſtly 


of God ; as knowing that the Folly the World 


in murthering Ahimelech the High Prieſt, 
with all his Family ,and all the Pricits of Nob, 
together with their Wives and Children, their 


inſtead thereof are wholly afled and guided by 
the Evil Spirit, who is a Murtberer from the | 


the reſtraining Grace of God , fall from one 
ration t0 a greater, till they. fill up the Mea- 
hey become a | 
burthen to themſelves ; As we find it hapned 19 


this wicked King, who was always a' torment to 
himſelf,and a terror to others, and who at length 


inflited Puniſhments upon others. 


= 
fl | 
t | 


2 WI - at bs. BN 


mot bg VER 


_—— RO > oe rn re 


” 4 —_ Þ 
A. 009 ud. 174A 2 Ae 440-4. © : 


Boron oe 


2 orke, Cmeribured REDE- _=_Y n, his =Y 


DIGYN /c Parronage iti) mb h- "LORE," b/Ri FPS" lor 
Lia hd radi 


ng ate 


Pwr” ns An to 5g ee = 
A ee ne nin rn nn CO OOO 


- 


_ 


OI > 5» CEE: OBO 41 AR 


Wh!” 7 WW 1 W111 )7 


lll 


4 
I 


; ; 
Wo Frye FT "0 


We 


I 


—— —= + <= oo ea > ww ew—_—- 
eee Seer en en IS "+ Pen—s et L0s WIPES Sn wow W091, Dn evra 


ALT * 


#f +4 
m, 1 SP} 
' 4 7 wr Wi. 
- n » 4 ” M F ; 
« 2 » ' W% » : w./ 5 
g - WH, 't "= : a 
" - - b »- 4" : 
»*} c y _— _ PSY - 
y LE WA - / v5 PF. , 
nt , i Wo, — - A 7 AF 4 ; 4 
fg . {42 
<= - = _ FF, - a 
" WA Wd I 
WG » _ o 
A WV — I” Sw art , 
TOLL 4 . + 
IG: ſds . 
Fad 


—#& pug Ve 


4+ 


2h 
|| #f TIGETTM 


IN 


aut 
Pfu 


WILL 
[| WYTL 


0 
-- 


MY 19h, V;, Why 


Fi 


Lb 
0 , 
ATV] 


' 
NIL 
>, / 


| 
Jl 


NN 


| 


j 


\ 


| 


«nt "I! ( 
a adifantl'f, 


* 


ee Ee es EE ts et tis, 


PONY BW 


+> , , 
WIT f 8 4 þ 4 DA * 
EH '3- . 
4 s . any L re J\\)] x >> night , 
M nw SAIF N Tan pI, 


«a 
Ade 7-441 IR 


- > - 
” 


me em_am—mmmenqnmoc.,ac ———{ ————_ —_— 


c GE - Erath LCOLTT. Cp 2 


” D200 Woe wo nero II—nw oo IS ooo es aa er ne pe nn nn ine i i CO" 


- 
 — 


I 


eee ee rn 


Ir ne rn; 


OO 


— 


_ 


Peng rg 
mY . 


—_ 


— 


- ——SJw@___ 


= ” 


$029 oomes, arr As 7 


_ 
| 


=» mop ang ml $ = 
—_>. . till þ 4 | IE | '< ko b \ Fe | 
A TOUTE} 


We 
- 


—_— 


\ d 
\\ 
L] \ WA 


«KR, 


Wa 


[ 
| 


all 


— 


_ _ ; b oy _ 
OE 71m ym: oe7111 PP Bouchgs. Seal 


| | proall CUES UM ITS CL1 CEC ). Sam:c: 2.5 [| 


' 
| f Ran” [| 


— 


o 
| | 
: 
| NO ERS a 
| =_ _ — —— — _ — —_- - _ _—— | 
— —— 
| —  —— _ — 


o _ 


- — 


2 a <P 
o 


| amo Mundi 2945. 


| 


SEE 


7 Sam XXV. 


[8 ] 


[II 


ABIGAIL ZZENTERTAINS BAVID 


bi 


ail the Wife of Nabal, by her kind and diſcreet Behaviour, appeaſeth Davids Anger. __ | 


that Saul had declar'd him his Ene- 
my, was very fad and deplo- 
before Chrift 1059. rable, being forcd to fiee 
from one Mountain to another , and from 
one Cave to another to hide himſelf, ill 
finding eyery where thoſe that were ready 
to betray him; to the end, that being by 
all theſe Toils and Troubles prepared, he 
. might be afterwards the fitter to wear a 


| Crown, and more humble than Sau/, who 


| 
[ 
i 
| 
| 


? 


without any foregoing ſufferings or hard- 
ſhips had been exalted ro that Royal dignity: 

One of the greateſt Troubles David 
found in this his Vagabond ſtate, was the 


| care that Jay upon him to provide for the 


! 
i 
i 
| 


{ 
| 
| 


ſix Hundred Mer that always accompanic 
him : whereforc having lately efcaped th 


| hands of the Ziphites, who intended t: 
| berray himto Saul, he thought of provi- 


| ding ſome Retreſhments for himſelf and 


| his Men, who had been miſerably harraſſg 


| 


with Marches and Countermarches for manY 


| days together; and to this end, ſent Ten 


| 


| Men to Nabala rich and wealthy Man, but 


| go endl 2947: of a bruitiſh and inſuppor- 


| Samuel died, being near 
| 100 yearsof Age. 


ng the year wherein 


table Temper; who having 
repreſented to him (in the 
name of their Maſter,) That all che while 
that he and his Men had been in his Neigh- 


| bourhood, they were fo far from doing 


any hurt, that they had been a guard and 


| defence to his Servants, Shepherds, and 


\ Herdſmen, and therefore deſired him (at} 


this good and Feſtival time of his Sheep- 


ſhearing) to ſend him and his Men ſome 


Refreſhments, as he ſhould ſec good. 
Nabal having heard this Propoſal made 


| tohim in the Name of David, anſwered 


them very infolently, That he knew not who 


' this David was they talked of; but that he knew 


bh 


there were abundance of Fugitive Servants 


abroad, who being run from their Malters, 


would fain have their Extravagance ſupplied 
| by the ſweat and labour of other Men; and\| 
that for his part they muſt expett nothing from | 


| him upon ſuch an account. 


| David beinginformed of Naba/'s Reply, 
was ſeizd witha ſtrange Indignation , at 
this infupportable Aﬀeonc, and immedi- 
ately having girt his Sword abouc him, 
commanded Four hundred of his Mer to 
tollow him, with a forward reſolucion to 
(kill him and all his Family. | 

| Bur Abigail, Nabal's Wife, a Wornan of 
an excellent Beauty and Temper, and who 


HE life David was fain to lead,after| 


; 


J 


36 


5O 


IO 


hd 


20C 


Q 


| upen the horror of che Fact he was then 


|and having overcome him, whom his 


|ing; at which time Nabal underſtanding 


| avenged David more innocently, than he 


 lanjuſt ; As David(on the other hand )in letting 
fall his Anger upon the remonſtrance of a 
Woman, 35 a great Example for Princes, 70t © 
ro think it their glory to accompliſh their vio- 


was as wiſc as her Hus 


wants, what an unworthy reception het 
Husband had given to David's Men, 
made haſte to go and meet him , and 
addreſſed her ſelf ro him with fo much 
ſubmiſſion and prudence, that her Behavi- 
our, and the Preſents wherewith ſhe backed 
her diſcourſe, did allay and calqn David's 
Anger, and made him ſeriouſly to reflect 


going to commit, had he not bzen happily 
ſtopt,by means of this incomparable Woman. 


of David, according to her hearts defire, 


Enemies never could,return'd to her Houſe 
with Joy and farnsfaction;. but made no 
mention atall to her Husband of what had 
paſt, becaufe ſhe found him wholly over- 
come with drink, having kepr a.great Feaſt 
that day upon the account of? his Sheep- 
ſhearing; wheretore ſhe reſolved nor to 
communicate the thing co him till Morn- 


the danger he had expofed himfelf ro, and 
all his Family, by his brutiſh Charliſhneſs, 
was ſeized with ſo greata tright and amaze- 
| ment, thar Ten days ater he was (truck 
with Death by a Judgment from God,who 


| could ever have avenged himſelf. 

David being intormed of Nabals death, 
ſent ſome of his Men to acquaint Abigail 
with the deſign he had co take her to Wife ; 
ro which her Modeſty reliited for ſome 
cime, as judging her ſelf unworchy of that 
honour; bu chis reſiſtance of hers ſery'd 


chat for her humility and modeſty, which 


prudence ; and thus ſhe became che Wife of 
a Prince, 1n the appeaſing of whoſe Anger, 
ſhe had a while before fer us an exccllenc 
Pattern , How we ought to endevour with bu- 
mility, ſweetneſs, and ſubmiſſion , to calm and 
appeaſe the Anger of Kings, even tho it be 


lent Reſolutions, or ſuppoſe it unworthy for 
Crapned Heads to give way to Reaſon , or to 
break, a deſign, to which they have been\ hurried 
pn by violent Paſſion. | pes bo 
DAVID 


as Wil ”and was brutiſh and} 
ſtupid, being informed by one of her Ser-|_ 


Abigail having thus obrtain'd her Requelt| 


before ſhe had mericed by her wiſdom and | 


only ro make it appear,thar ſhe now deſervd | 
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] 
RES SAU LI. 


David mn the mcan time, having ſent out 
his Spies, who brought him an account, 
that Saul himſelf was in the Camp, he 
thereupon went himſelf and took a View 
of Saul's Army, and the place of hisand 
Abrer's Tent, which after he had well 


| along with him, he came down to the 
| Camp, and found Saul and Abner, Saul's 
General, together with all his Officers and 
Sowldiers, in a deep Sleep, as being in pur- 
ſuit of an Eremy, from whoſe hands they 
feared nothing, tho David at the ſame time 
had| great reaton to fear all from theirs. 
 Abiſhai ſeeing ſo favourable an oppor- | 
ctunity offered, for David to rid himſelf at. 
once of all his Troubles, and to ſer the 
Crown upon his own Head, carneſtly en- 
created him to give him leave to kill Sal, 
whom God had fo Providentially delivered 
into his hands ; but David reſpeCting in his 
Enemy the holy 0irtment , wherewith he 
had been Anointed King over Iſfael, by 
| ſpetial Command from the Lord , would 
not ſuffer Abi/hai to rouch him; content- 
ing:himſclt to take away his Spear and Cruſe 
| of Water, that ſtood at his Beds-head, as he 
| lay and flepr. | 
This done, David being returned to his 
Men, called with a loud Voice to Abner,the | 
Captain of Saul's Guards, and reproached 
to him and the whole Army. their neg]:- 
gence in keeping their King ; telling them, 
they had deſerved to be puniſh with 
Death for this their Carcleſneſs, and ac the 
_ | fametime ſkewed them the Kings Spear he 
had raken trom his Beds-1tde, whilit they 
 {{lept. Saul awaking with” the noiſe, and 
hearing Davids Voice, called him his Son, 
and ſpake ro him with a great deal of 


obſerved, taking Abiſhai (Foab's Brother)] . 


[S) 


ſeeming Tenderneſs. W hercupon David! 


rook occaſion ( with the greateit fubmulſ- 


I'O 


O 


30 


Ho 


O 


rid himſelf of a mortal Enemy, ſecure his own 


la litile while before had a pregnant Inftance 


; 


hon) co demand of Saul, Wheretore he| 
| purſued one of his Faithtul Seryants, with| 


| 


repreſented to him the Innocence of his 
Bchaviour towards him, telling him, Thar 
if the Lord had ſtirr'd him up againſt him, 
he ſhould hope to appeaſe him with an 
Offering ; but 1f they were Men 'that pro- 
vok'd.him to this perſecution and purſu- 
ing of him, whereby he was driven from 
the Lords Inheritance and his Santluary,thar 
they were accurlit for ſo doing. | 
Sazl had nothing toanſwer to theſe juſt 
Complaints of David,but openly confeſſed 
his Sin in what he had done, and acknow- 
ledged his Folly; afſaring him, thar he 
might return to his home when he pleaſed, 
for that he was: reſolved never more to 
ſeek after him, ro do him any harm. David 
hereupon ſhewed the King his Spear, and | 
deſired him to fend ſome one to fetch ir, | 
concluding with this with, That God (who 
renders to. every one , according to his 
IVorks) would be pleaſed to let his Life be 
as precious in Is Eyes, as the Life of Saul 
had been in his, whom he had ſpared, when 
God delivered him into his hands; and thar 
in his due time he would be pleaſed to 
deliver him fromall Iis Tribulations. 
All the Fathers highly commend and extol 
this extraordinary goodneſs and ſweet temper 
of David. S. Ambrofe is wrapt in Admi- 


ration to ſee a Man, who with one blow could 


Ne — —— — 


Lije,and gain a Crown, reſiſting all the flrong 
Reaſons of bis Friend to do it, eſpecially conſi- | 
dering, that. he might have done it without | 


tbeing perceived by any, and chooſing rather to 


continue in (daily trouble and jeopardy of his | 
Life, than to procure his Eaſe at that rate. 
And that which doubles the glory of this ' 
Aion is, that David could not expeA from ' 
Saul rhe leaſt Acknowledgment for this his ' 
firange and aſtoniſhing Kindneſs, as having but 


—— _——— 


— —— OOO — —_ - 


eres when coming upon Saul unawares, and 
ithout being percetved by him, be cut off the 
Skirt of his Robe, without doing him any fur- 
ther barm, when it was in his power to kill him. 
For tho Saul at that time owned Davids Gene- c 
roſity and Innccence, the evidence of Fatt ' 
forcing that Confeſſion from him for the preſent, * 
yet ſoon aſter be return d again to his wonted | 
heat and eagerneſs, in purſuing 


thirſting after his Blocd. 


of him, and | 


DAVID| 


] 


» *- <a Weni4r4 Sr, PITS A IE ers 16 q 127-589 Fu 
PC Wo ir To AT EOR eE 


Yr CRORINT 4 


——_ — —— —— 
ATI LESS RON EE ER Loa _ 


*\J 41117, 
LANE TH 
no $0 ot tf 


ww by 


Ef8 ex 
. the- 


a9——o_—_ RD — 


Dechcated 


. » 
—_—_ 
* + oo” 
» 25% 8 
> OW. 
Lo » > 4 
- - 
27 2X» 
»- 2 
oe 
*-* . 
- . 


— 


; to Whoſe Patronage ttis 


On OS ER 


Go NT 4 gg OT OE 2 ITN}. 4 ES e_s 


V0, 


— 


—'R_—_  —w—_—oG rr wen Wy Oe er I Co er — — 


CElnwr i SDAFES SJSAOHf 


1, Samuel. 26: 


99 


| & Flremarn del: 


IE Henan UII HSI 46a ut” a. Do 


C 


F H.van Hove Sc 


FL - 


- 


wn > IE Pom ae 


} 


"4 


wood. Gram 


— 


[ 


at 
nn 


 —__ eL 


Rte (| Wy z” a % 
bp With IT HH a . 7 ny 
IN f ; 


gi 444; 
*' 


[ 


, 
W 


WA 


an 


Hi; 


ALLOTY 


HY 


WOINY 


g 
G 


HH 


4 


| 


Ma 


Z; 


1 
| 


Wy... 
2 0 


ee ——- WO» a0 YilNINN 


0 

x \ 

LORE 
k k 


| 4 1 wt 1 x ks 
L Wt 4 8 


2» | Un! jr mn Ws jj _ on 


| [ivy 


ſh 
Il 
| 


"7 
$4444 


Eg 


- 30 


- 


ho 


2. Jem 


= 


: 
: 
« 


,” 


EET 


_—— > BS >. 


# 


ORCS Te ee. 


: 
: 
: 


% 


d 
D) 
Ng 


wy 
- 


JF" Hvrarn XKeve. Seul 


© 


l 


Ee eee EE En 


- —_ — 


_— 


_ | onto David, and all that were with him: 


FAIKAE wh 
EE ee ee Ee ee nr EE Cree rn nee ea eee 


found the Ciry burne with Fire,and all their 


ſul 


|; Sam XXX. 


= >» JH z 


aa 


— 


payed 


DA VID flies for Refuge to King ACHISH. _ 


ole” — — 


paſt, overtakes, routs 


The Amalckitcs ſpoil and burn Ziklag, in the abſence of David ; who' being informed what had 
GE 22, and, recovers the Spo1l. 


JF YAY71D perceaving that the hatred 
Saul had conceiv'd againſt him, was 
Aw nds 2948. IFTECONCIeable, reſolved to 

before chriſt 1055- provide for his ſecurity by. 
retiring out of his Dorinions, and accord- 

ingly went with the fix Hundred Mer that 
were with himto Achiſh King of Gath, who 

| yery kindly received himand at his requeſt 

frankly beſtowed upon him the City Zik- 

lag. But this Kindneſs of Achiſb had like ro 

| have brought David into great Trouble; 
for the Philiſtins at the ſame time deſigning 

'a War againſt Saul, Achiſh would necds 
| engage David to accompany him in that 

Expedition, and to fight for the Philiftins 

 againlt his own Prince and People. 

| But GOD, who with lis favour and good 

| Will always accompanied David, by a happy 

' Accident deliver'd him from the perplexing 
trouble of being forc'd;cither to take Arms 

and fight againſt his own Countrymen the 
Jews; or 1n caſe of his refuſal, co fall a 

Viflim to the rage of Achiſh, tor the Lords 

and great Men amonglt the Philiftins, fear- 

ing that David being a Few, might in the 

Fight take occaſion to betray them, or at 

leaſt to run over fo the Enemy, and thereby 

 diſhearten their Army, deſired Achiſh. to | 
| make him return to Zik/ag. 


— 


But Achiſh had entercain'd ſo good an 39 ground,eating,drinking,and dancing,becauſe 


| opinion of David, that he excuſed him to | 
| the Lords of the Philiflins; aſſuring them, 
that now for ſome years he had experience 
| of his Faithfulneſs, and that they had no 
reaſon'to fearany ſuch Treachery by lym); 
| bur the Lords perſiſting in their tormal 
| Reſolution, oblig'd Achi/h to defire David 
| forcrurn, who diſmiſt lum with very high 
| Commendations , and Aſſurances of the | 


| good Opinion he had of him, and that he 49 which,chey cook a great Boory from them, 


| was rroubled, to ſee that his Lords withour | 
any Reaſon did diſgult and ſuſpect him, 

| This perplexity being overpalt, another | 
accident hapned upon the neck of it,which | 
| cauſed a moſt ſenſible Sorrow and Aﬀlicti- | 


| For when they were come to Zik/ag, they 


carricd away by the Amalekztes. David and 


Wives and Children, and all that chey had 
his Mer being cqually ſharers in this fad 


| Misfortune, were overwhelmed with grict | 


and forrow , weeping and lamenting ull | 
they were able to weep no longer; And, | 

. p . : 
to increaſe Davids diſtreſs, the Men that 


20 cait down with ſorrow.thar David was fain 


. that went to Fight. 


o that are weak and feeble in the Church of 


ere with him,in the deſpair and bitterneſs 

their Spirits, tor the valuable lofs chey 

ad ſuſtained, ſpake of Stoning him, as if 
he had been the cauſe. of this Difaſter. 

Yer notwithſtanding all this David was | 
not caſt down , bur comforting himſelf 
inthe Lord his God, who had fo frequently 
and ſo miraculouſly delivercd him from fo 

any eminent Dangers, he took courage, 
ofand calling to Abzathar the High Prieſt , to 
bring che Epbod to him, he enquired of the 
LORD, Whether he ſhould purſue the 
Amalekites ? and if fo, Whether he ſhould 
overtake and conquer them. The Divine 
Oracle having aſſured David of good Sus 
ceſs>he marches in parſuic of chem wich 
all his Merz but two Hundred of them | 
were ſo faint, for want of refreſhment, | 
being tired with continual Marching, and | 


, 


ro leave them by the way, the other four 
Hundred following him, in hopes to oyer- 
ake thoſe Robbers. | 
| On their way they happily lighted on | 
an Egyptian, the Amalekites had lett behind 
ther being one of their Servants , who 
nformed David which way the Amalekites 
were gone , and guided him' to the place 
where they were ſpread abroad upon the 


of the great Spoil they had, raken out of: 
the Land of the Philiſtins, and out of the 
Land of Fudah. SO Davidund his Mer fell 


except four Hundred young Men,who fled 
upon Camels and made their eſcape ; and 


ook all the Spoil they had taken, fo that | | 
othing was wanting to any of them, of | : 


Il chey had left in Ziklag ; over and above 


hich chey had plundered elſewhere. Bur 
ome of Davids Men being unwilling to 
et the two Hundred Mer that ſtaid behind 
are with them of their Spoils, David | 
eproved them, and told them, That it was | 
all the reaſon in the World, that theſe who kept | 
the Baggage, ſbould ſhare alike with thoſe | 
| 


Which Example may be a comfort to thoſe | 


God; becauſe as long as they continue living | 
Members of that Body, they ſhare and partake | 
of the Graces and Advantages of all the other 
Members, as being all of them but one Body 
nder Chrilt their Head. Fil -- Saul 
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| to conſult them. 


 Þ: ER 1 San XXXI, 


SAUL and FONATHANS Dofcat and Death. ___ 


Sauls Hrmy is defeated, Three of his Sons are ſlain_in the Battel, and: being 


© ſorely Wounded be falls upon bif*®on Sword, and kills himſelf. _ 


__ 


5 provd well for David, that the Lords 


The lame year 2945- TO JO along with them to 
wo years after the , +3 
Death of Sewmuel., fight againſt Iſrael, becauſe 


Sault and his Sons being to fall in that; - 


Fight, he might atherwiſc have been looke 
upon asa Complice of the Philiftixs , and 


| {ciation, andthe terrors of a guilcy Conſe 
_ of the Phzliftins would nor ſuffer him| The 


Acccſlory to their Death, and particularly; 


to Jonathans, whom he loved ſo dearly. 
| This unhappy King being forſaken by the|10 


Spirit of GOD, was feized with a prefaging! 
fear and trembling at the approach of the! 


Philiftins Army, and having ſeveral ways En-| 


quir'd of the LORD concerning the Event! 
of theBattle,without receiving any Anſwer, 


found he could not obtain from God ;; 
and notwithſtanding the ſevere Laws he 


nce, fell down flat to the ground. 

Woman ſeeing him in this condition , 
deſired him to get up and retreſh him. 
ſelf by cating a bit of Mear-;-- bur 
Saul ( notwithitanding he was faint for 
want of nouriſhment, as baving Faſted all 
that day, and the Night before) refuſed ro 
cat any thing. The 1dea of the tragica] 
Exit he and his Sors were to make the 


next day , had already wholly taken up his 


haſtning upon him, he carried to the Bartle 


| ja Hears aflur'd of a certain defear. In fine, 


| his Troops were cutin pieces,his Sans killed, 


| he as one mad and deſperate, addreſſes] |and himſelf expecting Death ar every 
' himſelf ro the Devil, for that which hel. 


moment, which he knew was inevitable, 
and having received ſeveral Woxnds,defired 
(his Armour-bearer to kill him; which he 


Spirit, and the time appointed by Samuel 


; 


| 


i 
# 
: 
; 
; 
5 


| 


had made againſt Witches, went himſelf now! 2 ,/ refuſing to do, he fell upon his own Sword! 


On this deſign, having diſguis'd himſelf, 
he gocs (being accompanicd only by two, 
of his Servants) by Night to a Witch, and! 
prays her to raiſe up Samze! bctore him. 
But the Wirch (atthe appearance of Samuel)! 
perceiving that it was King Sazl, who was; 


' | come to her in that diſguiſe, and nor! 
- | doubting but that he was come on purpoſe! | 
to betray her , and have an occaſion to|,,ihe either always have continued in a pri- | 


condemn her in conformity to the Law he! 
had made, agſſnit thoſe of her wicked! 
Profetlion, was forcly affrighred ; but being} 
affured by Sauls Protettations to the con- 


| rrary, ſhe proceeded to gratifie his deſire. | 
' Saul having cnquird of herthe habit. 


and form of the Perſon ſhe had rais d,and; 


being told by the Witch, that he was an old 


had forſaken him,and: 


Samuel at theſe words diſappeared, and 


' Sax truck with the horror of this denun- | | 


and kill d hinafelt;his Armour-bearer follow- 
10g his Maſters Example. 

| Thus was the end of this unhappy Prince, 
who for having ſpared Amalek by an 


without cauſe murthered ſo many of the 
the Prieſts of the Lord,was forced toavenge 
theſe Crimes upon himſelf, by falling upon 
his own Swcrd. Happy had he becn, could 


'vate condition,or conſtantly practis'd that 


{Humility of which he gave ſome pregnant 


Inſtances at his firſt elevation to the T hrone: 
Bur the greatneſs of his Authority and 
[Power dazled his Eyes, and lifred up his 
Heart and by ſtopping hisEars to the Voice 
of the Lord, and his Prophets , his fair and 
pronuſing beginnings terminated ina moſt 


' Man coverd with aMantle,perceived that it; |tragical End, and has made him a terrible 
' was Samuel, and bowed himfclt with his| {Example to all proud and ungodly Princes | 
| Face to the ground. . But Samuel with a/t? | 
' dreadful Voice asked Saul , why he had: 
| difquicted him, and raiſcd him by Magick; 

' Art; ſeeing the LORD 

_ | was now with David, who was to Reign in; 
| his ſead?He told him, that chis was the very ; 

' rime God would fulfil his denunciations 
againſt him,rend hisKirgdom from him,and | 
deliver him into the hands of the Philiftins, 

' | and that the next day He and his Sons <0 


ſhould be wich him. 


throughout all Apes. 

| This made ſome of the Fathers ſay, That Saul 
\in the Old Teſtament, does much reſemble 
Judas in the,New ; both of them being at firſt 


\choſen of God, and afterwards rejeaed,the one 


for his Pride, the other for bis Avarice, they 
'both fell into deſpair; and may teach the 
ſtrongeſt always to tremble and ſtand in awe, 
\and to be afraid of being raiſed up to honour, 


left being lifted up in their Minds, they ſhould 
” loſe the Grace of Humulity , without whichno 


| Man can be acceptable to Gods 


—— 


indiſcrect and ungodly Compaſſion , and! 
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— "The PHILISTINS offer SAUL's Head 


to their Idol, 


* 
5 NE, Ment De ig; hheiath7 
SO GATE s && th a tg 


The Philiſtins rejoyzce for the Death of Sxul *P ad fot uf tr Amoul i the 


is Proclaimes 


— Temple of their 1dol. David Jaments his. 
_I_. = King i» E 


Death,and. retwrning tou 


)16)8k - 


HE Phzliftins overjoy d-at the Death 
of Saul, their great and dreadful 
Enemy, cut off his Head, and 
ſcar itin Triumph throughout 
all cheir Cities, and ſet up his Armour 19 the 


The ſame year 2949- 


| 


; VCX 

{36 -f David, who was guided by other 
. Principles, conceived very different Senti- 
' ments on this occaſion ; for ſhucring his 
| Hyes to the good the Death of Saul was 
| like co procure him, as well as to the 
| fatigues and troubles it would deliver him 
| from,with an unfeigned Sorrow lamented 
' the Death of Saul and Forathan, compos'd 
| an £lezgy or Song of Mourning for them, 
| Curling 


' underſtood that the Men of Fabeſh-Gilead 
' and had folemnly celebrated their Fune- 


| Deputation,teſtified the high eſteem he had 


' and would not fail ro reward chis their 


Houſe of A/braroth their Idol, and faſtned 
his Body to the Wall of Berh-ſban. . In all 
which they did nothing but what che gene- 


 rality of Men uſe to do,who rcjoyce ar the; 


death of thoſe, who in their lite time have 
and oppreſſed them. 


the Mountains of Gi/boah, on 
which thoſe two Mighty Princes had been 
unhappily ſlain. And afterwards having 


had byNight taken down the Bodies of Saul, 
andof his Sos from the Walls of Beth-ſbar, 


ral Obſeqaies with Faſting and Lamencation 
ſeven days together, he by an honourable 


' for them, for attempting ſo hazardous an 
| Enterprizc, and performing the laſt dury 
' to the Bodics of their Lord and Sovereign, 
and his Sons, in burying of them, aſſuring 
' them he would never be unmindful of it; 


ingly in Pity to him he had comply d witt 
his deſire, and had brought his Crown to 
David. = . 13 5 
David, who found himſelf pierced with 
a ſenſible Grief at this relation, was ſo far 
from thinking hintſclt obliged ro a Man, | 
who tho he brought him Sau/'s Crown, yer 
at the ſame time confeſt chart he had con+ 
tributed to his death ; that rending his 
* |Cloaths, he demanded of this Amalekite, 
how he durſt be fo bold colay his hand on 
the Lords Anointed ? and atthe ſame time 
'| commanded one of his Attendants co kill 
him, leaving by this his Behaviour a great 
Example to us all, never to rejoyce ar the 
death of out Enemies, or at the Evil that 
happens co chem. 
\ Atrer the Death of this miſerable Prince, 
29 David having firlt ask'd Counſel of God, 
{returned to Fzdea, where the 7ribe of Fudah 
Proclaimed and Anointed him King in 
Hebron,when he was abour 3o years of Age. 
Abner 1n the mean time, (who was General 


[4 


_— 


[to be King over the other Tribes; bur he 


Q 


3 


ful poſſeſſion of the ar: cr of all 1/raet, | 
| than before he had teſti 


' Virtue, and acknowledg it upon all occaſions. 
But the great and inward reſpect he had | 

for Saul appearcd yet more illuſtrious on 
' another occaſion; for an Amalehite being 
| come to Ziklag to David, two days after he 
| had defeated theAmalekites,with his Cloaths | 
rcnt,and Earth upon his Head,gave him an' 

; account of the Event of the Bartle, and of | 
the Death of Saul and his Sons ; and to! 
confirm , that what he ſaid was true, he 


3140 


him alive,to inſult over him ;, that accorll- | * 


of Saul's Army) ſet up I/hboſheth,Saul 's Son, | - 


| being five years after murthered by two| : 
| Rufhans, who brought his Head to David | 7 
| as a Preſent,which they ſuppoſed could nor | © 
chooſe but be very acceptable to him, David | © 
expreſied no more fatisfaftionin the death | ! 
| | of the Son, which catred him into a peace- | ? 


<d for the Deach| | 
of the Father, which put him into poſlef- | © 
-ftonof the Crown of Fadah: And having | : 
yen che ſame reward to theſe rwo Villains | | 


' (who without doubt had already ſwallow-| : 


ed the hopes of great Treaſures and Ho-| : 
nours, 2s a reward for this their Villany) | 
which before he had given to theAmalezre, | * 


| who brought him the rydings of the Death | : 
(of Saxl and his Crown, he by this repeated | * 


| 


| 


Example exhibitcd an illuſtriqus Inſtance of | ! 
his unparallel'd generoticy and fweernels | 


of Temper and Diſpoſition, Who was ſo | | 


told him, That hapning the ſame time to be 


through himſelf; but ſeeing the Philiſtins & ol cur d to him)the matter of his Foy and Triumph, 


ready to fall upon him, he deſired him to ' [that on the contrary he heartily lamented and \ ; 


| YZ 


ſorrowed for their Miſhap, and ſeverely avenged | 
their Death, THE 


' 
| -4 CE 


kill him, that the Enemy might not take | 


far from inſulting over the Misfortune of his | © 
on Mount Gilboa, he faw Saz/ leaning on} jEnemues , or to make their Miſeries ( not- | © 
the Point of his Spear , with deſign to run | 'withſlanding the great advantages they pro- | © 
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hapned fince the Death of Saul, under the 
Keign of David. IWe find therein a lively 
| repreſentation of , the incomprehenſible Grace 


and ſingular Favour of God towards him : 
Firſt in regard of Temporal Bleſſings, God 


— — -— -- "-——w- 


{ : \ 
N this Book are recited the Matters that 


' having raiſed him by his wonderful Provi- 


dence, after. manifold Troubles and Affliflions, | 


' to the Crown of Judah,and afterwards to that | 


«T-w nt ——— 


[ſincerely repented; yet notwithflanding was 
therefore moſt ſeverely chaftiſed and puniſhed 
by God, for his own good and the edification of 
his Church. > 

Among ft the Chaſtiſements of God upon 
him for his Sins, we may reckon his Son Am- 
'non's Raviſhing of his Siſter Tamar , who 
two years after for that Fatt was murthered by 
his Brother Abſalom's Command who for that 


- of all Iſracl,zo the great comfort of bis People ; 19 purpoſe had invited him and all the Kings | 
| having beſides bleſſed him with a numerous | | [SONs to @ Feaſt; as likewiſe that horrible 
Poſterity, brave Officers, valiant Souldicrs, | Conſpiracy and Rebellion of Abſalom his Son 


. and adorned him in his own Perſon with a 
| moſi Heroical Generoſity , eftabliſhed his 
' Kingdom, greatly extended and enlarged the 
Limits of it , and Crowned bis Wars with | 
| many V iEtorics,obtain'd againſt his Encmies, | 


' as well at home as abroad. 


Secondly, In regard of Spiritual Mercies, | | | 
by governing him by the Spirit of Faith, Adop- 29|Enemucs, by defeating and infatuating, their | 


Spirit , with Wiſdom, Juſtice, Clemency, 


Humulity and Patience, ard other ſuch like, 


tion and Prophecy , inſpiring him with: an 
extraordinary Godlineſs , and an unparalleF'd | 
Devotion to his Service, by enriching him with | 
all the Vertues and Graces of his Holy 


againſt him, whereby be was forced in his old | 
Age to flee before him , though indeed the | 
[Lord never forſook him, neither in his extre-| 
\mity or otherwiſe ; but on the contrary ſlrengrh-. 


 Ined and ſupported him by a firm Faith and | 


\Confidence, and afforded him a good and fawou- | 
'rable Iſue, by giving him the Vi&tory over his * 


Councils againſt him,and by turning all things | 
inthe end tio his good and advantage; as (on 
the other hand) to the utter ruine of his 
Oppreflors and Adverfarics, that ſo he might 


 \ſhew himſelf a Holy and Faithful G 0 D, who | 


notwithſtanding the divers defefs, ſins, and 


| which did ſhine forth moſt brightly in all his | |unworthineſs of his Children, doth inviolably | 
| Behaviour and Government: And over and | \keep bis gracious Covenant with them, yet 
above all this, by making him a Promiſe 3o without the leeſt approving of , or indulging | 
(occafion'd by his intention to build him a them in their Sins. | 
Houſe) concerning the Spiritual , Celeſtial, | 7his Book contains the Hiſtory of about | 
ond Eternal Reign of the Meſliah, Our Lord | Forjy years (Chap. 5. ver. 4.) from the begin- 

| and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, who| ning of Davids Reign, to the end thereof, | 

© | ſhould be born of his Sced , according to the |except only, that the laft Conſpiracy of his Son 
Fleſh, of whom he had made him a Figure, as | | Adonijah, and his Death,are not here inſerted, | 


 pell as his Son Solomon after him. 


But on the contrary, here are alſo ſet forth. 
very particularly, the great Sins wherewith 


but are ſet down at the beginning of the fol- 
lowing Book, which is the Firſt of Kings. 
. It ſeems as if the former part of the Firſt 


this excellent Servant and Man of God was 40 Book of Samuel, as well as that of Judges and | 


at times defiled, tothe provocation of his great 
Benefaftor, being overcome by the deceit of the | 
Devil, and the infirmity of his Fleſh; above 
all, in the Matter of Uriah the Hutite , and. 
' in bis proud numbring of the People ; of which 


Ruth, was writ by Samuel himſelf ; but the | 


i reft of it, with this of the ſecond Bookof Samuel, 
(a5 well as the Books of Kings) were writ by | 
other holy Perſons and Prophets , inſpired by | 
' God; ſuch as Nathan, Gad, and others. 


 ' be (by the Grace of God) moſt heartily and. | 
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'Uzzah Swmitten by Gadd. - 


David fercher 


Tr cn 


| Mmediately upon the Death of 1i/-b5- 
ſeth, Sauls Son, King ot Iſrael, ali che 

- =other Tribes came to Hebror, 
and owned David for their 
King, he being. the Perſon who not only 
was by GOD appointed to the Royal Dig- 
nity, during Sazls Reign; bur had alſo 
hewed himielt (inall his Behaviour) very | 
worthy of it; and having made a League 
with him, they Anointed him King over all 
| Iſrael. | 
David acknowledging the Hand of God 
| in this his eltabliſhment ON the Throne, 
which he had promiſed to him fo long 


The ſame year 2959+ 


oO 


Ry 


GII'd 


praiſing and magnifying che LOR D, thac 
dwelt between the Cherubims. 
Whulit this holy Pomp and Solemnity 


joy and fatisfaction , to ſe that Sacred 
Pledge of the Divine Preſence fo happily 
reftored unto them, the happy cfte<ts of 


an unlooke for Accident hapned , which 
immediately chang'd all chis Joy into Sad- 
neſs, and dampr the Spirits of the Jews 


the Son of Abinadab, who guided the Cart, 
on which they had placed the Ark, ſeeing 


Fray cook care to diſcharge the Duty, 
| which chac h gh Place required of him, and 
| far trom ſuppoling, that now tic was /ſinp, 
 hemight frecly indulge limſclf in Pleaſure, 
| he puts hindſelt at the Head of his Army;and 
| lays Siege to Jeruſalem, which was yet in 
| the hand of che Febuſites , and rcok It, 
| rogcther with the ſtrong Hold of Zion, 
which was by him called the City of David, 
| becauſe he ſetled his Abode, and kepr his 


20 


one of the Oxen thac drew it, ſtumble, and 


{cll down dead to the ground, being ſtruck 


by G 0D, for his raſhneſs in laying hold on 


the Ark. For (as the Scripture ſaith) GOD's 
Anger was hindled againſt Uzzah,and be ſmote 


the hearts of all che Pepple with ggcar | 


4 

b* | 
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þ home the Ark: Uzzah putting forth his Hand, and{;ying\ | 
bold on tt to. keep it from falling, ts ſtruck Dead. ; 
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which they had been deprived of fo long, : ; 
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, 


- 


with horrour and amazement; for Vzzab | : 


: 


tha" the Ak thereby was 1n danger of ;- , 
falung, laid hold on it with his hand ro | : 
prevent that miſchance ; but inſtead af | © 
hind:ing the 4r4 from falling , he himſelf | * 


LE: | 
PA. 


£ 
1 g 
I 


ow for his raſh Error in medling with the Ark. 7 
| All thoſe who were Wirnefles of this 
terrible Judgment and Inſtance of the 
Divine Severity, were ſeized with fear; and | | 
David himſclt being ſtrangely afte@&ted 
irherewich, changed the reſolution he had  * 
3®\caken of bringing the Ark to him, to the | | 
Ciry of David; bur inſtead. thereof car- | © 
ried 1t aſ1Jero che Houſe of Obed-edom the * 
Hite, where it continued three Months, : 
"(during which time che LORD mulciplicd © 
his Blefſiags upon the Houſe of Obed-edom, 
and all that bclonged to him. 
We ſee by this Example, that the Preſence 
of ſuch a terrible God, as our God is, frighted 
{David from bringing the Atk to the place he 
had prepared fer it in Jeruſalem ; And this * 
Apprehenſion ought mcre juſily to ſeize us,who 
are eſs Righteous than David , for fear teſt in 
theſe our days ſome Stranger like Uzzah, who 
is not called to the Miniftry and Service of the © 
Ark, might ſuffer himſelf to be deceived by an 
indiſcreet Zeal, or ſome ſpecious Pretext,to put 
forth his Hand raſhly to thoſe My ſeries, which 


| Court there. 
' No ſooner had David made himſelf 
Maſter of Jeraſalem, and that the Aﬀeairs 
ot his Kingdom began to be ferled,, but he 
| cxprefſed more Prety ; thatis, Lowe to God 
| and bis Worſhip, than ever Sau! had rciufied 
| during all his Reign. For whereas that 
| miſerable Prince had no concern for the| 
| Ark, or any thoughts of fetching it from 
the Houſe of Abinadzb, lince the time that 
the Philiftins ſent 1t back about Seventy 
years ago, David was fo far from inurating 
him in this lus Indiffercnce, that on the 
contrary having gathered together abour 
30000 of his Subjedts, he went with them 
n triumph to terch the Ark of the Lord yo 
trom the Houle of Abinadab, and to bring| 
It tothe City of David. | 
This Solemanity was celebrated with all 
the Pomp and Magnificence, as well as with 
all the re{tifications of Foy and Gladneſs, 
which Davids great Picty could prompr' 
him to. He himfcif play d on his Harp 
. | before the Ark, ar the ſanxe time when all} |do nor comport with the flate and degree in 
his Szbjes, in imucation of their King,| |which be is, and ſo provoke the Wrath of GOD 
- | founded forth their Joy trom their Mouths, '5o! againſt him, by a Service which be ſuppoſed 
as well as from all forts of Inflraments, | moſt acceptable 1s him. _ __ Ik 
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2 Sam. VI. 


David Dancet 


| 


th-vefoze the Ark, _ 


David being reſobved a ſecond time to bring the Ark to Jeruſalem, Commits 


that Charge to the Levites, to avoid the like Fudsment as had hapned to 


_ Uzzah. He Danceth before the Ark : Michal hu Wife deſpiſeth __- 


__ bum for ſo doing, 


FTTHree Months being pail fince che 

Death of Uzzah , who was firuck 

| dead before the Arh, and 
| The ſame Year 295g. , : Z 

Davids Fear being formewhat 

' | informed; GYD had bleſſed the Houte of 

Obed-edom, where the Ark had continued 

during this timc,he reſolved a ſecond ume 


that the Death of Uzzah was partly occa- 
| fioned, becauſe there were no Lewites nor 


| Prieſts to attend the 41k, to whom that 


' holy Function did parcicularly appercain, | 


| he ordered a great number of them to be! 
| 1n a readineſs, not tO guide lt 1na Carr, as 
| before, but to carry it on their Showlders.” | 
Thus with a very ſolemn and trium- 
| phant Proceſſion, did David and all the 


— 


allaycd,by the Proſperity wherewith he was| | 


| to bring it to him roJervſalem. And fearing| | 
o Notions of Honour, and without being 


| Houſe of Iſrae/, bring up the 4rk of the 


glorious was the King of Ifrael ro day, why 
laying afide the marks of his Majeſty, uncy- 
ered himſelf in the Eycs of 1he Handmail; 
of bis Servants, Skipping and dancing befere 
his Subje&ts as one of the Vain Fellcws, that 
openly expoſes ' himſelf for the Laughter and 
diverſion of others 9 | 

But David, whoſe fcul was raiſed far 
above theſe Female Scatiments and falſe 


rroubled, or bluſhing art her difdainſy] 
Mocccry, cold her with tome earneſtneſs, 
What I have done this day, I have done to the 
Honour of G 0 D, and in his fight , who hath 
choſen me before thy Father, and before all his 
{Houſe, of whom I hold my Kingdom, ard t9 | 
whom alone I awe this peaceſul eflabliſhment | 
[onthe T hrone of I{racl : Wherefore if you think | 
this a willefying of my ſelf, you are like to ſee | 


| LORD, with ſhouting and with the ſound j20/more of it, for I am reſolved yet to be more 


' of Trumpets, and other Inſtruments of' 

| Muſick; and when they that bare the Ak 

had gone ſix Paces, David ſacrificed Oxem | 

' and Fatlings ; and being himſelt cloathed | 
11n a Linnen Ephod, he danced before it with 

all his mighty In this manner the holy Ark, 

_ | entredinto Feryſalem,being carricd through 

a prodigious throng of People, who from 

' | all partsof the Holy Land were come to 


this Univerſal Joy, to the 7ent and 7 aber-| 
nacle David had cauſed to be erected for ir. 
Bur Michal,the Daughter "245 mm 
| Wife, as ſhe was looking out of a Window, 
co ſee the Ark paſs by,ſecing David withour| 
his Royal Robes aſlitting ar the Solcmnaty, | 
/and leaping and dancing betore the Arkin 
a Linnen Ephod, ſhe deſpiſed him in her 


Heart, conceiving a great diſdain for this 


proportionate co his Royal Dignity and 
Authority. 
| Now when David had ſet the Ark 1n its: 
'place, and had offered Burnt Offerings and 


(Peace Offerings before the LORD, and had| 


_—_— Bread, Fleſh and Wine among(t 
all the People,and was returned to his Houl- 

hold to bleſs ic, Michal his Wife meeting; 
| ſhim, in a deriding way faid co him; Ap! 


. |aſhſt ar thar Solemnity, and to partake of 3 


. 


his Behaviour, which co her ſeemed io dit- 4 0/Swpreme Majeity of Ficaven. And 145 a ſign, 


ifear on ſuch occaſions as theſe, to proſtitute 


vile than thus, ard to be baſe in my own ſight, | 
.and will raiſe my Glory by humbling my ſelf 
ibefore the LORD, 7#n the preſence of the | 
\meaneſt of my Subjects. | 
| Thusthis Holy Ki ng, forgetting his Sove- 

ireign Dignity, and ſo many Victories he had 
obtained, over Men as well as Beaſts ; over 
| Monlters in balk and firength ; over all forts 
'of Enemies, ond in all forts' of Dangers, | 


o being great ani honourable in the Eyes of all, | 


\was only baſe and little in his own. He deſpi- | 
ſeth himſelf, and does not take it ill that others 
do ſo too. 7 
| David (by this z/luftrious Example of his) 
[zeacheth all Chriſtian Priices,never to appre- 
'hend 118 abaſing or leſſening of their Mapeity, 
1by ſubmitting themſelves to GOD, and in 
giving their Subjects an Example of the | 
humble Adcrations and Service they owe to the 


that they are afraid of Womens Talk, who 


their Grandure and Authority. They muſt be 
like David, when they meet with a Michal, | 
| pho dares ſo unjuſtly reproach them ; who for 
| ber puniſhment was flruck with Barrennels, 
{that fhe might not trouble the World, (faith 
| S. Ambroſe) with her Proud breed. 
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12 Sam X. Mo 


_ Davids Ambaſſadozs to Hahun. . 


——_——— 


| David./endsJoab with an Army againſt the Ammonites,. to avense þ 


of the Outrage done to his Ambatladors by Hanun their King, 


Ibo uſed 


them ike BPIES. _._- 


wa 


bn. BO 


| Anno Mundi 2967. 


before Chrift 1037- of Saul, were happily rermi- 


nated by the Death of I/bboſheth,being now| 
free from inteſtine Diviſions, as well as 
from Wars with thoſe Genrifes, who ul: 


' then had poſſeſſed ſome portion of theHo/y 


[AKT Hen the Civil Wars, which David| 
| had been engaged 1n a great while, 
| againſt Iſrael and the Houſe! 


' Land he hapned to be engaged in a War, 


againſt the Ammonites upon this occaſ1on. 


10 
Nahaſh, King of the Ammonites dying, 

David (in acknowlegment of the Kindneſs 

' he had received from him in his Life) 


reſolved to ſend Ambaſ/adors to his Son Ha- | 


| nunto condole che Death of his Father,and | 


congratulate his Acceſſion to the Crown, 


' 3s hikewiſe to offer him his Friend{hip for 


his Fathers ſake , who had always bcen his 
kind Friend. As foon as Davids Ambaſſadors | 


were arrived at the Court of Hanun, King 
of the Ammonites,I1s Lords perſwaded him, 


20 


that theſe Ambaſſadors of David were no. 
other than Spies,and tho they prerended to \ 


come to comfort h1m,and in honour to his 
Father , yer their crue 1ntent was only to 
diſcover their ſtrength, that they nught be 
the better - prepared to overthrow them 


upon occaſion, and make themfclves Ma- | 


ſters of his Kingdom. 


' ſuffered himſelf ro be feduced by thefe 
Inſinuations of his Lords, and ſuppoſing 
that what they ſuggeſted was true indeed, 
| he treated them 1n the molt villainous and 


outragious manner imaginable, he order- 


ed the one halt of their Beards to be ſhaved, 
| and cut off their Garments below their 
' | Waiſts, and ſo fent them away. David 
being informed thereof, - very highly 


o 


Preparations and Alliances 


Numerous Forces to aſliit them againſt 


Iſrael. David being informed of all this | 
[thought it was no time for him co bean | 
1dle SpeCtaror , bur fent Foab with the'} 
choicel(t of his Forces ts fight the Ammonites. | 


Joabbeing come 1n (ight ol che Enemy,he 


found their Army ſo polted,th.c chelſraelires, | 
betore they were aware, had an Enemy be- | 
torc and bchind them; whecetore Foad(with | 


the choice of the Army) reſo! ved to fall on 


the Syrians, whilit Abi/hai his Brother, with 
the reit of che7roops ſetupon the Ammonites, | 


promiſing each other, that the ſtronger 


ſhould come.co the help of the weaker; } 
Joab having encouraged his Men, ſct upon | 


againſt Tm] ; 

with the Syrians and other of their Neigh- | 
| v ! | 

bours, of whom they had procured very | 


4 
«$1 
b . 

[ *, 
g4 


the Syrians with that Conduct an1 Valour, 4 
chat they were ſoon routed ; and the Ammo- | 


rites ſceing their Friends detcare&, betook } 


themſelves to flight likewiſe. 
The Syrians,defirous toavenge this their 


ſhameful defeat upon the Fews, aſſembled 


a valt Army, againſt which David marched 


in Perſon,at the Head ot all his Forces, and | 
defeated them a ſecond time; killing no lefs } 
than Forry thouſand of their Foot, beſides # 
the Men that were in Seyen hundred of : 
Hanun , too flexible and eafie of belief, 39 their Charicts. Upon this defear, the Syrians * 


feared to atliit the Children of Ammon any 


more, and all Neighbouring Prices began 
to ſtand in aw of David, who became every | 
day moreand more formidable, to all the {| 


Kings and Nations that were abour him. 


bis Hiſtory of the anadviſedneſs of Has | 
nun, King of the Aramonates, ſhews us very | 
lively, How unhappy thoſe Prinecs are, that are * 


led aſide by Evil Counſel,the whole ruine of his 


reſented this Afﬀront done ro his Repre- 40 Kingdom being here occaſioned by his indiſ- 


ſencatives, and being much concerned for 
the ſhameful condition whereih Hanun had 
; entthemaway,he ſent Meſſengers ro meet 
them, and comfort them, ordering them 
by no means to ſhew themſelves at Feruſa- 
| temin that condition, but to ſtay at Fericho 


| ill their Beards were grown, and that after 


- that they might come up to the Court. 


David in the mean time reſolved , not | ' | 
| toler this heinous Affront go unpunilhed ; 50,70t ruine himſelf by the bad Counſel , or ill 


- and the rather, becauſe chat he heard thar 
. the Ammonites were making great Warlhke 


creet Credulity, and inconjiderate Liſtning to || 


the falſe ſuggeſtions of his Lords, 


\ » Neither is this the forſt or only Inflance, | 
that the ſafety or rzine of a State oft depends |} 
on good or bad Counſel ; and that Prince is | 
happy indeed, who being himſelf the Sovereign | 
Arbiter of his Kingdoms ſo wiſe to diſcern who © 


are fit to be his Counjellors,and the Inſtruments 
of his Royal Power and Authority, that he may 


Adminiſtration of his Officers, 
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2 Sam. XI. 


-- | 


D A'V I-D's 


FF ME 


'E ; avi now enjoying a _profcund 
{> & Gs aftcr the great defcat he j1ad} 
| Ame tend? 1969. BIVEn tothe Ammonites and tie 


Syrians, their Allies, ſent Joab|. 
fo yean of Age. at the Head of Is Army, to 


'belicged Rabbah, the Capital City of the 


Palace, he faw a Weman Bathing her ſclf, 


| him ro go home and retreſh himſelt for a 


David from the. Roof of his Douſe - reing Bathſkeba, the Wite of Uriah, 
| \ Bathing her ſelf, concerves an unlawful Luft for her, and cauſes Uriah 
ROLF IN | to be WEE, | 4 : 


before Chriſt 1035. 
David being then 
make an Inroad upon the Ammonites , to 
waſtc and ſpoil their Country , who having 


Ammonites, ſoon after took it and deltroy'd 
it, and fent the Crown of the /{ing of the 
Ammonites to David, which weighed a Ta- 
lent of Gold, and was beſet with Precious 


Stones. 


Whilt 7oab was thus employed abroad, 
David took his repoſe and enjoyed himſelf 
at Feruſelem, and one day 1n the Evening, | 
as he was walking on the Terrace of his 


that was excccding fair and beautiful, 
David having conceived a Lult for her, 
ſent to enquire who ſhe was, and being 


told that ſhe was Bathſheba the Wife of | 


Uriah,he ſent for her, and commuted Adul- 


tery with here | 
Baihſhebaſoon after finding her ſelf with | 


| Childand fearing leſt her Husbands Abſence | 


(who was in the Army with Zoab) would be | 
a means to diſcover her Adultery, and con- | 
ſequently expoſe her to the Capical Puniſh- | 


ment the Law ordained tor Women Suulty 30 


of that Crime, ſent and acquainted Darid, ! 


| that ſhe was wich Chi/d, and the Fears ſhe 


had juitly conceived thereupon. David 
(upon this Information) ſends word to 
7oab, the General ot [is Army,to ſend Uriah 
tw him; who(when he was come) David. 
askt him ſeveral Queltions abour the ſtare! 
of the War, and whac progreſs they had | 
made in the Sicge of Rabbab , the Metro- | 
polis of the Ammonites ? and then wiſhc 
ſeaſon * but Uriah initead of tollowing the 
Kings Advice, and going, to Ius Houle, 
lodged that Night with the Kings Guards. 

The next day, when Dazid underſtood 
that Uriah was not gone to his Houſe, he 
ſent for bim,and demanded of him, why he 
did not go home? who very generouſly 


anſwered David with thcfe remarkable | 


Words; The Arkof the Lord, and all Iſrac] 
and Judah, and my Lord Joab, and the Ser- 


vants of my Lord are encamped in the open 
| | N 


IO 


20 


we: 


VUTz 


telds; Shall I then go to my Houſe to eat 
and to drink,, and to lhe with my Wife? As 
thou liveſt 1 will not dothistbing. 

David eeing his deſign thus fruſtrated, 
by Uriahs Courage and greatneſs of Soul, 

nd that he was not to be removed from 

the noble Reſolution he had taken by any 
Temptations of Reſt or Pleaſure wharſoc- 
yer; and ſeeing Bathſheba expoſed to the 
ſhame and hazard of having her Crime 
divulged;he in thefe circumſtances formed 
a Reſolution very different and oppoſite | 
tro that ſweetneſs of Temper, whuch ill | 
then had aiways appeard ſo natural to 
him ; and- by Uriah ſeat Letters ro Foab, | 
with orders to poit him zn ſuch a Quarter | 
againſt the City, where he might be moſt | 
expos'd to danger ; and in caſe of a Salh, 
ts retire from him, that he might fall by 
the hand of the Ammonites. 

Foab (in obedicnce to theſe Orders of 
the King) appointed Urzabs Poſt againſt a 
Quarter of the City where he knew Valiant 
Men were, where upon the firſt Sally they 
made,he was {}ain, with ſome others of the 
Army. Foab ſent the News of Uriahs Deach 

o David, who ſecm'd little concern'd at the | 
lofs of ſo couragious and faithful a Servart, | 
whoſe Death he was the principal cauſe of. | 
Bathſkeba being informed of her Husbands | 
Death, mourned for him; and when the 
days of her Mcarning were accompliſhed, | 
[David ſent for her, and ſhe became his Wite. | 
| This double Crime of ſo great and glorious | 
a Saint, as David was, makes it appear, That 
Men, how Great or Righteous ſoever they may 
(be, are flill but Men, and retain always ſome 
part of the frailty and weakneſs of the Clay, | 
rom whence they were taken and formed at firſt. 
Theſe terrible Falls of David (faith S. Auſtin) 
ought tro make all Men tremble, eſpecially 
thoſe that are weak, when they ſee the ſtrongeſt | 
themſelves overtaken. | 
| TheScripture alſo ſets forth theſe Exam: | 

les, not to excuſe thoſe who follow theſe Great | 
Men in their Falls, and who will imitate them 
in thoſe Afions, which themſelves ſrom their 
heart have abominated and deteſted ; but to | 
keep all goed Men in a ſaving Humility and | 
Fear, and 1o1each all thoſe who chance to Fall | 
with David, to ariſe again with David by | 
fancere Repentance. bl 
DAVIDS | 
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DAVIDs REPENTANCE. 


| man, who having many Sheep, robbed 4 


'vity andearneſtneſs becoming his Perſon, 


- 


COD /ends Nathan the Prophet ro David, ts repreſent his Sin. to him, and 


| and þ {1141* him 


great Crimes, made it appear, by the 

wii +3, anal care he rook to ariſe} 
befre Crit 1034- again from his Fall, with 
what thick darkneſs Sin overcaſts - and 
clouds the Soxls of the greateſt Saints. He 
continued 1n Peace for a whole year,under 
che guile of theſe horrid Sins,if ſobe Peace 
may be faid to be the inmate of a Hearr, 
which hath in ſo high and exorbitant a 
manner offended G 0 D. 

Whilſt David was thus forgetful of Ged 
and himſelf, God took pity of him, and ſent 
Nathan the Prophet to him to open his Eyes, 
to lay his Sin before him, and to ſearch his 
Wound to the quick, of which he had 
ſcem'd for ſo long a time altogether infen- 
ſible. This Holy Propher being charged by 
GOD himſelf, with this croubleſom and 
hazardous Commiſſion, ſhews us , by his 
dextrous manner of addreſs to him on this 
occaſion, with how much Wiſdom and 
Prudence Mer of Davids Rank ought to be 
reproved, for fear of offending them, and 
raiſing their Anger by too ſevere and keen 
Exprettions. 
| Nathan, in purſuance of the Divine Com- 
mand, makes uſe of a Parable of a Rich 


Poor Man of an Ew-Lamb, which he had 
bought and nouriſhed up, and tenderly 
| loved, as having no more but that one,and 
| taking 1t from him by force, dreſſed it to 
accommodatea Stranger that was come to 
Vific him, when as he might eaſily have 
furniſhe himſelf from his own Flocks. 
David, how blind ſoever he might be 
with reſpe&t ro his own geilt,was very clear- 
ſighted ina Caſe which he thought did not 
concern him ; and his Anger being kindled 
againſt the horrid Injuitice of the Rich 
Man,he (unknown to himſelf) pronounc'd 
his own Sentence, and confirm'd it with an 
Oath, ſaying, As the Lord /iveth , the Man 
that hath done this ' thing ſhall ſurely die. 
Whereupon Nathan laying aſide the dil- 
guiſe of his Parable, told him with a gra- 


that he himſelf was the Man; andin the 


Name of the LORD repreſented to him 6 


all the mulciplicd Benefits God had heaped 


upon him, and the Enemies, perils and 


AVID having commurted theſe rwoj 


"denounce Gods Judgments againſt him. David acknowledgeth his Sin, -- | 
— — | —— —_—_ : G | 


IO 


20 


40 


- manner he had aftronted the Divine Boun- 


30, 'He embraced with an humble ſubmiſſion 


"jand which made S. Ambrolſc to ſay, That there 


o wery few that follow him in his Humiliation, 


before G& WL | 
diftrefſes he had dehiver d him from. He. 
Jaid before: him ,; in what an outragious 


ty and Beneficence towards him, by recom- 
pencing ſo many Graces and Favours with 
extreme Ingratitude and forgettulneſs of 
his Duty to his great Benefactor. 

David at this Remonſtrance turning In- 
wards, and there taking a view of the hai- 
nouſneſs of his Offence, was not exaſpe- 
rated at theTruths Nathan had repreſented 
ro him, notwithſtanding that they con- 
demn'd him, and expos'd him as a notori- 
ous Criminal. He was nor incens'd at the 
Prophet, who hcld this Looking-g/aſs before 
him, which inſtead of flactering him,ſhew'd 
all his hidden detormities. He did nor 
queſtion him,how- he who was but a Sxb- 
je, durſt undertake to talk ar this rate to 
his Sovereign ; but ſeemed for this time to 
have forgoc chat he was King,that he might 
the better remember that he was a Sinner ; 
inſtcad of flyingoyr ina Patton againit the 
' Prophet, he humbles himſelt betore G9 D 


and him,and cries out, 1 have ſinned againſt 


'they were in Sax, or than they are at this 
day 1n many Chriſtians. 


all the terrible denunciations Nathan (in the 
Name of God) thundered out againſt him,and 
conſider d that long ſeries of Diſaflers by Gods 
Divine Fuſtice entail'd on his Family , as a 
\means God in mercy would make uſe of, to 


| ſatisfie his Fuſtice and appeaſe his Anger ; and | ; 


with bitter regret and extreme ſorrow taking a 
view of the ſtate from whence he had precipi- 


upon this cccaſion admires Davids great 
courage and confidence in God : but as ſoon as 
he was made ſenſible of his loſs, he without 
urther troubling himſelf, endeavour d to repair 
't with the aſſiſtance of the Divine Grace, by 

Repentance which laſted as long as his Life 


re many who imitate David in his Sins, but 


nd continued courſe of Repentance. 


H h 


Fab 


theLORD; which words were the mark }. : 
of a more ſincere Repentance in him than | -: 


tated himſelf , be caſt himſelf down in the |. ; 
deepeſt humility before God, yet did not deſpair |. : 
of his Mercy (as S.Chryſoſtorz obſerves) who |- | 


ad 
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2 Sam. NI. 


| Jollity , cauſed his Servants to-fall upon 


+ plain of him. Having thus for four years 
| rogether labourd wo make himſelf popu- 
| Jar, and draw a Party after hin, he defired 


F: 


| Hebron, upon pretence ot paying a Vow he. 


THE DEATH OF AMNON 


Abſalom cavſeth his Brother Amnon to be ſlain at a Feaſt, for Raviſhing. his Si ſows | 
rebels againſt bis Fatber Dayid, and forces him to flee from ay — 


OD having brought David to a 
ſerious reflexion upon his Sin, and 


#44 Mend +932, Earneſt Repentance for it by 
beoreGhrift 10324 means of the Remonſtrance 
made to him in his Name by Nathan the 
Prophet, he made it appear by his dealing 
with him afterwards , that the greateſt Fa- 
vour can be ſhewed to Sinners, 1s not to 
indulge or ſpare them. For firſt of all he 
ſtruck with Death the Chi/d, that was the 


| fruit of his Adahery, nenher could Davids, | 


Tears and Faſting repeal the Sentence God 
had paſt.His Son Amnor ſoon after Raviſhes 
his Siſter 7amar,and Abſalon provoked with 
this Outrage commirred againſt his Siſter, 
reſolved to kill Amnon: He waited two 
| whole years for a convenient occaſion to 
| do it, and then Inviting all the King's Sons 
roa Feaſt, inthe midit of their Mirch and 


Amnon, and murther hum. | 
Abſalom being tain to flee, and leave th 
Court upon this murther of his Brother, reti- 
redto the King of Geſhur ; but Foab percei- 
ving that the King had an inclination for 
Abſaloms Return to Feruſalem , he order'd 
it ſo, that about 3 years after he became 
reconciled to his Father. But this Recalling 
of the Son,was like to have proved the ruine! 


did this ungrateful and gracclcſs Son ſee: 
himſelf reſtored to his Fathers favour, bur 
hebegan co form defigns againlt his Crown 
and Life. "_ | 
| Tothis end Abſalom made it tis buſineſs: 
| Amo Mmndi 2980: tO inveigle the AﬀcCtions and 
| Good-will of the People, by a feigned 
' expreſſion of Kindnels for them,and Rea- 
| dinefs to ſerve them, and do them righr; 
| intimating, thatif hc was King, he would 
take careto oblige them all by a ready and 
ſpeedy courſe of Fuſtice, and that none} 
Ame Mundi 2981. ſhould have reaſon to com- 


leave of King David his Father to go to 


| had made unto the Lord, during his Exile 


: from the Cowrt at Teruſalem. ; g 
' Abſalom having obtain d his Fathers con- | putward, which it pleaſeth him tolay upon us ; 


fent,haſted roHebron,where he 1nmediately | becauſe Sin muſt certainly be puniſhed ſooner or 
|canſed himſelf to be Proclaimed {fing. | Vater, either in this World , or that which is 20 


[Pavid being informed of this unexpected | 
Rebellion of his Sox, and that the People 


nm Medi 2979. Of the Father: For no ſooner [39 Thus David learnt by ſad Experience, that | 


O 


oO 


{fee from | Feraſa/om on Foot, being now 


- juſually artended him, andpafling the Brook 


20 received all his railing Expreſſions with the | 


15 we all are Sinners, if we woald be reconcil'd 


from all patts floekt to him, was forced to 


above {ixty years of Age; accompanicd 
only with fix hundred 'of his Guards thag 


Kidron, he went up Mount Olivet bare-foor, 
weeping and having his Head covered , 
which wasa Figure of what one day was tg 
happen tothe true David, that was to prog. 
ceed trot his Loyns according to the Fleſh, 
In this condition, he with a ſtrange and 
unheard of Hunulity, bore all the railino 
Reproaches and Curſes of Shimei, who. 
\flung Srones at him and his Officers as he 
paſſed by ; for looking upon this Rebellion. 
of his Subjef as a Looking-Glaſs, which 
reflefted the Image of his own Apoftary, he 
meckly accepted of his outragious Lan- 
(Quage,as an cticct of rhe Divine Zuſtice,and 


ſame, ſubmiſſion, as if God had given a 
ſpecial Command to Shimei thus to Curke | 
and Revile him. : | | 

Abſalom in the mcan time having made | 
his triumphant Entry into Jeruſalem,began | 
his Uſzrpation (according to the Counfe] of 
Achitophel and Nathan's prediction to Da- 
vid) with violating his Fathers Concabines 
1n the face of the Sun. | 


when Man rebels againf{ God,all other Crea- 
tures rebel againſt him, 10 revenge the Afﬀront 
done to the Divine Majeſty; and ſaw his Crime 
puniſhed by thoſe horrid diſorders in his Family, 

by the Raviſhing of Tamar, by the Mxrther of 
\Amnon, by the Rebellion of his deareſt Son 

Abſalom, by his Friends leaving him, and his 

Subj:&s rebelling againſt him, by the Railing 

and high Abuſes of Shimet , and laſtly, by the 

amminent danger of Death, for the eſcaping of 
which/he was fain to expoſe himſelf to a ſhame- 

ou Flight, accompanied with ſo many Extre- 

mittes, that nothing leſs than the DivinePre- 

ſence, and the hopes of ſeeing him at laft 
appeaſed by all theſe Evils he groaned under, 
could have enabled bim to endure them. 

T his Example teacheth.us, That foraſmech 


0 God, we muſt judge our ſelves, and willingly 
ake from his "th all the Evils mo" 
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OM 


ſtrikes him thro 
_ > 


Abſalom fleeing from the Battle, is caught up by his Hair, and hung on the Boug')s of an Oak. 


ee Arc 


cing thus become Ma- | 
ſer of the City Jerzſalem,conſider'd 
how he might beſt circum- 


The fame year 29F1, 


Achitophe/, who was the ableſt Counſellor of 
chem all, advisd him without any delay ro 
purſuc and ſet upon David, before he 
- could have time cither to reinfoxce his 
Army, or put them into any ordef, and] 
whilſt the conſternation of this unlooke 
for Rebellion, was yer freſh upon them. 
| Bur GOD happily overthrew and fru-! 
| ſtrated this Coznſe/ , which without doubt 
| would have prov'd David's ruine, by the 


| means of Huſhai, David's Friend ; who}. 


| being of Intelligence with him,declar'd in 
| Councit, that he could not approve of 
| AchitepbeFs Advice for this time. He re- 
| preſented to Abſalom how dangerous it was, 
' ro ſet uponMer that were exaſperated and 
| deſperate, as David and his Men were ; and! 
' that his own Party being yet in a great 
| meaſure wavering and unreſolved, as Mens 
| Spirits are apt to be ar the beginning of 
| any great Change or Revolution, if only 
| a few of them ſhould chance to fall in the 
| firſt Onfer, 1t would go near to diſhearten 
' them all,and toloſe the day ; wherefore his 
-| Advice was to Summon all the Forces of 
| Iſrael, and that Abſalom ſhould go in the 
| Head of them,and give Battle to his Father 
| and the 7roops that were with him. 
This Counſel of Huſhai prevailed, which 
| did fo provoke and vex Achirophel , that 
| going home he hanged himſelf. Huſbai in 
' the mean time informed Zadsk and Abia- 
thar of what had palt in Council,and wiſhed 

| | them (by ſome means or other,) coſend 
- |, word to David , to paſs the River Fordan, 
ct he ſhould be ſer upon by the Enemy at; 
unawares. David being, acquainted here- 
with, paſſed over 'Fordan, he and all the 
Forces that were with him that Night, be- 
fore Break of Day,and having got together 
all rhe Forces he could, preparcd himlclf for 
'a Fight, being reſolved to command the] 
Army himſelf, but his great Officers would 


| 


not ſufter it ; and before he retired hes 


Lave a ſtrait Charge to Foab, and his other 


before Clriþ 1923. Vent and deltroy the King his | 
Father ; and having afſembled his Council, }- 


0 


[alive on the Tree, and then immediately : 


29 any farther effuſion of Bleed. | 


of his Men kilFd.. Abfjalom ſceing the day | 
was loſt for him, endeavour'dWfave him-;: 
ſelf by Flight; bur riding on his Male un- | 
der an Oak, his prod:gious Head of Hair 
caught hold of, and cnrangled on: the | 
Boughs of it, and the Male continuing its 
courſe, left him hanging thereon. 

Foab being informed thercof,by a perſon - 
who had ſcen him hanging 1n that poſture, | 
was angry with him, thathe had not kill'd | 
Abſalom, and finding all abour him back- | 
ward to this Scrvice, for fear of incurring, | 
the Kings diſpleaſure, who in the hearing ! 
of them all had charged his Generals to 
ſpare the young Man, he went himfelf to | 
the place, and (tuck him with three Darts 
through the Heart, as he was yet hanging | 


cauſed a Retrear to be ſounded, to prevent | 


| 


The News of the Succeſs of the Battle, | 


|and Abſalom's Death , was unmediacely 


brought to David, who was not concern'd 
for any thing ſo much as the Life of his 
dear Sox, and being at length told, thac he 
was dcad, he chang'd the joy of his Vifory 
into Lamentation and Mourning, But Foab | 
being greatly oftended,that theXing ſeenr'd | 


4.0 


general Officers, to ſpare Abſalom. 
| Both the Armies being at laſt engaged, 


ing it was much ſuperiour in number to 
that ofDavid,and above twenty Thouſand 


that of Abſaloms was beaten, notwithitand- | 


39 ſo httle concern'd for the Service he had 


| done him, in keeping the Crown upon his 
| Head, reproached him with a great deal of | 
| hberty, tor that he lov'd his Enemies more 
than his Friends, and thoſe that hated him, | 
and ſought his Life, more chan choſe that ' 
had hazared their Lives, and all that was | 
near and dearuntothem, to fave it; and ; 
threatned him, That except he would come | 
and ſhew himſelf to the People,and ſpeak kindly | 
to them, in acknowledgment of the great and | 
ineſtimable Service they had done for him, that | 
before the next Light he ſhould find himſelf | 
abandon'd and forſaken of all, and plunge ' 
himſelf into a worſe Miſhap than ever yet had | 
befallen him. | 
Upon this ſhayp Remonſtrance of Joab, 
David ſbewed himſelf to the People, tho his | 
Grief for Abſalom ſtill continued. In which ; 
Carriage of his, he was a great Example to all | 


o Ghoſtly Farhers, to repreſent to them, How far | 


their Love towards their Spiricual Children | 
ought to carry them. David here forgets all the | 


n 


- 


q 
' ———— —— "1 _ AT Ie” _ 
; 


FR 


A av vw FIRE pf 
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| horrid Outrages his Son had committed againſt | 
'him,and remembers only that he. was his Son, | : 
and that he was dead not only Corporally , but | * 
Spiritually alſo. : THE | ! 
| 


: [i 

#5 Bra [LEN ES om pk Cn TE 3 4 N Ap To ns. © 

doRE > M8 VAAN od He IP SPAS T 200 CRIB Ye ge o oh —_— 2 I —_ 
T 


COPE 


rat any” nib mots pane econ Bl bog Mee tte tn 


Es bb Ae ue et oh 


_ 


PVT Kan, 
5 yy, - Br 
me IITS 


th, Yhes 4 
SOS 


dla apron 9D SR ERBEs Vas 


"9 


—_ 


— 


© 7 LIDREY 


— 


| [101] ; 
ERS RAMKIHqE OH SHEBA_ . FIR 
Sheba rebelling againſt David, and having drawn the Ten Tribes aſter him, is pwſued by Joab, 


who beſteges him in the City Abel, which was ſaved by the Wiſdom of a 


Woman. _ 


j 


% 


- A Fter the Death of Abſalom, the chict 
A Men that had taken part with him 
The fume year2921, 11 01S Rebellion, made haſte 
before Chrift 1923- tO Make ſome reparation of: 
their-Crime, by their return to David, and 
ſwearing Fealty to him inſomuch as they! 
wv ho(during his Diſgrace)had moſt openly 
declar'd themſelves againſt hum, were now 
the firit thaticame to mect him, and ſue 
for Pardon, | 

Shimei,who had fo highly affronted and 
abuſed the Majeſty of the King by his Words 


{do the like, who generally followed this 


10 


and Carriage, being ſenſible what his Wic- 
kednels would draw down upon him,came 


| andcaſt lIumſclt at Davids Feet , accuſing} 


and condemning himſclt ; and when Abi- 
ſhai ( Foabs Brother) could not well bear 


| the King's pardoning ſo great a Crime, to| 


ſo wicked and profl:gate a Perſon,and defi- 


| not fully the Vitory GOD had given him, 


all Iſrael were afſembled ro renew their 
Obedience to David, infolently ſounded x | 
Trumpet , declaring that he would never 
ſubmic to David, and exhorted all Ifaelto 


ſeditious Son of Be/ial as theScripture terms 
him ; but che Tribe of Judab continued 
{till taichful co their true Prince. 

David apprehending the ſequel of this 
new Rebellion, and torcſeeing that it might 
;prove more dangerous than that of Abſa. 
lom, and the rather becauſe hapning 'o | 


” — 
cloſe on the neck of it,reſolved to Rifle it in | 


Sheba, who was (trengthning himſelf in 
the City Abel. Joab in purſuance of Davids 
Command, lays cloſe Siege to the City,and 


the birth, and commanded 7oab to purſuc | 


'and Elders of the City to cut off Shebg's 
| Head, and caſt it over the Wall to Foab; 


would have dcltroyed it, if a wiſe Woman | 
| dwelling there had not beca a means of 
- | Ted leavetokill him, becauſe he had curſed] 20 ſaving it, by perſwading the Chiet Men | 
* | the King; Davidtold him, That he would 


| with the Blood of any one Perſon. | 
Ar the ſame time alſo Mephiboſheth, the; | 
Son of Jonathan, came to meet David, to | 
congratulate his ViEtory ; and when David Safety and Peace of a City, yea, of the whole 
| asked him, why he did nor come to him | Kingdom ; and as it cannet be denied, that in 
| during Abſalom's Rebellion? he repreſented) | 745, as well as on many other occaſions, Joab 
' to him, how uaworthily Ziba his Servant did great Service to the King; ſo (on the 
| had dealt with bim in ffandering him be-| 39 other hand) it is evident, That be was a true 
| fore the King, and perf wading him, that he Figure of thoſe ambitious Spirits, who are not 
|} Naidat Jeruſalem in hopes of attaining, by afraid to hazard their Lizes for the Service of 
| means of that Commotion, the Crown of: 
| Ifael; whereas inceed he had been fo tar 
| from any ſuch thoughts, and his concern! 
| had been fo great for the King's ſafety ,that 
{ he had neither trimmed his Beard, nor 
| waſhed his Cloaths from the day the King 
| departed, till he came again 1n Peace. | 


upon f1zhr whereof he broke up the Siege, 
and returned with his Army to Feruſalem. 


grand Motive all along, was nothing but their 
own Intereſt and Glory. 


'baſe' afſaſſinating of Abner, Saul's Uncle , 


T bus the death of one Man procured the 


their Prince, but execute their Orders with a | 
'great deal of Courage and Magnanimiy , and | 
yet by other Inſtancgs make it appear, that their | 


I hat Joab was ſuch another, appears by his | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
' 
| 
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And yet David had fo far given credit 40 contrary to David's inclination,who was greatly 


| to this falſe Accuſation of Ziba, that he had 
| beſtowed upon him all his Maſters Eflate ; 
' but that which is yer more ſurprizing in, 
this Holy King is, That after he had heard 
| how Mepbiboſberh juſtified himſelf, and | 
| manifeſted Ziba's Impolture and Calumny, | 
| he contented himſelt with only reſtoring | 
: to Mephiboſbeth the Moicty of his Eftate, | withſtanding he was guilty of theſe and the hike 
| leaving the other halt in the poſſeſſion of | exorbitances, as judging that it was but juſt, 
| this Impoſtor and berrayer of his Maſter. go that he ſhould bear with the Inſolence of a 
After this defear of Abſalom, all things | Subject, who in ſpight of him commanded his 
ſeem'd to concur to a Peacetul State of the | Armies, having himjelf revolted from God' by 
' Kingdom, if one Sheba (a Factious Spirit of | a double Crime, after he had received ſo many 
the Tribe of Benjamin) had not calt it into | - Benefits and Favours from him. 
new Troubles, who atthe ſame time when | | * Te 


afflicted for his Death; as alſo by his murthering 
of Amaſa,upon whom David intended to confer 
the Command of his Army, and to deprive 
him of it, becauſe he had killed Abſalom, con- 
trary to the expreſs Command he had given 
him. David was fain to bear with the Pride of 
this his inſolent Servant all his life time, not- 
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THE JUDGMENT OF THE EPIAGUE _ h 
David having cauſed: hs People to_be numbred_ by a motion of Pride and- ; 
Vanity, GOD affutts his Kingdom with 4 Plague, which in { bree days T 


' time took away T hbreeſcore and ten T hoyſand of bis Subjects. : 
AV I D had ſcarce taken breath ſi1ca lhe ſhould continually be worſted; or to | ! 
the manifold Troubles, GOD had] [ſuffer a Peflzlence of three Days? _ - 

mw Mendi 2018. 10 ſeveral Ways excited to him| | David baving heard his Sentence from the 

{ efoegarif 1916: 1 iS OWN Family,as well as in| |Mourh of the Propher, declared, that he 

jan of ags = his Kingdom, to puniſh him tor| |was1n a great ſtrait abour the choice he had 

the Sin he had committed, when the repoſe} |ro make, becauſe tho he made his choice 
| he began to enjoy becamethe cauſe of his| |never ſo well, it would ſtill occaſion much 
falling i into new ones, and thereby bezame| imiſchict and miſcry ; ; bur howeyer,defired 

a ceaching Inſtance of this great Truth,! |that he might fall into the hand of the | 

| That a Man, how righteous ſoever he may be,\19| LORD, rather than into the hands of Men, | © 

| 5 but ſtill a Man, and after all continues to becauſe his Mercies , were great. Thus | { 
| lie open to freſh Temptations, and new Falls. þ Me made choice of the Peflilence for | Þ 
|His firſt Sin was his being overcome hy reedays to intelt his Country; GOD gave | : 
carnal Luſt ; but now he was ſeducd by his] [his Commiſſion to the deſtroying Angel, 
| Pride and Vanity, which 15 an inclination | who ſmote Seventy thouſand ' Mer with 
|chat ought to be always feared by the moſt | [the Plague, that they died within the pre- 

Perfect, as being a Paſſion that moſt my fixed time, in the compaſs of his Dominions. 

| mately cleaves to Mans Nature. | Davids Behaviour (during this atHiction 

| 'Twas thiscorrupt Atﬀcction prompted | of the Plague) was a great Example for 
| David to take an exact account of the! 20| Kings, t reaching ther how orcat tenderneſs 
[number of his People, that from thence he| {and compatlio 10n they ought to have for 


| \ 11 BOP 'OP) 


_—_—— — 
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might make an eſtimate of his Grandeur | 
and Power. Foab,and thereſt of his 0icers, | 
ſeem'd very backward and oppoſite to this | 
his deſign, and told him, that they beg'd 


of G O D, that he would increafe and mul- 


ſity of raking the exact number of them. 


the Officers departed to execute the Kings 
Orders, and were Ten Monti 1n taking an 


Fudab ; 
Accounts, and brought them to David, 
there were found Thirtcen hundred Thou- 
ſand valiant Mer, bearing Arms in: Iſrael; 


Men in Judah. 


his choice of three ſorts of Puniſhment , 


Expos'd to Wars for three Months, wherein 


tiply his Subjefs, bur did not fee any necel- | 


But David being reſolved upon the Poinr, | 
would be obeyed. So Foab, and the reſt of 39 earneſtly to GOD 1n their behalt , 


accounc of all the People of Iſrael and | 
and when they had caſt up their | 


and Five hundred Thoutand of the like 


heir People and Subjefts : "And as 1t may 
ſerve as 2 Leiloa for them Ao alſo ir is a | 
good Inſtruction for the Paſtors of the | * 
Church, how they ought to offer up them- | : 
- ſelves as Vifims in behalf of the People. 


For this good Prixce, confidering himſelf Pl - 


as the (ole cauſe of the dreadful Aﬀiction, 


which at that time devour'd his People, cried F 


ſlaying; | 
I bave ſinned, 0 Lord, and done wickedh | 
but as for theſe Sheep, what have they pc 2 
Turn rather thine Anger againſt me,and againſl 
my Fathers Houſe, who am the cauſe of it, 
whereas they are innocent. 


Upon this Prayer and Humiliation of | © 


David, GOD ſent the Prophet Gad a ſecond | . 


time to him, commanding himto erect an | ! 
Altar unto the Lord inthe Threſhing-floor | ! 


Bur David being check'd in his Conſcience 49 of Araunah the Jebyſite, where he had ſeen 
tor this Undertaking, humbly confeſſed 
his Sin betore the LYRD, declaring that he | 
had done very fooliſhly , and beſeeching | 
him to takeaway his Iniquity. Whilſt David | 
was engaged 1n humbling hinlfclt before the | 
Lord, and imploring his Grace and Pardon, | 
GOD ſent the Propher Gad unto him, not 
to bring lum his Pardon, but to 'give him 


the deſtroying Angel {miting the People. 
David immediately obcyed this Divine 
Order, and having offered there Burnt- 
Offerings and Peace- Offerings, GOD was en> 
treated, and the Plague was ttaycd. ; 
| GOD made it appear by this Inflance , (as | © 
thc Fathers oblerve)[ hat as be often Plagues | © 
a People for the Sins of their Rulers , jo he. | 
often turns away his Fury from them , and 


viz, Whether ſeven years of Famine ſhould 30 becomeSretonciled, when their Paſtors and 
affict his Land ; or whether he would be. 


Governours ſtar: d inthe Gap, and become 
Interceſſors for them. 
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The CON TENTS of the Firſt Book of the KINGS. 


—_—— 


N this and the following Book, is ſet forth 
the Hiſtory of the Kings, who have 
 Governed the People of GOD, from David 
zntil the time of the Babyloniſh Capuvity ; 
for which reaſon they are called the Firſt and 
Second Book of Kings. 7 he former of theſe 
| begins with a relation of the Sickneſs and 


his Son Solomon 10 the Throne, who after 
that he had received the good and holy Inflru- 


ing his wiſe conduf in adminiſtring and ſetling 
the Afﬀ/tairs of his Kingdom, that thereby he 


ſecure it to himſelf and Poſterity ; and over 
and above had been honoured by GID, with an 
immediate maniſeſtation and revelation of him- 
ſelf, be was in an extraordinary manner bleſſed 
by God in his own perſon, with the Gifts of 
Wiſdom, Riches, and Honour, and in his 


| and Fanuly, hehailt and dedicated a Magnifi- 
| cent Temple tothe LORD, beſides ſome other 
| Royal Edifices. Al which effefts of his Wil- 
; dom and preat Riches raisd him (0 high a 


| Renown (both far and near) that the Queen of 


| Sheba: came to' viſit him in great pomp and 
| fate, and all his Neighbouring Privices , ſent 


Death of King David, and the Succeſſion of 
| ions and Admonitions of his Father,concern-| 


might eſtabliſh himſelf in the Throne, al 


| Countrey with Peace, Trade, and all manner of | 
Abundance and Afluence. And now (after that 
he had ordered all things relating to his Court | 


[1 
i 
' 
[1 


hm 


O 


20 


O 


notwithſtanding all theſe Bleſſings and Favors 


| their King 3 Rehoboam retaining only his 


their Ambaſſadors ro him with rich Preſents, 
ard projjers of Friendjhip and Alliance. Tet 


he had received from the Hand of God, he! 
ſufjer'd himſelf 10 be corrupted and ſeduced to 
Idolatiy » by the many flrange Wives and 
Concubucs he had taken to himſelf; by which 
means the Lord being provoked againſt him,, 


ding of his Kingdom. 

. This Rent accordingly bapned, when his Son 
Rehoboam (by i] and unadoiſed Counſel) 
alienated the Ten Tribcs of Iſrael] from him, 
who choſe Jeroboam the Son of Nebat to be; 


Dominion over the Tribe of Judah,and part | 
of the Tribe of Benjamin; being expreſly | 
forbid by the Lord; to endeawour the redufion| 


of the ſaid Ten Tribes 10 his Obedience by \ 


force of Arnas.as he had intended to ao. More-! 
over, becauſe of his S1ns, and the Sins of the | 


Pcople, the Temple ar Jeruſalem was pilla-} Judah as lira], as far as this Book reacheth; 


ged by Shuſhak King of Egypt.His Son Abiam | 


oO 


after his Death ſucceeds him in the Throne, 
and imitates his V ices and Sins. But Afa and 
Joſaphat being good and religious Princes, 
reform and re-eſtabliſh the Worſhip of God, 

As to the Kings, who after the diviſion of 
the two Kingdoms Reigned over Iiracl , and 
whoſe Hiſtorics are related inthis Book, they 
were all Idolaters, and corrupted the jrue 
Religion by divers abominations : For Jero- 
boam, beſides his ſetting up of the Calves of 
Gold, in a manner totally changed, the out- 
ward order and way of Worſhip, and inflituted 
Prieſts of his, own, that were not of the Tribe 
of Levi, but of the Scum of the People ; and 
by this means were the Ten Tribes turned from | 
the true Worſhip of God to Idolatry. His 
Succeſſors followed his fleps , and in particular 
Ahab; for beſides bis Idolatry, in which he 
cut-did all his Predeceflors, he exerciſed 4 
tyrannical and cruel Perſecution againſt thoſe 
ew ood Men which feared God, that were 
left among his Subjects. And for this Reaſon 
it was, that the-Crown of Iſrael did not con- 
tinue in one Race,but paſt frequently from one 
Famuly to another, not without great Commo- 


tions and Blood-(hed. And tho God was not 


— - — —— ——— 
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jexhort them to Repentance, and 10 return 


maiah, Iddo, Azariah, Jehu, Hanan, Elijah 


wanting to ſend his Prophets Alijah , She- 


and Michajah , to the revolted Iraclites, t0 


from their Idolatry and Apoſtalie , yet for all 
this they [till went on in their Sins, notwith- 


confirmed their Divine Calh, by preat and 


flupendons Miracles. 
The pure Worſhip of God, and true Do- 


| 
anding that the foreſaid Prophets frequently | g 

| 

| 


(becauſe there the Good Kings put their hands 

raiſed him up Enenues, ard by the Prophet | |to this Work, together with the Prophets, and 

' Ahhjah dencanced to him the rending, and divi- R _ 
: | 


Etrine, were ſomewhat better rooted in Judah, 


with a great deal of- fervour and zeal endea- 
wour d a Reformation. So that in this Book 
we have a very lively repreſentation of the | 
\mutability of the outward ſtate and condition | 
'of the Viſible Church in this World, as well 
las of the ſtedfaſtneſs and unchangableneſs of 
the Grace of God towards his own, thi many 
rimes unknown and hid from the eyes of Men. 

This Book contains the Hiſtory of an 
Hundred and eighteen years, whereof the firfl 
Forty belong to the Reign of Solomon, and the 
other Seventy eight concern the Government 
of theſe Kings. that ſucceeded bim, as well in 
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1 Kings L F | 103 =— EZ 7 


David declares Solomon his Sucee for , who thereupon is Declared and Anointed King, 'at the 


SOLOMON MADE KING. es] 


Remon/irance and Interce/ion of  Bathibeba aud Nathan. the Prophet. ____:_ | _ 
er.- T his Abi ay Was a caurtiru Virgin, 


4vid's Age and approaching Death] TI 
' gave occaſion to his Soxs to con-} | that cheriſhed and attended King David 


An I 6902 rend about the Succeſſion, by| |towards his Jatter End , when his Natural 
p-vid being then the ambition they had of riſi::gj |heat began to fail him, fo that they could 
rogers, fo the Royal Dignity; but whul.t [not keep warmth in him : But Solomon 
all were in ſuſpence,to know who would ba !ſmelling an Ambitious deſign in this Suir 


che new King. Adonijah, his eldeſt Son, |of Adonijah, caus'd him to be flain. In like 


(Abſalom's younger Brother ) being impa-| |manner he alſo ſerved Joab his Fathers Ge- 
| tient -to wear a Crown, madea great Feaſt, |zeral, according to the Command he had 
co which he invited Foab and other Gran-! 19\given him. Shimez alſo, who had ſo unpar- 
dees of the Court, whom he had gained ro! |donably affronted and abuſed his Father 


' the Feaſt they ſhould proclaim him King. | |/om, was fain coſubmir to the ſame Fate, 
| Whenthe day appointed for this Con-| | | 
| ſpiracy was come, Nathan the Prophet being| |on the 7 hrone, made an Alli- aw tn 2991: 
 inform'd of the whole Matter, and who} [ance with the King of Egypt, being the zothyear 
' , EY . . of Selomon's Age,and 
| knew that (according to the Divine Oracle)} \and Married his Daughter. te 3a of bis Reign. 


| Solomen was to ſuccced his Father David;} Some time after, GOD appeared to himin 


went to Bathſheba, Solomons Mother, and}, |a Dream in Gibeon, where he had been. 
 advis'd her to go to the King, and acquaint|29/oftering a Thouſand Burnt Sacrifices , and 


him with Adonijeb's Confpiracy, and co put; |bad him ask what he would of him. Solo- 
 himin mind of his Promiſe, to make So/o-! |mon confidering, that he: was King over a 
| mon-his Succeſſor. Bathſbeba followed Na-| |great Pecple, and that Sovereign Power 
| than's Counſcl,and repreſented theſe things| {could not well be managed without an 
' roKingDavidzand whillt he was yet ſpeaking; [extraordinary (hare of Prudence and Wiſ- 
| Nathan came in alfo,and preſenting himſelt| {domr,and thar the greater his Elevation was, 
| before the King, he enquired of him, Whe- | ithe fironger his Obligation was to great 
cher it were with his conſent and allow-| and excellent Actions, thought there was 


ance,that ſome of hisSubjeAs had declared | nothing he ſtood ſo much in need of as ; 
39 Wiſdom, whereby he might be enabled to | 


 Adonijah Kang ? | | | 
| David feem'd much fſurprized at theſe; govern his Subjes well and happily,and 


'Tydings, and not thinking it fir to delay | therefore made that alone his Perition of | 


the time,ordered Nathan the Propher to take | GOD. 


ſome of his High Officers along with him, | | The.LORD was ſo well pleaſed with this | 


-and to Anoint and Proclaim his Sen Sclo- his Requeſt, which ſhewed him already ina 
mon King. Which being accordingly per-| {great meaſure poſleſt of what he had beg'd 


m— ww 


be of his Party, with intention, that after| |David, in the time of his Flight from Abſa- | 


Solomon being thus happily eſtabliſhed | 


TT YC AS Yo Ie. ErIEe—_— — - we 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
j 


through the City, all thoſe who had taken | a meaſure of 1t upon him,as never any Mar | 
part with Adonijah were fain to flee forir, | had enjoy d betore 1m, or ever ſhould | 


»on's Anger , went and laid hold of the; not asked either Riches or Honour,which he 


Horns ot the Alrar, in order to fave his | ſeemed to undervalue in compariſon of | : 
Life ; the News of which being brought co | Wiſdom, he would as a Surplus, give him fo | * 
Solomon, he promiſcd to pardon him, in caſe | great a ſhare ot them both, as never any | ! 
of his good Bchaviour for the future. ' {King had had before him , or any ſhould | ©: 
'  Abour ſome {1x Months after this, GOD be able co boaſt of after him. | ; 
calicd David out of this World,after he had | The Example of this yeung Prince, teacheth | * 
given to his Son Solomon good Counſel and | el{ Chriltian Kings ro make ſmall eſteem of ' ? 
neceflary InftruEtions,how to behave him- | phe Riches, Honours ard Pleaſures of this | ? 
ſelf in the Government, and communicated. 50 World, and to place their chiefeſl glory in ſhew- | : 
to lim ſome private Orders, which he | Zng themſelves the true Images of that GOD * | 
would have him to execute after his Death. | whom they adore,by reſembling him inWiſdom,. ; 
Adonijah ſoon aitcr his Fathers deceaſe, | which 7s the Spring of all goed things ; and in © 
moycd Bath/heba, to fue King Solomon on | _m_ whith is the true eſtabliſhment of their * 
hs behalt for 4i/hag.that he night Marry | [Thrones. SOLO- , ? 
ws LY —_— 4 Wo} 2h 
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formed, and the Report of it ſpread abroad | of him, chat he promiſed to beſtow ſuch | 


j 


and Adonijah himſelf apprehending Solo- 4g have aiter him : And foraſmuch as he had 
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1 Kings III. 
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| of Man, andamonsglt the reſt, the render 
Aﬀections and Bowels of Mothers towards | 


' their Children. 


Solomons 


Wiſe Judgment. 


— 


—— — —  — 
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Solomons famous Fudement between two Harlots, whereby he diſcover” d which| 


0 them both ! Was the Mother of 


a Child, which they equally pretended i 


cant, At a4 + — > . A —o—— 


— — 


CV LOMON having obtaind of GOD 

the gift of Wiſdom, an occaſion nap- 
ned not long after, which 
made it appear 1n its full 
luſtre and glory, and ſpread the Fame of 
it far and near throughout the World. Two 
Harlots preſenting themſclves betore Solo- 
mon, as he far in Judgment, dcefired him to 
decide a difference that was riſen between 
them : And one of them opening the caſe, 
told the King, that both of them dwelling 
in once Heuſe, without any other Company, 
the was brought to Bed of a Chi/d,and thar 
chree Days atter her Companion was del1- 
vered of another, which ſhe ki]Fd by over- 


The ſame Year 290g. 


laying it, and finding her Child dcad, ſhe 


aroſe at Midnight and took away her 


{ Child from her 11de whiltt ſhe flept, laying 


the dead Child in the room of it, ſo thar 
when ſhe aroſc in the Morning to give her 


| Child Suck, ſhe found it dead, and viewing 


it well, found it was none of hers. The 
other Woman ſtrongly deny'd all that ſhe 
had alledged,to prove that che living C hild 
was hers, and itrongly aſſerted , that the 


dead Child ſhe had tound in her boſom, was 


indeed her own Child. 
This intricate Caſe, which had hapned 


without Proof or Witneſs in a loiic Houſe, : 


wherein there was no other company, but 
the Parties conccrn'd, and inthe dead time 
of the Night, did indced require a Head 
like Solomons, to difcuſs and decide it; who 
upon this occaſion gave a convincing Proof 


of the excellent knowledge of Nature he | | 
| was endowed with, as not only under- } |Women do excellently repreſent the difference 
ſtanding the virtues and powers of Plants, | 
' Trees, and Animals, but allo the molt ſecrer | the Church: The falſe Paitors accuſe the 


propenfitics and inclinations of the Heart 


| lone, and theother halſ to the other. The trye 
Mother having heard the King pronounce 
this Sentence, her Bowels being moved ang 
yerning for her Sor, carneſtly entreated the 
Kirg,by no means to kill the innocent Bahe, 
bur rather give 1t to her who falſly pre. 
rended to it, and had robd her of it: 
bur che falſe Mother approved the Equity 
of the Sentence, and conſented, that ſince 
L 0jrhey could not agree about the Child, rhar 


ſince both could not have the whole. 
Solomon had no ſooner heard their diffe- 
rent reflections upon the Sentence he had 
given, but he adjudged the living Child to 
be given to her who by her defire and 


even an inconteſtable proof, that it was 
her own, her Motherly bowels and affecti- 
2o/on cvincing it beyond a poſlibility of 
| 
doubting. Thus by Solomons great Sagacity 
and Wildom was the true Mother diſco- 


[Matter that had been fo ſecretly handled, 
without any Witneſſes, laid open and 
;expos d to the view of all Mey. 
'\ By this means Solomon evidenc'd the 
truth of what he himfelt faith in his Pro- 
olverbs, That a King ſeated on his Throne of 
| \Zudgment, has in ſome meaſure the Spirit of 
Divination oz his Lips, and that it is a, very 
difficult thing to impoſe upon his Prudence and 
great Sagacity, as having the clearneſs of ſight 
iro diſcern between Truth and Lies. 


there is between the true and falſe Paitors of 


gitrue one of killing and deſtroying the Souls 
\committed to their Charge , whereas indeed 
they themſelves are they that murther them,and 


| imake uſe of this Impoſture, to ſow diviſions and 


For Solomon having heard the Plea of 


them both, commanded a Sword to be 


diſſenſions in the Church : But the true 
Paſtors (on the contrary) veriſie themſelves to 


brought him, and pronounced this Sen-| ibe ſuch by the Motherly Bowels they have for 


' rence, Which ar firſt fight ſeemd very | 


ſtrange and unjult. One of yeu(ſaid Solcmon) 


2ith, the living Son is mine, and thy Child 7s | 


dead; and the other ſaith, not ſo, but thy Son 
is dead, and mine is living : Wherefore divide 


their Spiritual Children ; they deſire only their 
Salvation, and nt at all their own Glory, and 


'Life, than to give the leaſt occaſion of dividing 
the Unity of the Church, 


|earneſtneſs. to fave the Childs Life, had | 


lvered, this difficult Cafe decided, and the | 


| The Fathers take notice, That theſe two | 


ir might be divided and each have half, | 
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\will rather ſuffer others to ſnatch from them the | 
og Souls they have nouriſhed with the Word of 


the living Cluld, and give the one half to the —_— -'] 
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The Deſcription of J ER U SA LEM, 


——_— 
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HE City of Jeruſalem, more famous 
for her Warlike Atchievements than 
Babylon, or Rome , and far furpaſſing them 
for Stories Sacred and Miraculous ; and 
for its Antiquity takes place-of both, being 


| but few years after the Confuſion of Lan- 7 


| GUapes. 
| This City, which in David's time was the 
' place of publick Worſhip, the Sear of the 


| Kings, and the Metropolis of the wholc 


Country,bas firſt built by Melchiſedeck,, that 
15, King of Righteouſneſs, (for ſo the word 
 {ignifies) Prieſt and King,and contemporary 
' with Abraham , and called Salem, that 1s, 
| Peace; both Names ſuiting well rogether, 
 fince 1n all human Societies, Peace cant be 
' maintain'd but-by 7uftice, nor 7«flice be 
ever better executed than in the time of 
| Peace. Bur it being afterwards poſlcit by 
' the Febuſites, they from their Ancellors 


| gavc it the Name of Febus, from Febus one 
| of the Sons of Canaan, the Son of Cham 


' or Ham, and Grandchild of Noah; tor! 


' when Cham paſſed over the Enphrates with 


the Canaanites, Mitfraimites, and Phutites, | 


all following towards Egypt, whereof -Ca- 
' naan dropt by the way , and ſeated in che 
| Holy Land; and in this mot pleaſant and 
fertile Country, rhe numerous Off ſpring of 
\theſe prophane Canaartites overſpread 
themſelves, and fevering it in parcels 
amonglt their Tribes, gave Names there- 
unto according to their Father ; yet the 


' whole Country retaining the Name of} 


' Canaan from their Grandfire ; and here 
' ſeveral of his Sons built Ciries, amonglt 
others, Febus;, which afterwards took the 
Name of Feruſalem, or Hieroſolyma. 

For unul this Ciry was conquered b 


' King David, where he eftabliſh'd his Royal! 


a 


- 


' Sear, we find 1t had no other Natne than 
 Febus ;' trom whence the Conquerour cal- 
kd it after ſumſelt Kiriath David,or tlie City 
' of David, and under that Name was 1t 
called all his days, and after , unul King 
Solomon enlarged and bcauriftied it, and 
adorned it with the Sacred 7emple of the 
' LORD, which became more famous all the 
' World over, than ever was that valt and 
rich Temple of Diana at Epheſus, one of 
| the ſeven Wonders of the World. Now by 
[rcaſon of theſe noble Additions of Solo- 
;mon , and for that it was an Emblem of 
this Princes molt peaceable Reign, an for 


20 


gthe Landot Canaan. 


that it was enrich'd with the moſt Sacred 
Temple of Peace, wherein all People were to 
make Attonement tor their Sins, in order 


It was ever after call'd Hzeroſolyma in the 


Hebrew T ongue, that is, the Inheritance of | 


eſpecially was it in the time of our Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt, when the Peace of GOD, which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, was preached, and 


{ſeen there rezoning, Phil. 4 7. 


This City was held by the Jebufites, and 
called Febus for the ſpace of 800 years, 
who fortified it in ſuch ſort, that when 
King David made his preparations to attack 


It, they gave out, that they would oppoſe 
his whole Forces only with their Blind, 


| Lameand Decrepit ; but they were deceived 


{in cheir Boaitings and Imaginacions, for 
King David var.quiſh'd them, cook the City, 
and drove out the Inhabitants; a(terwards 


of $70, and builc round about from Millo 
[1nward, and named it as aforcſaid by his 
own Name, 2 Sam. Chap.5.and made it the 


wholc Kingdom. 

| Here David ſer up the Tabernacle upon 
Mount Sion , which ſome confound with 
the Coalt of Gabaon, and caus'd the Arb of 
the Covenant to be brought thither in gfear 
Joy. By this means he cauſed the Bleſſing 
of GOD to come upon this Hely City, fo 
that it improv 1n ſtrength, largeneſs 
and ſplendor in the Reign of King Solomon 
and his Succcſlors, being enrich'd with 
magnificent Buildings ; and in particular 
the Zemple, tull of rich Ornaments , and in 
great part overlaid with pure Gold, info- 
much char -Feruſalem came co be one of the 
moſt famous Czries in the World,and choſen 


heaped with Proſperity, ſituate in the midit 
of a populous Nation, and environ'd with 
'a molt plealant aad agrecable Conntry, 
| Ezek. 5.5. 51. | 

In the Diviſion of the Land of Canaan, 
1n the time of Joſhua , it fell tothe Tribe 
cf Benjamin, as 1s deſcribed in the Map of 


The Kings that Reigned here after 
Davids taking it trom the Febuſites, were as 
tollowerh; tir(t, King David, who Reigned 
33 years. 2ly, f1mg Solomon his Son, 40. 

K k 3ly, Re- 


to obtain their everlaſting Peace with God, | 


Peace , or the Viſion of Peace ; and fuch | 


he repaired the Breaches, fortified the Tower 


| 


Capital City, not only ot Jadea, bur of his | 


7 N= e——P— + 


by G 0 D to be the place ot his holy Worſhip, | 


| | 
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dly, Rehoboam his Son, 17. athly, Abijam  IKings Palace all that he could find remain- 

bis Son, 3.  5thly, Afe his Son,41: 6thly, | ling af xhe Heffels and Treaſure. Aﬀeer all 
Feboſaphat his Son, 25. 7thly, Foram, 8. | |this, yer held our Gedalia one part of a 
thly, Fehoahaz or Ahazza,r. gthly, Athaliah | |year-as Vaflal ro-the:Chaldeans, bur he was 
his Witc,as Queen, 6. 1othly, oaſh Son of | [flaiwby Iſmael; the remainder of the Pec- 
Ahazieb,4o. 1 ithly, Amaziah Son of Foaſh| |ple fied away into Fgypr, and carried Fere- | 
29. 12thly, Uzziah Son of Amaziah, 52:| |miahthe Prophet with them, Fer. 43. Then 
| x3thly,Fothan,or Foathan Son of Uzziah16.| |ſang.the Prophet this lamentable Song 
x4thly, Ahaz Son of Fothan, under his Fa- | | Fer. Chap. 1. 
' cher and after, 16. 15thly,Hezekiah Son of Thus this miſerable Pecple remained 
| Abaz, 29. 16thly, Manaſeh Son of Heze-| |Captive, and their Country rumn'd and lay 
 chiah,g2. 19thly, Amon Son of Manaſeb,2.| |uncultivated, and their City lay ruinate, 
18chly, Foſrah Son of Amon, 31. 19thly,| |the Watls being pulled down, and the 
Fehoabaz,, or Foachaz Son of Foſtah, Three | | Houſes demoliſhid, becoming the habita- 
| Months. 2oth, ehojakim Brother of _Fehoa-| |tion for Bats and Owls for the ſpace of 


x 


| haz, 11. 21th, Jebojakim Son of Fehojakim| |70 years, until the Land had her fill of 
| 3 Months and 10 Days. 22th.Zedekiah, | |Sabbaths, 2 Chron. 36.1. During the 70 | 
| Brother of Jehojakim, 11 years, and atrer} | years Captivity ar Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar 
| one year more followed the Captivity. Reigned over theſe Coaſts 25 years, Evil. | 
' Thus Jeruſalem was Governed by 21129 merodach his Son 28 years, and Belſhazzax | 
| Kings;and Queen Athaliah, for the ſpace of| | his Grandſon 17 years, 2 Chron. 36.20, | 
| 466 Years,6 Months,and ro Days.ot which | Ar the end of the 14 yearsof Belſhaz- | 
\ 290 years were from the Rebellion of the| | zar, came Cyrus King of Perſia, and Darius 
| Ten Tribes unto the C aptivity ; and the 33| |the Median Prince,and laid Siege to Babylon | 
| of David , the 4o of Solomon, and theiix} |for three years together ; at the end of 
| Months of Rehoboam were betore the Re-| | which was Bel/bazzar carrouſing Wine with 
| bellion,the 10 Days were the exceſs of one| | his: Concubines in the holy Veſſels of the 
year, wherein the Sur went backwards in| | Temple in Babylon, when the Harid-writing | 
' the days of Ahaz\ Andin this time Ferz-| | appeared on- the Wall, which made him | 
| ſalem was grown to that bignels, that ithad [39 tremble for Fear. And the Night after | 
| no lefs than 150 Furlongs in compals,| | Cyrus having drained the River Euphrates | 
| which 1s 18} Engliſh Miles, and numbring| | dry , the City was taken, and Belſhaz- | 
' above-150000 Inhabitants. Bur at theend| | zar ſlain, Dan. 5. And then Reigned | 
' of theſe years in the Reign of Eliakim,| | Darius one year, and in that year | 
' Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylcn, and of| |1t was that the Prophet Daniel ſet him- | 
| the Chaldeans came, and utterly deftroyed| | ſelf tro feck the LORD by Prayer and | 
' both Cay and Country, Kingdom and People,| |Falting, for that he had underſtood by 
' bound the /{ing in Brazen Chains, and car-| | Books,that the 70 years were clean run out, | 
' ried him Prifoner into his own Coxntry,; | 1n order that the People might bereſtored | 
' with certain/efels out of the Temple, and, | againto their City and Country, and that | 
| placed them in the Houſe of his Gods ar 49 the Templeand City might berebuile, Dax 9. 
| Babylon. Fehojakim ſucceeding him was [Immediately was this Prayer heard, and | 
' 3 Months after alſo carried away Captive' |on the ſame year died King Darius, and | 
' by Nebuchadnezzar, with the remaindec of | Cyrus coming 1n his place, gave order for | 
' the rich Veſſels of the Temple, and inthe |rheir Return out of Caprivity, and accord- | 
' room of Fehojakim placed his Uncle Zede-| [ingly the Gold and Silver Veſſels of the | 
' chiah; bur he rebelling and defiling the | Temple being delivered to Zorobabel , no | 
| Sanfluary of GO D, and contemning his, | time was loſt with them, bur immediately | 
' boly Prophets,and all the Inſtructions which |came away with great Acclamations of | 
they Preach'd unto him 1n his Name, the | |Joy. ; 
| King of the Chaldeans returned the third 59) The firft year they could do bur little 
time, took the City , deſtroyed the People, | |more than erect little Huts ro lodge in, 
burne the Temple, with all the ſfump-| |employing their time for the clearing and 
tuous Buildings , and razed the Walls | |carrying away the Rubbiſh., for the laying 
'to the Ground, carried away Captive all | |the Foundation of the Temple : The ſecond 
the reſt of the People;except a very tew,and 8 |year was alſo employed in Re-cdifying the | 
cook our of the Temple, and out of the |Zemple, and the like was the Third, until | 
"21 {top | 
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The Deſcription bf JERUSALEM.  13i] 
opt by the Command of Cambyſes,which |ro Feruſalem with Threats; occaſioncy, for 

laſted all his days. During theſe times| {that Fonathanthe High Prieft,who had (lai 
the Fews buile chem Hoxſes for 'their own is Brother Manafſeb for Marrying a'\ 
dyclling, until reproved by the Prophers| |Dazghter of Sanballar of Samaria, and. 
Haggai and Zachariah. Inthe ſecond year| jcontended with him for the Prieſthood, | 
of Darius, (after the Babylonian Rebel was| |Foſe Antiq. Nebem, 13.28. but when Alexan- 
overthrown ) they began again to build er had got the Empire, Sanb4llat gt the | 
the Temple, and were ſo encouraged by the| [ſtart of the Fews, ſtruck in with the Con- | 
King, that in five years the Inward Temple| \querour, and incenfed him againſt therny | - 
| was finiſhd, and in two years more the}1o|butas Alexander Jay before Gaza, Sanballat 
| Courts were compleated. After 49 years| |died before the Walls thereof, fo that he 
' more was this City ſtill more and more} |had not the accompliſhment of his ends; 
| riſing into Beauty and Honour, until ſhe} |howbeit Alexander having Maſtered Gazg, 
| began to come to her former Grandure;| ;|came againſt Ferzſalem 1n great Wrath, 
| bur yer ſhe had not her Walls of ftrength,j |but Fadd#s (who was High-Prieft at that| 
| until Artaxerxes (King of Perſia) permitted | |time) came out of the City 1n his Prieftly 
| them, and to that purpoſe Nehemiah came| |Robes to meer 'him 3 and no ſooner did: 
| with Commiſſion to ſec it done,and all was | [Alexander fee im, but his Wrath was 
 finiſh'd, and the Gates ſer up for its ſecu-| |turned into Reverence, and doing him! 

' rity and defence in 52 days, Nehem.6.15. |20/great Honour, left alſo noble Marks of his 

Thus did this City ariſe again to its} |Kindneſs behind him at Ferzſalem , bur! 
ſplendour, and fo continued until the| | Alexander being dead , Tenn Lot 

' coming of our Savtozr; and during thefe| |{Lord of Egypr) was not fo civil ; for he! 
| Times was governed by Chief Rulers and| |coming upon them on the Sabbath-day,| 
| High Prieſts, until the time came of the| |( while they made no defence) rook his | | 

' utter ſubverſion thereof. During the| |advantage of their Szftrſtirion, furprized! 

| Perſian Monarchy the Times were not che City, made the Citizens his Capuves; | 

 frowning on them. In the Reign of Kiig) land carried away many of them Prifo-! 

fArtaxerxes Longhand there was one Haman, | |ners inta Egypr. Joſeph. Antiq. Yer the 

| Yon of Hamedatha the Aggage : who en- 3 o\NeXt YEar Antigons got away this City | 

 dangered the undoing the whole Nation | |from Prolomy; and now t was a yery bad} 
of the Fews, not only here, but in other | |time with the Fews, for Paleftine lying in 
Parts of the World; bur by the Providence | che Midway between Syria and Egypt, it 
' of GOD, and the Means of Qucen Eſter | [was an apt Prey unto whomfoeyer was 
and Mordecai, it was prevented : This was | 'ConquerourzAnd thus ſomerimes the Syri- 
ſome few years before the coming of Ne- | |ans were their Lords, and otherwhiles' the| 
hemiah tor the raiſing up the Walls of Ferz- '  |Egyptians,until the end that Prolomy having 
ſalem, by the procurement of Queen | [vanquiſhed Antigonus, enjoyed all Paleftine 
Efther. In theſe Days lived Judith of | in Peace. After him Prolomy Philadelphus| * 
Bethulia, famous for Bcheading Holifernes, gojheld it, who did the Fews much honour,| ! 
who was a Great Commander under Ne- } and cauſed the Famous Tranſlation of the 
buchadnezzar, who rebelliouſly Reigned at'. |0/d Teftament into the Greek Tongue by the| : 
Babylon during the time of Darius King | |Septuagint.0 |, h \ þ| 
of Perfia, and waxing Proud , ſent Holi- | But Antiochus (called the Great)diſturbed | * 
| femes out Weſtward againſt Fudea and | |Paleſtine with Wars in the Reign of Prolomy 
| others, whilſt himſelf made Head againſt | |Philopater, and ſubduedthe whole Country; * 
the Perſians ; but this Holifernes periſhed, | |yet ſhewed kindneſs to the Fews; bur the! ; 

being out-witted by Judith; Nebuchadnez- | |Son of this Antiechus ( called Epiphanes ) ; 
2ar was vanquiſhed by Darius , and being | was a bloody Perfecutor, who polluted! * 
ſhut up in Babylon, was betrayed by Zopy- go he Sanituary of the Moſt High,took away | | 
75; and Darius Reigned over all. And | jthe Daily Sacrifice, and ſet up the Abomina- | 
in the ſecond year after this;was thar ſecond. | #ion of Deſolation tor the ſpace of 2200 
of Darius, when the building of the Temple | -_ D2#.11:31.Chap: 8. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
went forward, Ezra 6. ' and made hayock ot the People, killing | * 
| Inthe days ot Artaxerxes Ochus , there | and: catrying them away Captives, and | | | 
' was one Bagoſes, who was Licutenant to | compelling them to Sacrifice: to 1dols, until | 
\the King of Perſia-in theſe Parts, who came | few of them were [ctt. n Wl 
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' | (another Brother ) caſt out the Gentiles from 


' | came a profeſt Saddaucee, and likewiſe his | 


Theſe were bitter Times amongſt them, 
until Judas Maccabeus, and his Brethren, 
with a ſmall help ſtood up and, adven- | 
tured their Lives for the Service of GOD, 
and did Wonders, cleanſing the Altar of| 
GOD, and reſtored their Religion. This| 
Fudas ſpent his time in fighting the Barrles 
of the LORD, in which he was Victorious; 
and after him Fonathan his Brother did 


| baſely murchered by Tryphon : But Simon 


the Holy City, and reſtored Jeruſalem and 
the Worſbip of GOD; and from this time! 
forward began the Jews once again to 
be their own Mafters, and to give Laws to; 
their Neighbour Princes. Yet this Simon 
was alſo _ by Treachery, but his Son! 
| (called Fohn) revenged his Death , grew 


A while after came Crafſs by, in his: 
Parthian Expedition, and rob'd the Temple, 
bur inthe end Herod (the Son of Antipater) 
an Edomite, a Man tho of a baſe and mean 
Parentage, by his Subtilty'and good For- 
tune gain d the Kingdom, and Rceigned 
many years. - In the Jactter end of whoſe 
Reign was Our Saviour Feſus Chriſt Born , 
land in theſe Days the City of Jeruſalem 


the like, and became Famous until he was{x ojflouriſh'd in Wealth, Peace and Honour, | 


as well as in all manner of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge; only the Fews could not be. 
well ſatisfied in being under the govern. | 
[ment of this Stranger, and to be ſwayed | 
by the Rowan Power. But alas! their Pride | 
was their greateſt overthrow ; for their | 
not recciving the LORD of Life, they | 
loſt that Liberty and Bleſſing which He 
brought down from Heaven for them, had | 


| great, and prevailed againſt the Syrians, /29|they nor deſpiſed it, and contemned him | 


and lefr his Eſtate to Ariſtobulus his eldelt | 
| Son. This Man would be called King, 
| but died after one years Reign, and his} 
| Brother Alexander ſucceeded him,who had | 
' an unquiet Reign with the Syrians, and his | 
| own rebellious Sulgefs for 27 years. Before | 


| theſe Times,the Jews were become Famous 


| fortheir Knowledge, eſpecially in Divinc| 
[ things. | 
 Inthe Fews Return from Captivity, there _ [433 4.4. Chap. 21. 6,.and ſo accordingly it | 


| was one named Ezra, a Famous Scribe, or | 
| Learned Man; After him was Simon the 
' Juſt, a great Promoter of Learning ; Alter | 
' lim roſeup Antigonus Socheus, who was a | 
| oreat Zealot for Gods Laws, and had many | 
| Followers ; but from his corrupted Zeal 
1, prang up the Sc&t of the Phariſees. There 
| was alſo one Sadoc, who was Antigonus's 
' Pupil, who in the end being ryred withthe 


' ſtrict Religious Life, fell oit , and became 40/33 currant, was our Saviour Crucified ; the 


| the Father of the Saddacees 5 and fobn 
| Hircanus (the High Prieſt) being troubled | 


! 


' with the Infolencies of the Phariſees be- | 


' Sons after him. But in the Reign of this 
' Alexander the Phariſees were 1o popular, 
that they gave Law even to the King, and 
occaſioned great Troubles. After this | 
| Alexander, his Wife Salome Reigned ſome | 


and his Dorine taught amongſt them, and | 
in the end Cracified him betwixe two | 
Thieves ; but they knew not the things | 
that belonged to their Peace and Erernal | 
| Happineſs, they being hid from their Eyes, | 
and therefore was 1t foretold what Cala: 
mities {ſhould befal them, and that one | 
Stone ſhould nor be left upon another of ! 
all its Buildings ſhe ſo boalted of, Lake 19. 


1 
' 
: 


came to pals. 

Forty years (under the Type of ſo many | 
Days) GOD had promiſed to bear the | 
Iniquity of the Houſe of Judah , Ezek. 4. 6. 
and this ſcemed to be fulfilled at this time, | 
for ſo many years, bearing date from the | 
[Murther ot Our Saviour , unto the toral | 
deſtruction of the Fews. were fulfilled. | 
In the year of Feſus Chriſt 32 finiſhed, and | 


{Zews crying out to Pontius Pilate, His Blood | 
be upon us, and our Children, Math. 27. 25. 
And many years after this went away theſe 
Murtherers unpumſh'd, as it they had 
—_ no hurt; and the Apoſites and the 
Diſciples of Chriſt ſuffered much, ſome 
being Martyred, others Impriſoned, and 
perſecuted trom place to place z bur as 
theſe Forty years began to wax nigh , ſo 
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years; bur ar her Death, Ariſtobulus the goVengeance began todraw upon chem, and | 


younger Son was vcry troubleſom, even | 
'xo the Diſthroning his Elder Brother. 
:In thoſe days came Pompey the Great into | 
Syria, in purſuit of his Conquelts , and | 
taking advantage of the Diſordersamonglt | 
'the Jews, took Feruſalem , prophaned the 
Temple, and Ictt them in Seryitude to the | 


| Romans: | 


__y 


firlt (like a gathering Cloud) it hover'd | 
'ore hcad, and ſhed its Drops round abour | 
Feruſalem , before the City ic ſelf felt the | 
mart. ; | 
| The firſt char felr this Vengeance after | 
.the Death of Chrift, were the Jews at Rome, | 


hea being detected in certain Treachcrics | 
| E* UPO n | 
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apon Fuluia a noble Romiſh, Lady, and 
complained on to Tiberius the Emperour, 
by Siturnizs the Ladies: Husband all the 
Zews that were there, for the ſake'of thoſe 
few that were faulty, were baniſh'd, ſlaugh- | 
rered,and driven into Sardinia,being many 
Thouſands. Next unto theſe at Rome , 
were thoſe at Alexandria, who upon a ſmall 

uarrel in the days of Caius the Empcrour 
Or three years together, were continually 
perſecuted with Scorns,Robberics, Slaugh- 
cers and Exile to a great devaſtation. 
After this, about the beginning of Clau- 
 dius , the Jews at Babylon fele the ſame 
ſmart, many thouſands being kill'd, and 
the Survivors eſcaping fled into Seleucia; 
where (after two years reſpit ) both the! 
Greeks and Syrians fell upon them , and: 


p—_ 


| [Ceſonnins Gallus flew about 2000 1n Aſa- 
mon, and Ceftius flew about 8000 more in 
Joppa.Ar Damaſcus were {Jain about 10009; 
Antonius , Governour of Askelon flew in 
Battle abouc 10000 ar one time, ' and 
8000 at anothcr: Atter this came Veſpa- 
ſian into Galilee, and waſting che Country, 
took Gadara , where he killed withour 
Mercy : Titus his Son at Japha ſlew about 
915000; Veſpaſian took Jetapata, and flew 
there about 40000 Men, At Joppa periſhed 


4 


taken Captives above 13000; at Gemala 
\periſhed near. 9000 more, and at Giſcals 


more. 


{l:w about 50000 of them; from thence: | caken a ſecond time, and near 15000 Jews 
che Remnant that elcaped fled to C teſephon,|29flan and taken Captives : Next at Begabri 


but here all Nations joyned againſt them, 
and drove them away to the ttrong Holds 
of Nifilis and Nearda. 


and Caphartopha, about 10000 periſhed, 
and 1000 made Captives; and laſtly, ar 
Jericho and thereaboutrs were great Slaugh- 


And now Feruſalem began to be a| [ters made. For all which ,I reter the 


Fellow-ſufterer; tor in che days of Cuma- 
nus the Governour, by reaſon of a quarrel 
with the Centenel at the 7emple-Gate, about 


Reader to Joſephus's Hiltory , wnere all is 
'more largely handled. _ | 
| Butnow for ſometime theſe Slaughters 


20000 Men were ſlain at the Paſſover time. ihad fome intermuſſion, occaſioned by | 
The next that tell upon them was in the, |Nero's Death, and Veſpaſtan's Abſence, yer! 
time of Fzlix the Governour, where many 32 great Slaughters were amongſt chem. . | 

But che great deſtruction hapned unto 


were {laughtered both at Jeruſalem and 
Ceſarea. But as the Forty years grew near 
the accompliſhment, Ge/jizes Florus in the 
Reign of Nero came to be Governour of 
Jeruſalem, who gave himfeclt wholly to 
Bloodand Revenge againit them, ſo that 
in the 21th of Nero, and the 65thof Jeſus 
Chriſt, many Thouſands of them were 
{lain by his means at Ceſarea, and not long 


where thoſe Noble Jews that were honou- 


red which the Roman Knighthocd ſuffercd | 


under this Florus, many of them periſhing 
by publick Whipping and Slaughter; bur 
thele were bur the beginning of Sorrows, 
for preſently the Wars broke out, and (as 
it all Nations had hated the Jews) they 
began in all places to make Slaughter: of 
them. Ar Ceſarea, the Syrians {1ew about 


20000 of them: Ar Scyrhopelis, the Inha- 50 your,and maintained in that Dignity by the | 


birants flew about 13000 of them: Ar 
Aſcaton, about 10000: Ar Ptolemais, about 


20000: At Tyrusa great many ; the like ' 


at Gadara: Ar Alexandria the old Grudge 


revived, and the Greeks and Egyptians there 
flew about 50000 more. Ceſtins Gallus 


burat and ſpoiled the City Zabulor ; 


n 


'them -in the 7oth year of Our LORD, 
'When Veſpaſian (who Commanded 1n the 
Eaft, that he might reſtrain the frequent 
Seditions of the Jews) atter he had poſleſt 


himſelt of divers places in Judea , endea- | 


'vourd ro make himſclt Maſter of Jeru- 


fſalem, and to that end blockt it up ar a | 
diſtance by ſeveral Forts, which cut off | 
atter the Perſecution came co Feruſalem , $9/Proviſions from the City, and incommo- | 
ded the ſeveral ways; but hearing of the 
[Death of Nero and Galba,, together with. 
{diſorders that aroſe from the Conteſts 


berween O0tho and Vitellins , he retired to 


'Ceſarea, where he had an Eye to all che | 
[Territories thereabouts, ſhewing 'more | 
concernment for the proſperity of the | 
Empire, than for foreivn Conquelts, fo | 


that for his Vertue he was choſen Empe- 


Forces he Commanded. 


and Preparations made for his Journey to 


Rome, Is Son 7itas returnd to Judea, to | - 


L33- 


by Shipwreck and Slaughter 4200: Ar | 
Tarichza upon the Lake, were lun and | 


were {lun and taken Captives about 5000 


In the 13th year of Nero, Gadara was 


His Aﬀarrs 1n Egypt being ſet in order, | 


4 
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finiſh there what his Father had begun, | 

his deſign being very much facilitated by | 

the Ditlentions at Jerzſalem , which was | 
L] divided | 
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the City, burning each others Houſes, and.) 
ſetting fire to the Publick Magazines, to the 
deſtruction of a great quantity of Ammu- 
nitton and Proviſions, of which they were 
reduc'd to a moſt lamentable want v ca! 
the City was beſieged. 5s 9 

So dreadful a confuſion of Miſc lict” 
and Slaughter there was amongit thee 
wretched People, that they forbore nor co. 
kill one another even in the Temple. 


During theſe Strifes and Tumulrs there 


| appearcd over this C:ty a Comet un form of 


2a Sword, which ſeemed to denounce further 


| Vengeance to come upon theſeImpious People. 


TitusEncampt himſelf round about,and 


| lad-a formal Siege; whereupon the Be- 
fieged chunking it then time to umte againit 


the Common Enemy, ſtoutly defended them- 


JERUSALEM. 


The Deſcription o 
divided into three FaCtions , cruelly War- | (Conditions. , Upon this new Reſolation of 
1ng upon cach other within the Walls of | |kceping the Place, the: Beſieged fallicd our 


10 


— 


and drove the Romans trom the ſecond 
Retrenchment ; bur four days. after the 
Befiegers retake 1t, raze down: the Wall, 
and pur ſtrong Guatdsmto the Towers, 

Titus preparing: to attack . the Third 
Wall, to avoid the furchet «fuſion of 
Blood , ſends a new Summons: ro the 
Beſieged z but the obſtinare Parry infatua- 
red to their ruin, will hearken to no 
'Accommudation. Then an Atrack jg 
made upon the 7ower or Fort Antonia, on 
both fides at once, and two high Batteries 
raiſed, to-pour down from cach ſide upon 
the Detendants; To whom nevertheleſs , | 
at the fame time he fence Foſephus , ro | 
repreſent unco. them the defparatcneſs of | 
their Condition, 1n caſe they hearkned not | 


20/1n time to ſome reaſonable terms of Agree- | 


ſelves, and made frequent Sa/lies upon 
them ; by which means, although they 


more and more: exaſperated the Romans 
againſt them, yet Titus forborc not to 
make ſeveral overtures of Treaty for Peace, 
offering them good Conditions , which 


they fooliſhly rejected with Infolence and 


Scorn. The Truth is, the Beftegers made 


but flow progreſs for a great while, and 


ment; bur inſtead of yielding to Reaſon 


| 
» | 


they drove back the - Embaſſadour with | 
Arrow-ſhot, and a return of ſcoffing | 
Mcſſages to him chat ſent him, although | 
ar the ſame rime reduc'd to a moſt prodi- | 


v10us Famine, cven very near to the de- 
vouring of one another; however they 
burn and ruine the Batteries of the 
lants, and render them uſeleſs, 


perhaps had been hard put to it, had not a 3oother ſide, 7 irus blocks chem up ſo cloſe, 
that nothing could be carricd 1n or out, | 
moreover, they were ſo pelterd and an- | 


new Diſſention aroſe amongſt the Beſieged, 
only the three forementioned Parties were 
reduced to two, the Heads whereof were 
obn and Simon; and they alſo, when chey 


' obſery'd 7irus ar the Head of his 7roops 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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| he ſo far won upon the 
| Inhabitants, that they began to hearken | 


preparing for a General Afſaulc, fo tar 


' united, that they made a ſhift ro beat them 


off, and rendred wholly 1uccetslcts this 
firſt Aflaule of the Romans, who never- 


with their Battering Rams and other War- 

like Machins, and at lengch made ſuch a 
breach 1a it, that the Befreged were forc d. 
to abandon it, and retire within the ſecond 

Wall. 

-Thus the Romans became Maſters of 
the Outward Wall che 7th day of May, and 
five daysafter they gained the Second Wall, | 
yet Zirus itridtly forbid the faughtering | 


burning of their Houſes, by which Civility 


generality of the | 


tO a Swrrender; bur the Mutineers oppoſed | 


even to a threatning with Death any one. 
| thar ſhould dare co ſpeak any more of ir, 


though itil] 7irws ottered chem very good 


z | 


noy d with the dead Carkaſes, that they 


| 
| 


| 


Aﬀfai- | 


On the -| 
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were forc'd for want of other convenience | 


of Burial, ro convey them (as well as | 


they could) out of the Wall, to keep their | 


Houſes, Streets, and publick Places free. 


A Deſerter reported ro the Romans, that | 
> Ni at one Gate (where he kept Guard during | 
| theleſs continued to batter the firit Wall 40 the Siege) no lefs than 115880 Bodies had | 
been carried out; and it is affirmed for a | 
Truth, That all the Gates of the City had | 
ſent our at leaſt 600000 of the Pooreſt | 
ſore. bcſides a great number of thoſe that | 


were not carried out, bur were thrown in | 


Heaps in the Our-places of certain great | 


Houſes., where they fell ſick and died. 
Wichin the City a Buſhel of Corn was fold 
for 600 Crowns; the Poor fed upon ſuch 
of any that ſhould be taken , as alſo the xg things as they could find , as Graſs, Hay, 


Old Hides, and Cow-dung was a delicate 
Diſh; yer-could nocall theſe diſmal Acct- 
dents diſpoſe theſe obdurate Wretches to a 
Surrender. 
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Ar the beginning of Jaly the Tower of | 
Antonia being taken by Force, the Beſreged | 
betook themiclyes to the 7emple , whers | 


after | 


The Deſcription of ] ER U S ALEM: 


after Fire and Sword had raged for ſome! 
cime, to the ſlaughter of vaſt Multitudes, 
as well of the Afailants as Defendants ,"at| 
length (much againſt the Will of Titus, 
who had a-great mind to have preſerved 
ſo noble a Structure) the Temple took 
| Fire the 10th day of Auguſt, being the very 
ſame Month and: Day that the firſt Temple 


| had been deſtroyed and burnt by the 
| Chaldeans ;, being 1130 Tears, 7 Months, 
| and 15 Days, according to the moſt recei- 
ved compuration after the ſaid Temple was 
' founded by Solomon, and 639 Tears and 
| 45 Daysatter the ſecond had been rebuilt 
| by Zorobabel. However this Computation 


agrees nor alrogether with that of the; 


7ews, who allow but 410 Tears duration 
co the firlt Temple, and 420 to the 


ſecond. 


In this expugnation and deſtruction of|20 


the Temple there was ſo greata ſlaughter 
$f the Zews,that fled tiaither for Sanctuary, 
(the Fury of the Conguerovr neither ſparing| | | | 
Age nor Sex) that che Blood of the Slain} {at length it fel] under the 7 urkiſb Toke, who | 
flowed like a River down the Steps, and| 
tho the grand Mztineers made their eſcape! \Tolcration to the Chriſtians ; fo that it is | 
and defence from place to place tor a few! 
days, yet at laſt they ferved only to 
coimpleat the Number, and to fill the 


' Sweets and publick Places with their dead\39) 


Carkaſſes. 


In this Szege, from the 14th of April to 


the 8th of September , there fell by 
Sword and Famine 1100000 Jews, alſoi lon, 225 from Conſtantinople, 355 from | 
97000 taken Priſoners by the Romans , \Moſco, 388 from Naples, 390 from. 
beſides Millions that periſhed in filence.; |Cracovia in Poland, 402 from Vienna, | 
The Remainder of this miſcrable City 
being reduced to Aſhes, whatever was| 
ſav'd of the Booty was employed to cn-| 
rich the Triumph of Yeſpaſian, and his Son 
Titus : And atter thar, tor the Ornament 
of the Templeof Peace; which was erected 


at Romes 


the! 


I'O 


| 


| 


40 Now asthe whole of this Ichnographical 


£ 
k 
: 


In proceſs of Time the Emperour Adrian| 


having obtained freſh Victories over the! 
 Fews, who rcbelled under the condutt of 
| Barchochabas, had a Fancy to rebuild it on; - | 
Mount Calvary , calling x trom his owni ot the Arkot the Covenant, or Aliance , of | 


Name Azlia ; bur at the ſame time expreſlyj |the 7 able of Shew-Bread, and of the Golden- | 


| forbidding the Jews to inhabit there: Inj5o 
proſecution of which Prohibition,to render 
the Place the more odious and exccrable| 
to them, he cauſed the Image of a Hop to; 
be placed over the Gate, and from thence- | 


forth the Chriſtian Church of Ferus of Feru-. 


_——  _— 
ou 


ſalem choſe not their Biſhops, as tormerly, | 
| trom amongſt choſe of the Circumciſion, 


| Conflantine the Great out of his Devo- 


tion, and, partly excited by his Mother 
Helena, enrich 'd-it with-many fair Edifices, 
and with a ſumptuous /emple for the Chri- 
ſlians, tor the performance of their Divine | 
Service, 1n the very place where the Sepul- 
chre of Jeſus Chriſt had been. Futidh th 

Apeflate 1n hatred of Chriſtianity, perrfiitetd 
the Jews to rebuild theirs; but as they 
were bulie ac Work in clearing the Foun | 
\dations, Flames of Fire iſſuing out of the 


Earth, hindred their deſign, and deſtroyed | 


both the Workmen and the Work, as Animi- | 
anus Marcellinus,a Pagan Writer (and there- 
fore the more credible) upon this Subje&t 
rEcCItES, ne 
| Solong as the Roman Empire continued | 
flouriſhing in the Eaſt, Jeruſalem kept up | 
1ts Grandure in the Profeſſion of Chriſtian 
Religion ; but after that the Saracens came | 
in like a Deluge upon thoſe Parts, it re | 


11t came into the hands of the Chriftians, till | 
/poſlets it to this day , nevertheleſs give | 


inhabited by a People differing as well in | 
| Language, as in Sentiment of Religion and | 
form of Worſhip. | | 
| Jeruſalem 1s ſeated 7 Leagues from For- | 
.dan, 10 from the Mediterranean, 5o from | 
' Grand Cairo, 72 from Antioch, 167 from | 
| Mecca, 171 from Niniveh, 174 from Baby- | 


411 from Rome, 430 from Venice, 541 | 


trom Amſterdam, 558 trom Paris, and 5932 |* 


from London. 


= 
; 
: 
. 
: 
: 


Map of Feruſalem ſerves to repteſent to us 


{irs Place, for che underſtanding of ſeyeral | 


'places of Scripture, and 1n particular the | 
;3d Chaprer of Nehemiah: Moreover, the | 
Ornaments which encircle it, haye their | 
references to divers other places of the | 
Word of GO D; For Exarmple, The Figures | 


\Candleflicks belonging to the 25th Chaprer / 
of Exodus; that of the 7 abernacle, to the | 
'26th and 27th Chapters of the ſaid Book; | 
that of the Aigh-Prieſt in his Pontifical 
'Habits, to the 28th Chapter ; thar of - the | 
Altar of Perfumes to the 3oth of Exodus ; | 
'thar of So/omons Temple , and the Brazen- | 
Sea,to the 6rhand 7th Chapters of the Firſt | 
| | k Book | 


\main'd ſome time in their poſſ:Mon, then | 
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The Deſcription of the T abernacle and Ark of Aliance. 
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Book of Kings. A brief account of all which 
here followeth, referring the Reader to the 
ſeveral Chapters aboveſaid. 


Em 


The Tabernacle. 


OSES having brought to the 
1V 1 People the Tables of the Law, and 
Ames Mundi 2513, FREY being reſolved to render 


being 6 Months after 
their going out of E- 
gt; but this Taber- 


p27; burrbis Taker- this holy Man thought of no- 
until the beginning of CNINZ INOTE, THAN tO CXCCULC 
thenextyen. what GOD had commanded 
him during thoſe 40 Days on the Mcurr. 


But before he undertook any Work, he 


| aſſembled the Pecple rogerher, and declared 


to them what G 0 D had commanded him 
to do; tothe end , that every one ſhould 
freely offer what he was able towards ſo 
great a Work. Hardly had he made this 
Propoſal unto them, but that they freely 
brought in all their precious Ornaments, 
even the Women did not ſpare their Pen- 
dants, Bracelets, Rings, and molt rich Veſſels , 


They gave alſo what they had of rich 


Stuffs and Perfumes. = 
And Moſes having choſen Perſons cn- 


| lightned with Wiſdom from GOD, to 


overſce thoſe Works, they found themſelves 


3n ſuch manner over-loaden with Gifes, 


that they were*conſtrained to publiſh by 
an Heratd, that no Perſon ſhould bring in 
any more. 

' The Work which G9D had ordained 
Meſes firſt to begin, was this T abernacle. 
It was 3o Cubits long and 10 large; Ic 
was Boarded on all fides, and covered 
within and without with Stzf/sz thoſe 
within were cxcceding rich, and thoſe 
without were of Skins fit to refilt all the 
injuries of Weather. The cmbroidery of 
the Curtains within repreſented Cherubins 
and FeatbgzFand all the Skins were faſtned 
to one anofficr, by little Rings and Buck/es 


| of admirable Art. There were four Stuffs 
| one upon another , the better to refilt all 


ſorts of Weather. There was faltned to 


| the Boards Rings of Gold, through which 


paſt Levers, which were alſo covered with 
Gold, to carry it when they were to remove 
the Tabernacle, and there were Silver Baſes 
ro place them upon for the greater 


* { ſecurity. 


This was the conſtruction of the 7aber- 
nacle, which (S. Auſtin ſaith ) was full of 
Myſteries, and was a viſible Figare of the 
Church. This Portative Temple, which was 


to GOD a taithful Obedience; 


I'O 


20 


30 


| |the Church whillt it is yer here on Earth, 


tranſported jn ſeveral places, did denote! 


in a ſtate of inſtability and place of. Paſ. 
ſage; as lince the Temple of Solomon figures 
the Church to be in us ſtate of ſtability, 
and in its Heavenly habitation. The Boards 
which made the Walls in the Tabernacle, 
ſignified the ſtrong Perſons which uphold 
the whole Church by the ſolidity of their 
Vertue. The Silver Baſes upon which they 
were placed, did denote the purity of the 
Doctrine and Truth upon which ſhe is fixed, 
The Golden Tapeſtries, adorned with Em- 
broidery of diftctent ſorts, which gliſtered 
on all {ides of the Temple, ſignified the 
different Vertzes of the Ele, which alto- 
gether form an agreeable Variety to the 
Glory of GOD, and Ornament of the 
Church. 

Bucas the Fathers do very well remark, | 
each particular part of this Tabernacle did 
not compoſe only a Dwelling-place where 
GOD did inhabit. It was only the whole, 
and the union of the Parts together ; 
which marks unto us, That how excellent 
ſoever each particular Vertue appears in the 
Church, they are nevertheleſs nothing , if 
they are not united by Charity to the reft of 
its Children ; for which Peace and Concord: 
is the meft holy Temple, which GOD cn 


have here upon Earth. | 


—=- 
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eſteemed moſt precious, and the Scripture 
calls 1c, 7 he Glory of Ifracl, aad The Strength 


The Ark of Aliance. 


HE Tabernacle being made accord- 
ing to the Rules which GOD had 
preſcribed ro Moſes , he began | 
torthwith to work upon this 
Ark; which wasas it werean Abridgment 
of the whole Religion of the Fews, and 
was chiefly made to place it Honourable. 


The Jews conſidered it as a thing they 


The ſame Year. 


5 O 


| becauſe it was from thence that GOD gave 


f the Jews. It was two Cabirts and an half | 
ong, one and an half wide, and as much | 
in heighth. It was made of Incorruptible 
IVood,and covered both within and without 
with Plates of pure Gold; that which co- 
vered it above was not of Wood, buta able 
of Gold, of the ſame bigneſs of the Ark, 
and this Cover was called the Propitiatory, 


forth his Oracles to his People, at ſuch 
timcs as he would be favourable unto 
them. 
There was upon this Propitiatory two 
Cherubins, 


mt ; 
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Cherubins which regarded cach other, and| | _—...._..—. EF: = 
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which extended their Wings all along the The Table of Shew-Bread. : 
Ark, as it were to ſerve for a Throne to his | || —==onmpmppemmpmmm naw | Af 
'Majefty, which hath given occaſion to S ſoon as the Ark of Aliance was; * 
'choſe manner of Expreſſions ſo frequently "A made an end of, Moſes made a 7able : 


aſed in Scripture, which repreſent unto us | _... ACCording to the Command = 
GOD pt. upon the Chirubine GOD COTnOns "+ of GOD: Ic was of Incor- | | 
alſo cauſed to be fixed on the four Cor-| {ruptible Wood, and covered over on all ſides | * 
'nersof the Ark Golden Wings, and ordered | |with Plates of Gold; the Length of ic was | | 
| Staves to be made of Shittim Wood, covered rojo Cabits, ts Breadth one, and'its height | 
with Gold, which wercealways put through| !half-a Czbir. GOD cauſed him to pur a 
the Four Rings, and ſerved to carry the} jlittle Crown of Gold, which had a. ſmall 
| Ark when the Camp moved. GOD would | |rifing both above and below z and there 


won "—— ——— ——_ ——— 


have this Ark conſecrated unto him,)and | |were four Wings of .Gold underneath the | * 
that there ſhould be nothing elſe pur jaws Crown, through which were put Staves | | 
therein, but the 7 ables of the Law, which | {covered with Gold, for the carrying it } * 
cauſed it to be called the Ark of the Teſti- | |where-cver the Camp moved. - i -þ 
| mony, or the Ark of Aliance; becauie the The uſe co which this Table was allotted, | : 
' Law in Scripture is called by theſe two | |was continually to offer before GOD that | : 
' Names. They putalſoa Meaſure of Manna po|Bread, which was commonly called the | ' 
therein, with Aaron's Rod. Shew- Bread. There were Twclyc of chem, | ! 
'Twas in this manner that God was pleaſed | jfix at cach end of the Table, and made of - 
in times paſt, to give to this dull People an | |the fineſt Flower muxe with il ; they were | * 
| Objz&t of Pie:y which ſhould be viſible | |changed every Week, and new ones put | 
' unto them, and which had a correſpon- an cheir room. The Stale ones the Priefts | * 
dence to their Weakneſs ; but the True Ark | {were only permitted to eat; and in the Holy | 
' where GOD will now inhabit, according | Place, to ſhew che greater Zeal: GOD alſo | : 
tothe New Law, 1sthe Soul of the Faithful, | ordered Moſes to make little Baſons of Gold, | * 
who keep his Commandments written in; |ro put theſe Loaves in on the Table, | 
their Hearts upon two Living Tables,which poland other little Diſhes of Gold. to cover | 
| preſerve* the Manna of Grace, by which? |them. GOD commanded that they put | 
| they are always nourithed, and which have | upon cach of theſe two little Piles, a Veſſel | 
within them (like Aaron's Rod) through the | full of the moſt excellent Incenſe, that the | 
 inflexibility of their Yertue and Juflice. | 'Smoke might aſcend up to Heaven, tothe | * 
| The Propitiatory which covercd it, repre- | lend that theſe Loaves might be conſecrated | : 
ſented Jeſus Chriſt, which is our Propitiation, | ito GOD. EY, = 
| (as S.Paul ſaith) and who hath reconciled us| | It was in this (as the Fathers obſerve) |, : 
' 20 bis Father, and dwellcth 11 the Souls of |- |the continual Sacrifice , by which GOD would | © 
the Faithful. | | [witneſs to bis People a continual acknowledg- | | 
This Propitiatory had two Cherubins ; But |, \ment ; and that he did declare , That it was 


' (as S. Auflin often faith) Chriſtians are Che- oa only from his Goodneſs it did poſſeſs what it | © 
' rubins themſelves through the fulneſs of their | had. He would for this Reaſon , that there , © 
' Charity, which renders .them like unto the | ſhould be 12 Loaves, to make the 12 Tribes | : 

| Seats and Thrones of GO D. Thus conſidering | 'of Iſrael , that each Tribe might ſee into a | 

' the Honour to which GO D has been pleaſed | juſt reſentment of his Mercics, and that alto- | 

| | to call them, they ought 10 deſpiſe the | gether they might look upon GOD as the Author | 
| 
| 


' vain Greatneſs of this World, and to ſeparate | of all their Good. | 
themſelves from it as unworthy of them , and It is yet to this day the Acknowledgment | + 
to be always as a Sanctuary where the LORD hich he requires from Chriſtians , and by ſo | : 
takes pleaſure 10 inhabit ; and nor to imitate |. ,\amuch the more reaſon as the Favours which he | * 
| that which the Enemies of the Temple of | hath done them are more excellent. They have | © 
| GOD have formerly done, in placing the | \anotber Shew-Bread , that is to ſay, Jeſus | ! 
| holy Ark by the Idol Dagon ; which(S. Auſtin | |Chrift, zpon the Holy Table, which is offered : * 
| faith) wedo at ſuch time as we link the Vanity | up to God for Thankggiving , and who offers | * 
| of the World with the Truth of GO D, and | \himſelf to his Father , in acknowledgment of © © 
' the Worſhip of Devils with that of Jeſus | |the Gifts which he hath poured down upon his + © 
Chriſt, | | 'Church- 
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The Golden-Candleflicks. 
Ocwithſtanding that every thifig 
was magnificent in the Temple , 
which GOD had ordercd Moſes 
to raiſe for his Honour 
nevertheleſs one may ſay,that one of thoſe 
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things that moſt ſhined, was the Golden 
Candleſtick, which GOD had commanded 
| Moſes to make according to his particular 
| Order, as 1s at large ſer down in the 25th 
Chapter of Exodus , beginning at the 31th 
Verſe; the Form of which, 1n ſome reſpect, | 
appears by the Figure thereof. 

Over this Candleſtick with the ſeven! 
Branches, were put ſeven Lamps, made alſo 
of pure Gold; and the 0 to feed theſe 
Lamps, was the pureſt 0] of Olives. It was 
the High Prieſt himſelf who had the Order 
to light them every Day, that they might 
{ burn all Night in the 7abernacle. Theſe 
' ſeven Lamps ſo Myſterious , have great! 
| coherence with choſe we read of in the 
| Apocalyps, where Feſus Chriſt (glorious after | 
his Aſcenſion ) takes pleaſure to ſay , That! 
He dwells in the midſt of the-ſeven Lamps,! 
which he clearly ſaith to be the Churches. | 


pg 
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| be lighted them as Lamps, not to be hid in an 
| obſcure place, but 10 ſhine in the Houſe, (as 
| be ſaith of S. John Baptiſt) 20 the end that 
| that ſplendor which the Paſtors caft forth to the} 
| Eyes of Men, may ſpring forth from the inte- 
| rt0r Fire of that Charity with which they burn 
| tn their Hearts in the Eyes of God ; and that 
their Lamps having been once lighted by the 


29 


| GOD marked it even inthe Ancient Law,, | ther of the colour of Facinth, which was 
what the Miniſters ozght to be in the New,\39 fuller, and hung down almotlt ro his Feet; 
70 whom Jeſus Chriſt has ſaid himſelf, that | below which there was faſtned Pomgranates 
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Stock that ſuſtains all the Branches, ' which 
can't ſubſift of themſelves, and which have no 
ſtrength, but that which they draw from our 
SAVIOUr. 

As long as the Paſtors remain fixt to Jeſus 
Chriſt, they have nothing to fear. Mcn may 
well endeavour to ſhake them; but Gad, who 
hath himſelf placed them in his Church as | 
Lamps, 10 enlighten the Faithful, keeps them 
always ſo, that they remain firm and unſhaken | 
in the Houſe of the LOR D, in deſpight of | 
all the Tempelts and Agitations of the 
World. —- — 
The High Prieft's Habits. 
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Here remained no mere ( after fo 
mainy Works) but the Ornaments of 
theHigh Prieſt and the Levites. 
That which they had com- 
mon to them all, is, (that beſides the under 
Habits which GOD had ordained for com- 
{ lincſs ) they had all of chem a certain 
| Garment of Linnen, ſomewhat like unto 
| the Canonical Surplices , except that they 
had no Folds. And that was the only Gar- 
ment which was common both to the 
High Prieſt and the Levites; but the High 


Prieſt had over that Linnen Garment , ano- 
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and lircle Bells of Gold intermuxed, to the 
| number of 72. | 
| Over this Robe the High Prieſt veſted | 
himfclt with the Ephod , which was a 
\certain rich Stuff, Embroidered, which 
\reached bur halt way his Body. Ir was | 
.closd oneach fide, and open bur aboye | 
by the Breaft, which was joyned together | 


| Fireof the Holy Ghoſt , they may never be 49 with two Claſps, on which were two | 


| extinguiſhed, and raiſe themſelves above all | 
| the endeavours that Men can make to extin- 
guiſh them , (according to the Words of 
| Paulinus) change often the Order of G 0D, 
| and raiſe upon. the Candleſtick, Lamps 
| which have nothing but Smoke, and hide 
| 2nder a Buſhel the r7%e burning Lamps, and, 
' which might be a Light to others. 


$.Gregory hath alſo admired in this Can-| 


dleſtick the ſolidity of the Workmanſhip, which |5 


| be lookd upon as a Figure of that firnmeſs 
' which all the Paſtors of the Church ozght ro 
| have, left God ſhould change their Candlc- 
' ſtick out of its place, as be threatned a B:ſhop | 
| in the Apocalyps. But this ſame Father very | 
| well remarks, That this Firmneſs cant - come | 
' to them, but from Jeſus Chrilt , which 35 the 


: 
' 


dtwo words following were writ -upon a 


Chains, two held it above, and two faſtned | 
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iPrecious Stones of admirable beauty, upon | 
|which were engraven the Names of the 
| I2 Tribes, {1x upqncach Stone. There was 
' upon the fore-part of this Ephod a void 
[place a Foot ſquare , which was filled up | 
'with a piece of Embroidery , called the | 
| Peforal, enriched with 12 Precious Stones, | 
jon cach of whicly were writ one of the 
{Names of che 12 7ribes of Iſrael ; thelc 


litcle Plate of Gold, viz. Dofrine and Verity. 
'This Peforal was faſtned with four Golder 


ir-below to the Girdle. ; | 
| Although that this Ephod was very 
(ſtrait, nevertheleſs the High Prieft did not 
ſtick co girt it cloſer, with a Girdle of rich 
| Embrot- 
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The Tyſeription of the Altar of Perfumes, and Burnt Offerings. 
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Embroidery. He had upon his Tyer or Head- 
Band a Plate of Gold, which covered his 
| Forehead , on which were cngraven theſe 


covered. Ir was called the Altar of the 
Holocauſt , that 1s, whole Burnt Offerings. 
It was (quare. being five Crbirs long and 
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Words, Holineſs belongs to the LORD. as many broad, and three in height. Ic. | * 
All the Glory of theſe Habits,notwithſlanding| |was made of Shirtim Wocd, but covered on | © 
the Greatneſs thereof, were nothing when we fix| |all ſides with g:eat Plates of Copper, Tts | ! 
our Eyes on that Magnificence which was figu-| |Superficies was covered with a Grate, over | * 

| red by it. The Gold ſpark/ed (faith S.Gregory)| [which was a lictle Grate , which aſcended | 
| z0 ſhew that God chiefly demands Wildom| |a Cubit and an halt unco the middle of the | * 
| in thoſe which approach his Altar, even a\1o Altar. 2 | = 
| Wiſdom of Godlineſs, which renders their This Altar , which was not ſolid, brit | * 
| Life more pleaſing to him, than their Pricſtly; |hollow, was not in that particular like |. *: 


| Garments are 70 the Eyes of Men. Theſe 


little Bells ſagnifie 10 the Priclts , that their 
| Lives ought to ſpeak, and that their Actions 
| —_ to diſpoſe Men to think on God. Theſe 
| Be 


Is made 10 noiſe when the High Prielt;} 


unto the other Altars, which GOD had ; *: 
commanded ſhould be ere&tecd ro him at | © 
ſuch time as they ſhould be in a fixt con- | *? 
dition, which ought to be ſolid ; that is, |  ? 
either of Earth, or of unhewen Stone. This | © 


z 
' moved not , and Miniſters edifie not their| |(on checontrary) was an A/tar to be car- | ? 
' People at ſuch times as they advance not in ried abour, and to change Place when the | | 
| Piety-. « 29 People did decamp to go elſewhere. þ 
' This Pectoral, on which were writ the T heſe two Altars (according to S.Gregory) | * 
| Words DoEtrine and Verity, did denote, that | did denote, during the Ancient Law, the [tate | ; 
| the Heart of the Prieſt ought to be employed, | {of Souls in the New Law , and the two diffe- | * 
| in caſting away all vain Thoughts and| |rent Orders which ſhould be always in the | | 
| Earthly Afﬀairs. The 12 Names engraven, 'Church ; that is to ſay , that of Penitence | & 
| on the 12 Stones, denote, that they ought 'and that of Innocence. One of theſe two | © 
| always to be mindful of the Ancicnt Fathers, | | Altars was in the Tabernacle, and the other | | 
| their Predeceſſors : Por (according to the} |without, to ſigniſie to the Penutent, that they | |} 
| ſame Father) the Prieſt can't be unblameable| | are yet unworthy to enter into the Temple. | j 
in bis Life, bit when he treads the Steps of|3a One of theſe Altars was appointed to burn the © © 
theſe Saints, andhath always the Example ofi |Hleſh pf Animals; which admirably repre- | | 
| their Life before his Eyes, to follow them bim-| ſents the exteriour Actions of Repenrance, | 2 
| ſelf, and to cauſe athers to do the like. by which the Pcaitent offers himſelf in ſome | © 
| m—_ 
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ſort to God, and conſumes as a Holocault , | 
| the other was reſerved to burn the Perfumes, | 
to raiſe up to Heaven the odour and ſmoke 
\of the Incenſe; which ſignified the heat of 
| Charity iz their Souls, and the fervour of 
their Prayers. 

Rn; So one of theſe Altars 3s for thoſe that ſigh | 
' which they called the Altar of Perfumes,| |as yet, in the remembrance and reſentment of | 
| becauſe they offered continually upon it} their Sins 3 and the other 3s for thoſe that ſigh 
to GOD. Ir was of Shittim Wood, covered| 170 longer, but through the deſure of Heaven, 
with Ge/don all ſides. It was ſquare, being} |and God who there inhabits. The Prieſts 
| a Cubit long and broad, and two Cabits| |raiſe the firſt Altar when they repreſent to 
high. GOD himſelf had market it out in| |Sinners with vigour their Faults they have 
| what manner they oughr to compoſe the| jcommitted, to excite in them a wholſom Con | 
| Perfumes that were offered on this Altar. | |triuon: And they raiſe the ſecond at ſuch time, 
| It was placed in the Tabernacle over againſt | when they have brought theſe humble Sinners 
the Vail, which GOD had cauſed to be 5olto a holy Repentance. 
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| The Altar of Perfumes, and of Burnt Offerings, 


by all chat GOD had! 
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Commanded Moſes to put into the 
Tabernacle, this Holy Mani 
cauſed another to be made, 14 


| Amo Mundi 2514. 


Q. 


fer before:the Ark, berween the Table on Theſe two Alcars , although ſo different in | 
 |themſelves, have nevertheleſs this of common; 
that both of ther honour God, by a holy 
Adoration, and have both need of the Fire of 


OE 


which was pur the Shew-bread , and the 
| Golden-Candleftick. | 

| Juſt before the Tabernacle, GOD had 
cauſed another A/tar to be made, which | [his Holy Spirit, to conjame the Sacrifices 
ſtood in the Court, as it: was appointed 'which are offered. 

| for the Burnt Offerings., which was :not Y 
| | A 
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Solomons Temple. 
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of great Peace and Plenty ; for the 
San infinite Riches of this Prince , 
[2 = dilated it ſelf over all his 
| SubjeAs, who (as the Scripture faith) lived 
| peaceably, cach under the ſhadow of his 
' own Figtree atid Vine. They then had bur 
| a mean eſteem of Gold by reaſon of the 
| great plenty, and Silver was ſcarce 


E: 

4 l YH E Reign of Solomon was a time 
Ez 

| 


' regarded amongſt them. All the Magni-| 


| ficence of ſucceeding Princes have not 
| been cqual to his, and they might paſs for 
| _— aud private Perſons 1n compariſon to 
| him. 

| There was every Day uſed in this Kings 
' Houſe about 11 Hogſheads of fine Flower, 
' and about 22 of ordinary, 10 Fat Oxen, and 


' wiſe 100 Sheep, beſides an infinite number 
' of Veniſon, with all ſorts of Fowl! both 
| Tame and Wild. He had 40000 Horſes 
for Drazght, and-1 2000 for the Sadle, all 
which were fed and kept in a molt excel-| 
| lent order. 
' This great Plenty was occaſioned by 
reaſon of the Pexce which all Jadea 
enjoyed , and this occaſioned Solomon to 


wo 


The Deſcription 2 of Solomon's Temple, and the Brazen Sea. 


IO 


O 


Too happy (faith S. Ambroſe) if Solomon 
had taken care by raiſing a Temple to God, | 
ſo to fix himſelf in Humility, that his Soul 
might have been a Temple more acceptable, 
than that which he cauſed to be built ! Bur 
after having Conſecrated to God a T<mple of 
Stone in his Tourh, he ſhameſully propha- 
ned in his old Age (as we ſhall ſee here- 
after) the Temple of his Body. ' And he 
learns others by bis Example, That thoſe why | 
give Preſents ro God, or his Church, muſt 
not over-much depend on thoſe Gitts , how | 
[ſplendid ſoever they appear to the Eyes of Men, | 
but to remember, That the true Happineſs of | 
Man in this Life (asS.Auflin notes) js to be | 
| abaſed, not raiſed ; ſince all that which Solo. | 
mon had done, and poſſeſſed of Magnificence, | 
did not hinder him at laft to be overwhelmed | 
(by the acceſs of his glory and happineſs. | 
| The Brazen Sea. | 


| 


| 


— 


THE Building of the Temple of Sols- 
mon, although ſo admirable and | - 
| | myſterious in it ſelf, had been | 
+ ao imperfect, . if this Prince, of | 
whom all theſe Works were Figures (as he | 
himſelf was che Figzre of the Truc Solomon) | 


had not accompanied this Holy Building | 


39 with all ſuch Neceflarics as belonged to 


' have the Name of Pacifick, It was this Peace | |the Worlhip of God,and to the Ceremonics | 


thar was neceſſary for him for his deſign | 


of building the Temple, firſt deſigned by | |Gold which he cauſed to be made with an 


David, but could not be accompliſh'd by | 
[reaſon of Iis many Wars. This young | 


of Iis Sacrifices. After ſo many Works-in 
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infinite Expence, he made this Work, 
which by reaſon of its vaſt largeneſs , is | 


' Prince uſed his urmoſt Endeayours to | iparticularly deſcribed in Scripture, and 


[accompliſh this Undertaking, employing | ideferves a particular Explication. 


for the building thercof 80000 Stone- | 
'Cutters, 70000 Labourers , and 3600 Over- | 
ſeers. | 4 
' This Temple was begun in the 4th year | 
'of Solomon's Reign , 480 years atter the | 
Iſraelites going out of Egypt, and it was ; 
{finiſhed In the beginning of the 7ear 3ooo, | 
being juſt a 1000 7ears before the Birth of | 
the Me/res, of which it was a Figure. 'So ' 
Solomon , who was not much above | 
20, years old when he began this Work, | 


'had the good Fortune to, raiſe the Firſt | 


tac Rcadcr. 


O 


'ZTemple upon Earth to the Name and Glory go 
of the 7rue GOD, and to accompliſhin tew | exerciſe their Prieftly Funftions. GOD had | 
. {years the moſt MagnificentBuilding,which | ;given this Ocder co Moſes, and this holy | 
unt] char time had ever been ſeen ; which 
1s at large ſet down in the 6th Chaprer of : 
the Firit Book of the Kings,as to its bignels, | 
richneſs of Building, &c. co which 1 refer | 


' Ir was a Brazen Veſſel extremely large, | 
being 5 Cabits high, 6 large, and 3o about, 
ſothat it would hold about 300' Hogſbeads 
'of Liquor, according to our Mcaſurcs. 
It was ſuſtained by 12 Brazen Oxen, 3 of | 
'which regarded cach quarter of rhe Hea- | 
'vens. It was cnricht with all ſorts of Or- 
'naments, as Feftoons, the repreſentation of | 
Animals, and of all ſuch chings as the moſt 
\curious Artiſts could invent and make. | 
{ The Brazen Sea was put by Solomon's | 
Order 1n the Temple , where it ſerved to | 


'purific the Priefls when they went in to | 


' 
[1 
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| Prophet had formerly cauſed a great Baſon | 
jof Copperto be made, which was berween | 
'the Tabernacle and the Altar, to the end 
[chat the Prieſts might waſh their Feet and | 


' iHandsat ſuch time as they went in and out. | 
|| It | 
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The preſent flate of Jeruſalem, and adjacent Parts. _ 141 
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| Perſons to believe ,.. that when thePricfts went! Jot'S, Savior, where "Ttoods rhE Palace of 


| ro offer Incenſe to God, that they went Bare- |Caiphas, the Court of Solomen's Temple, yer. 
| footed, and God ordained them to waſhthem-| |remaining, bur in the room thereof 15 a 
ſelves in that manner upon pain of Death, the large Moſque. | 
Scripture commanding that this Law be| |" Near about the City of Jeruſalemarealſo 
' obſerved for ever z ſignifying very clearly even |ſeveral places of Note; as in the Way 
| then (all thoſe Sacrifices being then but the] |between Jeruſalem and Bethlem there are the 
Figures of what was to come) what Purity he| {Ruins of Davids Tower,thc Tower of Simeon, 

required one day from the Miniſters and Pricſts|10 Bathſhebas Fountain,the Ciſtern of Sages,the 

of bis Altars of the New Law: For if it be! | Monaſtery of Elias, Jacob's Houſe,the Sepul- 
| hard (as S. Gregory takcs notice,) that {iving| |chre of Rachel,che Ciſtera of David,the Houſe 
' amongſt Men, they have not always ſome foul-| |of Joſeph, the Monaſtery of Bethlem , the 
neſs on their Feet, which ſignifies the Aﬀefion 

of the Soul; and on their Hands, which re-| |over the place where C hrift was Born, 
' preſents their AEtiors, they ought to have |the Vertuous Helena erected another fair 

recourſe to the Sacred Waters of humility of | and goodly Temple, which is poſleſt by the 
Heart and compunfion , that they may have | | Franciſcans of Jeruſalem , being called by | 
always their Souls clean , and not to approach |the name of S.Maries of Bethlem. | 

thoſe Myſteries, if it were poſſible, which are ſo|20) Nigh to Jeruſalem is the Deſert of S. Fobn | 
' highly reſpefed even by the Angels themſelves, Baptiſt, with the Ruins of a Monaſtery over | 
but with the very Purity of Angels. | {his Cave and the Fountain; as alſo the 


Thus much ſhall ſuffice for the Orraments' | Mountains of Judah, where is the Church of | 


abour the Map; and although this once ſo | |S- John Baptiſt,che Fountain,and the Houſe.of 
famous a City is now bereaved of her for-| |Flizabeth ; alſo the Sepulchre of Zachary, a 
mer Beauty, and like a deſolate 'Widow ies | part of the Pillar of AbJalom, and the Cave 


Monaſtery of the Holy Croſs. And at Bethlem, | 


— In its ruinated Buildings; yetit| |of S. James. At Bethany ( 2 Miles trom Jeru- 


| 
| 


is not ſo loſt, but that there are 1n the City | \ſalem)1s the Heaſe of Simon the Leper, the | 


(which is begirt with a Wall about 3, Miles | |Houſe of Lazarusasallo his Sepulchre,where ; 
compaſs ) ſcyeral places worthy of Note. go{is the Mount of Olives, and where is the | 


As on Mount Calvary, where our Savicer | |Sepulchre of the Virgin Mary; to which place | 


was Crucified, there 1s a rich, magnificent | jour Savicur often reforted,and from which 


and large Temple, built by the Vertuous | |Moznt he aſcended up into Heaven. 
Helena, Daughter to Coilus, a Britiſh King, | | The Port to this City 1s Foppa , about 


and Mother to Conflantine the Great, which | 10 Mites diſtant, to whici place the Wood 
not only poſleſleth the Mount, but alfo all * and Stones (craken from Mount Libanus for | 


the Garden below, where his Sepulchre was: | |the building of Solomon's Temple) were 
And in this Temple there are ſeycral rich | |brought, and from thence conyeyed by 
Structures, as one where Chriſt was impri- | |Land to the City: And from this Port 


ſoned before his Crucifixion; alſo one where 40 Jonah embarked , to fly from the Face of | 
| 
the Altar of Scourging, the Chapel of the | ; To this City of Jeruſalem there is a great | 


the Sepulchre was,the Altar of the Holy Croſs, | \the LORD. 


Apparition, the Chapel of the Angels, the | jrcſort of People, as weil of Proteſtants as 
Chapel of the diviſion of his Garment, the | |Papiſts, though for ſundry ends, that is, as 
Chapel of S.Helena (who builc the Temple,) | well for Devorion, as Curioſity, which bring 
the Chapel of S.Fohn,che Sepulchre of Joſeph | in a great Revenue ; none being permitted 


of Arimathea, under-ground ; the Caſtle of | ito enter withour paying fome Mony,which | 


the Piſans,the Monaſtery of the Franciſcans, | the Jews here inhabiung do Farm of the 
the Church of S. Fames,the Church of S. Mark, | (Grand Signior at a large yearly Revenue, 


;wherc once ſtood his Houſe ; a Moſque in the g0 and ſo become Maſters (as 1c were) thereof, 


place of the Houſe of Zebedeus ,* a Chapel * (making a great Profit by thewing the ſaid | : 
where the Houſe of S. Thomas ſtood ; the-| Places to thoſe Strangers, which come 


Church of the Angels, jn the place of the | hither tromall Narzons. 


; 
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_ | Ephraim, anJ ſeems to have been the ſame 


| Houſe of Abinadab in Kiriath-jearim, where 


ye les all I{racl,1n order to the Solemn Dedication of the Temple 


"« $ foon as Solomon had finificd aff che 
"A. Þuildings of the Temple, and the 


A = Utenſils and Furtiture thereof, 


cate and Comfecrate the fame, and to bring 


Jace 1t thercin. 

+ It will not be amiſs to obſerve the ſeveral 
Removes of the Ark of GD, ſo famous in 
Scriprure.The Tabernacle and Ark being firit 
made by Moſes 1n the Deſert, were afterwards 
by Joſhua ſet up at Shiloh, the 7th year after 
chat the Iſrae/ires had paſt through Fordan. 

This Shiloh was a C 4 in the Tribe of 


reof, | |the Priefts 
tekxe Girjf 1003, he reſolved ſolemnly to Dedi- | 


up the Ark from the Czry of David, for to | 


han 


with Salem, where Melchifedeck Reigned, 
and ncar to which S.Fohz Baprized. In this! 
place the Ark continued 328 years, till the 
time that the Iſraelires carried it into their 


ſent it back 7 years atter. Upon ns Return 
into the Holy Land, it was placed in the 


ir continued 70 years, and then tranſ]aced 


| 


from thence to the Houſe of 0bed-edom, 


xen, that could nor'be cold for number, | 
$ ſoon'as chey were come into-the Temple 
placed the Ark m the moſt Hot, 
Place, untdet "the Wings of the Cherahbins : 
and when | they were- come our from 
thence, the Cloud of the Divine Preſence 
filled the Temple, ſo that the Priefts could 
not ſtand to Minifter, becauſe the Glory 
of the LORD had filled che Houſe. 


o| Solomon was overjoyd, when he ſay | 


this pregnant Teſtimony of the Lords 
approving of the Place which he had | 
erectcd to the Glory of his Name; and 
kneeling down 1n this tranſport of Joy | 
before the Altar, he ſaid, Is it poſſible that | 
GOD jhould condeſcend ro dwell upon the | 
Earth - behold the Heaven, and Heaven of | 
| Heavens cannot contain thee , and how much 


leſs then this Houſe that I have built 2 He | 


Camp 2gainſt the Philiflins, who took it and 22)entreated tixe LORD to bleſs his People, and | 


'to hear favourably the Prayers of thoſe 
'who ſhould! addreſs to him in this Holy 
'Place, which he had ſanAified by his Pre- | 
fence; that when his People ſhould be. 


oppreſſed by their Enemies, they might | 


| | where it abode only 3 Months; atthe end | |find a ſure refuge and dctence againſt | 


' of which David tranſported it to Zion, 'them 1n this Holy Place ; that when their 

| which was the Cirtade/ of Jeruſalem. It 'Sinsat any time ſhould make the Heavens 

' ſeems likely alſo, that at che ſame time the | 'to be ſhut up over them , that then the 
| Tabernacle, which had continued all this 3®/Prayers which ſhould be offered up in this | 


; 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 


in the Tribe of Fudah. | 

Bar yo years atter this,at the time of the | 
Dedication of the Temple, Solomon placed | 
the Ark and the Brazen Altar there, where | 


they continued 424 years, at which ume 


| Nebuchadnezzar took Feruſalem, and burnt | 
' the Temple; which being forcfeen by Fere- 


' while at Shiloh, was ſetup ar Gibeon, a City | \/emple, might open the Windows of Heaven, 


and bring down Rain upon the Earth; 
and 1n a word, That his Eyes might always | 
ibe open, and his Ears attentive to all the | 
'Supplications of his People , that at any 

'rimec, or upon any occaſion ſhould be made 
'there,to avert from chemall che Ewils they | 
feared,and to procure them all the Bleſſings | 


' miah the Prophet, he rook care to convey | ithey delired. 


| the Ark to Mount Piſgah , where he was 49 


| aſſured by GOD it ſhould remain unknown | 
'rill che Return of the Children of Ifrae/| 
' from the Babyloniſh Captivity 5 winch makes | 


it more than probable , that the ſaid Ark, 


-| was afterwards placed in the Second Temple, 
which was begun by Cyrus, and fintſhed by | 
' Darius, Kings of Perfia. 


Bur amongſt all theſe Tranſlations of 


the 4:4, none was ſo famous as that which | 


This Solemmity lafled 14 Days, becauſe. 
{xrfcll in with the Feaſt of Tabernacles,which 
;added 7 Days tothe Feaſt of the Dedication; 
'which being ended, So/omen ſent home the 
| People tull of joy and gladneſs of Hearr, | 
for all the goudneſs the LORD had done 
(for David his Servant, and for Iſrael his | 
People. Solomon having offered at this So- | 
\lemnity 20000 Oxen,and 120000 Sheep. 
| The Fathers obſerve, That Solomons 


— 


was performed at this time by Solomon, who 50: Behaviour on this occaſion onght 10 imprint a 
co render this Solemnity the more auguſt 
-  andglorious, Invited all Iſrael to be pretent| 
at it. He himſelt marched before the Ark, 
which was carried by the Priefls, both he 
and all the People Sacrificing Sheep and 


\profound reſpeA in all Chrittians, at their |. 
\entring into the Church, as enjoying there the 
truth and ſubflance of what the Jews had only 
'a Jbadow and glimmering of in their Taber- | . 
nacle and Temple. SE}: 
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Wiſdom, and to Preſent to Him her Royal Gifts. + © > 
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The Queen of Sheba comes t9 ſee Solomon and all hs Glory, to hear his || 


rm " _ _ DEAT © F4_ > as. A S 

| C\/lomon having finiſhed and furniſhed lin her: And addreſſing her ſelf to Solomgr | 7 
g the Temple, which he had builc for the| |faid; I find now it mas tre, O King, what |: 
|; Worſhip of GOD, and for the] |was reported to me in my own Country , of | :: 
| | beire crit 991. glory of. his Name, beganto| |thy Wiſdom and Heroick Ads; but thy Re- | © 
build a Palace for himſelf, abour which he| |nown ſo far ſurpaſſing any thing that ever 1 | * 
ſpent 13 years z the magnificence and| [had heard of , or could well imagine, it alſe | *: 
| \umpruouſneſs of which was beyond| |furpaſft my belief, till now, that mine own | © 
expreſſion, being all ſhining and Juſtrous| |Eycs and Ears have convinced me , that the i 
with Gold and Precious Stones, ſo as to} |one half has not been told me of thy \Wit- | 7 
dazle the Eyes of Spedtators; and all the|19|dom, Grandure, and Magnificenee; and | 7 
Architeflure and Carved Work thercof was| [that common Fame , which I thought had | * 
molt curious and wonderful ro behold. been too laviſh in ſetting forth thy Praiſe , | 
Theſe aſtoniſhing cffetSat his Wiſdom| | bas indeed detrafi-d .from and obſcured - thy | * 
and Magnificence,ſoon proclaimd his Fame| |Glory. Bleſſed and happy are theſe thy | : 
and Renown throughout all che Corners] | Officers, Minilters, and Servants, thaz |: 
of the Earth, and brought Ambaſſadours in} |ſtand continually before thee , and bear thy | | 
crowds from all Princes that had heard off | Wiſdom, and the piercing ſagacity of thy |: 
his Wiſdom,to Feruſalem,co congratulate his] |Judgment; and bleſſed be the Lord thy |* 
great Glory, and to take a view of his| | God, which delighted jn thee to ſet thee ow |: 
more than Regal Magnificence ; conſidering| 29 the Throne of Iiracl. For becauſe rhe Lord |! 
himasthe Miracle, nor only of his Age,] | loved Ifracl, therefore made he thee King, |: 
bur of all chat were paſt before him. zo do Judgment and Juſtice amongſt bjs |! 
But the Pcrfon that teſtified the moſt} | People. q Z 
carnelt and impatient delire to fee So/o- Thus this great Qzeen returned to her |: 
mon, and to be an Ear-witneſs of his Wiſ-| | own Country with joy and gladneſs, being |: 
dom, was the Queen of Sheba, otherwiſe] | fully ſatisfied with what ſhe had heard and |: 
called Arhiopia ; who came trom the far-| |ſcen, as well as with the Preſents ſhe |: 
thelt part of the South, ro ſee whether the} | received from Solomon, and the Anſwer |: 
advantagious and ſ{tupendious Reports of {39 of all her Defires and Queltions, to the |: 
that young {ing were true, or not ? Shel. |full content of her Hearc. | 
came to Jeruſalem with a vaſt Train of The Fathers tell us, That this Princeſs |: 
Guards and Attendants, and with a nume-| | was a lively and excellent Emblem of the |: 
rous Company of Camels bearing Spices,, { Church, and we have reaſon to fear, that |: 
Gold, and Precious Stones; of which ſhe| | (according to the Words of our Say1our) ſhe |! 
made a Preſent to the King, beſtowing| | will rife up in Judgment againſt us one |: 
upon him 120 Talents of Gold , which| | day, for whereas ſhe did not think much |: 
amount to about 800000! Sterling, belides| |to come trom the urmolt parts ab the |: 
Spices, Perfumes, and Precious Stones, tO a Earth z, O hear the Wiſdom of Solomen , f 
prodigious value. 40/and in a ſtrange tranſport of Joy and ! 
This Great and Wiſe Cxeer, after ſhe; |Wonder, pronounced thoſe bleſſed and |: 
had taken a full and exact Notice ot the} |happy, that had the advantage of being |: 
unparallel'd Magnificence of King So/o-| |near him, and of ferying him; We Chri- |: 
mon, the wiſdom ot his Diſcourſe, and his} jſtians (on the contrary) who have G 0 D for our |: 
ſagacity in anſwering Queſtions, his pene-| {Maſter, the Wiſdom of JESUS CHRIST 4 
trating inſight into the deepeſt Myſteries z| |for our Rule, Heaven and all the Riches aud |: 
the order of his Houſe, the number of | |Glory of it for our Reward, do frequently |: 
his Officers and Servants, and the tranſcen- | prefer Men before God, tþe Wiſdom of this |: 
dent Riches of their Liveries , ſhe was| [World before that of Jelus Chrilt , and |+ 


quice tranſported, and ( as the. Scripture bo the poſſeſſion of the Earth before that of |: 


expreſlerh it) there remained no more Spirit | Heavca. 
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Solomon loving many ſtrange Women, is by them ſeduc 


- Solomon. 


ed to Offer Incenſe 


KO 5 


is 


+ Olomon having atchicyed fo many great| 
and wonderful things , as made him 
PIGS RY my o_ jo the dye - 
before Chrift 987. .y[1jich he lived, as well as 0 
1o janet age. Al thoſe that came after ; at 
| laſt terminated all the Glory he had acqui- 
| red by his Wiſdom and Vertue, with aſhame- 
ful End; and by his Example, much more 
| remarkable than that of his Father David, 
| teaches us, Not to rely upon our ſelves, but the 
| bigher we are raiſed, the more t0 apprehend | 
the effefls of our own weakneſs. | 
|  Weſee Women here deceiving the wiſeſt 
of Men, and corrupting and defiling a 
| Heart, which for ſo many years had been 
| the Temple of GOD, ahd the Altar from | 
whence continually aſcended the Flames of 
' Divine Love. From the Love of Wiſdom, he | 
degenerated to the Love of Women, and. 
| from the Love of Women to Idolatry. He had 20 
; 700 Wives Princeſſes, and 3oo Concubines, 
| notwithſtanding that the Law of GOD, tho 
 1t permitted Plurality of Wives, forbad the. 
| multiplying of them to ſuch an exceſs, and | 
very expreſly opposd the taking of the 
| Davghters of ſtringeNations to Wife. Having : 
| builta Zemple to the true G 0D, he now | 
| builds Temples for Idols, and by a ſinful | 
| compliance with his Egyptian, Moabitijh, 
' Ammonitiſh, Edomitiſh, and Sidonian Wives, 3® 
| { together with the Daughter of Pharaoh, he | 
falls to flat Idelatry, worſhipping their Gods | 
' and Goddeſſes; going after Aſbroreth the | 
; Goddeſs of the Zidonians , and atter Mil/com: | 
the Aboniination of the Amorites. He allo | 
| built a High-place for Chemoſb the Abomi- | 
' nation of Moab, in the Hill that 1s before 
| Feruſalem;and for Molech the Abomination | 
' of the Children of Ammon, with other like | 
 Abominations. | 
This enormous Crime of Solomon, irri- 
tated GOD ſtrangely againſt him. He now | 
; appeared unto him, not as heretofore, to | 
' approve of his Behaviour , or co promiſe | 
_ ; im whatfocyer he delired, but to witneſs | 
his juſt Indignation againſt him,for having | 
fo wickedly broke his Cozenant , and fo. 
ſhametully cranſgrett his holy Law,aſluring | 
him he would rend his {{ingdom trom him, | 


hn 


40 from the hand of GOD himſelf, as indeed 


Solomon uhiderſtanding that this Servant 
the LORD had told him ſhould inherit his 
Kingdom , was Jeroboam, whom he had 
brought up from a Youth, and to whom | 
Abijah the Prophet had foretold in the | 
Name of the LORD, that he ſhould be King 
over the Ten Tribes , did his endeavour to | 
kill him, which obliged Feroboam to flee to | 
Egypt, and to deſire the ProteCtion of Shj- | 


Oiſhak, King of that Country, where he con- 


rinued nil] the Death of Solo- ,,, ..,; .o.. 


peaccably 40 years, died when he was | 
about 6o years of Ape, and was buried in | 
the City of David his Father, and Rehoboam 


his Son Reigned 1n his ſtead. | 


, : 


If Solomon s Fall and Apoſtacy were fatal | 
to himſelf and his Pofterity , yet it may be of | 
great uſe and advantage to thoſe who ſhall | 
ſeriouſly, and with attention , conſider of it | 
with the Eyes of Faith. It is a flrange thing | 
ro conſider, that he who had been a Perſon ſo | 
highly beloved, favoured and dignified by God, © 
that it ſhould not be certainly known, whether | 
bis Condition doth not deſerve more to be | 
Jamemed and deplored, than praiſed or com- 
mended. For his Sin 3s certain and evident, | 
a5 well a5 Davids was but this is the difference ' 
between them, that tho the Fathers Repen- | 
tance was very certain , from expreſs words of | 
Scripture , that of the Son is -as uncertain 
and doubtful: Tho many have ſuppoſed the | 
Book of Eccleſiaſtes to be a kind ofRerraftation 
of his Apoſtacy, written by bim, and left to 
Peoflerity for a teſtimony of his Repentance. 

| However itbe, this dreadful Example ought 
to inſpire us with the preareſl contempt and 
diſefteem of all Worldly Grandure, Pomp 
iand Glory; yea, tho we ſhould receive them 


—— ww aw —_— 


— 


Solomon had them no other way ; eſpecially 
'mhen we ſee what a repreſentation he himſelf 
makes .of them in his Book now mentioned. | 
'Surely, if we would not decetue our ſelves, we 
muſt prefer Job's Dunglul before Solomon's 
'Throne'; becauſe in' the former we ſee the 
Model of that perfef Patience which Crowns 
all the Saints, whereas in the other we ſee the 


Fall of a Man, who could not defend him- | 


_— _—_—_— —— 


| 
and give 1t to his Servant ; but that how- 5o ſelf againſt the Poyſon of Proſperity and | 
| 


cver tor Davids ſake , he would leaye his | 
Son one 7ribe. 
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Greatneſs, by the higheſt degree of Wiſdom | 
that ever was beflowed upon Man. | 
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mM0N ; who having Reigned before Chriſt 975. |. 
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Rehoboam's Co 


unfellors. 


—_———— 
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| Tin the Death of Solomon , his Subjects lend their Deputics to > Reho- 


| boam hs Son J 


— 


thereby loſeth the Kingdom of Iſrael. 


who prejerring the Counſel of his Youngs Men before 
that of the Old Men , who had been of Counſel to his Father, _ 


Son Rehoboam 


"AX & ſoon as Solomon was dead,and his. 


lendeavour to 
was ſeated on his 


pacifie them; 


them better Terms : But his Sbjefts Minds | 


and offer 


The ſame year 3029. * . 
before Chrift 975 tion of Tjrael having ſent for 


Teroboam,who was fled into Egypt,appeared 
before King Rehoboam, and defired a miti- 


ad laid upon them. Rehoboam deſired 
three Days to conſider of their Demand, 
and accordingly he firſt adviſed with the 


Counſel; who with one conſent adviſed 
him, to give them a favourable Anſwer, 
and to take off from them the Grieyances 
and Burchens they complained of, and 


co him, That by thus gaining their Aﬀe- 


would not fail ever after to continue 
Maſter of them. < 
But this. young Prince forſaking thi 


the Toung Men, that were grown up with 
tim ; who adviſed him to anſwer the 
People roughly, threatning them, Thar 
| they muſt expect to be governed. by him 
with more ſcverity than his Father had 
ever done; and that he ſhould be fo far 


was reſolved on the contrary to increaſe 
them. » | 
The Scripture obſerves, That this hap- 
ned by a ſpecial diſpoſal and permiſſion 
of GOD, who ſuffered Rehoboam thus 
blindly co follow the rath and giddy 
| Counſel of the Toung Men , and to reject 
the good and ſeaſonable Advice of the 
01d Men, that he night perform the word 
which he had ſpoken by Ahijah the Shilo- 
nite, unto Feroboam the Son of Nebat, That 
he ſhould be King over Iſrael. For all the 
People, as ſoon as they had, received this 


\churliſh and unwelcom Anſwer from their | 


'new King, Revolted from him, protctting 
they would never own him for char 
Prince. | 

' Rehoboam perceiving (when it was too 
late) the ill ettect of his raſh and indiſcreet 
| Behaviour, ſent Adoram his Treaſurer to 


pation of the Taxes his Father Solomon 


old Men, who had been of his Fathers 


ions at the beginning of his Reign ,- he: 


from leſſening their Burthens , -that he. 


Throne, the whole Congrega- | 


= 


that were ſo uncaſic to them; repreſenting | 


[ O 


good Advice of the 01d Men, confulted | 


: 
: 


| 
£ 
, 
. 
: 
: 


ſooner came to Rehboam's Fars, but he 
immediately got up into his Chariot, and! 


were ſo exaſperated by #tic outragious 
Reception and Anſwer he had given them; 
that inſtead of hearkning-to him, and 
being perſwaded by him, they Stoned him 
to Death: The Report of which no 


fled, for tear himſelf alſo (hoyld have 
fallen a Viflim to their Rage and | 


Fury. 


bo 
GATE A EIS. 7b Eta W442 


Mes 
= def 


EP ONES ONS Wroponr roaora were th oa utege HEY: 


Gyaess (2 Thins, EN 


Thus all Iſrael (that 1s, the Ten Tribes) * 
'revolted from Rehoboam , and Proclaimed  ® 
' Jeroboam King over ther. And when { 
| Rehoboam had raiſed an Army of a hundred | # 
and fourſcore Thouſand choſen Men out © 
- /of the Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, $ 
(which GOD kept cruc to lus Worſhip, | * 
20/and faichful ro their King) to fight! ? 
againſt Ifrae/, and reduce them to his ? 
Obedience by force of Arms, GOD fnt:! 1 
Shemajah the Prophet, to charge Reboboam, © 
and al the Pcopic of Judah and Benjamin, 7: 
not to fight againſt Iſrge/, becauſe what: | 
had hapned was from him, and according 7 
to what he had foretold by his Prophet | ? 
ſhould come to pals. 
Thus was the beginning of that famous 
20:Rent and Divition of the Kingdom of * 
Iſrael from that of Faudah , which conti- | * 
..nued fo long atter, through many Ages, * 
as a laſting Monument of the Folly of  : 
a young fling, who loſt that by his. ? 
Raſhnels and Indiſcretion, which he might | |! 
| eaſily. have preſerved by his Wiſdom. *? 
-G O D alſo made it appear by this remark- + 
able Inſtance, That he is the Maſter of ! 
Kings, and that he infſpircs them with, : 
10.g00d or 1]] Advice , according as they are, ; 
the Subjects either of his Mercy and Good- ! 
neſs, or of his Wrath and $ everitye . 
IWe ſee here the wiſeſt of all Kings, leaving | © 
his Kingdom in the. hands of a ſtupid and * 
indiſcreet Son, G 0 D being reſolved viſibly © 
| to puniſh the Father in his Son, and to. | 
avenge the Diſorders and Sins of Solomon's 
| (Old Age, by the folly and raſhneſs of Reho-; * 
| boam s Touth. _ ; OS 
| &o - T HE|$ 
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___ The D ophet. ___ 


A Prophet ſent by GOD, to6 Reprove Jeroboam far his Wickedze/s and 
-_ Idolatry, is kilF'd by. a Lion , for diſobeying the Word of the Lord ; 
who had charged bim neither to eat nor drink in that place. 


Eroboam ſecing himſelf King over L_ the King defired the Man-of GOD,to come 
Ten Tribes of Iſrael,gaveus an Inſtance,, jhome with him and refreſh himſelf, and 
As Mundi 3036. T hat Treligious Princes do often| |thar afterward he would ſend him home 
before Chriſt 974 prefer Reaſons of State before} jwith a Reward ; which the Prophet utterly 
the Concerns of Religion. For this Profane; refuſed, declaring to the King, that the 
| Prince conſidering, that if his Subjefs| LORD had expreſly forbid him to eat or 
ſhould continue to go up to Fervſalemto| |drink 1n that place. 
worſhip GOD, and offer Sacrifices , they As the Man of GOD was returnin 
might probably within a ſhort time be] jhomewards, an old Prophet. that dwelt at 
prevailed upon to return to the Obedience|19{Bethe/ having underſtood what he had 
| of their lawful King, which would redound| (done that day, and the Words he had 
to his inevitable ruin; he(to prevent this)] denounced againſt the Altar Feroboam had 
reſolved to make two Calzes.of Gold, the! " up, he Sadled Iis Aſs and went after 
one of which he ſetup ar Bethel, and the! jhim, and having found him fitting under 
- | otherat Dan; and then in preſence of all| jan Oak, defired him ro go home with 
the People declared , That theſe were the} |him and eat Bread; which when the Mar 
Gods that had brought them up out of | of GYD had retuſcd, as being charged to 
the Land of Egypr. He alſo erected Alrars| jthe contrary by GO D himfelf ; the other 
tothem witha great deal of Magnificence, janſwered, am a Prophet as well as you , 
and cndeayour'd to cſtabliſh the Worſhip /2®}and an Angel commanded me to bring you back 


_[ 109 } 


iſobedient _ 


_— 


Lon 


O 


— 


4 


of theſe his Idols, as much as might be in| [rbat you might eat with me and refreſh your 
imitation of the Service of the True GOD| ſelf. And with chis Lye he made the Mar 
| at Feruſalem. | | [of GOD come back with him to his Houſe. 
| Nowit hapncd,as Feroboam was offcring Bur ab chey were fitting at 7able, and 


eating together, the Word of the Lord came 
to the old Prophet, that had ſeduced the 
Man of GOD, and told him, That becauſe 


Incexſe on one of theſe Altars in Bethel, 

GOD ſent a Prophet to him, who addrefling 
{ his Words tothe Altar, prophecicd Link 
' it, That a Child who was co be born ot the; |he had diſobeyed the Word of the LORD, and 
Race of David, named Foſtah , ſhould kill| ibad eaten contrary to his expreſs Command, he | 
and offer upon that A/tar, all the Prieſts 3%ſhould not be buried with his Fathers. Which | 
that offered Incenſe upon it, and that for a| jhapned accordingly ; for as the Mar of | 
fign, That what he had faid ſhould cer-| |GO D was returning to Fzdah on the old | 
rainly come to paſs, the A/tar ſhould be| {Prophets Aſs, a Lion mer him by the way | 
rent, and the Aſbes upon it poured torth,| {and flew him, without any farther devour- | 
at the fame inſtant as it alſo hapned.| [ing his dead Body, or touching the Aſs. | 
| Which denunciation of the Propher was| | S. Gregory obſerves, That probably this 
| accordingly accompliſhed by oftah two [Man of God had taken ſome ſecret compla- 
hundred and fifry years after. | \cency and delight in the great things which he 

Feroboam could not cndure this holy [had done, in afflicting the King with ſo ſudden ' 
libercy of the Prophet, who propheſied 49a Stroke, and as ſuddenly healing him again, | 
_ | againſt the A/rar he himſelt had erected, |as well as in ſpeaking to him with ſo preat | 

| and putting forth his Hand, he ordered| |Jiberty ; and that this Vain-glory wherewith | 
| his Officers to lay hold on him, but his| |he was elevated, had ſo over-clouded and dark- 


w—— 


Hand was immediatcly withered and dricd | 
up, ſo that he could not draw it in again 
co him. Feroboam greatly humbled by 
this remarkable initance of the Divine 


\ned his Soul, that inflead of obeying without 
| diſpute the Word of the LORD, or without 
{putting his own interpretation upon an expreſs 
\Command of G O D, he ſuffered himſelf to be 


| Vengeance , cntreated the Prophet by his| {deceived by the Prophet , which prov'd the 
| Prayers, to obtain'his Cure of him, who | cauſe of his death ; God reſolving to inflid | 
ſo juſtly had ſmirten hims whereupon the i50/ 7his ſhort puniſhment pon his Body, that his 

| Man ot God having beſought the LORD tor | {Soul might be eternally ſaved. ———_— 


| Feroboam, his Hand was rcitored, Upon #l 
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Elah, the Fourth King 


oo Omri 1 Tirzah, Z: 


and ſeeing the City taken , retires 
. and there Burns himſelf. *<- 


an — RS 


Eroboam having Reigned 2 2 years,dicd ; 
_| in which anga? by - gie yurn Policy he 
 ...-.* Was the cauſe of the Apoſtacy 

are Ci 929. and Idolatry of the 10 7 2% 
by means of the Golden Calves he had ſer 
up at Dan and Bethel, and the ſupecriticious 
Will-Worſbip he had eſtabliſhed and annexed 
| ro them. He had continual Wars with 
Rehoboam , from whom he was revolted. 
After his Death, Nadab his Son ſucceeded 


| Baaſhathe Son of Ahijah, of the Tribe of 
Tſachar, conſpired againſt him , 4nd fJew 
him at Gibbethon, as he was belieging that 
| City; and not contenting himſelf chere- 
with, he went and ſlew all Jercboam's Houſe, 
without fo much as ſparing one of thcm, 
| according to the Word of the LORD, which 
|. he had denounced againſt Feroboam, by the 
Mouthof Ahijah the Prophet. 


Baaſhe being thus elevated to the Throne 


' of Iſrael, by the Murther of his Sovereign| 


' andall his Family, he began to wage cruel 
| Wars againſt A. che good King of Judah, 
| who was the Sor of the wicked Abijam, 
| who ſucceeded Rehoboam his Father. Bur 
| GOD willing co recompence the Devo- 
| tion and Picty. of this good King, who 
treading in the ſteps of his Father David, 
' removed the Sodomites out of the Land, 
' and deſtroyed the Idols his Father Abijam 
| had fer up, made him victorious againſt 
| is Enemzes,and particularly againſt Baaſha 
' King of Iſrael, who was in continual War 


with this good King, . and followed the 


| wicked Examples of his ewo Predeceflors,} 


' Feroboam and Nadab. 

| Wherefore alſo Jehu the Prophet of the 
' LORD was ſentto him, to denounce his 
| Anger againſt him, for his continuing in 


' the Wickedneſs of Feroboam the Son of! 


| Nebat, who cauſed Iſrael ro fin, and that 


all his Poſteriry ſhould be deſtroyed and! 


' come to nought, like as he had deſtroyed 
that of Feroboam;Baaſha who died ſoon after 
this Denunciacion of the Propher, and left 
the Kingdom to his Son £laþ; who began 
bis Reign with the Murther of Fehz the 


' him, who Reigned only two years: For! 


| 


Prophet of the LORD, becauſe of thels 


— 


Oo 


| 


—_ 


30 


' fatally miſerable , as ſoon as his Ambition 


| Murther of his Lord and Maſter : For in 


Father, concerning the Ruin of his Pofte- 
rity,whereby he haſtned the fulfilling of it; 
for when he had Reigned only two years, 
Zimri (che Commander in Chict over one 
halt of his Chartors) conſpired againſt him 
as he was 1n Tirzab, drinking himficlt drunk 
in the Houſe of Azza, Steward of his 
Houſhould. 

Zimri by this treacherous Cruelty 
having obtain'd the Crown of Ijrael, 
deſtroy'd all the Family of Baaſha, with all 
his Kinsfolk and Friends, without ſparing 
any of chem. But he did nor long enjoy 
the Dignity he had purchaſed with to} 
much Blood ; for the Iſraelites having } 


Omri their King , who immediately went 
and beliged Zimri 1n Tirzah,and ſoon after 
having made himſelt Maſter thereof,when 
Zimri law that he mult inevitably fall into 
the hands of his Ezemy, he became no leſs | 
cruel co himſelf, than he had been a little 
before to his Maſter and all his Family ; | 
for ſerxing Fire to his Palace, he burnc 
himſelf, and all chat belonged co him; thug 
avenging upon himſclt and his Poſterity 
the Murcher of his Lord and Mafter, and 
his whole Houſe. A! which (as the Scrip- 
eure obſeryes) haphed unto him for the Sins 
which he had comminted in doing Evil in the 
ſight of the Lord, in walking in the way of 
Jeroboam and hs Idolatry, whereby be made 
iſrael to fin. | | 

GOD made it appear by this Example , how | 
hateful and abominable Tyrants are in his | 
fight : He who might have liv'd happilycould 
he have contented himſelf with the degree of 
Honour, to which his Services and the Favour 
of his Prince had raisd him, became moft 


prompted him to aſpire to the Crown, by the 


ſeven days time he loft both his Life and King- 
dom, which he had ſo unjuſtly and ow 
uſurped; and his Conſcience flying in hi 
Face and reproaching him for his Crime , he 
condemn d himſelf to the tire , together with 
bis whole Poſterity, to extirminate a Racc ſo 


Y 


Words af his Prophecy , dcclared to his 


| ELIJAH | 


impious towards GO D, and faithleſs to their 
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underſtood what Zimri had done , made | - 
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© This wicked Prince carrying his enor- 


him, ſhe had not a Bit in the Houſe, nor 
indeed any thing bcfides an handful of 


receive them, than to procure Relict or 


# # 


Elijah Fed by Ravens, __ 


G OD having ſmitten the Land of Ifracl with Drought frr -2 years together, 


of the Crown of Iſrael by the Deatl 
Anno Mendi 3092. Of Zimri, Who had burne 
before Chriſt 912. I . 

or therabour,  hiQſelf, Reigned 12 years, 
and left rhe Kingdom to his Son Ahab, of 
whom the Scripture gives this Tellimony, 


That be did Evil in the ſight of the LOR D, 


.*- ſends the Prophet Elijah to the Brook Cherith 
( Y” RI being thus peaccably poſſeſt; jro make fir 


w. 


where-heis } 


a”. little Cake for hint of the 
Flower (hc had, and bring it to him; and 
char afterwards ſhe might prepare the like 
tor her Self and Son aſſuring her in the 
Name of thE LORD, Thar the' Meal 
{hould nor waſte, nor the Crufe of 0i/ fail; 
cull the time that the LORD ſhould fend 


above all that were before him ; his natural 
Wickedneſs and Impiety being much 
increaſed by his Marriage with Jezabe/ 
Daughter of the King of Zidon. | 


mous Crimes to that height of Impicty, 
which none of his Predeceſliors had ever 


yer arrived to, GOD ſent his Prophet Elijah 


to denounce his Judgment againſt him , 
aſſuring him, that the LORD would puniſh 


his Domimons, by bercaving them of the] 


RainandDew of Heaven forz ycars together. 
During this time of Drozght and Scar- 


city, GOD ſent Elijah to the Brook of| 
Cherith, where he took care to Feed him|. 


by the miniſtry of two Ravens, who 
brought him Bread and Fleſh twice a day, 
Morning and Evening. Bur the long 
continued Drozght having ar length dried 
up the Brook? ſo that he wanted Water to 
drink, GOD commanded him to go to 
Zarephath, and to Lodge there with a 
Widow Woman, whom he had commanded 
to take care of him. 

Elijah obcyed the Divine Command, 
and when he was come ncar to the Gate 
of th: City, he mct with the Widow Woman, 


to whom the LORD had directed him, 
; who was gathering of Sticks, and prayed 


her to ferch him a little Water to drink ; 
and as ſhe was going to fetch ſome for 


him, he called to her, and deſired her to| 


bringa Bir of Bread : But the Woman told 


Meal, and a ſmajl remainder of 0; and 
that ſhe was gathering ſome Sticks, to 
bake a Cake of it, that ſhe and her Sor 
mighe cat it for their laſt Meal, and dye. 

Bur this Holy Prophet, who on this occa- 
fion was an illuſtrious Inſtance, That when 
GOD ſends his Prophets and Servants to 
any Houſc, 'cis rather with dclign to heap 
Bleſſings upon them , who arc ſo kindasto 


Comfort to themſclyes, wiſhed his Hoſteſs, 


Rain again upon the Earth. 

This good Widow was tranſported with 
10. Joy, to fee this great Miracle wrought, ag 
Elijah had foretold, ro which her Faith 
alſo contributed ; and 'tis the more obſer- 
vable, That notwithſtanding ſhe was an 
Idolatrous Weman, yet was willing 1n her 
ercat Neccſlity and Want to relieve this 
| Holy Prophet , even' before ſhe ſerved her 

ſelt , when at the ſame time his own 

Countrymen perſecuted him ; being a Figure 

hercin of the Gentiles: embracing Jeſus 

20|Chriſt, when the Fews at the ſame time (by 

Unbelief) rejected him. 

But che Death of her only Son hapning 
not long after , caſt her into extreme Sor: 
row, of wich ſhe complain'd with fo 
much paſſjon and biterneſs to that Holy 
Prepher, that being, touched with her grief 

{herook the dead Child, and having laid ic 

[upon his Bed, he ſtretched himſelf three 

(times upon the Dead Body , applying the 
30parts of his Body co thoſe of the Child, | 

'and cried unto the LORD; to let his Sou] 
come into him again; which hapning accord. 
ingly, he reſtored him alive to his Mother, 
' This Miracle of Elijah contains an excel- 
lent repreſentation of the holy Myſtery of the 
Incarnation, wherein the Divine living Body 
'was applied to cur dead Bodies, to quicken 
them from the death of Sin ; to live the life 
of Rignteouſneſs and Holineſs. 

4.0 This proceeding of the Prophet contains 
alſo an admirable Leſſon, for the Paſtors of the 
Church, That they ought to proportion them- 
ſelves to the Littleneſs of their Hearers, and 
condeſcend to their Weakneſs ; to meaſure them- 
ſelves updh them, for ſo the Hebrew word ſiugni- 
fies, by diſpenſing the Truths of the Goſpel to 
them, ſo as they are able to bear and digeſt them. 
(Elijah proportzoned the poſture of his Body to 
\the Littleneſs of the Child, but it was in order 

Jlto raiſe it 10 life again. Thus the Miniſters 
may. allay and temper the high Truths of the 
Goſpel in condeſcenſion to the Weak, but all in 
order to raiſethem, and not at all to fink and 
fall down with them. E LI- 
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7 Kings XVIIL _ Ta: 5 


ELIJAH's SACRIEIL, 
Elijah having given the People: a comumeing. Proof of 


- 


LS a6. 9 On 


_ them to kill the 4.50 Pricfts of Baal. ____. 
Hilſt che. Prophet Elijah was fately ; [let the God that anſwers by ſending Fire from 
Lodged with the Widow of Zarep-| |Heaven to conſurne the Sacrifice, be own'd to 
hath, Ahab and Fezabel were| jbethe true God. 


Anno Mundi 3096. 


| before brit 908. making great ſearch for bim; All Iſ-ael approving of this juſt Propoſal, 


co put him to death; and not being able] |of Elijah, the Prieſts of Baal began to dreſs. 
co:find him , they diſcharged their Fury| |their Bullock, and having laid ic on the 
upon all the Prophets they could mect with.| | Altar, they called on the Name of Baal 

Now when the time was come, that the} from Morning to Noon, ſaying, 0 Baal 
' LORD in pity to Iſ-ael reſolyed to pur an} {hear ws! but without receiving any Anſwer; 
' end to this terribleDrozght,which had Laſted|1o which gave occaſion to Elijah, in a holy 
| 3 years, he commanded Flijah to go and} |Zeal, ro mock and deride cher; ſaying, 
| ſhew himſelf to 4Abab. And accordingly] | Cry lowder, for may be your God is on a Fourny, 
| he went to preſent himſelf before him,ayd} |or engaged in ſome Purſuit , or aſleep and muſt 
by the way meeting with 0badijah, who| |be waked. But they ſecing that they pre- 
| was Ahab's High Steward,and a Man fearing} | vailed not,cut themſelves (after cheir mane 
GOD, he bad him go and tell Abab he was| |ner) with Knivesand Lancers till the Blood 


there, and if he would, he might peak} | guſht our upon them, bur all co no purpoſe. 


—  ——_—— oc — 


—_— — — 
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— 
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Jeſt the Spirit of GOD might tranſport him! | was come, Elijah builc anAltar of 12 Stones, 
| elſewhere, whilſt he went to dcliver this 29 and madea Trench round about it,and laid 


- — 


W—— 


lefr expoſed _ to the Kings Fury; Elijah| |then ordered 4 Water-pots tO The worg the Seriprurs | 


| aſſured him, that he needed nor fear any| | be filld with Water three T5 of fipnites 


a kind of Water-por, 
ſuch thing, for that he was reſolved to | ſeveral times, and to be withconune abou 

| ſhew himſelf co Ahab that day. - | {poured upon the Wood and fire 

'  0badijab having delivered his Meſſage to| | Sacrifice, which running down from thence 

| Abab, he immediately came to mcet Elijah, | filled theTrench withWater, This done, Elijah 


| andas ſoon as he ſaw him, told him withi | praying to GOD, Fire came down imme- 


 agrear deal of bitterneſs, That he was the | diately from Heaven, and conſumed che; 


© 


cauſe of all the Troubles and Miſerics of] Sacrifice and the Weod , together with the 
| Tjrael. Bur Elijah not at all daunted with | Stones and Duft, and lick d up the Water thar 
the Wordsor Preſence of this wicked King,, | wasinthe Trench, : 


anſwered him with a Spirit of Fire (whichi | All the People convinced by this cvidene| 


' was his peculiar gift) and ſaid; '7is not 1 | Miracle,fell down on their Faces,crying our, 
that trouble Iſrael, but thou O King and thy, | The Lord be is God! The Lord he is God! 


Fathers Houſe, who have forſaken the living And Elijah laying hold of this opportu- | 


2 — 149 


Meſſage to his Lord, whereby he would b | |rhe Bullock upon the Wood on the A/tar,and ; 


| 


| 


| 


| 


! 


[ 
{ 
) 
' 


| 


. 


| 


£ 


q 


4 


| 


| God, ro Sacrifice 70 Baal: Now therefore! | nity, ſaid unto them, Take the Prophets of | 


| gather to me all Iſracl, and the Prophers of 
| Baal ax Mount Carmel. \ [eſcape. Which having been -pertormed 
| This being perform'd by 4hab , who'40 accordingly, Elijah promiſed Abab, That 
| could nor refit the Spirit that ſpake in| |GOD would very ſuddenly ſend down Rain 
| Elijah,that Prophet demanded of the People! | upon the Earth; which hapacd according 
| with a fiery Zeal, How long halt ye between [to his word, infomuch that Ahab was over- 
| two Opinions ? If the 'Lord be God follow him,| |taken with ic before he got to his Houſe. 

but if Baal be God then follow him. Behold This Example (as the Fathers take notice) 
(continued he) I am atone left of all the; \ſhews us the inſuperable ſtrength of Truth, 
Prophets of the Lord, at a time when Baals| |which alone is able to keep up the Hearts and 
\P rophets are 450. And then addreſiing! |Courage.of Men, when all human Conſidera- 
[himſelf ro the Priefts, faid, Take a Bullock : 
and dreſs it, and lay it on the Altar, but with- lit made El, jah reſolutely cleave to the true 
out Fire, and I will take another (in like [Worſhip of God, notwith/tanding be jaw bim- 


tions jerve only to beat them down. Thus we ſee | 


Baal and. kill them,without letting one of them | 


| 
j 


| 


—_— — 


[manner ; and call ye on the Name of your God, | |ſelf left alone, and perſecuted of all Mens 
and I will call on the Name of the LORD,and Pp 


—_— — 


# True GOD, 'by : 


' "bringing down Fire from Heaven to conſume his Sacrifice , Commands _| 


with him. But 0badijahb teſtitying-his Fear, Now when the time of Evening Sacrifice | - 


NR 
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Elijah threatned by Jezabel , who was 


ght of Elijah. 
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reſokved to revenge the Death of her 


» 4" 


x 
u@trors , + 


A 


_. falſe Prophets »por him, fleeth to Beerſhcba , where he # comforted by 


an Angel, who brings 


oo Alba ooo oO So Aa et. R804 © Mn —_ —_— — I>41 <> ewes cot on 
- _— 


 . ... - - 


informed, how Elijah had flain all the | 
Amo Mundi 3633. Priefts of Baal,lent him word, | 
before Chrift-907- That bcfore a day came 
about, ſhe would ferve him in the ſame 
manner, as he had ſerved the Priefts of 
Baal. The holy Prophet tearing Fezabels 
Rage, fled with all the ſpeed he could to 
Beerſheba;, and by this itrange viciſfirude 
of Courage and Fear , which appeared 1n 10 
him ar ſeyeral times, gives us occaſion (as | 


b (as (Ahab's ungodly Caeen ) being | 


| S, Gregory obſcrves) to ſee how inconſtant | 


| frail Man 4s in this life , who after the moſt. 
| heroick Exploits of an all-daring and all- 
| ſurmounting Faith , comes many times ſoon | 
| after to experience how weak and frail he is. | 


Elijah being fied into the Wilderneſs , | 
found himſelf quite overwhelmed with | 
Gricf and Trouble, ſo tar that he earncſtly | 


beg'd of GOD rotake-away his Life and 20 


| being ſpent with wearineſs and deſpon- 
| dency, he fell aſleep; but ſoon after an 


— . — 


— 929 * 4 


' mands him to 20 to Damaſeus, and Anoint | 


Angel came and awakned him , bidding | - 


him ariſe and eat; and finding a Cake, and 
a Cruſe of Water at his Head , he did eat 


| and drink, and laid him down again: 


Then the Angel came and awaked hum a 
ſecond time, bidding him eat again, 


{ becauſe he had a great way to go. Eljab 


him Meat to eat. 


=» < 2> AO... CBE. cc oo tf ELD Po Amet 
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returned” to Eljab, and having kill'd a 
'yoke of Oxen for a Sacrifice, he invited the. 
People that were with him to the Feaft, and. 
|afterwards aroſe and followed Elijah, and 
; miniſtred unto him. | 
He left a Father (ſaith S. Ambroſe ) but be 


| found another, and a better in Elijah , who 


having for this his Spiritual Son Bowel: of. 
Love, far more tender than thoſe of a fleſbly! 
Father can be, nt only farniſht him with all 
Neceſſaries during this Lite ; but at his depax.. 
ture from him left him Heir of his Spirit, that 
is, of his Holineſs, gift of Prophecy and 
Miracles, as we ſball ſee hereafter. | 
- Thus GOD has given us Inflances in the| 
Old Teſtament, as well as in the New, that 
grear Diſciples are ordinarily the Spiritual 
'Cluldren of Men eminent in Holincts, who 
by their excellent A@tions have deſerved to 
\leaze behind them , as eminent followers of 


their Lives, and heirs of their Virtucs and 
Graces ; only with this difference, that under 
the Goſpel or New Law, we are not only the 
Diſciples of the Men of GOD, but of him 
'who 43 the Man-God, cur Bleſſed Saviour, 
'who ſo temperd and allayd the admirable 
| Ations of his Life (as S. Auſtin obſerycs) 
to the end that the Example of his Holineſs, 
\might not be too diſproportionate to our: 


| Meat forty Days and forty Nights unto | | 


did {o, and went 1n the ſtrength: of that ;o|weakneſs. | 
Wherefore alſo (as the ſame Father ob- 


Horeb the Mount of G OD. Which miracu- | ſerves) when Moſes and Elijah intheir time 


Jous Bread has been always lJookt upon as | 
a Figureot the Holy Euchariſt, which ſup-| 


' ports and comforts us during our Pilgri- | 
mage 1n the Wilderneſs of this World. 


Elijah being come to Horeb, GOD com:- | 


' 


Hazgel King of Sy:ia, and Febu King of 


 Tfrael, and Eliſha w be Prophet in thus 40 


i room, whom hz mer. with on Jus way 


Ploughing with 12 P/cughs, of which he! 


| himſelf guided onc; and as Elijah paſſed 
' by him, he caſt his Mantle upon him); 
\ whereupon finding himſelf cranſported 


with a violent motion, he left his Oxen and | 


ran after Elijah, deſiring only leave of 


 himto take his tarewel ot his Father and; 
| Mother, winch being granted him, he 


IE _—_— 


appeared in the World, with a profound 
Humility, which was the ſpring and ſource of| 
'all thofe Virtues which ſhone forth ſo glori- 
ouſly in their Lives and Converſation : There: 
'was only one Joſhua and one Eliſha fayend | 
amongſt all their Contemporartes, for 10 imitate 
and copy their unparallel'd Examples; becazſe 
proud Men, at that time, did diſdain to follow 
the fleps of humble Mcn. But now under the 
—_ , the moſt exalted Pride cannot but be 


covered with ſhame and confuſion , by ſeeing 
holy Humility, the ſure baſis and foundation 
of all Graces, not only exalted and conſecrated, 
but indeed Deified in the whole Comportment, 
'Life and Death of our Saviour Jcfus Chriſt, 
even in his Perſon, who was GOD bimſet, 
blefſed for ever. 
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Hilſt King Ahab Reigned over 

Iſrael, and that he and his Qzeen 
Aw Mundi $165, ENCOUTaged one another 1n 
beore Chriſt 389. COMMITTING, All ſorts of Im- 
pieties, good King Aſa governed the 
KingJom of Fadah, who had given many 
pregnant Inſtances of his Piety 1n the 
ſeveral Stages of his Life, fave that ro- 
wards the end of it, he ſtained his former 
exccllent Afions, by making a League with þ © 
Benhadad King of Syria. 
| GOD ſent a Prophet to reprove him of 
this Fault ; who demanded of him, 1n the 
| Name of his Great Maſter, Whether he 
thought the Divine Aflittance nor ſuthci- 
ent to make him Victorious over all his 
Enemies , withour ſeeking tor Aid from 
Holaters, who were an abomination unto 
him? 
Bur King A/a not being able to bear po 
this free, bur juſt Remonftrance of the. 
Prophet, cauſed him to be ſeized and pur | 
in Priſon; and oppreſſed alſo ſome of his 
Subjects art the fame time. The Scriprure 
alſo rakes notice, that being for a long time 
afflicted with the Gozr, he put more conft- 
dence in the skill of his Phyſiczans, than | 
the help and power of GO V. 

Thus King Aſa, after he had for a long 
time deferved the juſt Praiſes of Mer, anud 
approbartion of G 0D, by is Adminiſtra- 
'tionand Behaviour worthy of a great and | 
'2ood Prince; at laſt diſhonoured his Life, 
and caſt a blemiſh upon the Reputation he 
had ſo juſtly acquired, by a mixture of 
Aﬀions, which were cither 1njurious to 
GOD, or cruel ro Mer. 
| Foſhaphat his Son ſucceeded him, who | 
by walking in che ſteps of his Farher David, 
and fearing GOD greatly , drew down 
the Divine Blefing upon his Kingdors, upon 
his Arms, and Fi his undertakings, the 
LORD making him formidable ro che 
King of Iſrael, and co all the Princes round | 
abour him. This good King encouraging 
 himfdlf inthe ways of che LORD, did nor! 
at all expreſs che fame Fearhalneſs and | 
Backwardneſs, as his Predeceſfors had 


09 
Q. 


| 


Q 


. 


done, but rook away all the High Places, | | 


*, 


Sf . : 
i 


Fudah. He ſent alſo ſome of his Princes 


to accompany the Prieſts and Levites 
throughour all the Land , who taking the 
Book of the Law with them, went about 
chroughour all the Cities of Fadah to teach 


the People the Law of GOD, which had 


becn in a great meaſure diſus'd and forgor 
during the wicked Reign of ſoine of = 
Predeceſſors. 


His deſire-alfo to enlarge and ſtreng- | 


then his Kingdom was extraordinary , and 
hercin he. ſhewed himſelf a great King. 


indeed; who having in the firſt place | 


endeavoured to fſertle thoſe things which 
immediately concerned the Glory of GOD, 
and the Spiritual good of his SubjeAs, in 


the next place took care to maintain the 


elory of his Crcwn, and to procure the 
eemporal ſafcty and happineſs of his | 


People. 

Abab King of Iſrael ſeeing Fehoſhaphar 
ſo great and victorious a Prince, was loath 
to have him for his Enemy, tho the King- 
dom of 7adah containcd but the ſixth parc 
of that of Iſrael, having only two Tribes 


had Ten; and theretore madean Alliance 
with him, and perſwaded Fehoſhaphat to 
accompany him 1n an Expedition, he in- 


under it, whereas the Kingdom of Iſraef | 


| 


wt” A ag mEOFs oy BY EE RE be Ee b 
USO PEA ICS, hone bc Wt Af eres, 


rended ro make againſt the King of Syria, | 


where Ahab was ſlain, and Fehoſbaphat him- 
ſelt was in great danger; bur crying unto 
the LORD in his diftrefs was wonder- 
fully delivered by him. Yer the LORD 
afrerwards ſent Fehz the Propher to reprove 
him, for encring into an Alliance with that 
wicked King ; the Prophet demanding of 
him, Whether ir became him who had 
been ſo highly fayourcd, and bleſt by GOD, 
to help the ungodly, and love them that 


hace the LOR DF? | 


Thus GO D made it appear by the Viflo- 
rious Succeſſes of this Prince, that he takes 
delight to make them formidable to all their 
Encmics, who fear none but him alone ; and 
to hoxour them that honour him, as well as to 


make them baſe and contemprible, who deſpiſe 


ard lightlygftcem him. Ek 
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— The D 


cath of Ahab, _ 


Ahab feghting againſt the K ing of Syria 


—_———— 


js ſlain by an Arrow jhot at a venture, 


HE Sins of Ahab and Fezabel daily 
increaſing, they at laſt arrived to 
their higheſt point by che 


bis 


Anno Mundi 3107. 


Naboth. This Man was Owner of a Vime- 
' yard in Fezteel, near to Ababs Palace, which 
Pe > : . 

he manur'd and took delighr-1n, as an Inhe- 
ritance deſcended to him from lis Fore- 
| fathers: Now Ahab deligning to enlarge 
| his Gardens,defired to have this Vineyard of 
| Naboth, either paying him the worth of ir, 


before Chrift 897. horrid Murther of innocent | 


Abab (rocomply with his defire') ſent for]. 
400 Prophets, who all with one Mouth 
promiſed Ahab the Vietory ; bur Fehoſha- 
phat nor fatisfied with their Predifions 
demanded , Whether there were never a "Wi 
phet of the L ORD there beſides, of | why 
they might enquire? Ahab aniwered , That 
indee there was one, but that he hated him, 
becauſe he always propheſied Evil 10 him. 
Thus Prophet was Micajah , whom Ahab 
however ( at Jeboſhaphats entreaty ) fent 


| 


o! 


yo 


| or giving him another in exchange. Bur 
| Naboth would by no means part with it. 
Ahab, notwithſtanding that he was de- 
ſperatcly wicked, yet thought he had no 
right to take it by Violence from him 
but finding himſelf unable ro overcome 
NabothsRelolucion, his refuſal cauſed in him 
ſo high adifpleaſure and vexation, that he 
fell ick upon it, and refuſed to cat. Fezabe/ 
having underſtood from his own Mouth, 
the cauſe of his ſadneſs and diltemper , 
mocked at his ſimplicity, ſaying ; 1: 35 a 
fign you have great Authority over your Sub- 
jects, when one of them is able to put you into 
this condition? And immediately ſhe ſent 
Letters to the Chicf Men'of the City where 
Naboth dwelt, that they ſhould ſuborn rwo 


{ 


| 


. 


| 


| 


|-and that thereupon they ſhould condemn! 
and Stone him. 

Jezabel being punctually obey 
| this, the falſe Wirzeſes were found , and! 
' Naboth condemn'd 'and ſton'd the ſame: 
| day ; and News thereot being brought co! 
Fezabel, ſhe acquainted Ahab, That now he! 
might go and take poſicihon of the Vine- 
| yard he had fo much deſired. Ahab reco- 
| yering at this News, goes down to ſce the 
| Vineyard, where Elijah meeting him, thun-| 
| ders out this Sentence againl(t him : 7 how 
haſt killed Naboth, and haſt taken poſſeſſion ; 
' but know that Dogs ſball lick thy Blood,in the 
very ſame place where that Innccent Man was 
murtherd ; and Dogs ſhall eat the Flcſh of 
Jezabel by the Wall of Jezreel. | 
' | The War which Abab ſoon after under- 
| cook againſt Syria, gave an accompliſh- 
' ment to this Prophecy, for Abab having 
deſired the King of Judah to accompany | 
'him ; ehoſbaphat defired him to confulc ! 
| ſomeProphers about the cyent of the Battle. 


falſe Witneſſes , to depoſe againit Naboth, 30 
that he had blaſphemed GOD and the King,| |rience, how unhappy a thing it 1s for a 


din all 


40 


L419 


| 
[ 


for ; - who being come, boldly declared the | 
unhappy Event of the Battle, and. that 
Abab ſhould be kill dinit. Ahab provoked 
with this Predifion , cauſed Micajah to be 
calt into Priſon, with deſign to put him to 
death at his Return; ar which Micajah 
was not at all concern'd, as being aſſured 
that he ſhould never recurn. 

Ahab being advanced near to the Army 
of the Syrians, put himfelt into a Diſguiſe, 
but Jehoſhaphat entred the Field 1n his 
Royal Accoutrements, and the King of Syria |. 
having given order to his Captains, toaim 
chictly co kill che King of Ijrael, they took 
| Zeboſhaphat tor him, and had like to have 
killd him; for if he had not difcoyered 
himfclt by his Speech that he wasnot King 
Ahab, he-would have learnt by fatal Expe- 


”» 


20 


'good Prince to ally himſelf with. ſuch as 
[are ungod]y. 

| In the mean time it hapned, that-an 
| Arrow ſhot ar a veiiture reached Ahab, and 
/pierced the Joynts of his Armour; of which 
| Wound he died that Night. The Blood | 
that guſht from his Wound had all tained 
'his Charzor , and as they were waſhing it in 
the Pool of Samaria, the Dogs came and 
licked his Blood, according to the Wordof 
the LORD, denounced againit him by 
| Elijah the Prophet. | 
; Sorrue 46 it,that the greateſt and moſt potent 
of Princes, cannot avoid the juſt Doom of an 
incenſed G O D, which they have deſerved by 
their exorbitant Crimes and Exceſſes ; and that 
Heaven with as much eaſe diſchargeth its 
Thunderbolts porn Crowned-Heads, which 
have thundred againſt others, as upon thetr 
meaneft Subjects z for thoſe who ſeem Gods 
upon Earth , are nothing but Dult and Aſhes 
before GOD. 
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| | begun and carried on in the foregoing Book. | |any Interruption or C orruption ; yet the People | 
| Subjefs cominued obſlinately wedded to their | |Superſtition with the pure Service of GOD, 
'Idolatrous Worſhip; yet ſome of them much| |or to be careleſs and neglefful in attendante 


{ 
: 
' 


$ 
' 
Z 
! 
: 
? 
! 
; 
: 
i 


; 


ſuffered Tiglarh-pileſer ro /ead away the whole| |all this while, yet the abominable Mixtures 
'Tribe of Nephthah Captive. into Aſlyria z| |and Innovations, introduced by them into their | 
yet all this had no good effetupon them. | \Worſhip,and the depravations of their Man- 


very conducive $ But becauſe the generality of| , | thetr Country, rock the City of Jeruſalem, | 
theſe Apoſtate Iſraelites perſevered in their| | burnt the Temple, and carried the Jews Cap- | 


after, ended much in a like manner : For ths 
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T this Book the Hiſtory of the Kings of | reformation and re- eflabliſhment of Divine 
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Judah and Ifracl is finiſhed, which was| |Worſhip, when at any time it had ſuffered. ' 


As for the Kings of Iſrael, they and their | |were either very prone to mix the Leaven of 


OO INT WI 


more than others. Wherefore alſo they were| |upon it, with that Zeal, Pity and Sincerity, 
often called to Repentance by God, who to that | |that GO D required of them And notwith- 
end made uſe of the Miniſtry of his Prophets,| |flanding that the ſerious Exhortations and 
as well as ſevere: Judgments and Challiſe- |t ojearneft Admonitions of the Prophets,as well 
ments, with which he viſited them: And a3a| | as the frequent C baſtiſements of the LOR D; 
fore-running Preſage of their final ruin, he\ |to recal themto Repentance, were not wanting 


' 


True it is, that God always reſerved | ners, became ſo great and general, that God | 
amongſt them a ſmall number, according to ths | | at length deliver d this corrupt and incorrigible | 


' Eleflion of Grace, to which end the holy| |People into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar 


Schools and Colleges of the Prophets were] | King of Babylon,who laid wafte and deflroyed 


Impiety and Defeftion, the LORD in his lrives into Chaldea. All which came to paſs 


| guft — at laſt wholly rejefled and caſt after that the Kingdom of Judah had ſaub- | 
ON}. 


them 


For Salmanafar, King of Aſſyria,| | ſifted ( according to the calculation of ſome) 


| 


| having Invaded the Land of Ifſracl with a vaſt| | about 395 years from the Rent or Schiſm of | 


Army took Samara, after a three years Sicge,| |the Ten Tribes. 
and carried all the Iſraclites Captive into his | Tet for all that GOD did ſo moderate his 
own Country ; which was the final Cata-| |Wrath againſt this unthankful People, that he 
ſtrophe of the Kingdom of Iſrael, having | (notwithſtanding all their Prowocations and. 
continued (according to the Computation of ., } Rebellions) ſtill continued faithful and conſtant . 
ſome) 262 years, or thereabouts. {to bis Word and Promuſc,and by his Fatherly | 
The Kingdom of Judah alſo, not very long |Goodneſs , always kept up amongſt them an. 
| |Eled&tPeople, axd preſerved the Remains of | 
the Jews had the trueWorſhip of GOD generally | {the Family of Dayid (from whence the Mcl> | 
continued amongſt them, eſpecially during the| |{1ah was to come, according to the Fleſh) until * 
Reigns of their good and religious Kings, and| |the time of his appearing in the World, io 
the concurring adminiflration of holy High| |accompliſh the Work of our Redemption. |! 
Prieſts, who diligently employed their Autho-| The Hiſtory of this Book contains the | 


l 


ty for the cafling down of Idolatry, and, the Events of 320 years, or thereabouts. Þ 
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taken up into 


'2 Kings IL 


Deave 
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+ 


{Elijah « carried up to Heaven in 4 icry-Chariot , in the preſence of bis 


ceruves a double portion of his Spirit, _ 


vſciple Eliſha ; who thereupon recerves_a 4 ; 
_ and droides the Waters of Jordan with the Mantle of Elijah. 


o 
* 


2m Mend; 3108, GOIN Of Iſrael to his Son Aba- 
before Chriſt 896. 7igh, Who following the (teps 
of his Father, and of his Mother Fezabel, 
proſpercd accordingly ; for when he had 


and finding himſelf in danger of Death, 
he ſent Meſlengers tb enquire of Beelze- 


bub the God of Ekron , whether he ſhould 
| recover of his Fall, or no. 


Iſrael ſhould fend to ug of an Idol, 
about the event of his Sickneſs, ſent Elijah 
ro meet the Kings Meſſengers , and to bid 


{| them ask their Maſter , Whether he ſuppos'd 


there was no God in lſrae], that he had ſent 


Ekron ; and to afſure him, 7hat for this his 
ſacrilegious and profane ſlighting of the God 
of Iſrael, he ſhould not ariſe from his Sick: bed, 
but ſurely die. | 

The Meſengers returning to King Aba- 


| them what kind of Marge was, that had 
charged them with itz and they replying, 


Girdle of Leather about bis Loyns ; he pre- 
ently concluded it was Elijah the T iſbbite, 
and ſent a Captain over fifty with his 
Company to take him; who in obedience 
to the Kings Command went up to Elijah, 
where he was ſitting at the top of an Hil, 
| and-faid to him, Mar of GOD come down,and 
 g0 along with me in the Kings Name : But 


| conſume thee and thy Company. 
_ | King Abazahb hearing no News of his 
| firſt Caprazy, tent aſecond to ſeize the Pro. 


phet, who having commanded Elijah to 
| come down with him to the King , was 
conſumed, together with thoſe under his 
Command like the former. Ahazzab 1n the 


| 1mpaticnceof bus Revenge, ar latt ſending 
a third, who being terrifi:d by che dreadful | 


' End of the two former Captains, as ſoon as 
' he came up the Hil, tell down on Is Knees, 


| land carncitly beſought him to ſpare his 


| Life, and the Lives ot thoſe that were with 
; him, * Elijab moved to pity with hus 


As dying in the manner as hath 
*A -bcforc bcen related , left the King- 


Reigned two yeats, he tcll out of a Window, 


GOD being provoked, thata King of 


them to enquire of Beelzebub the God of 


ziah with this Meſſage, he enquired of 


| Ehjah told him, If I be a Man of GOD,! 
' then let Fire come down from Heaven , and 


That be was a hairy Man , and girt with a| 


{ 


Lo 


oO 


20 


[nounced the Sentence GOD had pronoun- 
(ced againſt him, That foraſmuch as he had 


humble deportment, and being ar the 
ſametime adviſed by an Angel to ga along 
with him to the King , not fearing any 
thing, accompanied the Captain into the 
preſence of Ahaziah, ro whom he de- 


ſent ro Beelzebub, as if there was no GOD 
in l{rae], be ſbculd never riſe from his ſick 
Bed, but die there. 

This was the laſt Action Elijah did in 
publick, for G 0 D ſoon after rook him to 
himſelt ; and E/iſba being informed of the 
Day that his Maſter ſhoul.1 be taken from 
him up to Heaven, would by no rheans be 
perſwaded to leave him. Elijah himſelf 
tryed him three ſeveral times, to fee whe- 
cher he might be induced to: part from 
him ; pretending that he had butlineſs elſe- 
where, and wiſhing him to ſtay there, and 
ro leave him alone; but Eliſba ſbll prote- 
ſting, that hc would never quit him, Elijah 
gave over, ſuppoling that he had now 
ſufficiencly cried the Faithfulneſs of his |. 
Diſciple ; and as a reward of his Fidcliry, | 
bad him ask what he would of him; who | 
chereupon demanding a double portion of | 
his Spirit, Elijah told him , That he had 
demanded a bard thing, but that however in 
caſe he did ſee him tranſlated to Heaven , it 


3O 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


\ſbould be granted him, elſe not. 
| Soon aftcr, as they wenc on and diſ- 
[courſed together, there appearcd a Chariot 


aſunder, and Elijah went up in a Whirlwind 


and Horſes of Fire, and parted them both 


to Heaven. | 


This holy Prophet ( faith S.' Chryſoſtom) 


40 ſaid to bim, I have fought againſt the Devil, 


- the lowers of this World place all their 
of 


mounting up to Heaven , leſt nothing to his 
Diſc! ple, fave only bis Mantle; As if he had | 


being covered with this Axmour, and do thou 
alſo engage with him in the ſame Equipage. 
Eliſha accepted of this mean and poor Mantle, 
5 the richeft Inheritance , becauſe the true 
Chriſtian Poverty is an impregnable Tower, 
and inacceſſible Fortreſs ; and the true Diſci- 
'ples of Chriſt look. upon inward and ſpiritual |. 
Poverty, a5 the Well-ſpring of all good things, 


confidence in their Riches and outward Pof- 


ſefftons. - 


THE| 


mnt <——_— 


| 


—C——_ nm —ae ern rn nero nn 


CI mw_—_—— — 


Dn rr IE I EI IE IEEE IS ee 


————————_—_———— 


_ 


err rm—— nn nn rn ———_— 
ren ern 


Vt ctr cya ne ee eee 


—— — 


—_— nm 


- ms OO LOR A + 9. — < po. 
. u 


R977 TP eons poten” Oar 6, 


# 


. - WE , ry: N yet are or rr nos tt ITY. A IP Ov, png mrs, 7 Fan . . - on _> 


l OD 

INN Vh - 
[1 AWE 
ML All: 
ny 


% 
\ 


| |; I; Wl 


/ 


IS 


Pr 


131 [14 


, 
Mill 


1 


; "fn 


4 


nn, 7 Boob Mane A FL IEA TA ok x CC a- 9s Ae 
why "oY _ y - ahy's 1 bf 
RAP. T* ao ep B 


TY Rr — Wo tr Be TO I A ret At Keaton 8 ante a te rk 
KY I pi ne od nt" Mo hs By 2 {4 ERIES: wy 
d ” 4 LI Li : 


v 


PV. fn R 


TO AAPriger: thr, ox 


"4 


P41 - 


0 


- 
- 


2 XCrra9:s 2Þ 


Bozmohesa WF 


A Li G 


> 
PAL CL 


77, 


—_— —  — 


- 
- 


CG Fpumtarn Jolie 


—— 


———__ >» wo "> wa <>» 


—_—_— __— RT @- 9 OO OSOoSIOG—— _ 


rn 


_— > 


— >” 
- — 


23S 
=» a9 — 


— 


—_—— — —— —} 
% Wor 


—  — 


oo Oo EEO: Ot ar 9 


— 9 


» © —_ 
— 
- 


2 Ob SO Y$GOo> I. > TOSS —— OE IRE OO 


_———  - 


—_— 


L 
#' ' 
4 ? 
SY) 
gQ 
»= 
bo fY-- 1, d 
" 
w a7 b 
"11s = ; 
, ” , 
4% 
bl 
Jn 
7 NR 
! =." 
- + + +3 / 
% 0 ' FY 
a + ” Fe 
H : a”: bo. 


a 
2 v 
L .* 
n 
fn 
4 
_ 
4, 
- 
' 
' 
41 
. "n "gn 
$ x 
£ . 
NF! " 
Ll 
x 
a 
. , 


——— , A - 


— © 


OED nn — 


— ——_— 


i - 
- — ——_—__ Cs — 
\{) 
v4 
: q 
- 
i ' 
4% - 
} ' 
—_— —o - Cre = _— , 


CE ITO 


£ 
: 
: _y "11 ! 
- 
» 4 
Wi C; EY VU it 
"P' | , 
"= "uy " , ' 9 3 
"2h 1d 
"%! "Y ; 
Js * WY 
1 ": 
4 hs 4h 
' // q 4a's 
q I v >. ty ” 
fe | « ; 
KM) 
: i! 
> : 
« « 
, \ p $3 : >a), 
4 ” 
v8." 
RS 
4 C RF, 
* f «at : T 
. - . - 
ny bY WW. 
F / "ht þ 0? 14 .F 
4 '% _ [ 4 H 
: ” "ih 
4 Sf 1 ao" 
dT --5 
— 
- 
% 
x. 


LE b hs \ 
Y Ny 
- bs < 7 
YE)" on 2}, , JA 
omni” WB 
4 1 > Z44M AL PLL 
Lg 4 ff by ” 
\ f ( - —0> Z LA L494 
1, Yana 
v TY- Comb, , 
q , Ht. hs © 
c *, 1t7 a: * 
fi | PD A P wy” -. te ; YL 
i ” -4 "S, 1 1h x. 
L - 
WL Ah %y 
LA 
$4 Jo 4 
/ 
% i 
Il,/ » 
"y joQ& lj 
% 4} | 
\ «A | 
Ty 
ig 
x# \' 
4 
4 
WJ 
[ - 
, G 
\ 
\ 
| \ hs ! 
= ; , 


Ty | 


rMatll 


_ 


4 


_/ 
n—— 


\\ 


i p 
i 
| 
ſ 
4 
{ 
\ l| 
/ 
d 
| 
A 2 p 
þ 7 $ E- 
7 \ it v 
\ q ' | {| 
| ſ 
WL 
(fo 
! | \ 
, \ 
\ | 
\ | 
fl 
' "4 « 
g 05 
\ 7 AY / 11-0 
of 4 of " Hf "ft 
WA! ; IST! (V1 
DU Wa vi 
- P 
/ , ; Y 
/ - 
WE ane VA. 
oi OOS 
6 \ —_ 
+ mn 
- | 
W644 W 
tier AWE SORE ll, 
, £4 "+ Th { 
- - | 
k LT | 047 
= ” 
a A 2 FP) a 4% 
_—+ 0, 
hes / 
d 47 
j ” MIN; 
f 1 
"*; yl « 
0 \) $ 
, f v * If E 
4 yh 
lj 
U4, 
"oh vi 
4 g FS yl, A 
'1 "'S 
AA 
\ \NQANTS | 
a [_, : 4 
N| <Y 


; 
: 
' 
: 


Q : 
A %t- | | 
d, I | 
Y i 
> k | | 
|? 
> 
KG XY 
N 0 i 
Kh | 
i \ 
\ |} 
= 4} 
" \ 
þ if: =o 1 
\ G p 
f; s | 
Sf: \ | C. | 
4 1 C 
FIWO 
manu N 
if, Y 
My 
bd \4 þ \ V 
I\ Iv \ 
R'.8 \ 
| ; X 
% p | 
[ \C 
.# BUT: 
_ \1 : 
| i 
Rnd % 
} 
{' Von 
| ” a . 
> "s $ & . ! 
, a, L NY 
4 Q [| 
{al " | N [4 . 
4 (Ii KN | | 
Y , od / Re l ; S | | 
WT f "D\ | 
nv We q " | ; 
4 46, ill SD] |). 
= p== one B's II memoooeres ener warn nnrennenns 


——_— 


| 


'2 Kings II. 


_ = 


55 


Mom mg I. pe bag 
£ _ " Xs 


SL 


—_— 
Childzen d 


evonred 


by Bears. 


_ The y ; 
'_____ The Children that Mocked Eliſha are devoured by Bears. | ; 
—x Fer that the Prophet Elah was tran- [corrupted and Tafetted with Sin, in order to ; 
| flared our of this World, itappeared | [take away the barremiefs of theGround, and | * 
5 that he had been as good as | |make it ( for time to come) fruitful in all Ver- | | 
The fame year 30!” 11;s word tohis Diſciple £li- | |tucs and Graces. — 
ſha, his Spiric not only reſting upoa him, Bur nor long after this favourable and | : 
bur acting in him with more cthcacy than | [beneficial Miracle he had wrought,another | * 
ever it had in El/jah himſelf. The firſt | |ſucceeded, which-made ir evidenr,that this | * 
effect hereof appeared in his croſſing the | |holy Prophet was filld with the ſame fiery | : 
River Jordan dry-ſhod, without any otlier | |Zeal, which was fo fignal and remarkable | * 
means , but of Elijabs Mantle he had lete xo'1n his Maſter , for as he was going from | : 
him, wherewith as ſoon as he had ſmote| | Jericho to Bethel, near to that City he mer | © 
the Waters, and ſaid, Where js the Lord| |with a Company of lictle Children, who | 
God of Elijah? the Waters immcdiately were| |ſeceing him bald, mocked him, crying our | ! 
parted, and he paſſed over. | [aloud, Gowp theu Bald-pate, Go up thou Bald- | * 
Eliſha being returned to Fericho, the | [pate. Eliſha turning back looked upon | * 
 [nhabitants thereof repreſented tro him, |them, and curſed them in the Name j 2? 
that che firuation of their City was very | {of the LORD; which Czrſe was no ſooner | 2 
pleaſant, but that all the Water about,it| pronounced by him, but two Bears came | ? 
was very bitter, and rendred the Ground | torth out of a Wood cloſe by, and killed | ? 
barren. Eliſha condeſcending to their 20/42 of them. | | 
deſire, bad them bring him a new Earthen! © We may well ſay here,(what S.duflin ſpeaks | | 
Veſſel with ſome Salt 19 it, and going forth | |ong another occaſion ) that this Anger of | ! 
co the Spring of the Waters, he calt Salt into | |Elitha was a Prophetick Anger,repreſentingto | | 
it, and aſſured them in the Name of GOD, | |us before hand,what was to come to paſs in after | © 
that from thenceforwards theIVaters ſhould | | Ages, and lively ſetting forth to us the miſera= | © 
be healed, and be no more the cauſe of | !b/e condition of thoſe, who bearing the Name | : 
| ſickneſs or death to any, or make che Ground | |of the Children of rhe Church, do inſolently | * 
barren, as formerly they had done. Whiciz| make a mock and ſeoff at Jeſus Chriſt, and | * 
Words were no ſaoner uttered by him, bur | a/l the ſacred Myiterics of his ſacred Life and | © 
the effect was there, and the Warers were 39 Paſſion ; and tho He ſuffered all manner of p 
healed ever afcer. ' |Outrage and Scoffing from the Jews on Mount | © 
This holy Prophct(as S. Ambroſe obſerves) | ;Calvary, (as Eliſha was mocked by theſe Chil- | * 
by the efficacy and power of his Word, not dren becauſe he was Bald ) for-which Crime | : 
only changed the bitterneſs of th:iſe Wates| they and their City were miſerably deſtroyed | : 
which flowed upon the Earth , but he pene-| and devoured by the Roman Eagles: Tet the | 
trated to their deepeſl and moſt hidden ſource | - Blaſphemy and Sacrilegious abuſe and profa- | * 
and Spring, where he changed the very Nature | nation of bis Holy Mylteries; which Chriſti» | : 
of them, and that ſo throughly and effefually, | ans are guilty of, is infinitely more exaſpera- | 
that the Change he then made, continued to ting, and muſt conſequently expetl a Puniſh- | i 
the end of all ſucceeding Ages, as the Scrip- go ment and Judgment far exceeding , not only ; 
ture obſerves.” By healing theſe Waters, he | that of theſe Children, but of the Jews alſo, | * 
healed a whole.People, who were afflied with who ſc outragiouſly affronted and mocked him : 
manifold Diſeaſes and Death , in drinking \0n the Crols ; foraſmuch as they have (as the | © 
thereof,and in preſerving thoſe that were then, |\Scripture expreſeth it) trodden under foot | * 
he (at the ſame time) was the preſervation of , \the Son of GO Þ, and counted the Blood of | $ 
- all thoſe , who in ſucceeding Ages Jbould pro- | the Covenant, wherewith they were ſanCti- | 7 
ceed from them. \ | fied, an unholy thing, and done deſpite to ? 
This (adds that Father) was an admirable | \the Spirit of Grace. FI 
| Figure of the Renovation and great Change | The Chriſtian Church (as S.Auftiz faith) | : 
which Jeſus Chriſt (repreſented by the new co Path but too many ſuch Children as theſe ; and | + | 
Earthen Veſlel fil1'd with Salt) was to make { tho no Bears are ſeen outwardly to devour them; | © 
one day, not in a City only or Country, but | yet the Devils make 70 leſs havock, of their | : 
throughout the whole World, in ſcattering his Souls, to whom they deliver themſelves for @& 
Salc, that is to ſay,his Apoltles, into the bitter © Prey by their diſorderly Lite, and the abuſe of | ? 
and deadly Waters, that is,amongſt the People his holy Mylterics. THE! +} 
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ter the Deat hat | 3 SON 
| Ahaziab,Fehoram(Ahabs ſecond Son 
Am tends 3169, Tacceeded his Elder Brother 
before Chriſt 895." 11 the /{ingdom, and did cvy1l 
in the fight of the LORD, tho as the 
Scripture obſerves, not like his Father and 
Mother, for he put away the Image of Baal 
that his Father had ſet up; bur for all 
that he continued in the worſhipping of 
Feroboams Golden Calves. He reigned at the 
ſame time that good King Fehoſhaphat 
reigned over Judah, and theſe two Kings 
always continued 1n alliance and good 
correſpondence together. | 

Fehoram at that time being engaged in 
a War againſt the Moabites, who had 
refuſed to pay him the Tribute they had 
paid to [11s Father Ahab, deſired Fehoſhaphat 
£0 COME to his aſſiſtance, which Jehoſhaphat 
did accordingly, and-coming at the Head 
of his own Army joyned his Forces with 
thoſe of Jehoram. But as they were on 
cheir March towards their Enemies Country, 
| having marched ſeven days together thro 
a dry Wilderneſs, where they ſuffered 
extreme Thirſt for want of Water. eho- 
ſhaphat in this extremity enquired of Feho- 
ram, whether there were not thereabour a 
Prophet of the LOR D, whom they might 
Cconſulc in this neceſſity , which threatned 
them and their Armies with utter deſtru- 
&1on. 

_ Eliſha at laſt being ſent for, and appcar- 
ing bcfore the King of Iſrael, told him 
plainly, That he nught berake himſelf. to 
the Prophets of his Father and of his Mother ; 
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7 her [elf to Eliſha for redreſl; 


there were no more Veſlels for her to fill. 
1 | 
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and thar if it had not been in confidera- 
tion of Jeboſhaphat he would never have | 


' miſed him both Water and Vifory over the | 
Moabites. And having ordered them to | 
make the Valley, where they were full of 
Ditches, the next Morning a torrent of 
Water came from the Mountains and filled 
them,by which means the Army was favcd. 
This Water,wiuch was their preſervation, 
became the ruin and overthrow of their 
Adverſaries; tor the Moabites ſecing this 
Water, to Which the Rays of the ri/eng-Sun 
had given a Red colour, ſuppolcd it had | 
been Bhed,and that their Enemies had kill'd 
one another: Inthis belict they cameand 
fell upon Jehorams and Fohoſbaphats Army, 
whom contrary to their expectation they 


| 


—— 


come to him, bur upon his account pro- |, 
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| Houſe ? who reply 'd, She had nothing faye 
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 Irage, inſomuch as they ſoon pur the Meoa- 
bites to the flight , and purſuing them to 


ound not c 


| 


their Capital City, beſieged it ; whereupon 
the King of Moabin deſpair killed his eldeſt 
Son upon the Wall, and Sacrificed him, 
which caſt fo great a horrour upon the 
Fews, that they broke up the Siege, and 
returned to their own Land. | 
In the mean time chere was a Widow(who | 
being exceedingly troubled with her Cre- | 
ditors , that threatned in caſe of Non. | 
payment , to take away her two Sons and 
ſcll chem for Bondſlaves ) came to Eliſhg, 
and deſired his afliftance and counſel in 
this extremity, Eliſba having heard her 
Complaint, ask'd her, What ſhe had in the 


— 


a Pot of Oil; Whereupon he bad her bor- | 
row a great many empty Veſlcls of her | 
Neighbours, and having ſhut the Door of | 
her Houſe upon her, to pour out of her Pe | 
into them will they were all filled. The 
Widow obeying this Order of the Propher, 
found her Vil hold out till there were no 
more Veſſels to fill: And being aſtoniſh'd | 
at this Miracle, came to give Eliſha an | 
account of what had hapned, who bad her ' 
ſcll ſo much of the 0i as was ſufficient ro 
pay her Debrs, and to keep the reſt for her | 
itclf and Children to live on. | 
| This Miracle(faith S.Gregory )was a Figure | 
of that abundant effuſion of the Grace of the | 
Holy Spirit, which ſhould one day fill the | 
Church, repreſented by this Widow, who had | 
only two Sons, whom the Devils would take 
from her, and make them Bond-ſlaves; which | 
'defign of theirs was prevented by the effuſion | 
of this hol y and divine Unction. | 
S. Bernard faith, We muft without ceaſing, 
deſire and pant for this holy and wonder- 
working Oll,that our Hearts may be filled brim | 
full withit ; andjto the end they may, we muſt 
keep them empty\of vain Imaginations and | 
ſenſual Conſolations. For the Unction of this | - 
Holy Spirit, repreſented by this Widows Oll, 
can fill no Veſſels , but ſuch as are empty and 
void of all ſinful and vain Prepoſſeſſions. 'Tis 
a vain thing for any Man to attempt a union 
between God and Mammon , Jeius Chriit 
\and this World , the Fleſh and the Spirit; 
And it is impoſſible at the ſame time, to reliſb | 
and tafte the Pleaſures of Earth and thoſe of | 
Heaven. THE, 
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— Naaman comes to the Prophet Eliſha 


, to be healed of hu Leprohie.” 


—Am<———_—_—_— 


Liſha the Prophet being willing to: 
EL recompence the charitable Care the 
| ent; 3116, good Shunamite had taken 
before Chriſt. 894% of him, in entertaining and 
lodging him as he paſſed by that way, by 
delivering her from the reproach of Bar- 
reneſs, (he had till then laid under,procured 
her aSon;but theChild ſometime atrer dying 
whilſt it wa» young, the Mother came in 
a great paſſion ot Sorrow to complain 


anderſtood the Childs Death ) ſent Gehazi 
his Servant with his Staff, commanding 
him to Jay it on the Child's Face ; but the 
Mother would not be ſatisfied till Eliſha 
came along with her; who finding that 
what he had commanded Gehazi had nor 
| brought the C hild to lite, he (as Elijah his 
Maſter did in a like cafe) applied his Bedy 
to the Bey of. the Child, having prayed to 
the LOR D, and thereupon the Childs Spirit 
return'd,and he deliver'd him to hisMethey. 

Some time after he with a little Flower 
took away the poyſonous quality of a Pot 
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| Prophets, and multplicd a few Loaves, fo 
| as they ſatisfied a great number of People. 

But one of the molt famous Miracles 
wrought by Eliſha, and which 1s recorded 
of him by Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel,was his 
| curing Naaman the Syrian of tis Leproſte. 
| This Man was of great Authority with his 
| Maſter the King of Syria, but was fadly 
afflicted with that filthy Diſeaſe : And his 
Wife having a Jewiſh Girl that waited upon 
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| her,ſhe cold her Miftreſs, that if her Maſter 


= = — 


would but go to the Prophet Eliſha in 
' Samarta, he would cure him of his Leproſee. 
' Naaman being acquainted herewith, told 
' the Ming his Maſter, who ſent a Letter by 
him to Foram King of Iſrael, importing 
' that he had ſent his General Naaman to him 
 tobecured, 

| Fforam looking upon this his unreaſon- 
| able Requeit, only as a dcſign to pick a 
, Quarrel with him, ;rent his C/oaths, asking 
| Naaman, Whether his. Maſter took him for a 
| God, thus to require him to Cure his Diſeaſe ? 


— 


' Eliſha undcritanding what had palt,ſent to | 


| he Ang, to bid him direEt-Naaman to 
him, that he mighe know there was a 
Prophet 1n Iſj-ael. © $0 Naaman came with 


chereof to Elijah, who (as ſoon as he had: 


- \bbe-jbould 20 and waſh himſelf ſeven times Int 
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| of Pottage, prepared for the Sons of the| - 


4 
for ever ; which hapacd accordingly, and 


| 
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lis Aorſes and Charicr, and ftood betore the | 


| Door of Eliſha's Houſe;who without going | 


| outto hum, ſent word by his Servant, That 


[ 
| 


O 
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he River Jordah, by which means he ſhould 
be bealed. 
But Naaman being in a rage at this uſage 
and Meſſage of Eliſha, went hisway ; but 
his Servants repreſenting two him, how eafte 
the thing was which che Prophet had pre- 
{crib'd tor his Cure, defired him by all 
means to try, whether the Prophet had 
ſpoken true? Naaman at laſt yielding to 


—— 


their Reaſons, went and plunged: himſelf 
ſeven times in Jordan; whereupon his Fleſh 
came again as the fleſh of a licle Child. 
As foon as Naaman perceived the Cure 
wrought upon him, he returned with all 
his Company to Eliſha, to expreſs his 


- 


$3 
- - 


Acknowle.igment, and to aſſure lum, that 


noother G 0D, but the LORD only; he 
pre{t him alſo to receive his Preſents , bur 
Eli;ba uucrly refuſed. 

| Now after Naaman was departed,Gehazi 
(Eliſba's Servant) ran after him, and telling 
hum aLye, procured of him two Talents 


| Eljha knowing what had paſt, reproached 
Gehazi tor his Ceveronſneſs, and told himin 
the Name of the LORD, That becauſe he 
had done this, the -Leproſie of Naaman the 
Syrian ſhould cleave to him and to his Seed 


the Leproſie immacdiately appearing over all 
his whole Body as white as Snow. 

The Cure of this General(faith S. Ambroſe) 
is a Figure of the purification of Chriſtians, 
of their inward Leprolic, by the Laver of 
'Regeneration. The Prophet Eliſha would 
receive nothing in conſideration of this Cure, 
to reach the Miniſters of the Goſpel by his 
Example, to part with and communicate freely 
[70 others, what they have ſo freely receiv'd 
themſelves from the Author and Fountain of 
all good. And Gehazi's Leproſic ſhews us, 
what invifibly happens to the Souls of thoſe 


| 


_—— 4 


( faith S. Ambroſe) to be exempt from Avarice 
themſelves , but they muſt take care that thoſe 
who are under them be ſo likewiſe; and they 
ought to uſe Severity, like Eliſha , when they 
meet with any, who ſtrive to enrich themſelves- 
ith a Sacrilegious Merchandize, diſhonour- 
ing the reputation of their Protcilion, and 
| oofing the Sacredneſs of their Miniſtry. -: 


> £ 


of Silver and two Changes of Rayment. | 


Miniſters, who make a traffick of Holy | 
things. It 3s not ſufficient for Goſpel-Paſtors 


frem thence forward he would worſhip | 
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| co him: Butone of them told him, He was 


of 1ſrael with his moft ſecret Counſels. 


| that purpoſe, he ſent a greac Party of his 
| Forces to ſurround the City where (Eliſha 
; then was. Eliſha's Servant ariſing in the 
| Morning, and ſeeing the great Army of 
' Syrians, that had invelicd the City, he was 
| ſorc afraid ; but Eliſha, torid him of his 
| Apprehenſions, prayed to GOD to open his 
| Eyes; whercupon the young Man ſaw an 


| Fire, ſurrounding and guarding his Mafter. 


| but if they would follow him, he would lead: 


—_—_— —  ——_— —_—— 
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FH King of Syria having ſeycral | 
times laid wait with his Army , to 


mw Medi 3116, JUTPTIZE Foram King of [ſrael,| 


before Chr;ft 838. but all ro no purpoſe, he 
became tranſported into a great Rage 
againſt his Chief Officers and Miniſters , as 
ſappofing that they diſcloſed his Deſigns 


much miſtaken to ſuſpeft the Faithfulneſs of 
his Servants «pon that account; and aflured 
him, That it was Eliſha the Prophet that 
fruflrated his Deſigns, by acquainting the King 


As ſoon as the King of Syria had under- 
ſtood this, he wasas much enraged againſt 
Eliſha , as before he had been againſt his 


Servants,and reſolved to ſeize him ; and to 


Angelical Guard of Horſes and Chariots of 


And at the ſame time Eliſha entreated 
GOD toſtrike the Syrian Army with blindneſs, 
that were come to take him ; which the 
LORD having performed at the requeſt 


of his Servant &/iſha, went down to them, | 


and told them, 7hey had miſtaken their way ; 


them to the Man they lookd for; and fo 
brought them into the midit of Samaria, 
and then prayed GOD to open their Eyes 
again, that they might ſee the danger in 
which they were. | 


King Foram ſceing his Enemies thus 40 


miraculouſly made his Priſoners, demanded | 


| of Eliſha,whether he ſhould deliroy them, | 


fince GOD had delivered them into his 
hand? but the Prophet checked him -for | 
entertaining ſuch a thought, and on the ! 
contrary bad him ſerMear and Drink before | 
them, and'ſend them back to their Maſter | 
in Peace. | 


Not long aftcr this, Benhadad King of - \him as a Judge that puniſbeth Criminals, 


| Syria raiſed a prodigious Army, and with it 
| belieged the City of Samaria,which thereby ' 
' was reduced to fo dreadful a Famine, that | 
 anAſes Heed was fold for fourſcore Shekels, 


thatis, for abour Twelyc pound ſtcrling, | 


I'v 


ves us a more tragica| 


Son, and they had eaten him ; but that her 
Neighbour inflead of dreſſing her Son the next 
\day, according to their Contrafi, had hid him, | 
and would not deliver him. 


| King Joram aſtoniſhed at the recital of 
ſo barbarous and unheard of Cruelty, rent 
his Cloaths, whereby the Sackcloth he wore 
next to his Skin was ſeen ; but however, 
inſtcad of refleting upon his Sins, which 
were the cauſe of fo dreadful a Fudement 
upon him and his People, he turns his Rage 
againſt Eliſha,and ſworc he would have his | 
Head that very day, and accordingly ſent | 
an Officer to his Houſe, to execute his wicked | 
deſign : But Eliſba knowing of his Mcſlage, 
commanded thoſe that were with him to | 
ſhur'che Door againſt him, and lay hold of | 
him; being aflur'd by the Spirit of GOD, | 
that the Kings purpoſe of taking away his | 
Life was chang'd. | 
T his Behaviour of the King of Iſracl /bews, | 
how dangerous a thing it is, for a Man in 
aflition, to give himſelf up to Anger and 
lmpatience. We fee this Prince here dread-. 
fully afflited,and wearing Sackcloth wpon his | 
'Skin,which one would think was a great fign | 
of his being ſenſible of the Hand of GOD upon | 
\bis Capital City z but for all that,we find him 
very far from being either humble or tradly Pe- 
nitent ; for loſing bis Confidence in GOD, and | 
abandoning himſelf to Deſpair, he reſotves to | 
Marther him, who alone by bis Holineſs and 
oreat Intereſt inGO D, was the Inflrument of | 
ſaving that City from utter ruine. But the true | - 
Servants of G 0 D, who look upon their Aﬀii- 
(Hons with the Eye of Faith , are humble and | 
ſubmiſſive under them, as knowing their Suf- 
ertngs are leſs than they deſerve , yea, they 
bleſs God for them, becauſe they do not conſider 


but as a Father that chaftizeth bis Children 


for their good and benefit , who loves them | 
'whilft be chaſtizeth them, and would never | 
take the Rod in his Hand, but becauſe he loves | 


them. THE | 
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oy ſpoken by Elitha, 4#s trodden to Death. et 


W 


Yo Rl M having complain'd to Elia of | 
the extremity to which the Famine | 
had reduc'd the City of Sama- 


wn Mundi 3119. 
befre Crt 3*5- 179, the boly Prophet comforted 


- him and the People, who were quite ſpent 
| and faint, aſſuring them, That the next day 
| about that time, fine Flower and Barley would 
| be as cheap, as then it was dear and ſcarce. 


' Twas a hard thing to believe this Prophecy, 


| becauſe all Objects of Senſe did directly {1®and plunder the Texts of the Syrians, by 


' contradict it; and one of the Lords that 
| were with the King was ſo bold to ell him, 
| That what he had ſaid could not prove true, 
' except GOD ſhould be pleaſed to open the 
| Windows of Heaven, and rain down Corn 
| upon them, But the Prophet reply d,He ſbould 
| ſeit with his Eyes, but ſhould not eat of it, 

| This Prophecy was verified in this man- 


| ner: Four Leprows Perſons being got out of |. ; - 
| the Ciry, encouraged one another to go R0jro prevent any Diſorders. that might hap- 


| into the Campof the Syrians, and deliver 
themſelves to them, as knowing that the 
| worſt that could happen to them was to 
| be killed by them, which they choughr 
far more cligible than to pine away with 
| Famine; but when they were come to the 
Camp, they were extreamly ſurprized to 
find no body there ; for GOD had ſtruck 
the Syrian Army with Terrour , by making 
chem hear a noiſe,of Chariots and Horſes, * 
asthe noiſe of a gfeat Army ; whereupon 
they berook rhemſelves to flight for their 
' Lives, leaving their Zents, Aorſes , and all 
their Baggage behind them. 

| Theſe Lepers finding themſclves ſo un- 
 expectedly Mafters of the whole Camp of 
the Sprians, fell to eating and drinking, and 
refreſhing chemfſeves in the firſt Tent they 
\entred into, and carried away the Silver | 
and Gold chey found there,and hid it ; bur | 
conſidering how injurious they were tothe | 
poor Inhabitants of Samaria, in concealing 
theſe good Tyding from ther, they went | 
to the Gare of the Ciry, and acquainted the 
Guards with what they had becn Eye-wit- 
[nefles of: Foram being informed of the 
 Lepers Reporr, fuppoſed it was only a Stra- 
'tagem of the Syrians, to draw the People 
'our of the City, and by that micans to have | 
anoccafion to deftroy them ; Wherctore | 
'he ſenir out ſore Chariots, to diſcoyer whe- | 


| 


ther the Syrians Were ficd indecd, or no; 


L 


Oo 


4O 


|rold co the King, inthe Name of the Lord. 


[King having commanded the Lord, who 


iſee that all contingent Futurities are preſent 
with him, which be diſcovers, when it pleaſeth | 


ifee a City deliverd before they themſelves 


all the way full .of Garments and Vefely, 
_ the Syrians had Gaſt away in their | 
Ight. =o : 
/ As ſoon as theſe Meſſengers had made a. 
_ to the King of what they had ſeen, 
and that the Enemy was certainly returned 
home, the almoſt ſtarved Citizens of Sama- 
riaflock'd in crowds out of the City, ro go 


OO” 


[which mcans Mza/ and Barley. was ſold in 
the City at the ſame price Eliſha had fore. 


And about the ſame; time the other parc of 
[his Prophecy was fulfilled likewiſe ; for the 


had cxprefſed his disbelicf of what Eliſha 
had pronounced ta King and People in the 
Name of GOD, to have charge of the Gate; 


a 
<— ——- 


pd on that occaſion, he was trod undet 
'toot by the People, and died. "24 
It is impoſſible (ſaith S. Ambroſe ) not to 
ladmire the Wiſdom and Power of GOD in 
theſe wonderſul Events here jet dowh, whe. w+ 


| 


him, ſo clearly to his Sexvants, as if they were 
already done. We ſee bim here ſaving Sarna- | 
ria after a miraculous manner , and alone | 
'Hghcing againſt her Enemics, whom he ſtrikes | 
\with Fear and Terrour, making them run away 
for thetr Lives, when none purſud them. We 


_—_—_ 


were aware of it, Four Lepers, whom the | 
Prophet Eliſha had not healed, thb he healed 
IdolacrousNaaman the Syrian,were appoint- 
ed by GOD, to publiſh and make known this 
Deliverance. And when all the People were 
tranſported with Foy, for this their unlookt for 
Deliverance and Salvation, one Great Man is 
trodden to death by them, as they crowded 
through the Gate to plunder the SyriansTents, 
that he might teach us by his Tragital end; 


thoughts of the Power of Man , and too mean 
!thoughts of the Omnipotence of GOD; that 
we affront him, when we disbelieve the Trath 
[2:tered by the Mouth of his Servants, and that | 
we cannot deſpiſe them , without deſpiſing him 
804k ſends them. EY | 
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* | before Chr; 884: . TecOVEr of his Sickneſs, with 
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Window by. Jchu's Order , is devoured of 


S. * = 


—_— ﬀ 


nw Medi: 4126, 0 KNOW: Whether he ſhould 


which he was then afflicted. Hazael' 
having deliver'd his Meſſage to Eliſba, he 
told him at firſt, that the King his Maſter 
might recover ; bur preſently added, thac 
withal the L9RD had ſhewed him he ſhould 
certainly die; and at the ſame time fixing 


And Hazael having asked him, why he 
Wept? The Prophet reply'd it was, becauſc 


his Eyes upon Hazael, he fell a Weeping. | 


| [made ready; an he and Abaziah went to | 
{meer Febu, whom they found in thePlor of |. 
Ground that belonged to Nabeth, aid Zehu 
having ſhot Foram through the Heart with | 
a Dart, expoſed his dead Body there to be | 
devoured by Dogs, to fulfil the Prophecy of | 
Elijah againſt che Houſe of Ahab; ang 
Abaziah endeavouring to make his eſcape | 
in his Charict, was purſued by Command | 
from Jehu and killed alſo, and his dead Body | 
carried to Jeruſalem to be Interr'd with his. 
Fathers. | 

Fezabel ſtrangly alarmed with theſe | 


bring upon Iſ-ael, when he ſhould poſleſs! 
che Crown of Syria. _ | 
Hazael returmng to his Maſter, told! 
him, Thar Eliſha ſaid, He ſhould certainly! 
recover; but the next Morning he took 
occaſion to tile him, and(upon his death)) 
was proclaimed King of Syria in his ſtead. 
' This hapncd when Foram the ſecond Son 
of Abab was King of Iſrael, and Feheſbaphat 
| King of Fudabh. Feboſbaphat being grown 
old and crazy , placed his Son Jehoram 1n 
' his Zhroze, who had nothing of his good: 
| Father's Piety, but followed the ſteps of the 
| Kingsof Iſrae/andimitated the wickedneſs 
| of Ahab, whoſe Daughter he had married. | 
' After Jeboram's Death, his Son Ahazzab; 
| ſacceeded in the 7hrone of Fudab,and was; 
| Contemporary with Foram the Son of Abab! 
| King of 1ſrae/, whom he aſſiſted in the War 
he waged againſt Hazae/ King of Syria, and 
Foram being wounded in the fight, he went! 
©O Fezreel to be cured, whither Ahaziah 
King of Judah repaired,to give hima Vilit., 
Now whilſt the King of Iſrael was ill of his! 
Wounds, Jehu (one of the high Officers of his! 


—— Ke 


i 


; by oncof Eljba's Diſciples, with an expreſs! 
| charge to exturminate the Family of Abab, 
| raking ſome Forces with him, unmedaately 
| AKIN | 
repaired to Jezzeel , where both the Kings 
' then were. King Foram being acquainted | 
| by a Serrinel, that a great Party wer draw- 
| ing nigh co the City, he ſent our Meſlen- 
| gers On Horſeback to enquire who they 


; were, but eh ſuffering none of chemo 


| return , 
| Treachery inthe caſe,and notwithſtanding | 
' his Sickneſs, commanded his Chariot to be | 


of the Evils he foreſaw that he wonuld!- 


Army) having been Anointed King of Iſrael 4 open War, and became a ſwern Enemy to the 


Joram began to ſuſpeE&t ſome 59 ſcarce any remainder of her Body ſhould be 


Tydings, had recourſe to the Artifices | 
| of her Sex, and having painted her Face | 
and drefs'd her Head , placed her (elf at a 
Window to be fſecn by Fehu, who was fo far 
from being taken with her Beauty , that he | 
commanded ſome Emunuchs that Waited 
upon her, to throw her out of the Windey, 
which being done, Fehu and his Officers 
made their Horſes to go over her Body. 
| Fehu having refreſhed himſelf after this ' 
} Action, commanded ſome of his Servants, | 
to go and take up Jezabels Body and bury | 
{1t; but. when they came to look for it, | 
they found nothing letr,, except her Skull, 
her Feet, and the Palms of her Hands, the | 
Dogs having devoured the reſt, according | 


39 to the Prediction of Elijah. 


2Q 


Thus was the End of this unhatpy and 
| miſerable Princeſs, who was a great inſtrument | 

| of God's Severity, to purifie and refine his | 
; Servants by her barbarous Cruelty and Vio-' 
| lence. She knew the Truth (faith S. Ambroſe) 
and yet ſhe perſecuted it ; and having taken 
| a reſolutiomy at any rate to ſupport the intereſt | 
of talſe Prophets, who flatter d and indulp'd | 
| ber Wicked and Idolatrous Humor, ſbe declar'd | 


true Prophets of GOD. Her Preſumptiou 
| engag d her 10 be 100 buſie and medling with 
| Matters concerning GOD and Religion, and 
i ber bitter hatred againfl the pure Worſhip of 
| GOD, having put her upon endeavours wholly | 
' toextirpate the ſame, 4 that no Footfteps of it | 
| might be left. GOD in his juſt Judgment 
 ſufjered her not only to come to a moſt ſhameful 
| and tragical End, but that even after Death, 


| left ; for a terror to all, that might hereafter be 
| inclined to follow her ſteps. 
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; Kings XL. ... _ i Cang | - 1611: 
4 Dead Man being caſt by chance into the Grave of Eliſha, is raiſed to Life|: 
: by touching of his Bones, Fe ? 
| TE HU knowing that he was raiſed to having ſent for the high Officers of the ? 
| I the Throne of Iſrael on purpoſe to de-| |Kingdom, and Army , to meet him in the; : 
| NP ſtt 5y the Houſe of Ahab, after |Houſe of GOD, he-ſhewed them Foaſh their : 
Anno. Mundi 3120. : | | a P 
| dere Girift 834. he had made a good begin-| [lawful Sovereign, whom they with moſt] © 
| ning with Joram and Jezabe/, ſoon after| |joyful Acclamationsproclaimed King. | 
fone: i 70 of Abab's Sons to be killd, Athaliah furprized with theſe exttaordi- : 
| having ſent order to that purpoſe to the| - [nary ſhouts of Joy proceeding from the | 
| Magiſtrates of Samaria; who for fear of Ti emple, ran in haite thicher, and ruſhin [ 
 diſpleaſing King Jehw, executed his Com-| |into the place where the King was, Zehojada| © 
' mands, and having cut off the Heads of|19\commanded the 0ficers to ſeize her, and|: 
| Ahab's Sons, ſent them to him in Baskers.| |havingdrag'd her out of the Temple,co kill f 
| Soon after Fehu, that he might with the| |her; which being executed accordingly, |? 
 eredter caſe deſtroy a)l the Prieſts and IWor-| |Foaſb (who was then but 7 years of Age)|? 
ſhippers of Baal, pretended he would | [peacefully fucceeded in his Fathers Throne. | 
' honour Baa! more than ever Ahab had| | About the ſame time Eliſhathe Propher | * 
done, and proclaimed a folemn Aſſembly| died; and as he lay upon his Death bed, 
for Baal,wherear all his Prophers, Prieſts and | |Foaſh, the Son of Jehoahaz King of Iſrael, | 
| Worſhippers were to be preſent ; and when} jcame to give lyma Vitir,and co celtifiexthe f 
they were all met together jn the Temple | {Sorrow he had conceived at the apprehene |? 
of Baal, hecauſed his Soxdiers to fall upon {20jfton of loſing the beſt Bulwark of his King- |? 
them, and kill chem every Mar; and then| |dom; whereupon the Prophet , to recom- |! 
proceeded to break down and burn all the | [pence this his good Office, promis'd him | 
Images of Baal, and turn'd his Temple into | fas many Victorics againſt the King of Syris, |: 


a Zakes. pb 
60D himſelf highly commended 7ehu 
For this his Zeal , and pronuſed him for a 
Reward, that his Children to the fourrh 
''Generation ſhould fuccced him in the 
Throne. But alas! he continued not long 


as he ſhould give itrokes to che Ground. 
Eliſha died ſoon after, and it hapned that 
as ſome Perſons were burying a dead Body, 
'they diſcovered a Party of Moabites that 
were ravaging the Country, whercupon they 
in haſte caſt the dead Body into Eliſha's 


LEES CARD 


VER) 05% woke 
ret fa- pracbed Foe: 


1a this good diſpoſition, but plung'd him- 32/Grave, which as ſoon as it touched the 
elf into all the Sins of Jeroboam , and by | {Bones of that Holy Prophet, was reſtored to 
maintaining his Idolatrous Worſhip of the Lite. | | 

Golden Calves, he drew down the Anger of | | q 
| GOD upon himſclf and all | |bzttboſe of the Goſpel are far greater. Eliſha's | Þ 
| belvre Giri 56. Tſrgel, and at lalt died,lcaving | dead Body raiſeth a dead Body to life ; Jeſus : 


| Amo Mundi 3148, 


| his Son Jehoahaz his Succeſſor. 
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Ee 
EN BO en 


* 


© Os 


This was a great Miracle\(faith S. Ambroſe) 


: 


p - 


Chriſt raiſed Lazarus, and many others,as well * 


' Whilſt marters were thus carried in Iſrael, 


* 5 
| F 
: 


in bis Lite time as after bis Death, from death | 


| Abaziah King of Judah bcing ſlain by Fehu, | \to life; but the Reſurreflion of the Body 3s |: 
 Athaliah his Mother , being a proud and | |zot near ſo conſiderable as that of the Soul. t 
' ambitious Womar, to affure her ſelf of the 4,0|Bodics are raiſed from the dead to dye again ; þ 


| Throne, cauſed all the Sons of King Ahaziahb 


|, Anno Mundi 3120» 


whom Foſheba his Aunt hid 


| | 
from Athaliah in the Temple of the Lord, | 


| When Arhaliah had ngw Reigned 7 years, 
| Fehojada che High- Prieflchough: it was high 
time to declare to all Zudah, {hat they had-a 


| lawful King in being , 'whom Athaliah had | tons,may and ought to hope for the Reſurrefion | 


; now for ſo many years deprived of his Right, 
| by aſurping the Crown of Judah z and having 
' over and above contrived his Death, but that 
\ſhe had been happily prevented in the execu- 
tion of her Wicked and Ireaſonous deſign. And 


to be put to death,cxcept Foaſb, | 


; !but Souls that are raiſed to life, by leaving | 

'Death, Sin, and the Devil , never die again, |: 
' {but livethelitc of Angels, yea,of God himſelf. * 
' Noneof us dare be ſo arrogant, toexpett 10: | 
be raiſed from death to life, like Lazarus; and | : 
yet even thoſe of us , who groan under the | 
Egyptian Bondage and ſlavery of our Pali- |? 
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; {of their Souls, if with a lively Faith and ll 
o\fincere Repentance they rely upon the infinite | * 
| {virtue of the Blood of Jeſus Chrilt, and rhe : 
' Omnipotence of his Grace. : | 
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2 Kings XV. 


1 62- 1 "EY þ 
Zechatiah the-Hi 


tht ——— 


LEDSY 


-Ptielſſs Stoned, 


a—_— 


— — 
4 ____ 
——— 


| 


1 ”- 47> b4 * 


Zechariah, at the Command of Joaſh.King of Judah, becauſe he had reproved' 
____ him of his Sin 1s Stoned, © | 


ade M 


—__ 


oa —_ — 
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' "Amo Monti 3126. ; 
| beſore Chriſt '$78. Fehojada 


' Concern d for the diforders Athaliah had 


' committed 1n the Houſe of GOD , who had! 
| ſpoiled 1t of all its richeſt Ornaments and! 
' Utenſils, to adorn and furniſh the Temple 
| of Baal; he gave command to have the: 
| fame repaired ,*and that all the dedicated 


' things ſhould be returned to it. 


And becauſe the expence of this Work 


| was too great for the King alone to bear, 


' he acquainted the People with his defign, 


' that all thoſe who found themſelves in- 


_ | clin'd, might contribute to ſo good and 


| Piousa Work. But the Prieſts, who were to 


' receive the Money that was given. to this 
; purpoſe, were not ſo exaCt in giving in. 


' their Accounts, nor ſodiligent to forward 
. the Work, as they 


| put 1n all their Morey they received from 


| therein, they opened it in the preſence of 
the King and the High-Prieſt, and having 


' counted it, they pur it in Bags, to be deli- 


' vered to the Work-men. 
After that the Houſe of G O D was thus 


; wherefore Jehojada the Prieft ordered all ' 
| the Alms and Conrributions of the Peopleto. 


; {be pur into a great, Cheſt fait Jockd , | 
! which had a Hole in the midſt of the 3%: Army he had raiſed againſt them, and after- | 


' Lid or Cover of -it, by which the Priefts 


' the Pecple; and whenever they found | 
there was a conſiderable Sum of Money | 


FW 82fh; theSon of 4haziah, being raiſed} (being pleaſed with their Flatteries) cave 
JJ; corkeThrone.of..the Kings) of Judah, Ear to them, and made: them his Fawy.. 
by the Care and Loyalty ct| 
the - High - Prieft , 
'ſeem'd for a. 2good while ro be very: 
| acknowledging and thankful to him, to 
whom he was bcholden for his Crown :: 
The kindneſs he had for this holy Man, 
' made him good alfo; and being extremely 


rites; and from that very time he forgar | 
the LORD, and' infiead of his former | 
Religious Care for the Temple and true. 
Worſbip of +G 0 D, he now adored Idols,and | 
'drew cown the Wrath and Vengeance of 
GOD upon himſelt and his Kingdom. 
\. Zechartiah,the Son of Fehojadaywho had 


olſuccecded his Father 1n the High- Prieſthood, 


could nor endure the fight of theſe lmpj- | 
cries ; and being ſtir'd-up by the Sp#ir of 


(GOD, he reprovd the King to his Face, : 


[with a holy boldnefs,as well as the Grandees | 
of his Court ; for that they had forſaken 


cc LORD, and worlhip'd Idols. But this || 


Liberty colt him his Life; for Joaſh nor | 
con(idering the vaſt Obligations he had to | 
tis Father, who had ſet the Crown upon his 


20/ Head, cauſed him to be Sron'd ro Death in 


the Court of the Lord's Houſe, who dying, 


uxtered theſe Words; The LORD look upon | 


it; and require it. | | 
The LORD heard the Prayer of this holy 
'Martyr, and made the remainder of the 
Life of this Prince as unfortunate, as the 
beginning of 1t had been happy. He ſtird 
up the Syrians againſt lim, who with 
an inconſiderable Force, deteated a vaſt 


wards came to Ferzſalem, and deſtroycd 
all the Princes of the People, and tortured 
Foaſh himſelf, lexving him in a fad and 
languiſhing Condition; and after all, was 
notallow'd to die a Natural death, but was | 
murther'd by two of his Servants 1n his Bed, 
for the innocent Blood he had ſhed; and 
had not the honour (after his deatb) to be 
buried in the Sepulchre of his Fore- fathers, 


repaired, and all things reduc'd to their 49/the Kings of Judah. 


ancient Order , Fehojada the High- Prieſt | 


dicd at the Age of 130 years. Foaſb the 
King ſhewed him great Honour after his 
- death, and would have his Body interrd in 
the Sepulchre of the Kings of Judab, for 


the great Service he had done to the Crown | 


GOD by this dreadful Example, teaches 
Princes to diſtruſt thoſe who by their baſe and 
ſelfiſb Flatteries, would perſwade them they are 
Gods, and that whatſoever they will , is well; 
and on the contrary, to value and eſteem thoſe, 


who freely and boldly tell them the naked 


and whole Kingdom : But it was not long | {Truth , from a ſincere Aﬀefdion and Honour 


he continucd 1n this good diſpoſition ; 
for ſoon after the death of Fehcjada, who 
had ſo wiſely counſel'd and govern'd this 
young Prince,thc Grandees of his Kingdom 


cameo pay their Obeyfance to him, who 


they have for their Perſons, whereas thoſe Flat- 


g {ercrs ſerve only to corrupt their good Inclina- 


tions, and to ſtir up the hatred of God and 
Men againſt them, | OL 
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AHAZ THE;WICKED.xKING.- 


h, greatly provoking GO 


—— 


| 


| Vicked &haz the King of Juda 


into the Hand of | his Enemies. 


D by his; Abominations 4 is delfruered 


| _— — 


| but foon after dying, Amaziah was ſet at 
| liberty by his Son Feroboam, and Reigned 


Anno Mundi 3174- 


| againſt him by ſome of his Servants, he 19 
|ties againſt their Brethren the Fews, that as | 


A 


Foaſh, was frequently engaged in | 
War againſt Foaſh the King of | 


Anno Mundi 3165. . "A 
Iſrael, who took him Caprive ; 


defore Chriſt 839. 


| 


15 year after that 1n Feruſalem : At the end 
of which, underſtanding that 
a Conſpiracy was hatching | 


fled to Lachiſh ; but they ſent after him, 


and kill'd him there, and VUzziab (who 1s 


| became Victorious over all his Enemies, 


alſo called Azariah) Reigned 1n his ſtead. | 

This Uzzzah, in themain, was a good | 
Prince, and conſulred with the Prophets 1n | 
all his Aﬀairs of Importance, to know the 
Will of the LORD, and by thus means he! 


and very great and powerful; he repaired 


the Ruins of Feraſalem, and reſtored the (20 
Kingdom to its former luſtre and glory. |vidifg I} 


But this continual courſe of Proſperity and 
Succeſs at laſt fred up his Heart (as the! 


Maziah having ſucceeded his Father | 


- 


'then to. Menahem, who left the Kingdom ©. 


Remaliah conſpired againſt him and fl:w | 
him, after he had Reigned two years.” Twas | 
this Pekah that waged a moſt bloody War | 
againft Zudah, killing at one time 120000 | 
of them, becauſe they and their King had 

forſaken the LORD,and b:raken themſclyes | 
tothe worſhip of Idols. The Iſraelites at 
that time committed ſuch extreme Cruel- 


they returned with their Caprives in tri- 
\umph to Samaria, 2 Prophet of the LORD 
[reproved them for their great Cruelty, 
charging them ar leaſt to ſend back to 
their homes the 200000 Caprives they had | 
taken, which they did at the Prophers Re- 
monſtrance, with a great many marks of 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion tor them, 
C loathing them that were naked , and pro, 
'agons tO Carry thoſe that were not | 
able to go on Foot. | 


But Abaz, was ſofar from being humbled 


hd Y 


| 
| 


his' Son Pekahiah.; but Pekah the Son of | 


b R Wo 
* DS ok LL. 
ol (£2 2D 7 os hh ee hs 


£236 


Scripture obſerves) to his deſtruction; for| |by all theſe heavy Judgments of an incenſed | 
he proceeded to that height of Preſunyp-| |GOD, that on the contrary he ſinned more | 
tion, to invade the Sacred Office of the| {and more. At thefam.enme 4baz having | 
High- Prieſt, and to offer Incenſe upon the| |made an Alliance with Trglath-Pileſer King | 
Altar of Incenſe : And when Azariah the| -|of Afſyria againlt Iſrael,he came wich a great | 
High Prieſt at the Head of Fourſcore Prieſts 39 Army and took all the Iſraelites that dwelc 
of the LOR D, withltood him, and chal-| |beyond Jordan, and carried them Caprives 
I:nged him for ſo doing, and hecnraged! |roAfyria,trom whence they never return'd, 
began to threaten them, the Leprofie broke] |no more than the reſt of the Ten Tribes, 
out upon him, which as ſoon: as they had| | who were afterwards cranſported thither 
perceived,they thruſt him our of the Houſe; | by his Son Salmanaſar. oats? 
of the LOR D; and indeed finding himfelf| | Bur King Abaz was fo far from being 
ſmitten with thatunclean Diſeaſe, he haſted| | touch d with the defolation of. his own, 
to get out of the 7emple, that he nught| |or Neighbourfſingdom,or berter'd thereby, 
not defile that holy Place. | {that on the contrary, he attributed all the 
 Uxxiab thus ſtruck with Leprofie, and qo Advantages his Enemies at any time had 
being thereby incapacitated for Govern-| ; over him, to the prevalent power of their 
ment, Jorham his Son took poſſeſſion of| | Idols, above thoſe he worſhip d. He ſhur | 


© IG vw 


—— ——— _— 


the Throne, and 1n all things 1mitated the: 
firſt Piety of his Father, whercfore alſo: 
GOD bleſſed him, and made him very 
powerful ; and having Reigned 16 years, 
he Icft the Kingdom to his| 
Son Ahaz, who ſetup again| 
all the Abominations of Idolatry in Fery- 


' 


Anno Mundi 3261. 


'up the Doors of theLord's Houſe,and erected 
| Altars to his Idols, in all the Corners of the 
| Streets of Feruſalem, until GO D by Death 
| put a {top to the Career of his Impreties. 
' - He was adreadful Exampleof Princes for- 


——— oo” OS ww” 


| them , the more their Spirits are ſet againſt 


| ſaken by GOD, who the more he _— 


ſalem, wheretore alſo the L OR D delivered '50/him,and who at laſt by their unhappy ends pro- | 
him into the Hands of the Syrians, and | claim this great Truth, That Kings are great as 
into the Hands of the King of Iſrael, | long as they continue in the Rank where GOD | 
In the mean time the Kingdom of Tjrael| |has plac'd them ; but that they precipitate | 
deſcended from Foaſh to Fero- | |themſelves into their Creatural Nullity, when: | 
boam, and from Feroboam to | they begin to challenge him,or make themſelves | 
Zacbariah, and from him to Shallum, and | (his Equals. | _ KING 


Anno Mundi 3213. 
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G HEZEKIAH 
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bimfel f to reſtore the true Worthip of : 


CO 


146 
KIN 
GOD, deftroys all the Tdols and Tmapes that were im the Land. 


Ekzh having ſeated himſelf on the | |rivrs. He took great care to re-eftabliſh the 
Throne of Iſael.by conſpiring againſt | [Prieſts and Levnes in their diſcominaed Fun- 
Gow Mundi $26; Pekabiah his Maſter , Joit his| |Aions, und t6 provide for their Subfiſtence and 
before Cirift 729. Fingdom by the ſame way he| | Maintenance, to which end he revived the 
had 'gor it at firſt; for Hoſhea conſpired | |Laws of the Tenths and Firſt-fruts. 
againſt him and flew him, and ſucceeded And as this good King took pleaſure and 
in the Throne; but was ſcarce well ſcared delight in the Ways of GOD, and in pro- 
in it, when Salmanaſſar King of Aſfſyria| |curivg and eſtabliſhing the purity of his | 
came with an Army againſt him, and made | |Worſhip, ſorhe LORD alſo took delight 
his Kingdom Tributary. But as Hoſea was |x o\to Crown all his Enterprizes with Sacceſs, | 
deſigning to caſt off this Yoke, with the | jand ro reward his Piery with the Viftory | 
| [aſſiſtance of the King of Egypr,Salmanaſſar |that alway attended his Arms. He caſt off | 
{being informed thereof, came againſt him | ithe Tyrannical Yoke of choſe Kings , that | 
'with a great Army, and Jaid Siege to Sama- | had made his Predeceſſors their Tribura- | 
[7ia, which he rook art the end of 3 years; | |ries, and particularly that of the King of | 
and carried the Ten Tribes into his own | [Af/yria. He waged War againſt the Phili- * 
| Country, (that is, into Media and Aria) | flins, rook their chieteſt Cities, and made | 
from whence they were ſcattered through- | [them keep within their own Bounds. | 
| out all the Eaſtern parts of 4fia, without | | During the Reign of this Pious King | 
| eyer returning to their own Country. 20/Jived Iſaiah the Prophet , who was of the | 
| Thus ended the Kingdom of Iſrael, having Blood Royal, and very familiar with this | 
' continued 255 years after irs ſeparation  |g00dMing,God on ſeveral occaſions ſending | 
/from Judah. Whilſt the Kingdom of Iſrael him to be his Counſcllor and Comfortce. | 
| was thus haraſſed with a long Succetlion |This Holy Prophet always encouraged Heze- | 
' of wicked Kings, who by a ſeries of Mur- ikzah to put his Truſt more and more in 
| thers and Conſpiracies ſupplanted one ano- |thar GO Þ whom he worſhipped ; and As | 
[ther, the Kingdom of Judah had a breathing {it pleaſed GOD, for to prove Hezekiahs | 
| timeallowed it from the Miſeries it groand | |Faithfulnefs and the Uprightneſs of his | 
| under in the Reign of King Abaz; tor his | |Heart, by ſtirring-up very powertul and | 
| Amo Mund; 4225. good Son Hezekiah iuccecding 3% formidable Enemies againſt him fo this | 
| before brit 727- him, changed the whole Face | |holy Prophet was' always ready to comfort 
of Afﬀairs, and made Piety and Vertze to| and encourage him, that he might not be 
| take place, inſtead of that Impiety and Ido- terrified either by their Forces or Mc- | 
i latry which had oyerfpread che whole King- |naccs. | | 
dom. | | ' This was a wery ſenſible Inflance, how 
| The Sczpture gives him this Chara- | | happy that Prince #5, who lends an ear to, and | 
' ter, That neither before nor after him, was advifeth with holy and good Men; as 
there ever any King of Judah like him. He | |Ilaiah alſo without doubt thought himſelf | 
| pat his whole truft in the LORD, and cleaved| happy to live under the Government of ſo | 
ro bis Law, without turning from it tothe go, Religious a Prince. 
' rzght or 10 the left; he opened the Gates of | And it appeared by this remarkgble Ex- 
| the Houſe of GOD, which his Father had | ample, (as the Fathers obſcrve ) that when | 
' ſbut up, with deſign to aboliſh the true Wor- |Kiags truly fear God , they eaſily agree with | 
 ſhipofGOD. He commanded the Pricſts and | thoſe that are his true Servants, and are ready | 
' Levites 20 ſanfiifie themſelves, in order to the |to comply with whatſoever they declare to | 
purifying of that holy Place, which had been | them in the Name of the LORD ; accounting 
fo abominably prophand. He cut down all it a greater and more real Honour to 
Idolatrous Groves, and -broke the Brazen- | | reſpe bis Word in .his Miniſters, than 
Serpent which Moſes formerly had made by an to be honeured and. obeyed by all their Sub- 
expreſs Command fromGO Þ; but was ſince go Jets. | 


become an Objebt of their Sacrilegious Adora- | |________-— | 
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Sennacherib, 


The 
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GOD in Favour to' King Hezckiah, deftroys the Army of Serinacherib by an 


 Angel,ho n one Night &/ ['d an Hundred fourſcore and frve thouſand Men. 


10D being willng to prove the Faith- |_ 
fulneſs of King Hezekiah, ſtirred up 

Aw Mend: 3291, Againſt him Sennacherib the 
before Chrift 713: King of Af/yria,who provoked 
by Hezekiah's retuſing to pay the Tribate 
his predeceſſors were us'd to pay, ſent 
Rabjbakab to threaten him 1n the preſence 
of all the People, on purpoſe to diſcourage ; 
them, and make chem rebel againſt He- 
zekiahz accompanying his Threats wich [10 
Scoffing refle&tions upon his confidence in 
G 0 D, againſt che Forces of a Prince,whom 
no power hitherto had been able to 


reſiſt. 


deſtroyed other Nations ard their Larids, and 
caſt their Gods into the Fire, for they were nd | 
Gods, but the work of Mens hands, Wood | 
and Stone; therefore they have. deſtroyed them. 
Now therefore, O Lord our God, ſave thou | 
15 out of his Hand , that all the Kingdoms | 
of the Earth may know, that thou only art the | 
Lord God. g5-> | | 

The Prayers of this good King were not : 
without a ſignal Effect ; for when Senna- | 
cherib thought himſelt ſure of Hezekiah | 
and his Kingdom, G 0 D ſent the Jews an | 
inviſibleSuccour,which.yet produced molt ' 
viſible and ſenſible Effe&ts: For he gave | 


Hezekiah having been Ear-witneſs of 
cheſe proudThreats and Blaſphemies,which | 
reflected more upon G0 D than upon him-! 
ſelf, rent his Cloaths and covered himſelf 
with Sackcloth, and went into the Houſe of 
the LORD, from whence he fent to Iſaiah 
the Prophet, to acquaint him with what 
had hapned, entreating him to cry migh- | 
tily unto the LORD tor help in that time | 
of- diſtreſs. The Prophet in anſwer to his 
Requeſt, bad him not to be afraid of the 
proud Threats of Sennacherib,becauſe GOD | 
would fight for him; aſſuring him, Tha | 
the King of Afyriaſhould never enter the | 
City, but be forced to raiſe the Siege,and to 30 
return ſhametully into his own Coxntry by | 
the ſame way he came, and be Murther'd 
there; becauſe the LORD GOD had taken 
upon him to defend and fave the City of | 
Jeruſalem for his own Name ſake, and for 
his Servant Dazid's ſake. 

Hezekiah received this Anſwer from the | 
Prophet Iſaiah , as he was humbling, and 
pouring forth his Heart in . Prayer before | 
the LORD in his Temple: For having ho 
received a Blaſphemous Threatning Letter * - 
from the King of Afyria, he preſentedftc | 
before the LORD, and holding it in his | 
hands lifted up to Heaver,he ſaid; 0 Lord | 
God of Iſracl! which dwelleft between the 


 Cherubins, thox alone art the God of all the 
| Kingdoms of the Earth, for thou haſt made | 
| Heaven and Earth. Lord, bow down thine | 
| Ear and hear , open thine Eyes and ſee , and | 


bear the Words of Sennacherib, which he hath $0 


| ſent to reproach the Living God. True it is, | 
'O Lord, that the Kings of Aſlyria have | 


SY 
0) 


Commitſſontoan Arge/,who in one Night | 
'kill'd 185000 Mer in the Camp of Serna- 
cherib ; whorifing berimes 1n the Morning | 
_ extremely altoniſhed and ſurprized, to | 
find the whole Camp little elſe but a heap | 
of -dead Bodies. Thus with ſhame and con: | 
fuſion was he fain to hurry away to Nint- 
web, where neither he was ſafe; for as he | 
was Worſhipping 1a the Houſe of his God, 
he was kilicd by two of Iis Sons, who 
\cfcaped into Armenia. 2 | 
| This was the end of Sennacherib, who 
being a Prince chat lifted up himſelf above * 
GOU, and diſhonour'd him with his Blaſ- 
phemies, {crycd art laſt only to bea dreadful | 
Inſtance of his Omniporence and Severity | 
againſt ſuch proud and obſtinate Sinners. | 
G0 D oppoſed againſt all the vaſt Army of | 
this Proud King no more than one ſingle | 
Angel, who (as S. Hierom obferyes) would | 
notinyolve him in the ſame Slaughter with | 
his Subjefs, as Pharaoh was , but ſuffercd 
him tocſcape his Hand, chat he might fall 
by thoſe of his Sons. | 
_ GOD by this Hiſtory would teach the 
Kings of the Earth, That when they Rebel, 
and declare themſelves Enemies to him, | 
from whom they receive cheir Being, and | 
whatſoever elſe that makes them Great 
and Fcared among(t Mer, he ſometimes 
permits them to find ſuch Monfters amohgtt | 
their -own Children, who renouncing all 
Natural AﬀeAron 5 are not atraid by a detes | 
ſtable Parricide, to deprive them of their. 
Life and Crown, to whom they themſelves | 
were beholding for both. 
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HEZEKIAH RESTORED TO HEALTH. 
Kino Hezckjah being Sick 20 Depth, ts refored 6 Health, padhas r5 Years added 20 bis Life, | 


1 Y DT long after that Hezekiah was| |own Children and Poſterity ſhould beEunuchs 
- WN thus miraculouſly delivered from| [in the: Palece of the King of Bahylor. 
Biker 7k tee Senachertds Army, \he feſt fick! |Which-Prophecy was afterwards verificd in 
70zas. Of a Mortal iſecke: GOD, it} |theChidren of the Blood Royal of Fudah, 
ſeems, was reſolved to try this pious Kirg| |who were carried away Captives by Neby- 
all manner of ways, thereby to raiſe Heze-| |chadnezzar. Manaſſeh, the Son of Hezg- | 
kiab's Faith, and to diſplay his own Power] |[4/ah,who was bur x 2 years of Age, when he | 
and Glory. Accordingly, after that He-| |bcgan ro Reign, was himſelf carried Cap- 
zekiah had carneſtly beſought the LORD,| - | tive to- Babylon , becauſe of his Impiety, 
GOD ſent Iſaiah the Prophet ( who had|xa whercin he exceeded all the Kings thar 
before declared the Sentence of Death tro| | went before him. He ſet up again what- 
him) to aſſure him, that the LORD had} [ever his Father had deſtroyed , and pull'd 
heard his Prayer,and retra&ted the Sentence} | down whatever he had ſet up. He caus'd 
| of Death; thar his Recovery ſhould be ſo} '| the Prepher Tſaiah to be kill'd , without 
ſudden, that within three Days he ſhould} |reſpeEting his Holineſs, his high Quality, 
| þe in a condition to go to the Temple of| | being Prince of the Blood, or his great Ape, 
the LORD, and moreover that 15 years| | | being above an hundred years old,and outs 
ſhould be added to the years of his Life. |did (as GOD witneſſeth of him by his Pro 
And to convince Hezekiah of the truth of| |phers) all the Abominations of the Amorites, 
{ what he had declared co him in the Name|29| whom GOD had driven out of the hotyLand 
of the LORD, he wrought a famous Miracle,, | Wherefore alſo GOD raiſed up againſt 
by making the ſhadow of the Sur torcturn| {him the King of Afyria, who took him 
backward tenDegrees upon theDaal of Aha. Captive, and bound him with Chains, and 
So many Miracles wrought in favour; |\carricd him to Babylon. This ſad condition, | 
of Hezekiah,did nor meet wich the anſwer-| | ro which by the juſt Judgment of GOD he 
able EfteRs that might be expected from| {| was reduced, made him enter into himſelf, 
them; and he made it appear, when he! jand Eying G0D, who fo juſtly chaſtized 
| was reſtorcd to health, that it is ſome-| |him, he beg'd for Pardon and Mercy with all 
' times advantagious for Good Mer to die of| |his Heart, and gave full eyidence of a true 
| their Sickneſs. GOD, to make the Pride;3% and ſincere Repentance. 
_ | that had infinuated it felf into Hezekzah's| | Theſe deep and hearty Humiliations of 
' | Heart to appear abroad , ſuffered the Am-| |this Captive Prince,joyned with moſt ardenc 
boſſadors of the King of Babylon to come to| | Prayers, moved GOD to have pity on him;| 
| him withrich Preſents, to congratulate his] |and delivering him from his Captivity in 
Recovery, and to enquire about the Miracle; | Babylon, he re{tored him to his Subjes,and| 
wrought in his behalt. | {eſtabliſhed him in his Throze, where now 
Hezekiab pleaſing himſelf with the! {his care was to ſerve the LORD, and to! 
Honour done to him by that great KFizg,| {{hew himſelf thankful for.the great Mercy 
ſhewed his Ambaſ/adors all his Riches, Fewels| |and Loving-kindneſs he had been pleaſed to 
| and Treaſwy, and all that was great and olſhew unto hin. Neither was he content 
| magnificent in all his Kingdom, with all his; iwith ſerving the'L ORD himſelf, but he 
| ſtores of Arms and Ammunition. G 0 D,who| |commanded all his Subjefs to ſerve the! 
had diſcovercd this Wound hid in the bot-|. |Lord God of Iſrael,and to worſhip him alone. | 
-rom of the Hings Heart, ſent Iſaiah the! Thus (faith the Scripture) Manaſſch knew 
| Prophet to enquire of him, who thoſe Mex | |that the LORD he was GOD; and indeed, 
were that were come to viſit him, and} jevery one who reads theſe wondertul 
what their: Buſineſs was ? To which he| {Events cannot but own the ſame. And it is 
anſwered, Thatthey were Ambaſſadors ſent | [hard ro determine where we ought to fix 
co him from he King of Babylon, and that | [our Admiration moſt, whether an the Omni- 
he had ſhewed them all the Treaſures of his + potence of GO D, who abſolutely difpoſes' 
Palace and Kingdom , without hiding any | [of Mer, or on his Fuftice , which does not: 
' thing from them. E.-j1 | ſpare Kings; oron his Mercy, which.conde-! 
: | Whereuponlſaiah declared co himin the | |{cends to be entreated by fo great a Crimi- 
/Nameof GOD, That all the Treaſures that | 'nal, and reſtores a Prince to his Throne, who! 
| he had ſhewed to the BabylonianAmbaſſadors, | had ſo utragiouſly contemn'd his Laws, and| 
ſhould be carried to Babylon, and that his | |profan'd his Temple. THE 
| | 
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all his Predeceſſors..: * 


yp - —_— m—_— 


*- Amon Reigned 1n his ſtead; who 1mi- 
Mend 3361. Cared Dis Father in his Crimes 
vefire Chriſt 643 and Sins, but not 1n his true 
and fintere Repentance ; wherefore GOD 
having kfc him co himſclt,his own Servants 
 conſpir'd againft him and 4///d him, after 
' a ſhort Reign, that laſted only ewo years. 

The People having 4i1/'d the Murtherers of 
| Amon, placed his Son Foſtah on the Throne, 

| who was not above 8 years of Age when 

| the Crown was {ct on his Head. 

Tins Fofbah was a Prince of moſt rare 
| eminent Pzery, of which he gavecxtraordi- 
| nary Inſtances from his yery Touth,and con- 
| rinued thercin ro the end of his Life. He 
| deſtroyed all the Alrars of Baal, and brake 
' in pieces all his Images,and burnt the Bones 

| of his Prophers upon the Altars dedicated 


' to that Idef, according to the Word GOUD|20 


| had ſpoken by his Prophet to Feroboam 350 
| years before. Thus he purified and cleanſed 
' not- only Feraſalem and Fudah, but alſo | 
| extended his Zeal to a great part of Iſrael, 
| deſtroying and cutting down the Images 
' and Groves, that he found in the Tribes of | 
| Manaſſeh, Ephraim, Simeon, and Napthali, | 
| Whilt chis. good King was employed in' 
| theſe Works fo worthy of a King, and 


[ar 


O 


' Repairing of the Temple, which in his 39 


| Fathers and Grandfathers time had been fo} 
' highly abus'd and profaned , Hilkiah che | 
| High Prieſt found the Book of the Law of | 
| Moſes in the Temple of the LORD, and} 
brought it co King Foſtah,who when he had 
read therein the dreadful Threatnings pro- | 
| nounced againſt 'thoſe who did diſobey | 
' that Law, he rent his Cloaths in confidera- | 
' tion of the heavy Curſe of GOD, which the 
| Wickedneſs of his Fore- Fathers had drawn 
| down upon the Land. And fent Hilkiah 
| the High- Prieſt, with ethers of his Chief 
| Minifters, to cnquirethe Mind of GOD in 
this matter of Hz/dah the Propheteſs ; who | 
(ſent them back with this Anſwer to: the 
| King, Thar all the Judgments pronounced | 
| by GOD in his Law, ſhould certainly come 
' upon Judah; but however , that GOD | 
' would do him the Favour, to let him die in 
\Peace, becauſe his Heart was tender, and 
did humble himſelf before GOD, when he 
heard the Words pronounced againſt Feru- 
ſalem and* che Temple of the LORD, and 


\ 


| 


_— 


O 


O 


oaths,and trembling and weepiti been 
the LORD, that therefore the LORD had. 


heard him, and would delay che pouring 
forth of his Vengeance upon the AerSoer. 
of his Lap, till he was laid in his Grave, 
that he might not ſec the Evil that was to 
come upon F«dah. 

Foſiah having recaiv'd this Anſwer , 
aſſembled all the People in the Tempe , 
read to them the Book of the Law; and 
engaged himſelf and all che People in a 
ſolemn Covenant before the LORD to 


Statutes, with all their Heart and Soul. 
This Covenant he had engaged his People in, 
rogether with his powerful Exhortcations 


{andedifying Example, had the good effect 


to keep all his Swbjefs faithful ro GOD 
unti] his Death , which was caufed by a 
Wound he received 1n a Battle againſt Pha» 
rach-Necho King of Epypt. 

God wade hafle (faith S. Ambroſe) to take 
this good King out of theW orld,to deliver him 
from thoſe Evils be was going to ſhow'r down 


\zpon the Earth ; and being unwilling to ſur- 


vive the Glory he had ſo juſtly acquired , by 


lthe Zeal he evidenced beyond any King before 


him, in celebrating the Feaſt of the Paſsover, 
with preater Solemnity and Piety than ever it 
had been celebrated before. 

The Example of this King ought to teach 
all Princes to make it their Principal Care, to 
inform themſelves in the Law of GOD, becauſe 
we find the Spirit of GOD inthe Scripture, 
attributing all the Happineſs and Succeſs of 
olitah, to that humble Fear and trembling 
wherewith he heard the denunciations of God's 
Wrath againſt the RebelliousViolaters of his 
Ordinances, ſet down in the Book of the 
Law,which was wonderfully found in the Lords 


Princes who would be happy with Joliah, muſt 
read the Scripture as he did; that is, with a 


ull purpoſe not only to obſerve the ſame them- 
etves, but to make it to be obſerved by all their 
Subjects : For they ought to conſider , that it 
would be unjuſt and unreaſonable for them to 


lexpett that their Subjects ſbould ſo religiouſly 


obſerve their Commands , when they at the 
fame time give little or no heed to the Com- 
mands and Ordinances of the King of Kings, 


ard Lord of Lords. THE 


7 the Inhabitants of Jadah, Tendy 19 his 
C/ 


keep his Commandments, Teſtimonies and 


Houſe, inthis good Kings Reign. Brut thoſe | 
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2 Kings XXV. 


THE STEGE OF JERUSALEM. 


[Ncbuchadnezzar Befieger [eruſalern, and-T, as it, and carries away with him to Babylon, 
| all the Riches and Inhabitants of that City. oy 


| OOBEITEL om 


Ing Fofrah dying lamented of all, 
{3% 7ehoahaz his youngeſt Son was 
ws nd; 3394. Placed in the Throne by the 
betore Chriſt 619. People ; but Pharaoh - Necho 
King of Egypt came to Jeruſalem,and depo- 
ſing him, carried him bound in Chains to 
Egypt, and having impoſed a great Tribute 
upon the Land,he made his Brother Eliakim 
King in his ſtead, giving him the name of 


ings GOD gave them from time to time 
by the Mouth of his holy Prophets, yea, as 
the Scripture witneſſes, they mocked the 


<= 


Meſſengers of G 0 D, deſpiſed his Word, and 


abuſed his Prophets, until the Wrath of the | 


LORD aroſe againſt his People withour | 
remedy. " | 

Wherefore in the 9th year of this Kings 
Reign, Nebuchadnezzar came with his Army | 


Fehojakim. 10 again(t Zerſalem, and after a Siege, which 
This Prince Reigned 12 years; in which| | laſted ewo whole years, and reduced the| 
time there lived many great Prophets, and| |City to a dreadful Famine. Having at laſt |* 
{yer notwithſtanding all their Exhortations| |made a great breach in the ,,,,,, | 
and Denunciations, he fell into all manner Wall, he centred the Czty in the vevre cbr 835. 
of Crimes and Enormities. When ſome of| | Night. The Fewshereupon ſeized with a 
his Officers had ſhewed him the Prophecy of| |rerrible Conſternation, cndeayourcd to get; 
Feremiah, wherein were defcribed the Fadg-| | away, and make their eſcape, and Zedekiah 
ments that were to come upon him and| | himſelf fled through a ſecret Gare ; bur | 
all Zzdea, he cut it in pieces with a Penknife,| | Nebuchadnezzar having ſent ſome topurſue | 
and caſt it into the Fire. Bur G 0 Dcom- 12% him, they overtook him near Fericho, and: 
manded the Prophet to write down thoſe] |brought him before the King of Babylon, | 
Denunciations in another YVelume, and to! |who by a cruel order executed the Sentence. 
add to them many others. | [GOD had 1n his juſt Judgment allotted to 
It was in the 4tþ year of his Reign that| | that Prince : He cauſed his two Sops to be 
Nebuchadnezzar came to beſicge Jeruſalem,| | kill'd in his preſence, and after this terrible 
and took this unhappy King, and put him} |Spectacle, he cauſed his Eyes to be purour, | 
'in Chains to carry him to Baby/5n; and| and loading him with Chains, carried him 
from hence we arcto beginthe Account of| |to Babylon: | 
|the 70 years of the Captivity ; tho indeed == Nebuchadnezzar atterwards ſent Nebuza- | 
| Nebuchadnezzar releaſed him afterwards, 3? radar the Captain of his Gzard , to bring | 
| contenting himſelf to make him 7ributary. |along with him the reſt of the People, and | _ 
' But when at the end of Three years he; |to ſcize all the Riches remaining in the] 
| Rebelled againſt Nebuchadnezzar, the Chal-| |Land, with orders alfo to burn the Temple | 
' deans came againſt him and ſlew him, not} |and the Kings Palace, and all other Princely | 
ſo much as aftording him a Graze. | | Houſes,and to caſt down the Walls of Feru- | 


| 
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' After him ſucceeded Fehojachin his Son, 
:who following the wicked Steps of his 
Father, Nebuchadnezzar came and took him| 


' Captive, and carried him with his Wives 


: 


ſalem, leaving only a tew poor Peoplein the | 


Country , that might take care to Till the 
Ground, and dreſs the Vineyards. At the ſame | 


time alſo Nebuzaradan took the High- Prieſt 


| and Children, and all the Grandees of his/49| Serajah, and Zephaniah the ſecond Prieft, 


| Cort, with ten Thouſand of the Inhabitants [and ſeveral others of the Kings greateſt Offi- | 


| of Feruſalem, to Babylon. And at the ſame 
| time he rook along with him all the Trea- 
fares of the Temple, and of the Kings Houſe,' 
| and all the Veſels of Gold which Solomon had! 
' made, and placed Zedekjah his Uncle on 
' the Throne. | 
| This Zedekab (without reſpecting Fere-| 
miah, who ſpake to him in the Name of, 


Wickedneſs and Impiety ; and his Szbjefs| 
following his Example, gave up themſclyes; 
co all manner of Licentiouſneſs, commuting | 
all the Abominations of theHeathens round 
about them, without regarding the Warn- 


| 
| 
| 


| 
' 


\ 
' 
' 
. & 
' 
” * 
d 


| 


cers and Miniſters of State, and 60 of the | 
'chief Inhabitants of the City Jeruſalem, and |: 


: 
| 


brought them to» the King of Babylon at 
Riblab, who put them all ro Death. - | 

This was the miſerable condition to. 
which Jeruſalem was reduc'd , for the Sins | 


'of 1ts Kings and People; which the Prophet 


| Feremiah 1cts forth 1n ſo lively a manner, | 
GOD) lived in a continual courſe of|5o/that a Man had need to have a Heart as ' 
hard asa Rock, not to be moved with it :: 
| For it 18 a good and holy thing to be afflifed for | 
ithe ſevere Chaſtiſements of Sinners, if at the 
ſame time we have anutter abhorrence for their 
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_ Jehozach 


Evilmeroaach M7 of Babylon, after the 
1achin, 7zot only giving rty, 


en ont of P2iſon, 
Death of 
ut treating him with the Honour due to a King. 


buchadnezzar, /bews kindneſs to Jeho- 


i ib Kingdom of Judah: being thus | 
q | 


| dren of Men, had long 


eſtroyed by the Babylonians, the 
Aw Mardi 3411 Jes Continucd In this Cap- 
before Chrift 587. tivity 70 Years, according, as 
ic had: been forctold by the Prophets. 
GOD, who never _— afflicts the Chil- 

fore threatned his 
People with this hard condition of Bondage, 
tothe end they might avoid it by hearcy 


often of this ſtate, and ventur'd to expoſe 
himſelf ro the Perſecutions of the Great 
men of the Court, rather than to withhold 
from his Brethren,what might be of ſo great 
aſe tro them. He at the ſame time alſo 
admontſhed them, not io imitate the ways 
and manners of the People by whom they 
ſhould be carried away Captive , but to 
continue firm in the true Worſhip of G0D, 
they had received from their Fathers. 
Neither was he wanting to comfort them 
under this Afﬀticttion, by aſſuring them, 
That GOD would undoubtedly deliver 
them from their Captivity, at the time he 
had declared by his Prophers. 


in the eyes of Nebuzaradan, General of 


ticular Orders for. his Preſervation and 
Maintenance, tho he was at liberty to go 
to Babylon, and live there in peace, choſe 
rather to ſtay in Fzdea, to be a comforc 
and ſtay. to thoſe few of his Ccuntry-men 
that were left there. He gave very. good 
Advice to Gedaliah, whom Nebychadnezzar 
had conſtituted Governovr over the Fews 
that he left in the Land : But Geda/iah not 
regarding what was told him concerning 
Iſhnael's Conſpiracy, was ſoon after kill d 
by that Rebel ar Mizpab, together with all 
thoſe that were with him. _ 

The reſt of the Fews that were 1n Fudea, 
apprehending theAnger of the King of Ba- 
bylon,tor the Murther of Gedaliah, whom he 
himſelf had placed over them, refolved to 
ſecure themſelves by flecing into Egypt. 
Jeremiah oppos'd himſelf againit chis their 


_ [notwithſtanding theſe Remonſtrances of 


delign, aſſuring them that no evil ſhould 
| happen to them by ſtaying in Fadea, bur 
that they ſhould certainly periſh and be 
deſtroyed, if they went to Egypt; but they 


Feremiab , continuing obſtinate in their 


; 


Thus Holy Prophet having found Favour | 


Repentance, and reforming of their Lives. Þ© 
Jeremiah the Prophet had warned them very | 


King Nebuchadnezzar, who had given par- $0 Reign of Zedekjah their Jaſt King, our of 


il 


20 alleviate their Affliction. For ; 


tah, and Baruch his Diſciple, finding that 
they could not diſlwade them from their 
purpoſe, choſe rather co accompany them 
_ than wholly to torfake them: And 
being arrived there, they declared to the 
'Zews, Thar the King of Babylon ſhould | 
conquer and deſtroy Egypr, as he had done | 
\7udea. | 
Whilſt this People , formerly ſo highly | 
fayourcd of G 0D, ſuffered ſo many Miſc- | 
ries 1n three ſeveral Kingdoms, viz. in that of : 
Babylon, Egypt and Judea, without being | 
ſupported with any other comfort, bur the | 
hopes of being deliver'd from this their | 
Servitude at che end of 70 years,according | 
to the Word of G 0 D, declared by his Pro- | 
pbets, there hapned an Event in Babylon, 
wich did ſomewhat comfort them and 


pk, an of going down to Egypt, Jere- 


{ 
' 


: 


; 
' 


Anno Mandi 3442. | 


Nebuchadnezzar, whom GOD 
had made uſe of, as a Rod to chaſtize 
others, 'bcing at laſt obliged rs ſubmir ro | 
Death himfelf , his Son Evilmeredach ſuc-. : 
ceeded him, who ſoon. after his coming to. | 
the Crown,ſent for Fehojachin King of Fudab, 

whom Nebuchadnezzar had formerly carri-- 
cd away Captive to Babylon, before the 


i 
| 


Priſon, and ſer I1m at full Liberty. 

Thus this Prince, after he had been a. 
Priſoner 37 ycars, was at laſt ſer at Liberty 
by the Clemency of this King; And(asthe | 
Scripture expreſlcth it )be ſpake kindly to him, 
and ſet his Throne above the Throne of the 
Kings that were with him in Babylon, and 
changed bis Priſon-Garments, and made him 
eat Bread continually at the Kings Table all 


o the days of bis Life, and ſetled an Allowance t-. 


upon him, to maintain him in a condition ſuit- 
ableto|bis Royal ny- Thus was this 
King tranſported from the extremity of 
Miſery and Bondage, to a ſtate of Glory 
and Happineſs, which made him remems- | 
ber the Royal ſtate he enjoy d betore, and | 
gave him occaſion to adore the Divine | 
Providence, with reſpeCt to Princes, whom | 
'he humbles and caſts down, and raiſcs | 


> o;them agaia when it pleaſerh him, and who | 


ſers bounds and limits ro their Proſperity ' 
and Glory, as well as to their Suffcrings | 
and Adyerſines, according as they are the | 
objects of his Fztice and Wrath, or of his | 
Mercy and Favour. V'e:- | TRE: 
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Of the Firſt Book of the CHRONICLES. | 


_ 
os 


His and the following "YM are jo Frey F ——__ PIER us Writing if the fncieu 
by the Jews, and make but one their Prophets, appears evidently from the Clauſe 
zo Hebrew Tile x, The Words of Days 5 |wemeet with ſo often in ow. that the reff of 
and according 10 the Septuagint, PAR A- -at Actions or Events are written in the 
LI POMENA; but the Vulpgar Latin, {Book of Gad, of Iddo, of Ifaiah, &c. ths: 
| and: Modern Tranſlations, call them, The) {it ſeem alſo very probable, that fome of theſe 
Books of Chronicles. The Jews call theſe] Books fo quoted, be no other than the Books | 
' Books, The Words of Days; that is, of 'of Samet and of Kings, as having been 
| Times ; becauſe they contain the memorable: ſucceſforh continued , and carried 01 from 
Things, which from time to time hapned in 10time to time by divers Prophets. | 
| the Churchof GOD, as well as in the Land | As for what concerns this firſt Book, its 
| and Cities of rac]. The Greek Tranſla- Nine firſt Chapters contain the Genealo- 
| rors give them the Name of Paralipomena ; |gics of many Ancient Fathers , from Adam | 
| that is 10 ſay, Things omitted or forgot; | |zo Abraham ; and efierwards. thoſe of the | 
becauſe i in them are recorded ſeveral Special- Deſcendents of Abraham, which from 
| ries, which had been omitted and leſt out in Jacob were divided into ſeveral Tribes and | 
 ſeme of the foregoing Books of Holy Writ, Branches; which Genealogies are not to be | 
' | which the Spirit of GOD ſince that, thought found i in any of the foregoing Books, in the 
fit ſhould be ſet down in Writing, for the ſame exatineſs and perfeflion, as we find 
' Information of the Church. But we call 20\them ſet down here. After the ſetting down of 
| them the Books of the Chronicles, in imji- theſe Genealogics, we meet with an account | 
' zation of the Latin and other Tranſlations, \ lof the Reign and Lite of King David, and. 
| whichWord imports as much aa Deſcription |how before his Death , by a particular Inſpi-/ 
\ | or an Account of Times ; becauſe therein ration of the Holy Ghoſt , he laid down an 
j- - | | are couched, many memorable things, which {excellent Order for the future Government | 
|. | ' bapned in times paſl, in the Church and' of Church and State amongſt the People 
Commonwealth of the Jews.. of GOD; as alſo the vaſt Preparatives and 
'Tis nct certainly known who was the Com- Þ abundant Proviſion he made for the Stru- | 
| poſer of theſe Books ; only it was commonly GAure of the Temple , which Solomon his 
 fuppoſed, that Eldras himſelf was the hthor 30/ oiSon was to build in the City Jeruſalem, to 
| of them, who by the Inſpiration and Guidance the honour, and for the pure Worſhip and 
of the Holy Spirit, Pen'd them, and reduced Service of che LOR D, the Alone and Great | 
the Particulars therein contained into the, GOD of lIirac]. 
| Method wherein we now ſee them, in order | Inſomuch that this firſt Book of the Chro- 
ts traxſmit them to the Church in all after. nicles ( which treats of Matters from the | 
, Ages 3 making uſe 10 this purpoſe not only of Beginning of 'the World to the Reign of | 
; the Five Books of Moſes, and of the ancient 5x om, contains a ſhort account of T hings | 
\pablick Regiltcrs ard Records , which the hapned within the term of 2985 Tcars, or | 
6 Prieſts had in their keeping ; but alb of the  \thereabouts. | 
| Books and Hiſtorics of many Prophets, ,, | In this Book alſo is ſummarily ſet down 
bis Predeceſſors, who bad ſet down in Wri- f "he Beginning of the Church of G0 D, and 
'ting, and deduced at large the ſeveral \how jhe was maaintain'd and preſerved after 
Events and Paſſages of their Tiracs , tho it the Dcluge in the Houſe and Poſterity of 
| ay be not all of them, with deſign to \ make a Sem, and afterwards in that of "1 Mil 
Þart of the perpetual and unalterable Canon and his Poſtcrity, from Jacob until David, 
'of the Church ; whence it is, that thoſe \of wheſe Seed JESUS CHRIST ns 
Writings never "reached owr Times. That |ro be Born, according to what had been fore-/ 
which we here afſert, That theſe Books 5 were |  yold and promiſed to himby GOD. __ 7 
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Of the Sccand Book of the CHRONIC 


| 


| the Hiſtory of the People of GOD, 
\and of their Kings from the Death of Da- 
'vid, which concludes the foregoing Book , 
| artil the Captivity of Babylon. And tho 


| N this Book is carried on and continued, | 


| mention be made herein of the Kings of| © 


Ifracl, particularly ſo called fince the Sepa-| 
ration of the Ten Tribes from Judah , and 
their Revolt from the Family of David; yet 
| Efdras, whos taken for the Author of theſe 
 |Books, doth principally relate the Hiſtory of 
[the Kings of Judah , to which he ſeems to. 
have been engaged by ſeveral Reaſons : For | 
' befides that Judah always retained in ſome 
degree , the found Doctrine and Purity of 
Divine Worſhip, from which the Ten Tribes 
were ſo far Apoltatizd, that GO D ſuffered 
them at laft to be carried Captives out of | 


| their own Country by Salmanaſlar , without 


I 


vo 


| any hope of Return ; ſo that the Tribe of |, 


[Judah- only then remained the People of | 
'GOD, whoſe Hiftory Eſdras only deſign'd to | 
ſet down. Beſides , foraſmuch as the Pro-| 
' miſed Mcſlah was to be Born according to 
the Fleſh , not only of the Tribe of Judah, 
' but in particular of the Poſterity and Houle | 
'of David ; therefore Eſdras thought fit to 
fet down the Hiſtory and Genealogy of his | 
| Anceſtors, deducing it to his very Perſon, | 


in order to make it more viſibly appear, that 3 Fa 


' the Promuſes of GOD are true. | 
| Therefore as the former Book gave us a; 
view of many Particulars concerning the 
Reign of David; fo this begins with the 
'Reign of Solomon his Son, who ſucceeded 
'bim in the Throne. He was a Prince 
favourd by GOD with preat Wiſdom, 
which he bad requeſted of him ; beſides which,” 
GOD was pleaſed to confer upon. hinr vaſt 
'Riches, which he employd in Building 
'of the Tepaple and other of . his Royai 
Structures, and great Honour , 'being 
| Admird and Reverd by all the Kings 
about him. Notwithſtanding, becauſe of his 
'Sins his Kingdom was divided, ſoon after 
'his Son Rehoboam came to poſſeſs the 
Crown'; for the Ten Tribes ſeparating 
themſelces from Judah , made Jeroboam 
their King. 


—- <a 


4.0 


' From Rehoboam there deſcended in 4\ 


maintained and reflored the Truc Worſhip 
of GOD; as Aſa, Jehoſhaphar, Joaſh, Ama-| 
ziah, Uzziah, Jotham, Hezekiah, Joſiah, | 
tho amongſt theſe alſo there was a great diffe- | 
rence with reſpefi to the fervour of their 
Zeal and ſincere Godlineſs. Tea, ſome of | 
theſe Kings by a ſlackning of their Zeal 
turned from Good to Evil, as Joaſh and Ama- | 
ziahz and ſome others (as Manaſlch) repented | 
of the Evils they had committed and became | 
Good. | | 
In the mean time, the LORD mas not 
wanting to invite and ſollicite them to repent | 
and amend their Lives, as well the Kings | 
a5 the People of the Jews, making uſe to that | 
end of the Miniſtry of the Prophets, who | 


| 


ſome) this Book contains the Hiſtory of | 


[account no more than 484, and from the | 
Creation of the World to the Return of that | 
Captivity 3468 years. Ef 


during all this time followed one another in | 


conſiderable numbers from Elijah and Eliſha, | 
until Ezekiel and Daniel; yet becauſe they | 
were not minded by the greater part, but rather | 
mocked, abuſed and perſecuted by them, | 
GOD permitted at laft the Kingdom of ! 
Judah 70 be conguer'd and poſſeſt by Nebu- 
chadnezzar King of Babylon, who carried 
the Jews Captives into his own Country, | 
where they continued Seventy years, until | 
Cyrus (under whom the Monarchy was | 
tranſported from the Chaldeans to the Per- | 
{1ans) gave them leave to Return to their own | 
Country ; an Account whereof we find in the | 
two following Books of Ezra and Nehe- | : 
_ ==— | Tt 

So that (according to the Calculation of | 


4.24 years, to which if we add the 7o years | 
of the Captivity of Babylon, we /ball find | 
the Account of 4.94 years from the beginning | 
of the Reign of Solomon to the firlt year of | 
the Reign of Cyras King of Perſia ; tho ſome 
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of. the Book of E Z R A. 


I has pleaſed the Spirit of GOD to con- 
clude the fore- going Book, being the 
Second of the Chronicles, with the very ſame 
Words that begin this Book, to ſhew us the 
ſequel and continuation of the Hiſtory of the 
Churchof GOD; wherein is repreſented to 
us (by the Pen and Miniſtry of Ezra, Pricſt 
|and Scribe) how the LORD, according to his 
{Pronuſe , after 70 years, did miraculouſly 
{deliver his People from the Captivity of 
Babylon, by means of Cyrus ( called in 
Hebrew, Cores) King of Perſia, who having 
made himſelf Maſter of the Empire of Aſſyria 
and Babylon, did (by Divine Inſpiration) grant 
unto the Jews liberty and permiſſion to return 
| to their own Country, and to rebuild the 
Temple @t Jeruſalem, affording them to that 
purpoſe all manner of Favour and Aſſiſtante, 
and gratifying them with many rich and pre- 
cious Prelents in order thereto. 

| IWhereupon a conſiderable number of Jews, 
| zunder the Command and Conduft of Zeroba- 
| bel, and Joſhua the High Prieſt, returned to 
Judea, rebuilt the Altar of the LORD, burnt 
| Sacrifices wppn it , celebrated the Feaſt of 
|Tabernacles, and laid the Foundations of the 
[Temple, in order to the Rebuilding of it : 
| But n6t being in a condition at that time to 


(©; 


Ln 


20 


carry 0n the work and finiſh it, becauſe ſome of 
| their Enemies ( by their Intereſt at Court ) 
| effefted ſo much , that the Building of the 
| Temple was pur by and bindered all the 
following Tears of Cyrus, Ahaſuerus, and 
Artaxerxcs ({ in the Hebrew called Artha- 
ſaſtha) until the Second year of Darius; at 
which time the Jews being excited and encou- 
raped by the Prophets, Haggai and Z:cha- 
riah, they began vigorouſly to apply themſelves 
again to continue the Building ; and being 
protefled by an expreſs and favourable Edict 
made in their behalf, procured for them by the 
Kings Lord Lieutenant, they at laft happily 
finijbed the Work, Dedicated the Temple, 
and performed their exerciſes of Piety and 
Divine Worlhip theretn. 


#0 


"[Ezra, wpon his arrival at Jeruſalem, with a 


| Some time after this, when the Jews fell to 
a remiſneſs and negle of the Worſhip of 
GOD, Ezra the Pricſt, by a ſpecial Diſpen- 
ſation of the Divine Providence, was (at his 
Requeſt ) ſent by Artaxerxes , in the Seventh 
year of his Reign, with a conſiderable number 
of his Country-men, to Jeruſalem , being 
liberally aſſiſted by Order of the King, with 
whatſoever was requiſite or needful for his 
Journey, with intention to ſettle and regulate 
all things according to the Law , and Divine 
'Ordinances preſcribed by GO D. All which 


[great Zeal moſt punfually and faithfully per- 
formed : Wherefore there is good reaſon why 
this Book is called by his Name , as being not 
only the Pen-man of it ;, but becauſe it , in a 
manner , wholly treats of what he performed 
for the Glory of GOD, and the good of his 
Country. 

As to the Calculation of Time,the Learned 
Chronologiſts do not altogether agree about 
it, becauſe the Kings and the Years of the 
Perſian Monarchy, are not computed by all 
after the ſame manner, the Learned differing 
in their Opinions about the Four Perſian 
Monarchs that followed after Cyrus ; to wit, 
Ahafucrus and Artaxerxes the Firſt, during 
whoſe Reign the Building of the Temple 
'was put by and hindred ; Darius,under whon 
the Temple was finiſhed, and Artaxerxes the 
Second, who firſt ſent Ezra 10 ſettle and order 
all things according to the Divine Law ; and 
afterwards Nehemiah, to rebuild the Walls, 
Gates, and whole City of Jeruſalem. How- 
ever, thus much 3s certain and without diſpute, 
that all theſe things hapned under the Monar- 
chy of the Perſtans,which began with Cyrus; | 
and that this Hiſtory begins with the Firſt 
year of his Reign in Babylon z and is con- 
tinued to the Seventh year of Artaxerxes the 
Second, or a little farther, as the following 
Hiſtory of Nehemiah begins with the Twen> 
ticth year of the ſame King. 
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King CY RUS's Proclamation for Re-building the TEMPLE. 


RD — 


Cyrus 


" Babylonyo Return to their ov, Country under the Conduit of Zorobabel, 


" and afterward 


thither to 


regulate Matters 


eli 10N. x 


HE Wrath of G 0 D againlt the 
Jews being at length appeaſed, and 
A Mundi 3468, DE 79 years of their Caprivity 
beore Chrift 538 being paſt and gone, thar he 


mer Eſtabliſhment, by Cyrus , he to char 
end made'him Emperour of the Eaft, and 
raiſed him to the Throne of the MKings of 
Babylon. This Prince (to comporc with 
the Propheſies concerning him ) granted 
leave to the Jews to return to their own 
Country, to rebuild their Temple and City, 
and beſtowed upon them all the Veſe!s the 


| Kings of Babylon had taken away. Accord- | 


' 1nely the Fews took their Journey to Feru- 
| falem to the number of 42000, under the 
| Conduct of Zorobabel, bclides their Slaves, 
| which amounted to above 7000 more. 

| After ſome time ſpent 1n ferling them- 
_ | ſelves there, in the ſeventh Month they 
aſſembled. chemſelves at Jeruſalem , where 
| they began to build an A/rar, and to offer 
| Burnt Offerings unto the LORD, and the 
'next year began to lay the Foundations of 
the Temple, which was performed with 
 oceat Solemnity. Upon this occalion the 
generality of the People ſhouted for Foy ; 
bur the Ancient Men amongit them, who 


' had feen the former Temple ( built by 


' Solomon) wept-aloud, to ce 1t fo hitile cor- 
| reſponding with the Magnificence of that 
' Strufkure. 

| But ſomeof the Neighbours of the Zews 
| were much difſpleaſed to ſee themReturned 
to Feruſalem, and carrying on the Building 
of the City and Temple with ſo much ſuc- 


cc; and ar length (by fſlandering and 


miſrepreſenting their defigns to the Court) 
cauſed the Work to be hindred during 
[the term of 16 years, till the Second year 
of the Reign of Darius Hyftaſpes z at which 
\time Haggai and Zachariah the Prophets, 
' having exhorted the Fews to fall to Building 
again, they did ſo without regarding the 


Threats of their Enemies; King Darius | 


himſelf having given order for the carry- 
ng on of the Building of the 1 emple,with 
'Expences neceſlary tor the Work; which 


'was finiſhed and furniſhed.Four years after | 


the Jews celebrated the Dedication thereof, 
'with extraordinary Solemnity. 


| might perform what he had promiſed by- 
| his Prophets, to reſtore them to their for- 


20 


O 


co 


wy 


o 
both 
But, as Ezra then roundly declared to the | 


Abour 48 years after this, Xerxes (the 
Son of Darius) gave Ezra leave to go to 
Feruſalem and to take along with him all che 
Fews that were willing to return thithef} 
ordering his Governowrs and Officers to fur. 
niſh him with whatſoever was neceſſary 
for their Sacrifices and Divine Worſhip. 
Ezra accordingly having undertaken this 
Journey,with a great number of his Country- 
men, at the end of four Months arrived at 
Feruſalem, where he found (to his Sorrow) 
that the Jews,, who were come thither 
79 years before with Zorobabel, had a grear 
many of them contracted Marriages with 


a full Aſſembly repreſented ro them the 
heinouſnelſs of this Crime,and how exprefly 


of GOD, the People reſolved with one 
accord to fend away their {trange Wives, 
and for time to come, Religiouſly ro ayoid 
the like Alliances. | 

T his Sin of the Jews in Marrying flrange 
Women, doth (as the Fathers obferve) very 
well repreſent what the Chriſtians are guilty 
of at this day, who do not live ſo hokily and 


|blameleſly as becomes the Children of G 0 D, 


and the Members of Jcſus Chritt ; but on 
the contrary Ally themſelves with. ſtrange 
Women, bat is, with Worldly Pafſtions and 
Aﬀections, which are the Enemies of Jeſus 
Chritt, and taking poſſeſſion of our Heart, 
will be ador'd there inſtead of him. And (as 


chete flrange Women,contounded the Hebrew 
T ongue with the Language of Ahded and 
Moab : So theſe People would joyn the Spirit 
ot GOD, and the Spiric of this World roge- 
ther, obey them both , and make a mixture of 
eir Languages, 


Jews, That they could nor continue the 
People of GOD, withourutterly renouncing 


Chriſtians ozght well to weigh the import of 
that Oracle of the Goſpel , which aſſures us, 
That we cannot ſerve rwo Maſters ; that 
GOD# a Jealous G OD, who will ſuffer no 
Rivals, and either wholly poſſeſs the Heart of 


Man, or not at all. | 


0.04 09% 2oo-— GA OE AE 


— 


contrary this their practice was tothe Law 


the Scripture obſerves ) that the Children- of. 


being informed, that the Prophets had foretold of him, That He ſhould | 
rebuild the Temple of Jeruſalem, gives have & all thsJews that were in 


their Idolatrous Neighbours; and having in | 


theſe Alliances with Idolatrous Women: So | 
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EH EMIAH, the Author and Pen- 
| man of this Book, was a Courtier 
in the Court of Artaxerxes the Second King 
of Perſia, and his Cup-bearer. This good 
Man having underſtood the miſerable and 
lamentable condition of his own Nation, as 
alſo the ruinous (tate of the City Walls and 
Gates of Jeruſalem., was ' greatly affefied 
therewith, and in conſideration thereof hum- 
bled himſelf before GOD by Faſting and 
| Prayer. 

| Not long after GOD ſo ordering it in his 
Providence, he obtained leave of the King 
to go to Jeruſalem in Qzality of his Lord 
| Lieutenant of the Holy Land, and Gover- 
; Nour of the City, with a particular Charge 
and Commiſſion 0 reſide there for ſometime, 
and to Rebuild the City and Temple, giving 
him full power to ſettle and regulate all 
things, according to the Wiſdom of G 0 D, 
wouchſafed to him. 


All which Nehemiah accordingly performed 


bad introduced, to oppreſs the Poor by unjuſt 
and heavy Uſury : He alſo with great Appli-| 
cation and Devotion reformed the whole Ser- 
viceof GOD, and after ſolemn Prayer end 
Faſting, he renewed a firm and firaitiAlliance 
between G OD and the People. 

T his done, be alſo took care (after that he 
had made a conſiderable advance in Building 
of the City of Jeruſalem) to furniſh it with 
a ſufficient number of Inhabitants, diſperſing 
the reſt of the People throughout the whole 
Country, 70 ſettle in the ſeveral places 
allotted for them. And thus , after that he 
had moſt praiſe-worthily diſcharged the high 
Ofhce of the Kings Lieutenant in Judca | 
Twelve years together , he returned to the | 
King his Maſter in the Thirty third year of | 
his Reign; and was not long after ſent a| 
ſecond rime to Jeruſalem by the King, where | 
20|he very generouſly and couragiouſly reformed, | 
redreſied, and amended divers Abuſes that | 
{were crept iato the Government: of Church | 


O 


m_ 


| and executed, being inſpired by an extra- 


' ordinary Zeal for the Glory of GO D, fail =, 


| fally, prudently, and religicuſly, and with great 
| conſtancy, courage, and rcſolution , over-! 
' coming the many obſtacles and difficulcics 
| which Satan, the Enemy of all Good, caſt 
in his way to terrifie and diſcourage him , by 
flirring up againſt. him not only Enemies 
from abroad, but alſo Falie Brethren and 
Hy pocrites from within; who correſyonding 
and keeping Intelligence with the Enemy, 


good a Work. 

He alſo rock preat Care to redreſs the 
Gricyances of the People; and to this end 
be put atop to a bad Cuſtom the Richer? ſorc 


-| endeavoured to hinder and put a flop to ſo . 


and State , during the time of his Abſence at | 
the Court. | 

] bis Book bears the Name of Nehemuah; | 
partly becauſe it contains the Hiſtory of 
| Macters which hapned in Judea during the | 
(time of his Government ; and partly,becauſe | 
he was the Pen-man thereof , as it clearly | 
appears from ſeveral Paſſages in this Book, | 
writ under the Condutt , and by the Inſpiration 
of the Spirit of GOD. | 

Thoſe who have call d this Book the Second | 
Book of Eſdras , were probably mov'd ſo to 
do, becauſe they look'd upon it as a kind of | 
Continuation of his Hiſtory ; but not at all | 
| as ſuppoſing it to be Writ by him. ; 
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| Nehem.lI. 2K I I. 3:2 1 IE: = I75 
JERUSALEM REBUILT. 
| Artaxerxcs ſends Nehemiah to Jerufalem,with Authority to rebuild the Cixy and Wally thereof. | 
| 1 E..{emple being alteady buult by] "Tim fo carxy on and Hniſh; the Work, and 
| BB thecareand induſtry of  Zorobabel,} |withal aſſured them, that the Hand of God 
| and the Fews reduc'd to ſome form of{ . would be. with-chem in the carrying on of 
| Government by the diligence and cndea-| |fo good a Work '\- Y OTLIES 
| vaurs of Ezra, in regulating their Manners As ſoon as the Chief Men and Elders of 
by inſtructing chem-in the Law of GYD,| [the Fews had heard this, they ſhewed thems« 
| and reRifying their Ido/atrous Marriages :| ſelves very ready and unanimous to, ſer 
| GOD ſtirred up Nebemiaha Few, and a Cour-| jupon the Work; and dividing themſclyes 
tier of good conſideration and repute in| {into ſeveral Companies, whercof cach took 
che Court of King Artaxerxes, to carry 0n|10/upon them to rebzild a certain part of the | 
chis Work to perfection, by raiſing the] |Wall with the. greateſt vigour ard heac | 
| Walls and Gates of the City, which till thac] {imaginable. Bur the Adverfarics of the 
| rimelaid till in che Duſt. | |7ews were very much troubled to ſee the 
This holy Man, informing himſelf very| Work advance fo faſt, and Sanballar (who 
particular y of the ſtate of that City, was| |was the Head of them) ſtirred up theSama- | 
extreamly grieved to underſtand by thoſe |!rirans, and other Neighbcuring People, to 
char came from them,that the Walls thereof | | hinder and put a ſtop to their undertaking; | 
did lieinRuinous heaps, and the Gates burnt! | Nehemiah,tho he was extremely troubled | 
down, in the ſame condition to which |to meer with this oppoſition, yet did he noe | 
they, were reduc d by Nebuchadnezzar at 20 atall loſe his Courage,but oppoſed his Vigi- | 
his taking, of that City. This News ſo lance againit their privy Conſpiracies , Fs 
ſenfibly affefted Nehemiah, that he could | |Force againſt their open Violexce. He | 
not. keep his. ſecret Grief from making charged the Nobles and Rlers to be always | 
ſuch irapreſſions on his Countenance as were | 1n a readineſs to oppoſe the Enemy, and | 
ſoon, perceived by the. King, as he was| ordered all the Labozrers and Builders ta 
waiting on him at able, in quality of his' havetheir Swords by their fides,and as. they / 
Cupbearer, who demanding of him the wrought with one Hand,to hold a Weapon | 
cauſe of his Sorrow ? He told him, it was by | |1n the other, tothe end chey might always |. 
reaſon of the ruine and defolation of his} |bein a readineſs to obſtruct and fight thoſe | 
Birth-place, Ferajalem-; and humbly deſir'd/390|that ſhould come ro diſturb them in their | 
him, to give him leave to go and rebuild! Work, And by means of this his extraotdi- | 
the Walls and Towers, and raiſe up che Gates |nary diligence and application he accom-! 


thereof. : | 'pliſh'd his Undertaking,and compleared the 
The King having hcard his Requeſt, {building of the Walls and Gates ct Feruſalem, | 
freely granted 1t; but Nehemiah being a | This holy Man affords us an excellent 


Perfon whom he had a Kindneſs for, he! ! repreſentation cf the manner how Chriſtians 
asked-him , how long he mult be abſent ?} | ought 10 behave themſelves in the Work of | 
"7i# ow the time of ths Ad Nehemiah having! |G OD, which is the Work of their Salyatiqn, | 
Edict of 4remeerxer, that ve ſet the [{ing a time When) | Nehenualyfound himſelf here in the ftate that | 
art t&/ begin" the Calculation e \s * hs . | 
o th670 Wedks of Dani he would be back again, [49 S:Paul ſpeaks of when he ſaith, That he ſaw | 
the 262+ year of the Reign UIIC King gave him leave: - | nothing without him but Fightings, nor 
Ce ee Geez CO BOTO 7eruſalen, fur-! | any thing within bur Fears: From wichour | 
os wig ak niſhing him with his| | he was to fight with the Enemies of Gods 
mY Letters Paterts , and a! | People; and trom within he was peſter'd 
Commiſſion to carry on the Work. As ſoon as | with falſe Prophers, who were hired by Sar | 
Nehemiah was come to Feruſalem, without! |ballat, to endeavour to diſcourage and | 
making” any mention of the delign , for; atfrighthim,co the end, thar being daunted | 
which he was come thither, he went by! |by ſo many Oppoſitions,he might defpond | 
Night (being accompanied only by a few; and leave off the Work. Bur neither the force | 
of his Friends ) to view the condition of the|59, nor artifices of his Enemies or falſe Brethren | 
Walls and Gates of the City; and after he} |were able 10 overcome him ; he reſifted their | 
had taken an exact ſurvey thereof, he! open Violence, and diſcover'd their hidden | 
gathered rogether the Chiet Men of the; [Snares, and joyning an undaunted Courage | 
City, and diſcovered to them the delign! with great Wiſdomiin all his Undertakings, 
tor which he was come, and his Commiſſion, be fruftrated all the deſigns of God's and his 


_ vith full power which the King had granted Enennes. THE 
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| berauſe ſhe had refuſed to come at his Com- 
mand, and ſbew her ſelf to an Aſſembly of all 
| his Princes and People, whom he entertained 


| Nuptial Feaſt. 


ESTHER 


' ting how the Great King Ahaſuerus having 


CLRSPOR” 


FH; Book bears the Name of Eſther, 
becauſe it chiefly treats of Her, Rela- 


Divorced Vaſhti his Queen in a great Rage, 


at that time at a magnificent and ſumptuous | 
Feaſt, he choſe- Eſther out of a great number 
of Beautiful young Ladics,that were gatbered|10 
zopether at Shuſhan for that purpoſe, to be his 
Wife and Queen of ſo vaſt an Empire 
Celebrating in honour of her a very ſumptuous 


Some time after this, Inſolent and Proud 
Haman .being enraged againſt Mordecai, 
(Eſthers Uncle ard Foſter-Father ) becauſe 
he refuſed to bow to him, as all the Grandes, 
at Court did , reſolved in one day to cut off 


and for the Hatred he bore to him ) all. 
the Jews that were diſperſed throughout the 
Hundred: and twenty ſeven Provinces of: 
the Empire of Ahaſuerus, making uſe to that 
purpoſe of the Letters and Edict of the King, 
whoſe Ear and Favour he was Maſter of. | 

But when in this ſad extremity and diſtreſs 
all the Jews at Shuſhan, together with 


mand, to give to Mordccai the Honours he| 
had deſign'd for himfelf ;- and upon Efthers 
diſcovery of his unjuſt and malicious Conſpi- 
racy agarinft the Jews, he was hanged on the 
Gallows Fifty Cubits bigh , which he had 
deſigned to hang Mordecai upon ; who inflead 
thereof was raiſed to great Honour by the | 
King, who ever after bad a great value and 
conſideration for him. | 

;Ahaſuerus alſo not contented to reverſe the | 
'Edi&t .Haman had procured for the Jews 
| deftruflion » publiſhed another, whereby he 
|gave leave to them to defend their Lives, | 
and avenge themſelves of their Enemies : | 
Which being done, the Jews inflituted in Com- 
| memoration of this their miraculous Delive- 
rance a ſolemn Feſtival, which Eſther and | 
Mordecat ordered to be celebrated every year, 
lon the Day called PURIM, to theend that | 


| and | deſtroy ( together with Mordecal,|2 of the memory of this great and unexpefted Fa- | 


| vour vouchſafed by G O D unto his People, at | 
a time when according to all outward appear- 
ance, they were threatned with certain ruin and | 
defirufion, might be preſerved throughout all | 
Ages = | 
| This Hiſtory, ſo wery remarkable upon | 
many accounts, but more eſpecially becauſe it 
contains ſo clear a Repreſentation of the par- 


Queen Eſther and her Ladies of Honour,| |ricular Providence of GOD, in protefling 


did apply themſelves by Faſting and Prayer, 20/ 4nd preſerving thoſe that 'are his , being Re- | 


to implore the Divine Succbur andAſliſtance,| |corded and Ser-down by Mordccai himfelf, | 


it pleaſed GO D to hear their Prayers, and; 


not only to put a ſtop to Haman's bloody and 


cruel Pelign, but alſo t,make the Train he 
had laid, to have a quite contrary effeft : For 


under the Condud and Inſpiration of the Holy 
Spirit, contains (according to the Calculation | 
of ſome,) the Events and Paſſages of Twenty | 
years, or thereabouts ; tho others reduce it to | 


he was ſoon after obliged by the King's Com-| |the narrower compaſs of Twelve years only. | 
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| Eſther IV. [135 ] : Mw 
| ESTHER S HUMLLTT LY. 


— 


Efther preſents 


| 
A Haſuerus, King of Perſia, having 


| 
[ans 
| 


' Anno Mundi 3495. 


| belore Chriſt $09- and Glory, infomuch that all 


n 
: 
7 
, 
: 
: 


[ 
| 


the imminent De 


ber ſelf before Ahaſuerub, with deſjen to ſave the Jews ft 
'0n that threatned them. © 


| thoſe who had been'carricd Captive out 
| of Judea by King Nebuchadnezzar to Baby- 
| bon, above go years before, the firſt time 
' that his Army belieged Jeruſalem ,) was 


raed Haman his Favourite to the, 
higheſt degree of Honour 


his SubjeAs bowed their Knees before him, 
Mordecai only, (who was a Few, and one of 


| 


But Eſther told Mordecaz,That 


ſent for by him. Mordecai reply'd, Thar 


wherein their whole Nation were invol- 
ved , by being in the Kings Palace; and 
that if her Fear ſhould ſtop her Mouth 


ſhe could not wich Reaſon ſuppoſe, that ſhe| 
ſhould cſcape in this Univerſal Calamity, | 


be the way to expoſe herſelf roDeath,which I 
was unavoidable to thoſe, who preſented | 
{themſclves before the King, withour being 


O 
rcfolvtd nor to give that honour to a Man, in this time of extremity, G 0 D would find 
' which he thought due to G 0D alone. This! fome other way to deliver his People from 
Refuſal, which was nat the effect of Pride, chedeftruction chat threatned them, but | 
as Haman conceiy d it to be, bur rather of | {that ſhe and her Fathers Houſe ſhould periſh; | 
| Mordecai's Piety, did not only bring upon — chat probably for this very Service | 


himſclt , but upon all the Fews, the cruel 0 D had raiſed her to the Throne, j 
Sentence of Death. | | 


1 This holy Woman having attentively con- 

' For this proud Fawoarite, notcontented | Hider'd the Advice and Reaſons. of her 
with Sacrificing Mordecai to Iis Revenge, Uncle Mordecai,did no longer ballance the | 
who had offended him, was reſolved to j20 


make the whole Nation of the Fews to fall 
a Victim to his Rage; to which' purpoſe 
he repreſented them to the King as a Sedi-| 
tious People, who being tied up to a diſtinct | 
Religion from all other Nations , were | 
always fomenting Seditions and Rebellions 
1 all pl:ces where they ]iyed. | 

This Credulous Prince, without any fur- | 


for the ſaving of her Nation; and having 


matter, bur reſolved to ſacrifice her Life 


ing upon her undertaking, ſhe in the mean 
time having prepared and diſpoſed her ſelf 
by the like holy Exerciſes,the third day after 


went to the Kings Chamber, and preſented 


ther criquiring into the matter, gave credit | her {c]t before Inm. The Glory of his Throne 


to this Impoſtor, and gave him leave upon 39 


this his Remonitrance, to draw up a Dc-! 
claration , ſuch as he thought good, con= 
raining an expreſs Command co all his 


ad the Magmificence of his Ornaments, but 
bove all ſomething of Anger thar appeared 


1n his Looks, made Eſther to fall down ina 
Swound; and GOD having changed the 


Subjes, throughout his whole Kingdom,on | |Kings Heart at the ſame time, he came 


a certain day prefixed, to kill all the Jews, | 


” Men and Women, Old Men and Children, | 


without ſparing any. 20 


Eſther, the Niece of Mordecai, who by | had recovered her 


a particular Providence of G O D was raiſed | 


nd as he and all his Great Officers | 
were comforting of her, as ſoon as ſhe | 
Speech, ſhe ſaid to che. 


{ , . . . 
2 trom his Throne to raiſe her again; 


King : 


to be Ahaſuerus's Queen 1nitead of Yaſhti, 40 I thought myLord the King,when I looked 


whom he had Divorced, was very ſenſibly 


afflicted at this dreadful Calamity which 


was ready to involve a!l her People, tho; my Heart, and made me faint for Fear. But | 


ſhe her ſelf were not in danger ; becauſe | 
Mordecai her Uncle, whoſe wiſe Countel | 
ſhe followed in all things, had always! 
adyis'd her to conceal her being a Feweſs. | 


our ſome Remedy for this great Evil ;! 


upon you;that Þ had ſeen an Angel, and the 
Glory that ſurrounds and attends you overcame 


falling a ſecond time down for dead, the 
ing was exceedingly concern'd for her, 


_ ſoon as ſhe => come to her felt | 

| again hedemanded of her, What was her ; 

\\s ine therefore was caſting about ro find | defire? afluring her, he would deny her ; 
g jt 


nothing as faras the halt of his Kingdom. 


Mordecai advisd her to go and preſent 50W hereupon ſhe deſired the King and Haman 


acr ſelf before the King , to repreſent to! 
him the horrid Injuſtice of the Declaration, 
he had given Haman leave to publiſh in his: 
Name. | 


had prepared for them. 


: 
$ 
, 


| > 


defired Mordecai to aflemble the Fews that | 


were 1n Shuſhan , that with Faſting and |; 
Prayer they might implore the Divine Bleſ- | 


| 


- 


| 


| 


xo come the next day to the Banquet ſhe | 


THE! 


178 


4. 
- 
% 


FEE the Night after Efthers Vi{it 


The ſame year 3<95- 


will appear by the ſequel of this Hiſtory, 
employed theſe Hours of relt and filence 
in a Palt-time well worthy of a King, for 


having ordercd the publick Records of his | 
Kingdom to be brought betore him, He 
commanded them to be read | to him: 
| Andtaking noticeof a Paſlage,which gave 
an account how Mordecai had diſcover d 
2 Treaſonous Conſpiracy of two. of the 
Kings Officers , to take away his Life , the 
King demanded of him that read the Book, | 
| What Reward Merdecai had reecivd for 
this extraordinary picce of Service? Who 
| replying, That he had nor received any. 
 Abaſuerus asked again, Whether there were 


- 


—_—_— 


Kings Servants having anſwered him, Thar | 
Haman was there; for he was come very 

carly that Morning, to deſire an Order from | 
the King to hang Mordecai on a Gallows of | 
5oCubits high , he had preparcd for him; | 
the King commanded his Servants, to bid | 
him come 1n, 1 
| As ſoon as Haman was centred, the King | 
asked him, what he thought fit ſhoul4 be | 


imagining, that himſclt was the Perſon the | 
King ſpoke of, and whom he did intend to | 
honour; Anſwered the King, That the | 
higheſt Honour that could be put upon any | 
Perſon, was to array him in the Royal Robes, | 
0 ſet him upon the Kings Horſe, with the | 
' Royal Diadem por his Head, and that one | 
| of the moſt Noble Princes about the King | 

ſhould lead him through all the Chief Streets 


and proclaiming befcre him , Thus ſhall it be | 
done to the Man whom the King delights 
| t& honour. | 
| _  Haman had no ſooner given this Anſwer | 
ro the Kings Queſtion, bur he commanded | 
| him ro make haſte ro execute the Advice | 
' he had given him , ahd to take the Royal 

Apparel , Crown and Horſe, and do to 


che Court and City of Shuſban were Eyc-. 
 wicnefles of the ſudden and unexpected ; 


I 0 


any Perſon in the Anti-Chamber 2 And the $0 him plainly, That they feared chat Mordecat | 


of the City, holding bis Horlc by the Reins, | his defence and protection, when the Hour 


Enemy ; and at the ſame time ſaw proud 
and ſupercihous Haman forced to publiſh 
and proclaim the Glory of Mordecar, and 
to ſtoop and bow before him, whom he 
diſdain'd and hated in his Hearr, 

Haman having thus been forc'd to ſub- 
mit to this moſt unwelcom piece of Service 
done to his Enemy, was extremely troubled 
therear, and returning to his own Houſe in 
'a Mournful condition, and with his Head 
covered, he complained of his Miſhap to 
his Wife, and other of his Friends and Coun- 
ſellors, who looking upon this Diſgrace 
that had befallen him as a bad Omen, told 


(who had already been an occaſion. of his | 
[Diſgrace ) would at laſt prove his utter | 
[ruine; for whereas Mordecai was one of 
that Nation, whom he had reſolved utterly 
'to deſtroy and root them out from off 
the Earth, and that he had been forced 


| {forc againſt his Will, ro confer thoſe Ho- | 


nours upon him he had defign'd for him- | 
ſelf, chey could not bur rake it as a fin, 


done unto the Man whom the King 4ogjthat the miſchict he intended for Mordecai | 
- delighted to honour? Haman preſently | and all che Jews, would light upon his own | 


Head. : | 
| Theſequelof this Story makes it appear, | 
[That they were notar all deceived in this | 
'their ConjeCture,and that tho GOD ſuffers | 
ſometimes , that Injaftice armed with Vio- 
lence ſeems ready .cro Oppreſs and over- 
'\whelm thoſe, who fear and truſt in none | 
bur himſelf, I.ke Mordecai; yet he knows | 


alſo 1n due time to make them experience | 


of their danger 1s come, and to deliver | 
them from the Diſtreſs ro which they were |. 
[expoſed for no other Reaſon, bur becauſe 
'they were faithful to him, and feared his 
[Diſpleafure more than the Rage of ſinful 
' Men, whoſe Harred, tho it be very violent, 
[yet itis alſo very weak and impotent, with- 
'out the Divine Permifſion,who ſers bounds | 


Mordecai the Jew as he had ſpoken. Thus x q to the raging Sea of Mens Paſſions, ſaying, | 


chus far ye ſhall come, and no further. 
HAMAN' | 
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HAMANs PUNISHMENT 


Ahaſuert 


prepared for kin preſſed her j | ſo far engag'd againſt the Jews for their | 
ro declare what he defired | |*deſtruction, that he could nor recat the 
| of him, aſſuring, that whatſoever her Re-] |* ſame without ſome blemiſh ro the Royal 
| quelt was, he would grant it to the half] | Power; yet did nor he eſteem tt any dif- 
| of his Kingdom. Eſther having received this | F honour publickly ro acknowledge,thatan 
| encouragement from the King, immedi- | {ambirious Minifter had impos'd upon him 
| ately changed the joy and pleaſure of the| F and abusd his Royal Favour to baſe and 
| Banquet into ſorrow , which the remem- |1 | cruel Ends; and inſtead of going thro 
brar.ce of the deſtruction prepared for her F with a barbarous Violence, becauſe he was | 
and her whole Nation, reyivedin her: And| |already engaged 1n it, and his Royal Seal 
' addreſſing her felt ro the King, with. the} |*purro it, he reverſed the Orders he had 
| looks and language of an afflicted and; |* given, as ſoon as he underſtood the Inju- | 
| humble Petitioner, ſhe beg'd only of him! *ftice of them. And curning his juſt Indig- | | 
| her own Life, and the Lives of her Country-| |* nation againſt choſe who had fo wreech.- | 
i men; and laying before him the Wicked-] |*edly aþus'd his Power, and who made uſe 
' neſs of Haman, who by his Liesand Impo-| |* of the cafie Acceſs they had co his Perſon, 
{tures had ſurpriz'd the King, and inſo-| |* only as a means to ruin thoſe, as their 
lently made uſe of his Name and Autho- 20] Enemies,whom the Zeal of GOD, and the 
rity Royal, to proſcribe and deſtroy the] |* Reverence they had for his Laws, kept 
whole Nation of the Jews. '*within the bounds of their Duty , noc 
Ahaſuerus, who was a Prince naturally| |* ſuffering them co give that Honour to 
 inclin'd to Ffticeand Mercy,was aſtonith'd,} |* Men, which they conceived due to G0 D 
| when he conſider'd to what an exceſs his| }* alone. | 
own Credulity and the Cruelty of his Fa- | Accordingly King Ahaſuerus publiſhing 
' vcwrite had Jike to have carried him; and} |an Edi quire contrary to his former 
| was ſo much troubled ac the Remonſtrance| | (which was the contrivance of Haman, ) 
the Qzeen had made to him, that rifi3g up} |publickly own'd the eſteem he had for the 
- | 1n haſte from the Table, he rook a Waik 11j39% Jews, who had been falfly repreſentcd to | 
| his Prizy Garden , to ruminate upon thej [lum as a rebelliousand faftious People, and 
cruel and inhuman deſign his Credaliry had} {impower'd chem to ſer upon thoſe who 
engag.d him 1n. ſhould dare to artempt any thing againſt 
Haman bcing ſenſible from the Kings| |them. Thus by the Death of one Mar | 
Anger of the extreme danger that threat-! | was fo great an Evil prevented, and Peace | : 
' ned him, caſt hinfelf upon the Queens Bed, and Quicr eſtabliſhed chroughour all the | * 
earneſtly entreating her to become a Peti-j |Domimions of King Abaſuerus; who inſtead | : 
tioner to the {{ing tor his Life.Bur the King; | of that wicked and inſolent Favourite, rook 
 entring at the fame time into the Chamber| | Mordecai (a wiſe Man and fearing GOD) 
' as Haman was in this poſture, became[49/to be his Chief Miniſter of State , which | 
exceedingly enraged at him, as if he would] | gave the Zews ſo great an Authority every 
| have Forc'd the 2zeer in his preſence, and} | where,that (as the Scripture obſerves) many 
immediately commanded him to be put to} {of the People of the Land turned to be of 
Death. But as the Divine Wiſdom,con-} i|their Reliyzon. 
tounding the Yanity and Pride of Menfdoth 'Tis evident from this Hiſtory, that the | : 
always obſerve a great proportion betwixt! |Hearrt of Kings 3s in the hand of G 0 D, who | - 
| Crimes and Puniſhments, one of th(@ficers| | by this Book teaches them, That they mult | 
that was preſent told the King , that there| jbear the burthen of the Crown chemſelyes, | 
| was a Gallows ready (50 Cubirs high) which} {and ſee with their own Eyes ; for fear leſt | - 
| Haman had cauſed to beſet up with defign|5oflcaving their Authority ro others, they | | 
to hang Mordecai thereon, who had done! |ſhould meer with thoſe who abule it, like; | 
| great Service to the King; whereupon the| |Haman, to ſatisfic their own Paſſions and | | 
| {ing commanded them 1mmcdiately ro! |corrupt Intereſts,to the prejudice of Zuftice, | 
hang Heman thereon. /and of their Princes Credit and Repura- - 
| tlon. } += IT; 


The ſame Year 3595» 


Ons => <> 


_— 0 —_ — _—_ 


<—— 


_— As woo ___—___ 


——_— 


Ora 


— —_—— ——— ” —_— 


—— 


——G— BEET fy AN 


TITRIT, SD anom” eve (6 ERPs 


100 


: 


= 


oo 4048 Do eo bel a——— Kon ot ne th. 


——_ 


His Book is called the Book of J O B, 

a very Famous and Holy Man, whoſe 

moſt memorable Hiſtory is here recorded, 
containing an account of his great Trials, his 
invincible Patience, his unmoveable Faith, 
and the happy end of all his Aﬀfliftions. | 
Some ſuppoſe, that this Job flouriſhed in 
the time of the Patriarchs. Others, whilſt the 


| Children of Iſrael were yer in Egypt, or at 


Wildernefs !0the Land of Canaan,under the 


| Conduft of Motcs, who (by ſome) is ſuppoſed 
| to have been the Author and Pen-man of 


this Book; the Hiſtorical part whereof in! 
the Hebrew Ocigiaal, is ſet down in Proſe; 


but the Diſcourics therern contained, are 


expreſſed in Heroick Verſe, ſuitable to the 


| gravity and dignity of the Subject. 


The Book begins with a deſcription of Jobs 


\will needs aroue him to be ſuch, and upon 
[this Suppofal enter with him into a great and 
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Of the Book of J O B. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


\ important Diſpute : For paſſing from their 
[general Thefis, That GO D puniſheth the 
'Wicked,ro the Hypotheſis, That Fob was ſo, 


| they accuſe himof Hypocrifie and Impiety, 


partly buttding this their Aſſertion upon the 


| greatneſs of his Sufferings, and partly upon 


ſome impatient and repining Expreſſions, | 
leaſt, whilſt they were Travelling through the 10 which now and then eſcapd from bim in the 


[exceſs of bis Griet- 


' 'T he main thing they endeavour to make 


Job ſenſible sf, is, That GOD puniſheth j 


none bur the Wicked, and on the contrar 
ſhowrs down the choicelt ot his Bleſſings 


upon -2ood and godly Men, and from 
' thence conclude, That fince Fob by ſuch | 


remarkable Judgments was deprived of all 
his Children, and his Eftare, and ſtript of all 


extraordinary Picty and Uprightneſs, ard of 20.his former Advantages and Heavenly 


the happy and flouriſhing ſlate of his Family 


and Children, which is followed with the ſad 
| and lamentable relatioa of divers dreadtul 


Calamirics, which by the inſtigation of Satan, 
and wiſe diſpenſation and permiſſion of the 
LORD, ſuddenly and unexpetedly fell upon 


| bim in bis Eſtate, bis Children, and his own 
Body, beſides the reproaches and infultings 


O 


of his Wite. In all which he gave the highe 


Marks of a mcſt Heroick Patience, which 3o pocrite. 


inſiead of deſponding,like the inflexible Palm- 
trec, hardned and raiſed it jelf under the heavy 
Load of theſe extreme Afflictions , ſilently 
acquieſcing in the Will of God. 

Being in this moſt deplorable Condition, he 
z viſited by Three of his Friends, Great and 
Famous Men, to condole with and comfort him. 
At their firſt ſeeing of him, they: fit down by 
him in filence, not ſpeaking a word, as Men 


Bleſſings, and caſt down into moſt horrible 


Calamities:which(thro human Infirmuty air'd | 


2p and irritated by their bitter Reproaches 
and (harp Reflex1ons, did at times force ſome 


Diſcourics from him tos full of Heat, and not 


ſo well digeſted as they might have been ; they 
from all theſe drew this uncharitable Conſe- 


quence, That without doubt he was either 


a very Wicked Man,or a molt diſſembled Hy- 
To this purpoſe they alledge and 
produce' many- good and excellent Sentences, 
to confirm their Judgment; which tho they 
were all true in themſelves , and with reſped 
to the Legal Righteouſnels of GOD, who 
in all his Puniſhments ſuppoſeth Sin, yet 
could r0t be well applyd ro Job's Perſon or 
Condition. 

Bur Job all this while couragiouſly defends 


himſelf againſt their Attacks , and maintains 


tranſported and overcome with the terrcur of 49 himſelf innocent of the |mpicty and Hypo- 


| his Calamities, and the bitterneſs of his Sut- 


terings. But Job at /:/t, by the Infirmity 
of his Flcth, breaking forth into violent Comm- 
Plaints, 70:that degree as to Curie the Day of 


| bus Dirth,pzs Friends take occaſion from thence 


to enter upon dijcourſe with bims They 
Reprove him at ſul for his too great Impa- 


| LIENCC, and grounding themſelves upon Gods 


Righteouſneſs, - which ſuffers . nor wicked 


Mei ſooner or later to go unpuniſhed , they go hardeſt Trials and Afflifions 


crifte they laid to his Charge , proteſting that 
his former Lite bad never been blemijh'd with 
the oneior the other. . And as to thar Maxim 
of theirs , ' upon which they grounded the 
Superſtructure of all their Accuſations 
againſt him, he moſt clearly refutes it from 
daily Expertence , whidh makes it apparent, 
That GOD in this Wgrld doth often exer- 
Ciſe the beſt of Mer with the rudeſt and 
; Whereas 


wicked 
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— 
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The Contents of the Book of J OB. 
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it at the Tribunal of his Juſtice. So fully 
| was he perſwaded and convinced in bis Heart 
| of bis unteigned Piety, and his ſincere Up-! 
' rightneſs, - according to the Covenant of 
| Grace. 2 


He owns indeed, that he cannot fland his 
ground before the Sovereign Majeſty of the 
Great GOD of Heaven and Earth , as: 
well in-regard of his abſolute Power, as 
being nothing in compariſon of+ him, but a 
weak and deſpicable Creature: As with reſpef 
to bis juſt and ſevere Judgment, acknowledg- 
ing himſelf a poor and miſerable Sinner, who 
was not able to anſwer to one Point of a 
Thouſand, the LORD might of right alledge 
againſt him. And yet, he moſt earneſtly wiſhes, 
That as to the Cauſe , depending between bim 
and his Friends, G.O0 D would be pleaſed him- 
ſelf to' take cognizaiice of it, try it and judge 


In the mean time it cannot be denied , but 


20 


4% 
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O 


. 
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that Job being provoked by the offcnſive, 


; 1nconfiderate, and injurious Difcourfes of 


| bis Friends, he ſuffered himſelf at times to be 


' frangely tranſported, ſo as to ſpeakof GOD, | 
of his Proyidence and Jultice indecently, and | 


| n0t with that Reverence as he ought to have 
' done : So that we may ſay with good Reaſon, 
' That Jobs Friends did very well, and with 
| flrong and acknowledged 1ruths defend a very 
| bad Cauſe; and that he (on the contrary) did 


| ſometimes ill enough , and: with excentrick 4 


| Motions defend a very . good one. However, 
| he flood 'ſo firmly in bis own defence , that he 
' would never quit his juſt Cauſe, nor give it up 
to bis Friends ; who at laſt forbearing to anſwer 
' bim, Elihu takes ap the Argument in their 
| ſtead, and Anſwers him after another manner 


| than they had done : For be doth not properly 


| accuſe him, for having" in time. paſt lived 
-exorbl- 


' wickedly,' bat reproves\bim for 
rant Expreſſions, azd 11] digeſted 'Aſſertions 
' that had eſcap d him in his Conterence with 


: 
| 


as 


| 


lrladely harfflig off Bide , fel ſdcier Reafons| 
fb ornelo eugrne Wiloms, + | 
\|- Wherefore Elihu perſwades and invites Job 


- 49 


and. Repenrance, becauſe G0, 


loves to give "fort ) bj 'hts Grace and Mercy 
to poor. and miſerable Afflicted-ones,, l + 


confide in him. He (demonſtrates(in oppoſitzo 


and that he'hath right 1o to dos. He dedu- 


Nature of GOD, which is All-wiſe, All-: 
powerful, and All juſt, and from his Sove- 


teſtable Empire over all his Creatures, and: 
which cannot but exatily agree , and go band 
in hand with all the'other Perfeltions of his. 
Nature and Eſſence. ; 
Job acquieſcing in Elihu's grounded Difſ- 
courſe, and yielding to his Reaſons, holds his 
peace, not entring upon any further Conteſt x 
and then the LORD appearing in a Whirl- 
wind, reproves Job for having. ſpoke inconſt» 
derately cotcerning him, proving this as well 


dertul Works; partlyreſpeiing the Govern- 
ment of tbe Umverſe inigeneral, : and. partly 
the production and: conſervation of :ſonre 
great ant wonderful Creatures in: farticular, 


againſt Job, Job in all bumility acknowledg- 
eth his Sin, renders unto G 0 D the (Glory 
due to his Jultice , and diſcovers bis |ſincere 
Humiliacon ard Repentance.';7be'LORD 
afterwards wery . ſharply Reprayes,: Job's 


|Friends, and commands them to endeduour a 


Reconciliation with him., by. procuring bis 
Faichtul Servanc Job 20 #nterceide for. them, 
whom he re-eftabliſbeth again in'þis:\ former 
{tare, doubling. all His Bicſſogs zepon him. 


Traal of: Job /aſted.; The Jews ſay,:.it conti- 
nued a whole: Year : Some ſborten the tine, 
which again is prolonged by others but tt'is not 
at all needjd1 for us ta define, what GOD bath 


o 
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? 
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SILLDETH 1 


| them; as if GOD had injurd him't# ſo| \not been pleaſed to reveal to us intiis Ward. 
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to what Job hadalledg'd) That G 0:D-never;| 
injures any Perſon by \Chaſtizing of hin; 3 
and that he 1s not'accountable'or reſpon-J : 
{ible to any Man for what he doth. - An 
againſt Job's Friends be proves, That.G:OD * 
doth notonly. puarththe Wicked; bur alſo} + 

that he often. chaſtizeth and: viſits with] 

Afliftions fuch as are good and: holy Men: 


ceth his Proofs of/ theſe Aſlertions:from the; 


reign Majclty , which gives hint an 'incon-! 


It is not well known how long: this {&v woes 


| 


from his Divine Properties, as'/byis:Wons | : 


After this Divigei:.Cenſurepronounced |- 


ww 
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| Holy Job is tempted by the Devi 


LOB UPON. THE DUNG-HILL 
pho deprives him of his Children,and o/ 


Moreover affiicts him with painful Boils and Sorcs over all hi 


—_ 


that he had.and 


paring only his Wite,whom he made uſe of to provoke him to Impatience. 


'.J Oly- Fob, who1s ſo famous 1n Sacred | 
-- #rit, for his humble Patience, had 
To me cerrinl kaown [10 all the former part of 
yn 5 comgt «Sri pra his. Life allied rwo things, | 
Me eas Gace Which are very rarcly} 
Wilderneſs, found together,viz. a great 
and extraordinary Vertue , with vaſt Riches. 
He: was (faith the Scripture) a Man perfeft 
and upright; and fearing GO D. He did not; 


- — 


Evil himſelf , but remembring that he! 
was a Father, he was very forward to; 
| inſtruct his Children in the Fear of che! 
| LORD, and often offered Sacrifices for any 
| ſecret Sins, and unknown to him, chat they 
| might be guilty ot. 
. This FVertue of Job was a great Eyc- 
fore to the Devil, and made; him defirous 
co have a fling at him; yea, he was ſo bold} 


| GOD himſelf and not being able to find any 
| thing inhis Life thar he could juſtly blame, 
| heflanderd his ſecrethntentions, maintaining 
| thathedidnor ſerveG 0 D, but becauſe of 
| the many outward Bleſſings and Advan-! 
| rages GOD had beſtowed upon him. | 
' . GOD, ro confound this Arch: ſlanderer, 
| and toconvince him of his Lies, gave him 
| leave to take away from Fob all that he 


' Malice; and that he'might at once over-| 
| whelmthis holy Man with a whole dcluge | 
|- of Miſerics and Calamiries one upon the | 


naked ſhall T go out of it again, the LORD 
be the Name of the LORD. 


1n the midit of all theſe terrible and un- 
heard of Tryals, which only ſerved to 


ſhine more bright, highly enraged this 


content himſclf to avoid all manner of|10/malicious Spirit , who ſaw himſelf con- | 


founded by him, whom he had intended 
ro confound and conquer. Wherefore he 
again deſired power ot GOD to afflict him 
in his Body z becauſe he can do nothing 
[againſt che Saints, bur fo faras GOD per- 
mits him. G 0D granted him his demand, 
that he might the more confound his Ma- 
Iiciouſneſs,and to make it appear, that there 
(was nothing, but was found and ſincere in 


| 2s to calummiate him in the Preſence of|29 the Vertue of his Servant Fob. 


| So the Devil ſmote Fob with terrible 
| Boils and Ukers over all his Body, infomuch 
that he was fan to ſit down upon the Dyung- 
(hill, and with a Potſherd to ſcrape off the 
| Marter iſſuing from the Sores, that cover'd 
|his Body trom the Crown of his Head to 


{the Soles of his Feer. Of all his Family 


there was none left now, ſave _ his Wife, 
[whom the Devil ſcem'd to have ſpared, not 


[Murmuring againſt G 0 D: For ſhe judging 


from theſe Diſaſters that had betallen him, | 
that all lus Pzety was vain and hypocrital, | 


famous; Naked came I into theWorld, and 
gave, and the L ORD hath taken away, bleſſed 


The Innocence thus holy Mar preſerved | 


illuſtrate Ms YVertues, and to make them | 


| 


[ 
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| 
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| 


| 


| | had. © The Dezi/ made uſe of this Power 3o(that (he might be che Comforter, but the | 
| that was granted him, with the utmoſt | |7empter of her Husband to Impatience and | 


- 
' 
| 
: 
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$ 


H 
| 


| neck of -another, heſo order it, tharar| 
; oneand the ſame time his Herds of Oxer | 
| and Afes were taken away by the Sabeans, 


endeavoured to provoke him to Blaſphemy. 
| Bur Fob, as he had couragiouſly ſtood it 


f 


out -againſt all the dreadful Tryals. and 


; and his Herdſmen kill'd ; his Flocks of S beep 


| them} his Camels carritd away by che 
' Chaldeans;and all his Childrex cruſhed under | 
the Ruins of a Hoxſe chat tell upon them 
whilſt they were a Feaſting 18 their cldeit| 
Brothers Houſe. IT 
Fob received all theſe diſmal Tydings | 
from Meſſengers, that followed at.the heels | 
of oneanother, and came (as it were) all 
at once crowding in upon him,who wath a | 


1 proftrating himſelf upon che Ground , | 
worſhipped and blefled GOD, uttering 
| thoſe words whuch fince arc become fo 


'Temprarions to Impatience , he had been | 


'bicter Tongue, telling her, That ſhe talk'd 


\and Sufferings to them. 


 conſumed|by Fire trom Heaven, together | |expos'd toby the Malice of the Devil; ſo 
| with his Shepherds that had the care of #9 he conſtantly refilted the ſtrokes of her | 
like a fooliſb Woman | for fince they had recei- |. 
'ved good things from the hand of GO D, they | 
\oxght:not to repine and grow impatient now | 
'- that GOD was pleaſed to diſpenſe Affliions | 


{+ Which made S.Azftin to adnure the Con- | 


Rtancy of Fob on this occaſion, and to; 


declare, That Job, by refifting the Tempta- 


ſtrange Conſtancy and unſhaken Vercuc, x o|tions of his Eve, was incomparably more glo- 


'rious 0n his Dung-hill, than Adam was when 
ſurrounded with all the Pleaſures and Glories 


'of Paradiſc. JOBS! 
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Job inftead of being C onfarted by 'his "Three Fricads that came to. Viſit 


'o 


<ePenapa—_y 
—— 


him, hath his Attliction mcreaſed 
— 4 great vinner, becauſe'of t 


ifalkers that had hapned | 


—_——  —— — —— 


__ to him. 


25 grcat a toad of Afiflion and Sorrow upon 
| wh as was poſhblc to fall upon Mar ; and 


Trouble is added to all his other Swffer- 
ings, which did as much oppreſs his Mind, 
25 the. other were ſenſible ro his Body. = 
Three of his Friends coming to viſit 
| him,and ro condole with him for the heavy 
| Judgments that had befallen him 5 Job 
| inſtcad of receiving any folid comfort 
| from them, as probably he might have 
| expeCted, was fain to detend himſelf againſt 
| their falſe Reaſons and unjuftt Thoughts 
| concerning him. He had nothing lett to 
' ſupport im under the rude Attack of 
heir ſiniſter Thoughts concerning him , 
| but the teſtimony of his Conſcience , and 
| the innocence and integrity of | his paſt 20 
| Life, which was, that his indiſcreer Friends 
' would rob himof, by maintaining, Thar 
 itcould not be, but he mult needs be guiley 
| of great Crimes, becauſe GOD did fo 
| ſeverely chaſtize him. They made an 
eſtimate of-G0D's dealings rowards this 
| boly Man, according to their carnal and 
| human Jzdgments ; and they mingled very 


O 


prejudicate Opinions, they were nat to:be 
removed fromcheir .bclicf, that Fob was 


wa, - 0 
Bur GOD ax laſt avenged che Quarrel 


Friends; for his Anger, being kindled 
he would not pardon this their injurious 


dealing, or bereconciled to them, bur at 
the Prayer of him, whom chey had taken 


ſo much pains co prove a Sinnerand wicked |: 


Perſon. 


ments concerning good and righteous Men, 


|how great and extraordinary foever their 


Sufferings may be in this World ; nor t6 
conceive an high eſteem for thoſe , who being 


Job was in his Body , when he ſat upon the 


and Good things of this World, The Judg+ 
\ment of Faith 7s generally oppoſite to that of 
'Senſe. 


| [7 hoſe who ſeem to be outwardly Rich and | 


| Righteous , are frequently poor and ſinful in 


grave Diſcourſes with their Remon- 30 the Eyes of GOD; and thoſe who are 
deſpiſed , as being poor and reproached as 


| {trances, only to give the greater authority 
as their RefleQtions and Inveftives againlt 
im. 

Holy Fob ſeem'd to be more concern'd 
and troubled for this laſt affliction from 
| his Friends, from whoſe hands in the con- 
| dition he was, he might have expected | 
| better uſage, than for all the other Miſcries 
' that had overtaken him. He did his 


' utmoſt endeavour to convince them of 40 


their miſtake, and by Reaſons and Initances 
| toreCtifie their miſapprehenſions ; bur all 
was to no purpoſe , they ſhewing by their 
| Example, how dangerous it is for Men to 
ſuffer themſelves to be Leaven'd by bad | 
Impreſſions, and to entertain {ſiniſter 
' Thoughts concerning the Innocence of 
good and holy Men. For ſuffering them: | 
ſclyes to be carried away by outward 


Appearances that ſecm'd to favour their 50 


j 
— 


'Sinners, are often the more rich in Grace 


| and Vertue in the Eyes of him , who ſearches 
the Heart and Reins, and from whom nothing | 


ts hid. 


Servant Job in @ moſt publick and illuflrious 
manner, reſtoring more Richcs and Bleflin 


to him, than ever the Devil had taken frone 
3 But under the New Law , GOD oftex 


+19 moſt taicthtul Servants 0 continue | | 
oppreft and diſgrac'd to the end of their Lives , ' 


becauſe thoſe who will be his Diſciples arid 
Followers , muſt (according t9 the Example 
of Jeſus Chriſt ard the Saints his Members) 
n10t be afraid of, or apprehend any Evils , ſave 


are Spiritual, Inyilible, and Eternal. 


? 
f * qy— 7 —  — - 


THE 


guilry,bccauſc he was handled like one thac 


of his Servant Fob upon theſe his unjuſt | 


againſt them, he reproached them for che | 
{folly of cheir Diſcourſes, and declar'd, char 


their means ; T hey concluding him |. © 


more corrupt and ulcerous in their Souls, than | 


T his Example (fay the Fathers) ought to | 


teach us, never t0 entertain any ſiniſter Judg- | 


_ {Dung-hill; yer abound with all the Honour | © 


| 


GOD, at the upſbot of all, juſtified his | 


only thoſe that defile and hurt the Soul, nor * 
efteem any Good things or Rewards, but ſuth as | 
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"TI THis Book has been always accounted. 
| by the Church of G0D, a the 
reſt of the Canonical Books of the Old ,Te- 
ament, as a rich Jewel, whoſe price and 
walue. cannot well be conceived, much. leſs 
| fully expreſſed.in Writing , or by Word of 
Mouth: Some have called it, The Chriſti- 
ans Garden of Pleaſure, flored with moſt 
odoriferous Flowers and exquiſite Fruits. 
| | Otbers have term'd it his Magazine and 
* | Armory, where he is furniſbed with Arms of 
Proof, for al] Combats whatſoever. Others 
gain , bis Exchequer and Treaſury , filld 
with choice Riches.. Others, an Apothecaries 
Shop, ſtor d with excellent Medicaments 
and infallible Remedics againſt the various 
Maladics of bis Soul. Others have conſider d 
it as the Anatomy of a Believer, an exqui- 
ſite Mirror of the multifarious and inconcei- 
' vable Grace of GO D; and a perfed and 
full Compendium of the whole Bible; that 
7s, of the Law and Goſpel, and of the true 
Knowledge of GOD and bis pure Wor- 
ſhip. | 
| ,» it contains many ſaving Inſtructions 
concerning the Eflence of GOD and the Holy 
Trinity, the Propertics of his Nature, his 
Eternal Counſel, bis Holy Word,his Won- 
| derful Works, thoſe eſpecially of bis Benefi- | 
| CeNCE and Mercy towards his Church, and #3 
of - bis juſt Judgments upon the Workers of | 
Inquuy. | Tec 1 
_ . Here alſo is treated of the Perſon and 
Office of the Meſſiah, that is, Our Sayiour 
Jeſus -Chriſt ; | of his Eternal Deity , his 
Incarnation, his Sufferings, his Death, his 
ReharreEtion; his Aſcenſion to Heaven, his 
Sitting at the Right Hand of. his Father, 
| and of the extent and propagation of his 
| Kingdom throughout the Nations of che 4® 
World., by be Preaching of his. Holy 
Goſpel ; Ap; likewiſe concerning the ſad and 
| deplorable ſlate of Man wnder Sin , of. the 
mature and condition of. Regeneration, of 
true Repentance , of the Love and Fear of 
GOD; a alſoof the Nature of true Faith, 
of Traſiting in him alone; and how we ougbt 
nt to glory , but in him ; of the Certainty 
of Salvation; of the continual War between | 
[the Flelb and Spirit ; 4s alſo concerning the © 
| 


| 


I'O 


——— 
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| Catholick Church, gather d both of Jews and 


|\Communion of Saints, the Forgivneſs of 


! Mouths of bis Children,in the Me 


and appeaſing Anger,- and all other Troublcs 


Gentiles ; of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ; the 
[Sins, the Reſurrection of the Body, and of 
Life Eternal. 

Beſides all which, we find in this Book all 
manner of holy. and ſpiritual Exerciſes of 
Picty, 9s Patterns and Forms of Praiſing 
the holy Name of GOD; of giving 
Thanks for his Benefits, of Promily and | 
Vows, in acknowledgment and gratitude for | 
Mercies received, of a great danhts of fer. 
vent and carneſt Prayers, for whatſoever can 
concern the Glory of GOD and thelntereſt 
of Believers, as well in general as particular, | 
eſpecially in all manner of Croſles, Calami- 
ries, and Afflictions; with abundance of holy 
Meditations, ſolid and powerful Comforts, 
and efficacious Arguments, to ſirengthen us 
in Faith, Patience, Hope,qnd all other divine 
Vertues and Graces.* Inſomuch, that we 
cannot conceive any Condition a Believer may 
be in here in this Lite, whether of Proſperity 
or Adverlity, of Temptation or Deliverance, 
of Fighting or Victory, of Health or Sick- 
[neſs, but he will meet with in this Book an 
Entertainment ſuitable to it, to the quieting of 
his Conſcience and advancement of his Sal- 


# # 


y 


'yation. 

And whereas in the other Books of Holy 
Writ, GO D repreſents to us how he is pleaſed 
'zo ſpeak.to his Church; In this he reacheth 
lus , how we ought to ſpeak to him; there 
being no Countel in time of Difhculty, 
nor Support iz Afﬀiction, zor Comfort 
in Sorrow, nor Praiſes and Elevations of 
Joy, wherewith he doth not fill the Hearts and ' 
in ditation of 
theſe Sacred Poems, which by the Efficacy of 
the Holy Spirit, accompanying the Muſick 
and Expreſſions of them, excite in their Souls 
holy fallies and flights from theſe Houſes of 
Clay, to the Manſton of Glory. Inſomuth, 
that whatever bath been ſaid of the Efficacy 
of Muſick, in exciting all the different Pal- 
lions ard AﬀeCtions of Man,oſwaginy Grict 


| 


of the Mind,'may in a more eminent manner 

be attributed to the Divint Charms of David's 

Myſtical Harp. Lag SEQ 
There | 
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'The Contents of the Book of PSALMS. 
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There is no Evil Spirit, whom this Muſick 
doth not drive away; no Stones, which 11 doth 


no Grief, oven which it doth- hot trizemph: 
Wherefore every Chriſtian, how eminent and 
proſperous', or how mean and miſerable ſoever 
his Condition maybe , ought to Read and 
| Meditate this Book with preat application , 
| 2 order to atcuſtom himſelf to the peculiar 
ſtyle and language of the Spirit of G 0D, 
which is there made uſe of; being aſſured, that 
| phen he. has once well reliſhed the wondcr- 
| working efficacy and ſweetneſs of it , that 
it will be to his Soul as a refreſhing and 
reviving Dew , which will make him fre(h 
and flouriſhing, ard fruitful in all good 
Works; and will find no preater pleaſure, 
| than in carrying it in his Heart, Mouth and 
| Hands, as an afſured Preſervative and never 
| failing Antidote againſt the malignant Con- 
| tagion of the World, and the Corruption 
| that reigns init. To which purpoſe alſo this 
| holy Book is frequently recommended to us 
| by the Holy Spirit in the Old Teſtament, as 
well as by our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt and his 


not move'; no Forcits, which it'dath not ſhake ;| 


I'O 


| >) 


Þ 


| 


'Jaft Tranſlators of the Bible, ths indeed 


O 


of a Plalter, or Pſalms, which Word the 
Sacred Pen-men of the New Teſtament 
hage {iktwife retained;, whith afterwards 
habbetn alle adopted by'the Latin Tranſla- 
tors, 45 likewiſe by thoſe of all other Chri- 
{tian Nations; and particularly alſo by our 


'the Greck word peculiarly denotes thoſe holy 
\Songs which were plaid with the Fingers on 
Stringed Inſtruments, according to the jipa- 
Aice of the Old Teſtament in the Taber- 
nacle and Temple... _ 

Theſe holy Hymns are commonly called 
The Pſalms of David , becauſe David 
endowed by the Holy Spirit with this parti- 
cular Gift (as it is ſaid 2 Sam. 23. 1, 2.) of 
Compoſing the Sweet Songs of Iract » was | 
the Author of the greateſt part of them; the | 
irefl of them having been Compoſed by thay 
Prophets and Men of GOD, as Mofes, | 


\Afaph,&c. The whole being ſince put together |. 


\by Ezra ( as it is ſuppoſed) after the Baby-| 
loniſh Captivity, into one Body, in the ſame 
|Method as we have them now, wherein the 
'order of Time, when each 
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Hymn or Pfalm 
Apoftles in the New z which, by the ſpecial | | was made is not obſerved. === | 
| Wiſdom axd Goodneſs of G OD, has been | | The Jews have divided this Book (which 
| conſigned to the Church in the form of-| \is alſo called the Book of Pſalms by our 
' Hymns or Songs, to make them the more | [Saviour Jeſus Chriſt , Luke 20. 4.2.) into 
taking, as well as of a more familiar ſe , and 39 five Partitions, whereof the firſt ends with | 
| more eaſe to be remembred. " | \the 4iſt Plalm, which 4s concluded with 
' The Hebrews have given this Book the | \Amen and Amen; the ſecond with the end 
Title of TEHIL LIM, or by way of Con- | 'of the 72d Plalm , which alſo ends with 
| ' {Amen and Amen, with theſe Words, The 


' tration TILLIM, that 35 10 ſay, Hymns | 
' or Songs of Praiſe, becauſe a great part of Prayers of David the Son of Feſſe arc 
'ended ; the third ends with Pſalm 89, and 


the Pſalms are 'ſo ; this Book indeed being 

nothing elſe, but a ColleEtion of Songs truly | |is likewiſe concluded with Amen and Amen ; | : 
Spiritual, which have been diflated by Divine | 'the fourth with the 106th Pfalm , whoſe | + 
Inſpiration, to teach us to praiſe and cele- | Concluſion is Amen, Hallelujah; and the *- 
' brate the Name of the LORD, as we 40\fifth Partition with the 150th or /aft Pſalm, | © 
ought. | \mbich ends with Hallelujah, that is to ſay, | 
The Greek Interpreters of the Old Te- | Praiſe the LORD. | 
 ſtament, have called this Book by the Name | | 
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| Pen'd by King SOLOM ON, from the 


| as well in Divine as Human matters ) and 


' | publick or private. 


| they can have , as infinitely: tranſcending 
| whatſoever the Heathen Pluloſophers , and 


THE CONTEN 


® og 
Te > we V ey <a —_ ales _ " 1 _ 
? a _ 
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Of the Proverbs of SOL 0 M O N. 


em 


"'\#; Book, a the Title of it imports, 
contains a great number of exquiſite 
Sentences, Holy and full of Inſtruction , 


Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit ( who had 
adorned him with an extraordinary Wiſdom, 


which G OD, of his great Goodnefs, has been 
pleaſed ſhould be preſers/d and ſet down in 


Aion of his Church. 


Ir treats of the Divine and Truc Wil. 


| dom; of the Fear of GOD, and of the| 


Supreme good of Man. In it we find! 
many excellent Lcflons concerning our Duty 
to G OD, 10 Our Neighbour ,. and our | 
Selves, in whatſoever ſtate or condition any 
of us may be in the World , together with 
conſiderable Promuſcs of happineſs and life | 


which is to come. And all this interlaced | 
with faithful Warnings againſt all ſorts of | 
Sins contrary to the firſt and ſecond Table 
of the Law of GOD, and particularly} 
againſt Whoredom and Adultery. So that 
this Book may with good Reaſon be account-| 
ed, An ovng Fourtain with ſaving, 
Inflruflions, about all things that may ſerve 
to. condutt and form us to a Lite and 
Converſation , wiſe , religious ; 


| and well- 
leaſing to GOD in any Calling what-| 
Hg whether common or particular, 
IWherefore alſo this 
Book owght to be highly and carefully recom- 
mended to all Chriſtians, as containing the 


moſt perfe and ſulleſt Moral Inſtructions 


_—— _—o_ 


| Wiſe Men of the Wotld , have ever been 
able to comprize or ſet down in Writing 


= 


« 


roncerning Mm, the Nature of Man, 
the Supreme Good, Vertue and Vice, 
GTC Þ.:--. , s | 


| As to what concerns the ColleEtion of all 


[Solomon , according as appears from the 
excellent Introduction and Preface com- 
prizd in the Nine firſt Chapters, which 
contain little elſe but the Praiſes of the 


Writing, | for the common and perpetual Inftru-|1o|Divine Wiſdom in general, and in pani- 


cular of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who 3s the 
{Word and Eternal Wiſdom of the Fa- 
ther, has Pen'd them himſelf as far as the 
Twenty fifth Chapter, and that the follow- 


were Colleled and Tranſcribed by the Com- 
mand of good King Hezckiah , whilft he 
was reforming Matters relating to Religion 
and Piety, which were fallen to decay during 


in this preſent World , as well as in that |, g|tÞe Reign of ſome of his Predeceſlſors, . out 


of Solomons own Memoirs, or of fome other 
'boly and famous Man, inſpired by the Holy 
Spirit. | 

| The Thirtieth Chapter contains the Words 
'of Agur; and the laſt CWaptcr, the Inflru- 
Hons which Solomons Mother gave to 
him, which he 1t only received and approv'd 
| of , but alſo thought fit to tranſmit them to 
[tbe Church of GOD, for the general Inflru- 
Clion of all. | 


And tho this Book do not contain all the 


mon , of which mention is made in the Firſt 
Book of the Kings, the fourth Chapter and 
Two and thirticth Verſe ; yet it contains 
the fum and marrow of them , and all that 
G 0 D thought fit ſhould be conſigned to the 
ſe and perpetual Edification of the Church 
throughout all Ages. 


etl 


GS; T H 


theſe Sentences into one Book, it ſeems that | 


ing Chapters,from Twenty five unto Thirty, | 


[Three thouſand. Proverbs uttered by Solo- | 
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Of the Book of Eccleſiaſtes, called in the Hebrew Koheleth. 


| Any Learned Men are of Opinion , 
| that Solomon wrote this Book in 
bis 01d Age, towards the end of his Lite, after 
that he had repented of his fearful Apoſtacy 
from the pure Worſhipot GOD, to that of 
idols; and therein declares by the inſpiration 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and before the whole 
Church of GOD, the great ſorrow and regret 
he had conceived for his Lite , moſt earneſily 
| deteſting it as mere Vanity and Vexation of 
Spirit , uncapable of affording a Man any 
| true Peace, or ſolid content ard ſatisfaction 
| of Mind, much leſs of leading him to the 
| enjoyment of the Supreme Good and Eternal 
| Salvation. = 
| His aim and deſipn alſo is, to conduft all 
| others by his Example to Godlineſs and 
| Vertue. To this purpcſe he firſt of all gives 
| a deſcription of the whole courſe of his Lite, 
| and that whereon he had chiefly founded his 
delight and fatisfattion. Afterward he 
' relates, how he alſo had been a preat 0b- 
| ſerver of the Lives and Converſatian of 
| Men, and examined the ſeveral things they 


| employ their ſtudies about, and for which they | 


| endeavour with the greateft application , as 
ſuppoſing to find happuicſs and content in 


them, and that he had found them all 10 be| 


Vanity, and ſuch as engaged Men in fin and 
| prophancſs. | | 

| SHurthermore, he declares and poſitively 
| aferts, {hat the World, its 200d things, its 
pleaſures, irs accidents, its vicifſitude ,. its 
| orders and cuitoms being all Vicious, or at 
leaſt corrupt and tainted by the Vanity Sin 
| bas introduced into it ; That. becauſe all things 
\in it are vaniſhing in their continuance, 
uncertain in their condutt , unequal in their 
| tenor, and devoid of any durable Felicity ;| 
| @ wife Man muft not place his hopes in them, 
' or fix his Heart upon them, ſo as paſſionately 
[10 defire the good things in it, or think to 
| amend or auoid all its diſorders and evils; 
but that he ought moderately to rejoyce him- 
ſelf, withoat vexation or covetouſneſs, but 
yet with care and diligence in bis lawful 
Calling, in the ſhort and temporary enjoy- 


ju 


»o 


3O 


40 


ment of the Blcflings he hath received from 


|the liberal Hand oft GOD, conforming his | 
\monons of Joy or Sorrow , according to the 50 


variety of times and accidents,that happen itt 


| 
| 


O 


= | 
this Life by the diſpenſation of the All-wiſc 
Providence of GOD,who governs and diſpoſeth | 
all things in this World as beſt pleaſes him , 
and that they are not at all ſubjef to the | 
uncertainty and hazard of Chance , as ſome 
moſt falſly imagine. | 
| And laſt of all, he exhorts all Men to give | 
up and reſign themſelves to the Conduit of 


obeying him faithfully, and by conflanily apply- 


(ing themſelves to all manner of g00d Works; 
ſetting continually before their Eyes, eſpecially 
i\whilft they are yet young , vigorous 2nd 
healthy , the uncertainty of this Life, the | 
unavoidable certainty of Death, the terroar of 
the juſt Judgment of GOD, and the Joys 
of Eternity : So.that this Book may well of 
right be called, The Treaſwe of Maxims and 

Inflrudions concerning true Felicity,and the | 


chick good of Man. 


tion of this Books, it 3s called Kohelcth in 
Hebrew, and in Greek, Eccletiaſtes. 


in the whole Scripture, except in 1his Book, 


are in their own nature, as poor Sheep that are 
wandring and loſt ; but G 0 D ſends his Ser- 
vants, as ſo many geod Shepiterds to aſſemble 


Some conclude this word to be one of the Names 
of Solomon, who was alſo called Jedidjah 
and Lemuel ; and one thing that inclines 
them to this Opinion is, becauſe this Word, tho it 


truce Wiſdom, by fearing GOD ſincerely, 


As to what concerns the Title or Inſcrip- 


This 


rord Koheleth, which we do not meet with. 


[comes from the Root Kahal , which fignifies to. 
|Aſlemble or Call rogerther ; ſcrbat this word 
ſignifies a Perſon or Soul which gathers or 
icalls others together : For indeed all Men 


and call. them together from their ſtrayings. 
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be of a Feminine termination , #5 notwith- + 
ſtanding joyned to a Maſculine Verb, Amar *: 
Koheleth. And as to the Greck Word. Eccleſi= * 
aſtes, that ſignifies properly a Preacher ; which *': 
3s not to be underſtood, as if Solomon had : 
publickly Preached before the People, but be- |! 
cauſe in this Book he ſets forth an excellent |: 
Sermon or Homily , frll of moſt edifying * 
Inſtructions and Exhortations. Others again 
underfland by this Word , one who by a publick | - 
—— in the Church, publickly confeſſeth | 
the Sins be hath committed, - and reflifies his © 
ſincere Repentance, which was the Cuſtom of 
he Primituye Church, is 
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'raoh King of Egypt; as was alſo the 


"Of the Sohg of +8.O L'O M ON. 


HE Author of this Book 5 Solo- 

mon, who indifled it under the Condudt 
and Inſpiration of the . Holy Ghoſt. It 5 
called, by way of Excellence, the Song of 
Songs; becauſe it is the higheſt and divineſt 
Strain of all thoſe many Hymns which that 
wiſe King compoſed in his Life-time,and is a 
kind of Epithalamium or Nuptial Pocm, 
made up of divers Parts upon the 


Spiritual | 


Marriage, which Chriſt has been pleaſed to 10 


| Coritraft with his Church. It is made in 
_ | form of a Dialogue between Jeſus Chriſt as | 

| the Bridegroom;; and the Church as his | 

' Spouſe, under the Type, or at leaft upon | Man muſl ſtrip himſelf of all ſenſual Thoughts, 
| occaſion of the Marriage conſummated between | |and carnal AffeAions, when he applies himſelf 
' King Solomon and the Daughter of Pha- | |to the Reading and Meditating on this Book , 
45th; "land that he that would underſland the deep | 
' Plalm; and accordingly, ſometimes we ſhall | |Myſteries therein containd, to his Edifica-' 
| find here the Friends and Bridemen of the | | 
' Bridegroom, as well as the Bridemaids and 20|twre, ſetled and enlightned Judgment, and 
Companions of the Bride, brought in as with ſpiritual Thoughts and holy Aﬀe- | 
 InterJocutors iz this Holy and Myſtical | |Etions: For tho the Expreſſtons herein made | 
| Poem. 
; By the Friends of the Bridegroom we | AﬀeCtions, which contra and knit chaſte 

may underſtand the good and holy Prophets | |and holy Marriages here on Earth , and ſo, 


Fd 


tion and Comfort , muſt come to it with a ma- 


o 
v 


the Conditicn and Ccnſlitution of the Church 
of GOD 'npm Earth, ber Duties, Vertues, 
Blemiſhes and Detects. 

TheJewiſh Rabbics would not permit that 
any perſan, who had not attained tc the Age of 
Thirty years, ſhould read the firſt three 
Chapters of Genefis, the beginning and end 
of Ezekiel, or this Song of Solomon: And 
tho perhaps there may have been t00 much of 
Superſtirion in this their Prohibition yet 
it is not without cauſe , that we are carefully 
warned by the Ancient Doctors, as well of 


the Synagogue as of the Church, that a 


ſe of, are drawn from the tender and honeſt | 


of the Old Teſtament, the Apoſtles of the | [ths more indirecUy, ſerve to recommend the 
New, and generally all faithful Paſtors and ſame; yet becauſe the Holy Ghoſt 3s pleaſed 
Teachers of the Church ; and by the Brides | |to repreſent to us under tbeſe Notions , ſuch 


who ſincerely confeſs the Name of Jeſus 3! 


Chritt, and profeſs his true Doctrine : But 


under the Names of Bridegroom and Bride | 
 #s repreſented here in figured and allegorical 
Expreſſions, the great and ardent Lowe of 
Jeſus Chriſt towards his Spouſe, which is the 
Church, and the great Benefits ſhe receives 
from bim, and how vehemently the Spoulſc, | 
the Holy Church doth languiſh and pant: 
after ber deareſt Bridegroom , till ſhe be 
indiſſolubly and eternally united to him in &o to his great and unutterable Joy and Satiſ- 
| Heaven. In this Book is alſo repreſented | fadtion. 


' Companions, we may underſtand all thoſe | high, tranſcendent and adorable Myſteries, we | 


muſt have a ſpecial care not 20 profane or 


defile them by a carnal and corrupt Senſe. 


Wherefore he that is in good earneft deſirous 


" profit and edifie himſelf by this more than 


excellent and divine Poem, he muſt bring | 


along with him a great Purity of Heart, 
and a Soul wholly on Fire with the Sweet 
Love of Jeſus ; and if ſo, he will not fail to 


meet with the .moſt illuminating IlnſtruCt | 


ons and ſurpaſſing Comforts that can be, 


LIES 


Of the Prophecy of the Prophet I'S ATA H. 
[SATAH 3 the fit and chiefeſt of the jerry concerning the great Benefits and 
greater Prophets, as well in regard of the | _ [Priviledges Chriit has purchaſed for bis Ele&t, 
excellent Matter he treats of,as of his admira- | \and the Condition of the,Church of GO D, 
| ble, ſublime and raiſed Style. In the 1 2 farit | as well here upon Earth , as in the Lite to 
Chapters of. this Book of his Prophelies, he | |come. | 
treats of ſeveral Heads. which particularly | All which things the Prophet deſcribes 
concern the Jews, whom he cenſurcs arfd| |with ſo much clearneſs and evidence , that he 
reproves freely and boldly,teachcs excellently, | |ſeems rather to write a Hiſtory of things paſt 
exhorts ſeriouſly, and comforts patherically. |and done , than a Prophecy of things yet to 
From the 1 3th Chapter wnto the 29th, he ſets |10|come. Which is the Reaſon why ſome of the | 
down thoſe Prophelics which regard Forcin| |Ancient Fathers were of Opinicn, That Iaiah | 
Nations and Pcople, that were Enemics to! i\might with as much right be called an Evan-| 
the Jewiſh Nation, as /tkewiſe ſome relating | geſt, as a Prophet, becauſe in many places | 
zo the Ten Tribes , who had divided them-| |be ſpeaks as clearly concerning the Perſon, 
ſelves from Judah and Benjanun, denouncing  |Ofhce «nd Miracles of JESUS CHRDT, 
very ſevere Judgments and heavy Puih- | 
ments againſt them: Amongſt which norwith-| 
flanding arg, mingled wery comtortable. 
Promuſcs of the Grace and Mercy of GO D 
to thoſe who repent ,' whereof they ſhould be 20, Evangchilt. 
made partakers by having an Eye to the Mcl- 
fiah, that was to come. 
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many Hundred years before his Incarnation, | 
as the Apoſtles and Doors of the New | 
Teſtament have done ſince ; upon which 
account alſo he is called by ſome the Futth | 


' As for what concerns the Perſon of Iaiah; | 
tis generally held, that his Father Amos was 


Pn ee OA AMI caps athens Ne 4 


From Chapter 29th to Chapter 36h, is 
ſpoken concerning the defl-uflion of the City 
of Jeruſalem by rhe Babylonians, and of the 
Captivity or Tranſportation of rhe Jews 
out of their own Country 10 Babylon; which 
| are enterlaced with ſeveral exccllent and 


comfortable Paſlages, concerning the Reign 

of Chriit. From the 36th 10 the goth Chap- 30 
cer, 5 recorded the Hutory of King Hezc- 
kiah,tazen out of 2King.18. and 2Chron.2 2. 
From the goth tothe 4.9th Chaprer, the Pro- 
phet forerels the Coming ot Jeſus Chriſt, 
axd the Spiritual Deliverance of h;s Church, 
fhgured by the Deliverance of the Jews from 
' the Captivity of Babylon by King Cyrus, 
 & alſo their Reſtauration and Settlement in: 
their own Country. From the 49th Chap- 
ter 70 the End of the Book , are ſet down 40 
ſeveral very clear Propheſics concerning the 
Pcrſon and Office of JESUS CHRIST 
and his Kingdom, which ſhould be extended 
throughout all the World, of his Paſſion, his 
Death and Glorification ; as alſo of the 
[Preaching of the Goſpel, ard the Calling 
of the-Genriles, who were to be joyned and. 


Brother 0 Azariah King of Judah; ſo that | 


this Prophet, as to his Extraction, was ar 
Illuſtrioas Perſon, as being a Prince of che | 


Blood: G0 D's methcd always having been 


to Call Perſons of all ſorts of Condittons to 
the Prophetical Office, as well thoſe of the | 
higheſt, as of the loweſi Quality. | 

As 10 the time in which he Prophefied, it | 
appears by the farit Verle of the Firſt Chaprer | 
of this Book, that he prophelicd in the days | 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, 
Kings of Judah. And if we compute the years 


'of the Reigns of theſe four Kings , we muſt | 
conclude, that [{aiah prophelied at leaft 4.5 : 


or 50 years, beginning them with the laſt year 
of Uzziah (in which year he ſaw the Viſion | 
that is deſcribed chap. 6.) and ending then: 
with the 14h year of HKing Hezckiah ; in 


which the Ambaſſadors of the King of Ba- | 
| bylon came to C ongratulate his Recovery, as | 
may be ſeen 'chap. 39. and 2 Kings 20. But. 
if the Prophet Iſaiah (as ſome affirm) lived 
till the Reign of King Manafich, by whoſe | 
Command he was Sawn aſunder,it will follow | 
that he Preached 60 or 64 years , and conſe | 


incorporated with his People the Jews; in likes quently, that he lived to a very great Ape. 
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per{picuity of Jeſus Chriſt and his Church, 


; 
' paſs till many Ages after. 


| Amongſt other Viſions this holy Prophet 


| had, the following was one of the moſt 


| conſiderable. G O D-appearcd to him in 
| bis Majeſty, and to uſe the words of S. Fohx 


' with the Scraphims » who cried to one 


' another, (or it you will, anſwered to one 


| another, asinaConſort , that Divine Hymn 


- i in order of all the Prophets , may 


Royal Extraftion, (being a 
' Prince of the Blood)his excellentPrety,his 1n- 
1mitable and divine Eloquence,and hisclear 
diſcovery of Things to come, do all agree 
co make him a Man alcogether extraordi- 
nary. He ſpeaks with that clcarneſs and 
that he hath always been moſt+ juſtly 
eſtecmed to be an Evangeliſt, rather than a 
Prophet, and an Hiſtorian, who related 
matters paſt and done, than a Man who 
forctold things that were not to Come to 


| who ſat upon a high Throne , ſurrounded 


| 


Forty + Ws nb 19. ; eſteemed the firſt and 
Prophecied above un hundred C[NIC(Cſt of them all : His| 


yeu's. 


che Evangeliſt, He ſaw the glory of GOD, 


' 
EB 
| 


' 
| 
' 
| 


| 
| 


| which the Chwrcb ſtill ſongs in her holy Ser-| |aboi 
' vice,) Holy! Holy! Holy LORD GOD of| {deſtitute aftlicted.and rormented,of whom 
| Hoſts, Heaven and Earth are full of thy Glory L 30/the World was not worthy. 


Tſaiah, at this clear and full view of the 


| Divine Majefly,abated himfclt in the deepeſt! 


; humilicy , acknowledging himſelf co be a 
| Manot impure Lips, and therctore unfic| | . 
| either ro ſee himfelt, or todeclareto others} |/trengrbned in the ways of David his Father, 


| thegreat things GOD had vyouchfafed to! |as Iſaiah had commanded him, who was a great | 


| ſhew unto him. Whilſt he was thus com-!| 


. Pg a4 


I © 


20 


engage themſelves in that Sacred Fania, 
and how carneſtly they ought to beg of 


'faith) 4 whole Fire, for to refine them , and 
make them as pure as they ought to be. 

Iſaiah the Prophet ( according to the 
Tradition of the Fews and Fathers of the 
Church) died , after he had ſucceeded an 
hundred years, in the Perſecution raiſed by 
King Manaſſeh , who cauſed him to. be 
Sawed aſunder with a Wooden-Saw , that he 
might take away hisLife by the moſt violent 
Pains that could be invented. The Death 
of this Saint, ſo precious in the Eyes of 
GOD, 1s expreſly recorded in the Epiſtleto 
the Hebrews , wr So the Apoſtle expreſſeth 
himſelt in theſe terms, concerryng the Ver- 
tuc and Sufferings of the holy Prophets and 
Martyrs; They were tortured, not accept- 
ing of deliverance, that they might obtain 
a better Reſurrefion; others had trial of 
\Mockings and Scourgings, of Bonds and Im- 
priſonment ; they were Stoned, they were 
Sawn aſunder, they were tempted , they 
were ſlain with the Sword; they wandred 
about in Sheeps-skins and Goat-skins, being 


| And Jeſus Syrach, the Author of Eccle- 


fiafticus, gives Commendation of this |. 
(holy Prophet in theſe words ; Hezekiah did | 


the things that pleaſed the LORD, and was 


Prophet, and faithful in his Viſion. In his 


| took a Live-coal;from the Altar, and flew 4g 
' with it to 1ſaiah, and touched his Lips! 


| therewith, afſuring him,that by that means! 
| bis Inzquity was taken away , and his Sins: 


| purged. | 

' As ſoon as he had received this Aſſu- 
| rance from the Arnge/, and perceived in 
| himaſclf che cfic& of this Divine Fire , he 
| preſented himielt readily , to preach and 
| declare to the People, whatſoever 1t ſhould 
' pleaſe GYD to charge him with. This holy 
| Prophet (as the Fathers tcll us) tcaches the 
| Miniſters of the Goſpel, how great a Purity 
| Liey ought ro beendued with, before they 


: 
: 


Y 


[ 


| 


1 
| 
; 


oO 


plaining of his own Unworthineſs, one of | (days the Sun went backward, and he lengthned 


the Seraphims that was about the 7Throne,| |the Kings Lite : He ſaw by an excellent gift 


of the Spirit, what ſhould come to paſs at the 
laſt, and he comforted thoſe that Mourned in 
Zion: He ſhewed what ſhould come to. paſs 
for ever till the end of Timc,and ſecret things 
before ever they hapned. 


that read his Prophecy as they ought, will 
find the. teltimony of the Spirit of GOD 
proclaiming him a great and true Prophet 
indeed, and confirming the truth of his 
Prophefies by an inconteſtable Eyidencg 
and Demonſtration. = 
T1HE 


monies 1n praiſe of this holy Prophet, my 


— 


But there 1s no need to add more Teſti- | 


— 


GOD, That he would be plcaſed to feng} 
down from Heaven not only a Live-Coal |. . 


as he did to this Prophet ; but (asS. Bernarg| © 
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| 
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| 
| in this Book, by the Command of GUD | 


3s alſo called Jechoniah, and Coniah )}ard 
a 


| 
' 
ſ 


| manner, becauſe of their great and abominable 


' SinS; he foretels and denounces to them the 
| moſt dreadful Judgments of G9 D, which 
| were ready to overtake them, particula#y the 
| delrution of the City of Jeruſalem , he! 
| Temple, ad their Country, by the Arms of | 
| the King of Babylon; together with their | 
| Captivity in Babylon, the Continuance | 


| thereof , and all the Calamitics annexed to BO\laſtly deliverd bim out of Priſon by the 


| that State; all which he moft lively repre- 
| ſents to them, as in a Looking: Glaſs, that 
| flatter d not, as well for the conviCtion of | 
' the Impenitent and Rebellious, as for the | 
| Inſtruction and Warning of the Jult, with 
| Words of a ſingular Emphaſis and Energy, 
ratified and ſealed by manifold Divine Signs | 
| and Tokens, by his ſerious Mourning, Com-| 
paſſionate Lamentations,end earneſt Prayers, | 


| mingled with bitter Tears , and ſad Com: go 


, 


ments, which, like a Deluge were ready 10 
 overphelm them, and which (not long after, 
't0 his great Heart-breaking) he was fain to 
be a Spectator of. 

| And, on the other hand, he is not wanting to 
comfort and ſtrengthen the ſmall afflicted Re- 
mainder of Repcnting and Believing Souls, 
partly by very comfortable and clear Prophelies 


[Plaints, as foreſeeing the approaching Judg- E 


tyity of Babylon, their Return to their ' 


[ 


lfo,11d of the New Teſtament z but more particu- 
larly by very exprefs and clear Propheſies, 


| leaft of them gave no hopes to expe their (29) amply, gloriouſly, and meſt comfortably. 
As:to the Events and other Paſlages the | 
\Prophet relates in this Book, they partly 


thither, he was [et at liberty by King Nebuc- | 
'hadnezzar's General, and very kindly treated 
'by him ; alſo of his going to Prince Gedaliah 
whone the King' of Babylon had made Go- | 
VErnour over the Land ; and how after Geda- 


own Country, and other Favours GO D 
would beſtow upon themz which he perſpice- 


many Divine Signs, and wonderful Viſions ; 
and alſo by many horrible Judgments de- 
nounced againſt their Enemies that had 


Proud and Tyrannical Babylon, being an 
expreſs Figure of the Myſtical Babylon 


concerning the Spiritual Deliverance of 
| Gods People by the Meſſiah , Our Lord 
Jeſus Chritt, concerning whoſe Perſon,Offfce, 
his Covenant of Grace, the Preaching of 
the Goſpel, the Catholick Church compos'd 
of Jews and Gentiles, and of the Salyation 
\and abundant Blcſling of that Church (as 
well Triumphant as Military) he Prophefies 


| 
[91 


ouſly ſets before their Eyes , and backs with | 


affliited them, and eſpecially againſt that | 


| 
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reſpe his own Perſon, viz., what Suffcrings 
be expos d himſelf to by © theſe PrediCtions, 


| 


from Kings, Princes, Pricits, Falſe Prophets, 
and Common People, ard more particularly 


how GOD graciouſly ftrengthned him in his | 
weakneſſes, preſery'd him in dangers, and 


Babylonians, and how not long after, when he 
was to go to Babylon with other of his 
Country-men that were carrying Captives 


liah had been traiterouſly Marther d by Iſh- | 
mael, he was (together with Baruch) carried 


Pervice, (as ſome ancient Writers tell us) they | 


| But beſides theſe things concerning his 'own 
nn, he alſo ſets down the afiual accompliſh- 
1CONC erning their Deliver alICCc from the Cap- 50 went of ſeveral.of bis Propheſics,as the SICgE | 


of Jeruſalem by the Babylonians,the miſerable 


| 


into Egypt by thoſe Rebellious Jews that had 
hill d Gedaliah, where be continued in much 
ſorrow with them. foretelling their uttet ruin 


nd deftruftion, becauſe of their incorrigible 
bltinacy and Rebellion ; for which good 


toned him at laſt. 


ſtate 


from his own Fcllow-Citizens of Anathoth , | ' 
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192 The Contents of the Lamentations of TEREMIAH. 


| fare of the City during the Siege, the raking | jafter the DcſtruQtion of Jeruſalem, amdngft 
and deftruftion of the City , of the Temple } {he Jews which remained in Judca, and after- 
and Country, and the carrying the Pcople grds in Egypt, is wncertain. Thijs only is 
| Captive to Babylon, and what became of the | femarkable, That Jeremiah under Zedekiah 
Jews that were left in Judea and Eg pr. t Jeruſalem, amongſt the Jews which were 
The Prophet Jerenuah begar ro Prophecy | left in Judea,and Ezekiel in Babylon,amongft 
the third year of King Joſiah (Chap. 1,2.)| {|rhoſe that were carried away Caprtives with 
who was the Grandchild of Manaſſch, under | Jehojachim, did both of them prophecy at 
whom ſome think that the Prophet Iſaiah | [the ſame rime the wery ſame Things concern- 
was Sawn in pieces, Amon's Reign of 2 years þ ojing the deſtruction of Jeruſalem,theTemple, 
only interceding. between thoſe two Kings, ſo| and whole Country, and both of them alſo ſur- 
| th t Jeremiah followed ſoon after Iſaiah the |wived 10 be Eye-witneſles of the accompliſh- | 
| Prophet. But how long Jeremiah propheſicd | |ment of their Propheſics and Denunciations. 
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His Book bears the Title of LAMEN-| {Hannah, 1 Sam. chap.2. andthe Song of the 
 TATIONS, which ſeems to be taken | - |Bicſſed Virgin Mary, Lake chap. i. 

from 2 Chron. 35 . 25. and ſufficiently informs Tis not. certainly known when Jeremiah| 
25 concerning the Subject Matter it contains, | * |wrote this Book ; ſome are of Opinion, that a 
VIZ. the dolorous and ſad Complaints which| \part of it was written, immediately after the 
the Prophet makes in his own Name, and of | [Death of good King Joſiah ; after whoſe 
the whole Church , »pon occaſion of the La- | Deach the Jewiſh State and Goyernment 
mentable defolation of the Kingdom of | |ſuffered a manifeſt eclipſe and decay, as may 
Judah and City of Jeruſalem, as well as the [be ſeen, 2 Chron 35. 25. and Zechar.1 2. t 1» 
moſt deplorable ſtate and condition of the 1 oj But others think it was pen'd after the De« 
Jews, who in vaft Numbers were deftroy'd by| \ſtruction of the City and Temple by the | 
War, Famine and Pcſtilence. And is com-| {Chaldeans, and after that the Jews, which for 
| poſed of ſuch exquiſite and Empharical words, | |a time were left in Judea, had been carried 
| and conceived in ſo excellent , ſublime and| |Captives ro Babylon, as the whole Sequel of 
moving a Style, that no Writings whatſoever | |this Book ſeems to import. See Chap.1.3.and 
of the moft Eloquent Heathen Authors, are | |Chap. 2.2. | 
worthy to come in.compariſon with it. However it may be we find that Jexemiah | 

We find indeed up and down in the Scrip- | |having undertaken to ſet forth the Lamentable 

ture other particular Lamentations,as 25am. | {Condition of Judea,and its Inhabicants,begins 
Chap.1.19, &c. por the Death cf Saul arfd 20 his Lamentation with this Exclamation 
Jonathan; and pon the defolarion of the | |How doth the City ſir ſolitary that was full 
City Tyre, Ezek. 28.12. But this Book of | |of Pcople,Gec. but at the Jame time he repre- | 
Jeremiah reſpefiing a general Calamity | [ſents ro them their heinous and manifold Sins, 
which involved the whole People of GOD, | jand exhorts them to Repentance, and Prayers 
doth alone bear and retain the Name of | |for Mercy, as alſo to Paticnce , and neceſſary 
Lamentations amongſt all Chriſtian Na- | | confidence in expefling a favourable ]/ue. 
tions; even as the Song of Solomon, | | The intention of the Prophet not being to caft 
| only by way of Excellency bears that Title, | |Men into exceſſive Sorrow, which diſſolves 
notwithſtanding that many excellens Hyrans| |the Natural T ye there is between the Patience 
and Songs of Praiſe are ſet down in Holy 9 and Silence of the Faithful ; but to inflruft us - 
Scripture, as 7n Exod. Chap. 15. we find | . | to acknowledge the Finger of GOD, in the 
the Song of Moſes and the Childreh of | |Calamities which overtahe the Church , to 
| Tracl, with that of Miriam and the Jewiſh | [diſpoſe us to an humble ſubmiſſion of our 
Women, for their Deliverance, and the ozer- ſelves under his Hand, to a patient and quiet 
throw of Pharaoh in the Red-Sea; that of | [bearing of his Chaſtiſements, and to confidence 
Deborah in the 5th Chapter of Judges; of | | and Fe hn in bis Promiſes. | 
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E oly rophet Feremiah was a 

Mar of admirable Vertze, as appears 
Bk from the teſtimony G 2D 
EN 165% tae gives of him in. theſe 


foſus Chrit 629. 398 Fr Words; Before 1 formed 
| Pe MES thee in theBelly I knew thee, 
and before thou cameſl forth out of the Womb 


1 ſanfified thee, and I ordained thee to be a 


endeayour'd to excuſe himſelf of the Com- 
miſſion GOD had charged him with, by 
alledging that he was a Child, and could 
not expreſs himſelf, nor ſpeak as he ought, 
| of as became at) Ambaſſadour of the Great 
GOD of Heavenand Earth, the LORD pur 
forth his Hand and toiiched his Mouth, and 
 faid unto him ; Behold, I have put my words 
into thy mouth, and I have this day ſet thee 
; over Nations and: over Kingdoms , 10 root out, 


plant. 

He began to Prophecy when he was bur 
Fifteen years of Age, and had many Viftons 
| and Revelations concerning the manifold 
| Miſeries and Calamities, that were to over- 
take the Fews for their manifold Sins and 
Rebellions againſt the LORD, and it is he 
| of all the Prophets, who as he was moſt 
deeply concerhed in them, fo he has 
expreſt them in the moſt moving and 
pathetical Terms, as may be ſeen 1n his 
Lamentations. As he was very ſenſibly 
affke&ted with theſe Calamities himiſelt , 1o 
he foretold them to others with an extra- 
ordinary vehemence and-carneſtneſs; and 
with a great deal of authority and. boldneſs 


GOD had charged him to declare to, the 


THE PROPHET 
______,__ Concerning the Prophet 


Prophet to the Nations. And when Feremiab| 
10 


ſounded forth the dreadful Denunciations | 


People. 


procurcd him the hatred of moſt Men,who. 
regarding him asan object of cheir higheſt 
avertion, were induſtriouſly daily to. ſtir 
up new Perſecutions againſt him. Bur.chis. 
holy Prophet with an Heroick and inſuper- 
able Courage, endur'd all theſe cruel Out- 
rages of his Enemies. He faw , withous: 
being - concern'd , their wicked Deſigns 
againſt him, their Threats, and the Pumſh- 
ments they preparcd for him,; and: was. ſo. 
| far from being intimidated by. all. cheſs; 
| that on the contrary , he declar'd' the- Meſ- 
| ſages he had from GOD with greater heat 
and boldneſs than before. 

Some of the Princes at laſt being enraged 


0! 


kill'd, buc can never be oycrcome. 


z - - 
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[41.8 eremi: "MP Ew” OE wt a 
Sant Javnid, ee re BT 
that the Chaldeans would come and take; 
the City,confpir'd lis Death 5 and addrefling, 
chemſclves to King Zedekjah,, who had a 
Kindneſs for, Feremiah, defired leave of 
him co caſt him into a Dungeon, which was 
n the Priſon, very noyſom' and full of 
Mire; and this weak King, not being able 
co deny their Requeſt , mated the 
holy Prophet to the: Rage of his Adverſarics, 
who immediately cauſed him to be ler. 
down with Cords into the Dunpeon,, where: 
he ſtuck faſt in_the Mire, ka. could not: 
have lived long there;eſpecially conſidering, 
the Famine which chen was in the City, _ 

But one of the Kings Eunachs havin 
'with a great deal of zeal and boldnef! 
repreſented tothe King, the injury done ta: 


\ 


f, | |Feremizh, which would infallibly be che: 
| 10 deſtroy, and ro throw down., to build and to 20icauſe of his Death, and that ſuddenly coo,:| - 


except he were removed thence ; Zedekiah 
ordered the Eanuch to take thirty Mer 
along with him, and. ro take up Feremiah: 
our of the Dungeon, and cver” after prote- 


Enemies. 

S. Hierom adnures, Hem a: ſingle Perſon, 
and one abandoned of all Men, ſhould be able 
70 hold it out againſt a King, all the Princes, 


zo\end Grandces of hjs Court, and a whole: | 


Nation; and acknowledgeth at the fame 
time; 7hat ſo great a Miracle cannot be attri- 
bated to the Weakneſs of Man, but to: the 
Omnipotence of GOD. And accordingly 
we hind, that in-cthe beginning of his. Book: 


a Fertifeed City, that 1s, of proof to reliſt all 
manner - of Attacks and Afſaults what- 


. - [ſoever; and to endue him: with the con- 
This bold and generous Liberty ſoon #0 ſtancy and reſiſtance of an Iron: Pillar and: 


Brazer-Wall, againit the Kings of Judah, 
againſt the Princes. thereof, and againſt all 


ſhould fighr againſt him, bur.ſhould never 
prevail, becauſe-he himſelf; would be with, 
him. | Fe 

This alone: is: the inexhauſtible- Source of. 


|that extraordinary Courage, which has alivays. 


_ in. the Saints, the- reaſon. why no, 
10lence could caſt them down , nor Perſecu-- 
cion-oppreſs them, was; becauſe their-(trengeh: 


thathas G.O D in his Heart, his. Fear before 
his Eyes, his Truth in his Mouth, may be 


&ed him from the rage and. fury:of bis | © 


of Propheſtes, GOD promiſes co make him! : 


the People of the Land; thar/ they indeed: | | 


was from:above. For (as S.Cyprian faith) He | 
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: Of the Book of E Z E K I E L the Prophet. 
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f | 1H the LORD ſuffered Jechomiah or 


Jews, and among ft them Ezekiel the Propher, 
to be carried Captives into Babylon, yet did 
not he altogether forſake them in that their 
Exile condition ; but to evidence, that he was 
fill reſolved to preſerve his own Church 
amongſt them, even in Babylon, and after- 


| wards graciouſly deliver and reftore them to 


their own Country , he raiſed up this excel. 
lent Prophet, by whom he declared to theſe 
Foor Capuves,. in many Vilions, Propheſies 
and Exhortations , the ſame thing he had 
continually propounded by the Prophet Jere- 
my to therr Brethren, who ſtill remained in 
the Country and City of Jeruſalem , ander 
King Zedekiah ; tho a like Incredulity and 
Sbltimate Impenitence, had ſeized thoſe that 
were in Babylon, and their Brethren /eft"in 
Judea. | 

* At Jeruſalem they gave no credit to the 
words of Jeremiah, and made their Mocks 


_ | of thoſe who had delivered themſelves up to; 
[1 


the King of Babylon, and had ſuffered 
themſelves to be carried away Captives , ſup- 


| 
| 


- _ peg 


Poſlcttors of Judea, and that their Captive 
Brechren /hcald continue deprived thereof for 


| ever. Neither did the Jews in Babylon give 
| any more heed or belief to what Ezckiel the 
| Prophet declared ro them from the L ORD, 
| but murmured againſt GOD, ſuppoſing | 


themſeloves more unbappy than their Brethren, 
that were left in the Land , notwithſtanding 
that G OD by Ezckiel, as well as Jeremiah, 
did pronounce moſt terrible Judgments againſt 
them, which they felt ſoon after in the total 


; overthrow and deſolation of their Country, 


So_ OO 


: City and Temple; yet always ſubjoyning to 


tþsſe Denunciations very glorious and com- 
fortable Promiles, To ſuch as did repent, of bis 
Grace and Favour for time to come,as well in 
Temporals, as more eſpecially in Spirituals; 


| and ſevere Judgments againſt all therr Ene- 


———— 


mics and Perfecutors. 
This is the ſum and fubſtance of this Pro- 


phecy of Ezckicl; in the firlt three Chap- 


| eers whereof he deſcribes a moſt admirable and 


| mythical Viſion, by which GOD confirms, 


CCR] — Ce 


| 


————_— v9 | ————_ <0 + 9 


 Jehojachim, with a great Number of 


poſing that themſelves now jhould be the ſcle| 


I © 


20 


30 


40 


CE GEREDpuI=g 


Employment he had lajd upon him; and in 
the following Chapters, until the 25th, the 
horrible Sins of the Jews, eſpecially thoſe why 
were left tn Judea . and thetr approaching 


Murmurings, and Hypocrifie of the Jews 
that were Captives in Baby lon,are grievouſly 


true Repentance, and an expetation in Faith 
of their approaching Deliverance , and the 


Country ; but chiefly by that unutterable 
Grace and Mercy, which G 0 D would pour 
forth upon hi Univerſal Church of Jews and 
Gentiles, by their only Saviour and King 


JESUS CHRIST, with a particular 


advice of the War and extreme Enmity they 
would be expoſed to ſrom Gog and Magog,and 
their Adherents , but with the certain Promiſe 
of an happy iſſue of thgt threatning Danger. 

In the Nine laſt pers » GOD ratifees, 
ſeals and concludes theſe Propheſics in Baby- 
lon, by a great and moſt remarkable Viſion of 
the Structure of a New Temple, of a New 
Divine Service and Worthip; of a New 
Policy or Government of the People of 


and the Holy Spirit, the alone True GOD 
of Iſrael, 35 to be bleſſed and praiſed for ever 


and ever. Amen. 


—_ CT Oe Ln no 


inſtrufts a fortifies him in the Charge and 


{ 
| 
| 


| 


' 
| 


Puniſhmeats , are moſt lively ſet forth and 
[repreſented by many divine Signs, ſpecial 
Viſtons, ſuitable Similicudes and Prophe- | 
tical Cenſures. From thence to the 33th. 
Chapter, G0 D foretels the ruine and deſtry.. 
Aion of many Neighbouring Narions, the | 
Jews Enemzes, v1z. of the Moabites, Ammo. | 
nites, Edomites , (of whom alſo mention js 
made Chap.35.) the Philiſtins, Tyrians,Sido- | 
| nians, and the. Egyptians. 


Afterwards, from Chap. 33 to 4o, the Sins, 
{cenſured by GOD, with an Exhortation tg 


reſtoring and bleſſing of his Church, not only 
by re-eſtabliſhing them again in their own | 


GOD, of aNew lIahericance and a New | 
City ; ard all this for Iſrael and Strangers, | 
repreſenting by Figures comporting with the | 
ſtate of thoſe Times , the bleſſed and happy . 
tucure ſtate of the Church” of GOD, both * 
Military and Triumphant, under their Head | 
and King Jelus Chritt , who with the Father. 
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| che. Eleven firſt years coincide with the! 
Eleven laſt years of Feremiah; he was of the 
| Prieflly Race, as well as Feremiah his Con- 
| remporary. He was amongſt ſome of the 
 firit, that were carried away Captives from 


X 


Exek, 1. 


| of Judah, and he Preached and Prophecied 
in that ſtrange Cozntry, to his Country-men 
that were carried away with him thi- 


ther. 
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HE Holy Prophet Ezekiel Propheſicd 


during the ſpace of 22 years,whereof 


eruſalem to Babylon, with Fechoniah King 


When G 0D at firſt Commiſſioned this 
Prophet tor the great. Work he did intend! 


 rocmploy him 1n, which was to propheſie; 


and declare ro his Countrymen whatſoever! 


| GOD ſhould think fit by Vificns or other-) 


wiſe, to reveal to him for their g00d , he: 
encourages him much in the ſame manner! 


ring him, That becauſe he had to do with! 
the Houſe of Iſrael, who were an impudent; 


and hard-hearted People, he would make! 
' is Faceltrong againtt their Faces, and his! 


Forehead as hard as their Foreheads; yea, 
that he woula make it harder than Flint, 


even as an Adamant, that he might be of! 


proof againlt all their impudent facing-! 


down and abuſing of him. | 


—_—_——— 


1 —_ Ws 4 ww uu nw ws a ww 


c 


ave the ſtrength and courage of a Lior, 
*1n fighting agarnſt their Spiritual Enemies, 
*and enduring all manner of. Aflifions and 
' Perſecutions. Some by their inward and 
Outward Mortifications, and continual 
* Reſignation , daily preſent themſelves as 
|* holy Sacrifices to GOD, and can fay with 
*the Pſalmifl, For thy ſake are we killed all 


'*the day long, and are accounted as Beaſts| 
10| appointed for {laughter ; arid theſe repre- 


* ſented by the Ox. Others eleyating them- 
*ſelves 11 contemplation , upon the Wings 


* Eagle fix their Eyes upon the Sun 1n its] 


* of the Love to Divine Wiſdom, with the 


* full glory; andlaſtly,orhers being of an! 


*excellent Spirit and #nderſtanding , excel 
'*all the relt, as far as a Mar ſurpaſſcch all 
| other Living Creatures. But yet all theſe 
*(how different ſoever their Gifts or Graces 


' bound together by the indiſfoluble Band 
of one and the ſame Faithand Charity. 
The firit Viſron of this Prophet, which he 
faw by the River Chebar, in the fifth year 
'of King Jebcjachins Captivity, concerning 
'the four Living Creatures and the Iheels, 
1s fo full fraught with great Winders and 


|Myſteries, that S.Gregory, who endeavours 
ro explain the fame, makes it appear by, 


This Prophet, ot -all others,was favour'd|;o/what he hath faid of chem, © that there 


by G 0 D with the molt profeund and my/ti-) 
cal Viſions that we find in Scripture, and! 
which always have been lookt upon to be 
of molt difficult underſtanding and cxpli- 
cation, infonuch that the Jews upon this; 
account forbad the Reading of the Begin-/ 
Ing and.cnd of the Buok of this Prophet, 
ro all Perſons that were under the Age of 


remains much more to be ſaid, before we 


can ſound the full depth of the Wiſdom 
that is couched in them. _ He obſeryes 
amoneſt other things, that-theſe Living 
Creatures, which had cach of. them four 
Faces, viz. the Face of a Man, of a Lion, 
of &0x, andot an Eagle, and yet were 
but one Living Creature, do repreſent the 


4 


as before he had done Jeremiah, by aſſu-! 20) may be)are ſtill bur one Body, linked and! 
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[birty years. The Fathers ſay, That pro-| {different Members of the: Church, which | 


bably one cauſe of this obſcurity ot his| 40 Yet. make up but one Body; as alſo, 


Viſions and Prophefies was , becauſe being 
then amonglit an Idolatrous People, GO D; 
did not think it fit, that the Babylonians' 
ſhould comprehend thoſe Secrets, which he! 
was pleaſed to reveal to his Propher, for the! 
comtort of his People, who. themſclyes! 
could not underſtand them , without his; 
particular Grace and 1/lumination. | 

*Some Chriſtians (faith tie fame Father) 


| 
4 
» 
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. 


the 
Union there is between Chriftiazs,- by 
eans of their agreement in one Faith;not- 
withſtanding ſo many outward appearing 
Contrarietiecs amongſt them, which indeed 
Sas wondertul to conlider, as the mixture 
t the differing Faces of thele Eiving Crea- 


zures , ſeems {trange and uncouth ro us, | 
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when repreſented to qur Eyes. .. 
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| *The Second 


Uiſion of Ezekiel. 


——— 
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[The Viſion of. the Prophet Ezckicl, concerning the Reſurreiti on 'of the Dry 


"Bones, which ' upon his Propheſying were covered with Fleſh, and _ 
reftored to Life. — 
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4 Mongft the reſt of the Viſions of the 
2 ' Prophet Ezekiel,chis' here reprefenced 


Anno” Mundi 3 420. 


' 
[- 
' 
p 
: 


| immediately ſaw the execution of it; for 
| with a great noiſe all the Boxes came toge- 


| Prophet Ezekiel this wonderful Viſion, that 


dry 'Dead-mens 'Bones, and having made 
him-go round the Valley , to take a full 


| view of the vaſt number and condition. of 
' them; 'the LORD. demanded -of him, | 
Whether he thought thoſe dry Bones could! 


be: reſtor'd to Lite again? To which the 
Prophet having anſwered, 0 LORD GOD, 
thou knoweſt. He commanded him to Pro- 


ſhould be joyned Bone to his Bone, covered with 
Fleſh and live. No ſooner had.the Prophet 


GOD,.to whom all things are alive , and; 
whoſe Power nothing can reſiſt, but-he 


ther and were covered with Sinews, Muſcles, 
Fleſhand Skjn, but there. was yet no Lite 
in them. Wherefore the LORD again 
commanded che Prophet, to Prophecy to thc 


. concerning the Reſurreion of 
{ before. Cirift 584. . the dry Bones, 15 moſt tamous, 
| and much taken notice of by the-Fathers 
{ of the Church. The Prophet tells us, That 
he was carricd by the Spirit of the LORD, 
| and ſer down in a Valley which was full of 


| declared this to the Bones in the Name of|20 


} 
] 


living Breath, and to command it to come! 
from the four Winds, and to breath upon 


thoſe dead Bodies , that they might /ive ; 


whereupon the ſame Spirit, which was 1a, 


TD 


* | phecy.to thoſe Bones in his Name, That they] GOD, which ſhall be as miraculouſly deli- | 


30,70 only become like a dead Body, but as dry 


ſent they did Iye under , he would az 
miraculouſly 'reſtoreand deliver thetn , ax 
the Prophet had ſeen him miraculouſly 
reſtore thoſe dry Dead Bones to Life, con-| 
ſtrary «co all human poſſibility or expeRa- 
{f10N, 

Now, asG 0 D himſelf here applics this 
Viſion .to the wonderful Deliverance he 
would one day grant the Jews from the 
miſcrable ſtate of Slavery and Captivity 
they were 1n, and that amongſt an Idolz- 
trows People, far from their own C ountry, 
without the comfort of thoſe many Privi-| 
Icagesand Advantages they enjoyed there | 
above all other Nations of the World; fo 
'wemay as truly apply it to the Church of 


vered-from her ſtate of Deadneſs, Apoſtacy, 
Captivity and Bondage , wherein ſhe is ar 
preſent in Spiritual Babylon, as theſe dead 
Bones were contrary toall hopes and ouwr- | 
ward poſſibility joyned together Bone to | 
;his Bone, and raiſcd to Life. | 

GOD alſo would put us in mind by 
this Viſion,, That how deſperate ſoever the 
condition of Sinners may ſeem to be, who | 
have been a long time habituated to Sin, and 
grown old in Tranſgreſſions, aud are thereby 


' 


[Bones; yet that he to whom all things are 
poſſible, and who calls thoſe things that are 
n0t, as tha they were , can raiſe them again to | 


the Creation breathed by GO Dinto the firlt] |the Life of Righteouſneſs' and Holineſs, and 


Man, after that he 


'had -made his Body .o 
immediately they ſtood u 
andliv'd,and werean excee 

After that the LORD had 


ewed the! 


he might nor be ignorant of the meaning 


of Iſrael, wholooked upon themſelves (in| 
the condition they were then in, being| 


which had no hopes ever to live again, 
thar is, to be reſtored .to thoſe manittld} 


advantages they once enjoyed in their; 
\ own:Country. But GOD 
Ezekiel to aſſure them, That notwithitand-| 
ing all the Diſcouragements which at pre-| [inthe Fleſh, whether Good or Ey1l. 


0: | 
' the Earth, came into theſe dead Bodies, and| |1hem again to a New Life. For s GOD 
pon their Feer| |at firft brought the Soul from the Nullity of | 
ing greatArmy.] |Non-exiſtence to aftate of Being ; | 
wards be brings it from the nul 


40 


of it, he cold him , That the dry Bones: 
| which he had ſcen, were the whole Houſe) 


| Captives1n Babylon) as ſo many dry Bones,|. 


farcher commands;co 


bringing them out of their Graves, regenerate | 


/o after- 
ds ity and | 
privation of Sin, to rhe cflence of Grace | 
and Holineſs: And this Second Creation 
3s much more wonderful than the Firſt ; for 
the former G O D accompliſhed with a Word, 
whereas the latter was the fruit of the Death, 
_ —4 price of the Blood of the Son 'of 


GOD alſo was willing by this Viſion, to 


pioe the Prophet a Scantling of what his 


Omnipotence will effeft at the General Day | 
of Judgment, when the Dead ſhall ariſc, 
and receive according to what they have done 
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Of the Book of D A N I E L the Propher, | 


=" 
— . 


ANIEL was one of thoſe who were 
| carried Captive to Babylon, in the 
Reign of King Jehojakim , by Nebuchad- 
' nezzar, after that he had taken the City of 
| Jeruſalem , and ſubdued all Judea. He was 
| of the Poſterity of Dayid, and a deſcendent 
of the Royal Line; very comly of Per- 
ſon, of a moſt quick, and penetrating Spirit 
| and exemplary Piety. By the Order of Nubuc- 
' hadnczzar he was choſen from amongſt many, 
to be inſiruted in the Language, Arts and, 
Sciences of the Chaldeans, that thereby he 
might be qualified to watt upon the K1i'g, and 
to attend at Court, in order afterwards 10 be 
advanced to the high Commands of the King-| 
dom, as may be ſeen Chap. 1.ver.1,2,3,4,5,6. 
Whilſt he was thus Educated amongſt many | 
other Noble Jewiſh Youths, GOD was pleaſed 
to endow him with an extraordinary Wiſdom | 


10 


———_— 


beyond his Companions, and particularly with 20 


the Gift of underſtanding ard interpret- | 
ing of Dreams, ſuch as the wiſeft - and | 
moſt 5kilful of the Chaldean Magicians were | 
not able 10 reveal or expound , as appeared by 
his revealing Nebuchadnezzars Dream, and | 
expounding the Hand-writng to Belthazzar| 
his Grandchild, Chap. 2:4,5. By which means | 
Datel was raiſed to an eminent pitch of Dig-| 
nity by thoſe Kings, not cnly above his Com-! 


panions, but above met of the greateſt Princes 3o|him with Noah and Jub, as being an extras | 


and Officers of the King of Babylon : Which 
at laſt ſtirred up ſo great an envy and hatred. 
of the Babyloman Princes and Grandecs| 
againſt him, that he was at laſt (by their Mali-| 
cious contrivances) caſt into the Lions Den, 70| 
be rent and devoured by them ; and this only, 
becauſe he would not(in obedience to the Kings) 
Edict) give over his accuſiomed Worſhipping: 
of the True G 0 D. But the Almighty,whow | 
he ſerved and fervently prayed to, miraculouſly 
preſerved him from thoſe cruel Beaſts ; and his | 
Accuſers and great Encmies , being by way of 
Juft retaliation caſt in amongſt them, were dc- 
voured alive with their Wives and Chil- | 
dren, Chap.6. | | 
'. Flere js allo related (Chap. 3.) how mira- 
culouſly GOD preſerved three of his Com- 
pamons,Shadrach, Meſhach and Abednego, | 
m the tiery Furnace , who refuſed to worſhip | 
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40 


the Image King Nebuchadnezzar had:ſet wp, 
and had not ſo much as one hair of their Heads 
inged with the Fire, that inflantly conſumed 
thoſe who caſt them into it. ed 
Beſides the Vilions and Dreams repre 
ſented to the Kings of Bibylon, which Da- 
nie] expounded, G 0 D alſo was pleaſed to com- 
municate 10 him many excellert Viſions, con- 
cerning the tate of the Churchof GOD, and 
the K-ngdoms of the World,whichthe Angel | : 
Gabrie] expounded to him; as particularly | : 
concerning the rebuilding of the City and | © 
Temple of Jeruialem , the manifeſtation of | 
Chriit z2 the ileth ; the deflruftion of the City | 
and Sccond Temple by the Romans; the | © 
[Preaching and Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the abcliſing of the Lemucal Priefthood 
the exatt time when Jclus Chrilt /bcald be 
put to Death , and the manner how at laſt he 
ſhould deliver and ſave his People, both cemn- 
/porally and eternally. 

| -. New thatwhich greatly enhances the praiſe 
|and commentdaticn of this Prophet, aol melo 
the more 0 incite the Pons Reader to recerve 
and read theſe Prophecics,with that reverence | 
and attention which is due to the Word of | | 
(GOD, 4s this, that he is highly recommended | : 
and dignified amongſt all the Prophets of the  : 
Old andNew Teitament. For Ezckiel joyns | 
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ordinary Example of Zeal and Piety,Chap.1 4. | 
|ver-14,and 20. And the ſame Prophet Ezekiel | : 
expreſſes himſelf in theſe terms concerning his | : 
excellent Wildom to the proud King of T yre, | : 
Behold, chou arc wifer than Darrel, thicre is | 
[NO ſecret that they can hide'from thee: | : 
| And our Blefſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt himſelf | - 

ſpeaks of this Prophet, Mat. 24. 15. and |: 
exborts all to conſider well his Propheſics, and 
S.John in theReyclation has not only ſet down: 
many things agreeing with Daniel , bet often 
makes uſe of the very ſame words, which-he has | - 
in his Prophecy * And thi be never diſcharged | 
the Funfion'of a Prophet, in quality of an 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, iz Prevching to the 
People; yet hath his Book in all times been 
accounted Prophetical ;' and received as fuch 


by the Church. 
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The Prophet 


| Þ Zine of che Kingsof 


[1 146 | 


'The Pzophet Daniel. 


reveals. to King Nebuchadnezzar his Dream , and| 


| geves bim the Interpretation thereof. 


CT my 


H.E Prophet Daniel was of the Royal 
h, he was 
am ends 2357, Carried tOBabylon in his yourh 


| before cirif 606. by King Nebuchadnezzar, the 


firſt rime he beſieged Feraſalem, and rook 
Fehojachim , who was then in the 4th year 


begin the account of the 50 years of the 


| Captivity, ſpoke of by the Prophers. 
j Daniel (during this his Captive ſtate) was 


very careful'to obſerve the Law of GOD, 


not to defile himſelf with eating thereof ; 


qpo—_— 


bur deſired Me/zar, to whom the Prince of! 
the Eunuchs had committed the charge of 
them , to give him and his Companions 
Pulſe to eat , and Water to drink; but he 
fearing leſt by keeping to ſuch mean Dier 
they would look lean, and worſe than the 
other Jewiſh Touths, who are fed from the 


| Kings Table, made difficulty to conſent to 


Daniels Requeſt. Wherefore Daniel delired 
him only to try them for ten Days with the 


them he did not find him and his Com- 


panions to look as well as any of thoſe 
| Touths who were fed with the Kings Mear,| - 


he might do afterwards as it ſeemed good 
unto him: To which when Melzar had 
agreed, he found them at the end ot thoſe 
days fairer and fatter in Fleſh, than thoſe 


{| whodid cat the Portion of the Kings Mear. 


By this: Inflance GOD made it appear , 
how much he loves that Abſtinence which is 
prafiisd in his fear, and according 10 his 
arder; and that it is not properly the Meat 
that nouriſheth us , but the Bleſſing he affords 
to it in thoſe, who denying thetr own apperitC 
ard luſt; make him the ſole end of all their 
defire. 

GOD, to make this Prophet more Illu- 
aww wad; 5301. rious, made him to be ſent 
bn par tive for by King Nebuchadnezzar, 
AY tO Interpret his Dream, which 
had put him into a ſtrange trouble and 
conſternation, and the rather, becauſe he 


: 
: 
q 
: 
: 


2 


| 


had forgot the particulars of it. Nebuc- 
hadnezzar being impatient to know his 


| Pream, and the Interpretation of it, ſent for 


all his Magicians and Aftrologers to fatistic 


Meat he deſired ; and that if at the cnd of 


P 


{of his Reign, from which time we are to] - 


for he and his three Companions, Hana-| 
niah, Miſhael and Azariah, having a daily| 
portion appointed them of the Kings Meat| 
and the Wire which he drank, he reſolved!” 


20 


ſhould come after him, of leſs glory 


he knew that Daniels GOD was the GOD of | 


his deſire; but they having unanimouſly | | 
declared, That it was impoſſible for any Man| 


to know what another had dreamt, and that 
all that their Art could effett, was to interpret 
the Dream when it was. rcld them: He in 
ercat Rage commanded them all to be pur 
to Dearh. oF 

Daniel! having been inform'd of this! 
cruel Sentence, in which he himſelf and his 
Companions were likely to be involved, as 
being Educated 1n the Arts and Knowledge 
of the Chaldeans, and conſequently rec- 
kon'd amongſt the Wiſe Men , deſired the 
Captain of the Kings Guards, for a while o| 
ſuſpend the execution of the Kings Order, 
and preſenting \himſclt before the Hin | 
cold him he would declare ic tothe King, 
and interpret his Dream ; which being ſoon | 
after upon his carneſt Prayer to GOD Re- | 
vealed to him, he came and rold the King, | 
That he had ſeen in his Drcam a great Image, | 
whoſe head was Gold, his breaſt and arms | 


' 
' 
| 


z 


Silver, his belly and thighs Brafs, and its legs 
Iron, and the teet partly of Iron. and partly | 


of Clay ; and that a Stone cut out of «| 
Mountain withourhands falling upon the feet | 
of the Image, broke it all to pieces. He told 
him, That the head of Gold repreſented his | 
own Kingdom ; that of Silver another, which | 
than his, | 
which ſhould be followed by a third of Brafs, | 
and a fourth of Iron, which ſhould break and | 
bruiſe the three foregoing Kingdoms to pieces. 

Nebuchadnezzar having heard his Dream 
thus declared and interpreted by Daniel, 
fell down upon his Face and worſhipped 
him, and commanded Incenſe and 0blations | 
to be offercd to him;and declared, That now 


i 


and raiſed Danie/to great Honour, making | 
him his Lord Lieutenant over all che Pro- | 
vince of Babylon, and Supcrintendent and | 
Maſter over all the Wiſe Men of Babylon. | 
And Daniel having requeſted the King, that 
he might ſtay in the Kings Palace,and that 

he might depure his three Companions to | 
take care of the Government and Peace of | 


DanIT 0 


: CCC NN — 


TP all Gods, and the ſole revealer of Secrets ; | 


the Province, the King readily conſented; | 


by which means, as they had been parta- | 


kers with Daniel 1n his Sufferings, ſo were 


of ——— 


they now made ſharers ot bs Gl 
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iery Furnace, from whence they 


- 


Angel. ©, FEE 


Icbrew Jour ng Men to be (aft into 4 
are miraculouſly delivered by an 


'1 Y madcan Image of Gold, whoſe height 
i Med; 3419, WAS Threeſcore Cabitsand the 
before Chrift $87. bread th thereof ſix Cubits, 
ow 30 yrs and ſet it up in the Plain of 
| of Ag Dara, in the Province of Baby- 
lon; and having afſembled all his Princes, 
Governours,Captains, Fudges,Treaſurers, Coun- 
ſellors and Sheriffs, to celebrate the Dedi- 
cation of the ſaid Image, he commanded a 
Herald to proclaim to all his S»bjeFs there 
aſſembled, Thar upon hearing the ſound of the 
| Muſical Inſtruments appointed for that pur- 
' poſe, they ſbould fall down and worlhip the 
Golden Image he had ſet up, and that who- 


os time afeer King Nebuchadnezzar 


| fiery Furnace. 

| Somemalicious Spirits having obſerved 
| that Hananiah, Miſhael and Azariah, when 
all the relt of the Company, that were pre- 
ſent, fell down upon their Faces, and wor- 
| ſhipped the Image, did not expreſs any Ado- 
' ration to the ſame, went and accuſed them 


| before. the King, for refuſing to obcy the 


' Kings ſolemn and expreſs Command, to 
| worſhip the Statue he had erected. 


The King being put into an extreme 


| Rageand Fury, to ſee his Command con- 


| temn'd, ſent for the Toung Men, and de-. 


| manded of them, how they durſt be fo 
| bold, not to adore the Image he had com- 


| manded tro be fer up and worſhipped ; 


 threatning themin caſe of Refuſal,co have 
' them caſt into the midſt of the fiery Fur- 
| ace, and concluded his Threats with cheſe 
inſolent Words; And who is that GOD, 
that ſhall deliver you out of my hands? 

But this tranſport of Anger they percei- 


to diſcompoſe the ſerene calmneſs of the 
| Spirits of theſe Holy Men , who with an 
aſtoniſhing unconcernedneſs repreſented 
tothe King, That they were aſſurd the GOD, 
| whom they ſerved was able to deliver them 
from the fiery Furnace, and out of his hands 
| but that if it ſhould nat be his pleaſure 10 
| deliver them, they were reſolved, let come what 
will come, not to ſerve his Gods, nor to worſhip 


| the Image be had ſet wp. 


: 
. 
OY 


Nebuchadnezzar ſecing, this their holy 
Cc oniancy, and the ſmall regard they had 


foever refuſed ſo to do, ſhould be caft into the | 


vedin the King, was not in the leaſt able | 


IO 


20 


Zo 


ho 


Th 


| 


- the Letter what he had promiſed in the 


- Saints in their affliction; for as that Fire 


the Saints , and GOD himſelf is with them |. 
in all their Sufferings: And as the flame |: 


ported to an exceſs of Rage and Paſſion, 
ſo far that the form of his Viſage was 
changed thereby ; and commanding the 
Furnace to be heated ſeyen' times hotter 
than it was wont to be, ordered the moſt 
Mighty Men of his Army to bind thoſe 


they performed with the loſs of their 
own Lives; for the Furnace being ſo much 


from the Furnace, {truck them down and 
kill'd chem immediately. | 
GOD,-upon this occaſion, verified to 


Pſalms, That he would be with thoſe that 


love him in their greateſt diftreſs and trouble , 
for the A»gel of GOD vilibly appearing 


and reſtraind the violence of the Fre, 
which only coaſuming the Cords where- 


liberty 1a the midit of the Furnace, and 
found a ſweet refreſhing Dew in the midſt 
of thoſe Flames; tor having a ſtronger 
Fire burning in their Hearts than what 
ncompaſled them abourt,they ſang Praiſes 


upon all Creatures to do the ſame. 

The King more tranſported at the ſight 
of this Miracle, than bur a little before he 
had been with Paſſion and Fury,commanded 
theſe Toung Men to come forth our of the 
Furnace,and bleſſing G O D, for that he had 


eath, not to ſpeak irreverently of che 


OD of Shadrach, Meſbach and Abednego, : 


nd promoted them to great Honour. 


The Fathers obſcrvc, That theſe young : 


en in the Furnace, are @ true Image of the 


| 
Fonſumed only their Bands, ſo Afﬀflictions con- 
ſume only the weakneſſes and impurities of 


of the Furnace conſumed thoſe only that caft 
them in; ſothe Evils of the Righteous ſerve 
pnly to comfort and ſanfifie them, and prove 
puly fatal to thoſe who are the cauſe of them. , 
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Theee Child 
ing chuchadnezzar cauſeth three 


or his Threats. and Anger, became tranſ-| * 


holy Men, and to caſt them into it, which | | 


over-heated , the flame which proceeded | | . 


Wr5 
$$] 
| 3 
24 


in the Furnace,protected theſe young Mex, | | 


- with they were tied, left chem to walk at | + 


xo GOD for.ſo viſible a Protection,calling 


_ his Angel to deliver his Servants, he ; 
commanded all his SbjeAs, upon pain of | | 
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Be. Pugs, oo h V15tort: 
FEY doo Succeſſes. againſt all his 
*"'? Enemies. was no longerable 
fem the +51 » of / his Triumphs and Prof-' 
Wes but ſaffering himſelf ro be carried} | 


OE ance, GOD relolved'to make. an' 
kite of him; by which not only all 
7Inces, bur all other Men, might learn nor 
bft up themſclves: againſt him, remem-' 
bring always thatrhey are but Mer. 
GOD, to:this end, repreſented to him 
iti 4 4 Proam the Judgment he was derermin'd 


bring upon him; and Nebuchadnezzar 
having = pe the fame to Daniel, he 


| Rite it unto hm 19/ this manner : 
Tha didft fee in thy Dream, 0 King, a great} 


Free, wheſe height reached up to Heaven,and|20 


whoſe Branches reached to the ens of the 
ith; its Leaves were fair and flouriſbing,| 
Irs Boug loaden with Fruit ; the Beaits 
did feed under its ſhadow , and 
; ls of Heaven made their Neſt in its 
aches; This great Tree, which thou baft 
| 'O=King, is 5 thy felf, hk Majeſty z5 
fred” up © to Teaven; ant extended over all 
L Fart qu, Holy One, come dowy from 
en in, Hew the Tree down and 
Ply © leave 'the Stump thereof in 
| & Par ith a-Band'of Iron: and Braſs, 
"the cender Graſs of-the Field; and let ir 
& wertwichthe Dew of- Heaven, and let his 
_ be' with che Beaſts of the Field, | 
1] eyen trmes paſgover him. This 4s the 
26 the Moſt High has pronounced 
rd the Kin That they ſhall k, 
ihe" from Mei, and thy dwelling ſhall be | * 
with\the-Beaſts of the Field, and They ſbalt| 
make thee eat Grals 25 mOr ard thou Jhatt 
be trade we with m_— of Heayen, _— 
ar ſeven times paſs over thee; \anit'thou be 
| "Fo ckivo kde” That the nl High 
dr the Ki ke Meri, ard \giverb 
| he pee At wheteas r 
Ton {river Jos "'Stuthip of : the Tree 
Rvars'n vheEarth') his" fipnifies') That thy 
Kifigdbni O22 rerun unto-thee after. thats| 
thox. Jhajt have known, that the FICAVERS rule. 
w__ 


oſhuny, Thar :the Kingdom was departed from 


xth.* And- whereas' thou didft fee aſzoPeriſÞ. 


__ 
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d into 4 Zea 


"Thi Ped was fulfilled inthe man- 
| Asthe'King-on a time Was: 
Pale” of the Kingdom of 
| chro "0 tres the wonderfu} 
+ thathe had made, and the greatneſs 
magnificence of Babylon,which he had 
builr for to be the Palace of his Reſidence, 
|» for the glory of his Majeſty; there 
came a Voice'from Heaver', which told 


him, and immediately: thereupon he was 
[Rruck by the Hand of GOD, which the 
fame moment- tulfilled the Sentence pro- 
nounced agamiſt him ; he was driven'from 
Men,and did eat Graſs with Oxen, and hig 
Body was wet with the Dew of Eouoen for 
ſeven years, even until his Hair was grown 
like Eagles Feathers, and his Nails like Birds 
Claws. 

GOD made it appear by this terrible Ex- 
ample, how ſeverely be puniſheth fecret Pride 
and elevation'of the Heart, cafting them down 
to the ftate of Beaſts, who life up themſelves by 
their Arrogance above the condition of Men. 
Nebuchadnezzar(ſaith S. Bernard )is the Image 
of Fallen Man, who by lifting up himſelf 3 in | 
Pride, /oft bis Heavenly Eltate and King- 
dom, and became like unto the Beaſts that 


| - Bur when Nebuchadnezzar, after he had 
continued ſcyen:ycars/in'this ſad and. for- 
lorn condition; did at laſt lift up his Eyes 
o Heaven, GOD was pleaſed to return his 
aderfiartling unto hin and reſtored hum | 
ot only to/a/hnaman form, but to his State 
and Kingdonz; Ao: that his' Counſellors: and 
ords ſought unto him;; and he was clta- 
dlihed in his Throne with great pm +a and 
(Glory. Sowhen a Sinner. ſighs and longs for 
3 0 D inhis Miſery, he not only is tranſported 
from the flate of Bcalts, inwhich he was before, 
ut is refior d 10-the life \and enjoyments of 
Angels, andto the poſſeſſion of \all (the Graces 
f Heaven. © - 
* Fo (as angofebe Fer fu) Brie 
aid formerly\\change 
Fhange Mcn into Devils;Jo:Humulity«reftores 
þhoſe 10-1bedife.of--Angels;\ who did dineas to 
o their Body pigs rrp with: pes to 
zeir Spirits: V2 
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King Belſhazzar, as he was Feaſting , ſees an Hand writing upon the Wall 
' the Sentence of ns Death. 785 

- — DX —————————————— 
Elſbazzat King of Babylon,and Grand- . Daniel being ſent for , and appearing 


child of Nebuchadnezzar , having| fbefore the King, ſeemed to ſlight-the Ho- 
WE Het made a great Feaft for a Thou- ours and Prefents th: King promiſed him, 
tefore Ghrif 538. - fand of his Princes and Lords,| {in cafe he could give him the Interpretation 
| was minded to joyn Impiety to his Luxury, | of thoſe Words and told Belſhazzar, That 
and profanation of Holy things to his Ex-| |foraſmuch th had not humbled himſelf, 
ceſs ; tor he cornmanded his Servants, ro| |nor taken Example by his Grandfather | ' 
bring him- the Silver and Golden Veſſels,| |Nebuchadnezzar , who for his Pride was| | *- 
which his Grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had | {chaſed trom among Men, and for ſeyen| ' | 
taken out of the Temple at Feruſalem, that|rojycars together reduced to the ſtate and 
he and his Princes, his Wives and his Concu-| [condition of Beafts ; bur lifted up himſelf 
bines might drink in them. againſt che LORD of Heaven, and protaned 
GOD being provoked by this Sacrile-| |the Veſſels dedicated ro his holy Sexpice, 
gious Contempt ot his holy Worſhip, and the] |GOD beiag provoked by thefe his Crimes, 
profanation of the Yeſels dedicated to his | had ſenc a Hand to write his Condemnation 
Service, terrified this wicked Prince, in the} {lin thoſe three Words, MENE, TEKEL, 
midit of his Juxurioas Feaſt , with the} JUPHARSiN, whercot the firft Word 
appearance of an Find, which in three} |Mene ſignified, That G 0 D had numbred his 
Words wrote the Sentence of his Condemna-| |[Kingdom, and finiſhed it : Tekel, /hat he 
tion. Beljhazzar being extremely concern'd|20)had weighed him in the Balance of his Juitice, 
and aftrigiited at this amazing Prodigy, |and he was found co light; and chat Uphar- 
cried aloud to bring in the Aftrologers, the} |ſin imported, That GOV had divided his 
Chaldeans , and the Southſayers ; bur they! | Kingdom , and given it to the Medcs and 
could not ſo much as read the IWriring, | |Perfians. 
much leſs ſhew the Interpretation thereot, Belſhazzar having heard this dreadful 
Then (as the Scripture tells us) was King Bel-| [Sentence trom the Mouth of Daniel, how- 
| | ſhazzar greatly troubled, and his Countenance| \ever unwelcom the Interpret:tion was to 
| p45 changed, and his Princes were aſtoniſhed. | |him , yer beitowed upon the Propter the 
Whercupon the Queen Mother (who was| |Honours he hid promiſed lum, cauſir'g 
Nitocris the Wite of great Nebuchadnezzar)/3o/him to be cloarhed in Scarler, with a C hain 
| hearing of the Kings conſternation, came} jof Gold about his Neck, and ro be pro- 
in haſte into the Banquetting-Houſe, and] iclaimed the third Perſon in the Kingdom. 
told che King, That he had a Man called Theſe Predifions were not long without 
Daniel in his Dominions, in whom was the} {their accompliſhment z tor Cyrus being at 
Spirit of the holy Gods, and whom his! [rhe ſame time before the City of Babylort 
Father tor his extraordinary ability that {with a great Army, whullt the Babyloniars 
| way, had made Maſter of all the Magici-| truſting to the ſtrength of cheir Walls, 
ans, who would ſhew the King the Interpre-| [were Feafting and making Merry , he made 
tation of 'the Words which did ſo much] ja ſhift with part of his Army to paſs the 
trouble him. ” '40|River,and two of his Captains (by a breach 
This holy Prophet, who had been ſo great | jthey had made} entred into Bel/hazzar's 
and powerful in the time of Nebzchadnez- | {Palace , and killed him that very Night | * 
|zar,bur had ſince that retired himſelf from | [wherein Daniel had given his Interpretation | * 
Court during the Reigns of Evilmerodach f the Words. Leaving (faith S. Hierom) @| + IL 
(his Son, and Beſſhazzar his Grandſon z | Ierrible Example to thoſe , who abuſe things | + | 
during which time of his Solitude, GOD | [nfinitely more Holy than were thoſe dedicated | © 
\vouchſafed to favour him with all thoſe | |Veſlels z and who (excepr they repent) may | 
wonderful Viſions we ſhall ſpeak of hegeatter, | Þe aſſured of a dreadful Sentence , tho they ſee 


| herein G 0 D diſcovered to him the Suc- | ft not viſibly writ before their Eyes , as Bcl- 
cclſion of all the Empires of the World, $0 ſhazzar did. 
uncil che Bleſſed Kingdoms of Chriſt. 
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| the more he ſtir'd up the envy and hatred 


| +,-Damiel in the Lions Den: - 
4” Danicl being caft into the Lions Den is miraculouſly delivered thence. 


” 


Poſſeſſour of all the Dominicns of | {cur'd being irreverſible , he muſt be caſt 


| TR the Mede being thus become] [and that therefore the penalty he had in- 


| em Mend; 3466, Belſhazzar, by means of the|- [into the Lions Den. 


before Girif $33. Victory of his Nephew Cyrus;| | The weakneſs of this King, being preater 
8 years of Age. orcatly honoured Daniel ,| than the defire he had to fave Daniel, 
looking upon him as a Perſon- fill'd with] joblig'd him at laſt ro comply with their 
the Spirzr of GOD, becauſe he was 1 |unjult defire, and to order him to be caſt 
formed what he had formerly forctold to}  |1nto the Den of Lions, tho fore againſt his 


Nebuchadnezzar, and Belſbazzar lis Grand-| |Will, and cxpreſling the hope he had, thar 


ſerting him over the whole Kingdom, and} |to deliver him; neither was he at all de- 
making him his Lord-Deputy or Vice- Roy. ceived thetein ; for the next day, riſing 
 Butthe more the King was thus pleaſed| |very early in the Morning, he went to the 
to honour and heap his Favours upon him,| |Mouth of the Dex of Lions, and callin 
upon Daniel, he found, to his great Joy, 
of his great Princes and Officers againſt| {rhat he was yer alivez and as the King 
{ him, who were troubled to fee Daniel, a) iſeem'd ſurpriz'd at this miraculous Preſer- 
| Captive Jew , to ouiltrip them all. Their] [vation of the holy Prophet, he told him, 
| Envy made them narrowly to obſerve] |That GOD had ſent his Angel into the 
Daniel, in hopes of mecting with ſome{[,,|Den, who had ſtopt the Lions Mcaths, and 
' flipof his, whereof they might accuſe lum;| {hindred them from doing him any. hurt, 
| but ſeeing his Life and — ot| {becauſe he had found him innocent in 
| Aﬀairs altogether irreproachable; they] |his fight, however his beſt Actions might 
| concluded, they ſhould never find any | |be nuſcepreſented by Men. 
| thing to accuſe him of, except in a caſe! | * The King raviſhd with Joy to ſee the 
| where the Law of his GOD was concerned. | (Perſon he fo ughly valued thus wonder- 
| Wherefore they perſwaded the King ro {ct [fully delivered, ordered him preſently to 


} fortha Declaration, That whoſoever ſhould | be taken out of the Den; and at the ſame 


' ask any Petition of either GOD or Man,| j|time commanded, That all Daniels Ene- 
| Except of him alone, for thirty days, ſhuuld |, ,jmies rhar had accuſed hint;) and, laid this 
be caſt into the Lions Den. ” {Snare for him, ſhould be caſt with their 
Daniel, rotwithttanding that he was| Wives and Children into the ſame Den, from 


| healone was reſolved not to obey it; for | to the bottom of the Den, and brake all 
| preferring the Law of GOD before that of | their Bones to pieces. 


his Windows open towards Feruſalem. His taught thoſe (as S. Hierom ſaith) who are ſaved 


| cree, and defired execution of the Sentence | without which they muſt have been devoured 
| againſt him. t and deſtroyed by them. Sin has the Tecth of 


| But Darizs, who had a great Kindneſs | a Lion which make their impreſſien, not on the 
Body , but on the Soul z ſelf ; ſo that it | 


for Daniel, bcing lorcly troubled that cver | | th 
he had conſented to the publiſhing ſo un- | appears, That thoſe whom G0 Þ ſupports 
{juſt a Decree, did his utmoſt endeavour | under Temptations and Affiidtions,and whom 


[xo deliver Darie/ our of their hands. But go he hinders from falling into Sin, .are un a | 


'they repreſented ro the King, that the | fullcr ſenſe than Dame! deliyer'd from the 
| Royal Decrees (according to the Laws of | Rage of Lions. ” 
the Medes and Perſians) were unalterable, | | _ 


child, infomuch thar he had thoughts ot|1o|the GY D whom he ſery d would not fail | | 


very ſenſible, that this wicked Law was whence he was ſo miraculouſly ſaved, who | 
_ | only madeto cntrap and deſtroy him, yer | ffeiz'd and tore them before ever they came 


Men, he continued thrice every day to; | Daniel having thus eſcaped the Lions | 
| py co,and blcſs GOD in his Chamber,with |Mozths, blefſcd and praiſed GOD, and 


| 
[ 
| 


— — 


| Enemies therctore having obſcrved him to | from another fort of Lions , much more tobe | 
| pray, as before,preſented themſelves betore !* feared, than theſe the Prophet was delivered | 
| Darius, and accuſed Daniel as a Rebel, and | from, to praiſe GOD with their whole heart, 
one that was diſobcdicat to the Kings De- | for his gracious afliltance and protection, | 
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Daniel's Viſion of the Four 


4 


Monarchies, viz.the Afyrian, Perſian,Greek, 
and '/Roman. . 


A ts. 


| 


——— 


——————_—_— 


ANIEL is one of thoſe Prophets, 

to whom GOD was pleaſed more 
no Mands 3449. PArtICUlarly to reveal in Myſti- 
| before brit 555- cal Viſions, the whole courſe 
| and ſequel of the Government and' Kings 
| doms ot the World throughout all Ages to 
| come. All which different Governments he 
| has ſo exactly deſcribed, and ſer forth with 
ſuch clear diſtinguiſhing Marks, that he 
| ſeems rather to be an Hiftorian , giving an 
| account of things that are already palt , 
| than a Prophet, toretclling things to come. 
| The /ifton reprefented in this Figure, 
' and which Danzel declares was ſhewed to 
| him-in che firſt year of Belſbazzar, is one 
of thoſe juit now mention'd. This holy! 
| Prophet, as he lay on his Bed, ſaw in a Dream 
| four different great Beaſts come up out of 
| the Sea, which was toſſed and agitated by 
the four Winds, ruſhing out upon it. The 
' firſt of theſe Beafts was like a Lion, and had 


' the Wings of an Eag/e, the ſecond Beaſt | [tirfte, times, and half a time; that 1s, for a| : 
year, two years,and balf a year, or three years | * 


was like a Bear, and had three Ribs. 1n 1ts 
| Mouth, the third Beaſt was hke a Leopard, 
which had upon 1ts Back four IWinys of a 
Fowl, and four Heads; the fourth Beaſt 
' was more dreadful and terrible thaa all 
| the reſt , and exceeding ſtrong, having 
great Tron-Teeth, whercwith it devoured 
and brake to pieces all it mer with, ſtamp 
ng the reſidue with its Feer : It had. allo! 
' Ten Horns on its Head, in the midlt of! 
which came up a little Horn, betore which 
three of the other Horns were pluckt up! 
by the Roots, and in 1t were Eyes like thoſe 
of a Man, and a Mouth ſpeaking great. 
Things. | 
' Atrter this the Prophet ſaw the Glcry of | 
GOD, and the Ancient of Days ſeated upon| 


iy 5 ——_ 


his Throne, with many Millions of Argels 49/an everlaſting Kingdom to che End of Ages, | 


attending him, to juage thoſe Beaſts, and| {all other 


ro put an <cnd to their Dumumion; and} ſubject co it. 


he ſaw the fourth Beaſt ſlain, and his Body | 
calt into the Fire. 


| Daniel bging delirous ro know the, 
Interpretation ot this Vijion, asked one of} 


—_— 


' 


| 


the Angels, What thoulc ivur Beaſts were: 
{Which he had ſeca? The Azpel, to tatisfic 
lis Requeit, cold him, Thar cc tour great 
Beaſts he had feet, weic tour Azngs or 
Mingdoms, which ſhould iuccelliycly appear 


, 
|| 


, 


WW - . 9A _ — 


| 


I 


20 


| 
* 


pon the | 


defired the Angel in particular, to give 
him ſome light and information concern- 
ingit. Whereupon the Angel told him, 
That the fourth Beaſt he had ſeen, was a 
fourth Kingdom, whici ſhould be diverſe 
oi from all other Kingdoms, and ſhould deyour 
[the whole Earth, and tread it down, and 
break it to Pieces ; and that the Ten Horns 


qe — 
'have dominion in that Kingdom. That 


[che little Horz which came up amongſt the 
[Ten Horns , was a King that ſhould ariſe 
and fubcuc Three Kings, and ſhould ſpeak 
,great Words againſt the -Moft High, and 
[wear cus the Saints of the Mot High, and 
think to change Times and Laws, which 


were Ten Kings, which ſhould ſucceſſively} b 


ſhould alſo be given into his hand for a 


(and an half. 
The Angel alſo told hm, Thar after 
this Term was elapſed , the Great GOD 


{ 


his Dominion thuuld b: taken away, and con- 


| \ſun''d and d:flroy d tor cycr. And that after | * 
30/all thoſe Earthly /ſingdoms (fitly compared; | 


'to Savage Beaſts, and the laſt of them to 
a prodigious Monſter) G 0 D himfclf would 


ierc&t his own Heavenly, Bentficent and} : 


(Peaceful Kingdom upon Earth ; during 


High; and thac this Kingdom ſhould never 
/be tupplanred by any other, bur continue 


Kingdom; and Dominions being 


1 he moſt take theſe four Kingdoms to be 
the four Great Monarchies of the World, 
iz, the Aſlyrian, the Perſian, the Greek and 


'which ſball over-top , conſume and out-laft 
_ all, is the Kingdom of our Lord Jcſus 
Chriit, who is the King of Kings and Lord 


of Lords. LO IENCe, 
| THE 


? 


would fit in Judgment upon him, and that | 


'which, the Dominion, and the greatneſs of| : 
the Aingdom under the whole Heaven, 


ſhould be given to' the Saints of the Moſt | | 
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Roman Monarchy ; and the Little Horn to | * 
idenore Antichriſt, and that the Kingdom | 
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| conflituted one Volume only among fl thoſe of 


| zhe Old Teſtament, tho ſubdivided into 


| of Hoſea , who as well as Amos and others, 


 1Aint Stephen, AQ 7. 42. alledging a] 
' J Paſſage out of Amos. quotes it as wi i!1en 
in the Book of the Prophets ; becauſe in all| 
Agcs, and to this day among the Jews, the 
Twelve ſmall Prophets (a5 they are called) 
were never accounted but as one Book, and 


twelve different Sections 5 according 10 the 


Revelations are therein contained. The foſt 
place amongſt theſe is given to the Prophclics 


| 
| 
| 
f 


: 
| 
* 
. 


[ 
| 
| 
| 


— ee ODS 


Wo eo ' he wth RE ae ern ay 2 Oo 


| Propheſied a long time amongſt 
| Tribes, a5 appears from Chap. 1. ver.1. ſo the| 
' Holy Spirit 1hought it neceſſary for the perpe-| 
| tual uſe and edification of the Church , that 
| the ſum and ſubſtance of his Prophelies and 


'The Contents of the [Prophet JOEL 


| was in particular ſent by GOD to the King: 


dom of Iſrael, or the Ten Tribes, tho here 
and there alſo we find theſe of Judah cenſured 
and threatned in theſe Propheſies, for an 
evident proof of God's Long-ſuffering, as well 
as of his Faitbfulneſs in his Promites : For 


nurwithflanding that by reaſon of a meft con-|20\ſoever ; which the L 0 R D by his Propher 
| demnable Scluſm, extremely prejudicial to the 


Church and State, they bad ſeparated them-! 
ſelves from the T cibe of Judah, out of which! 
the Mcfliah was 10k be. born, and from the 
Communion of the true and due Service. 
and Worlhipof GOD, yetthe LORD was 
not wanting 10 raiſe up Prophets, 10 declare 
his Word and Will unto them partly , that 
they might be a ſapport and comfcrt 10 the! 


THE CONTEN 
Of the Book of H O 5 E A the Prophet. 


Revelations, ſhould berecorded to After-dges, 


ES ao 


as they are ſet down in this Book; which con- | 
tains firſt of all an exafl deſcription ,. and | 
ſevere Prophetical Reproof of the wicked 
'and corrupt Eſtate of the whole Kingdom of 
'Tiracl, and particularly of the infamous 1do- 
lury, which was in Vogue amongſt them , in 
(wor/bipping the Golden Calves, which in the 
Reign of Rehoboam the Son of Solomon, 


number and diſtinfion of the Prophets, whoſe| x 0| were ſet up at Dan and Bechel by Jeroboam | 


the Son of Nebart,their firſt King, under whom 
they ſeparated themſelves from Judah, and the | 
pure Worſhip of GOD, 1 Kings 1 2,27,28, 
|&c. Which Schiſm and 1dolatry of theirs 
| was followed by a fearful and more than Pagan 
corruption and diſſolution of Manners , and 
\an univerſal deluge of all ſorts of Sins, both 
|<garnſt the fnjt and ſecond Table,and amcngſt | 
all ſorts of Men, of what condition or quality | 


| Hoſca doth mcft wigoreuſly check and reprove, 
\with divers very pathetical Exhortations to | 
'a ſerious and ready Repentance. | | 
| But for:ſmuch as the impiety and hardneſs 
of rherr Heart [till encreaft daily from the | 
\zop of the Head 10 the ſole of the Foot; | 
from the Kings and Princes, to the leaſt and 
meaneſt of the People; - the Prophet in the | 
next place denounces to them the total deftru-" 


remainder of his ElcEt that were among ft them, ag room and overthrow of their State and King- | 


to preſerve them from the corruption and greſs 


dom, that they ſhould be tranſported out of 


Liolatry of rhe Age wherein they lived, and; their own Country, and carried Captives into | 
to maintain and continue them inthe Profeſſion | |Aſlyria, where they ſhould continue under a | 
of bis holy Covenant; and on the cther| \long and deplorable diſperſion amongſt flrange | 


conſider the moſt deplorable ſlate of their 


| extraordinary Drought, and' an incredible | 
Swarm of Gralhoppers, and cther Inſcets ; 


hand, to cenſure and reprove the Rebeltious 
and Wicked ; to call them to Repentance; 
and by this means leaving them inexcuſable, 
and theix Condemnation juft. | 
| Now foraſmuch as the Prophet Hoſea 


/and Idolatrous Nations. And lafily, The | 
(Faichful and Penitent amongſt them are com- | 
forted and ſupported by the ſweet and ſaving | 
Promiſes of the Favour and Grace of GOD | 
in their Heavenly King Jclus Chritt, to whom | 


the Ten 140{in due time all the Ele& ſhould be converted | 


and gathered, not only of Iſrael, but alſo of the | 
Gentiles, in order to be eternally Bleſſed in | 
'and through bim. | 


| 


— 


—— 


| 
| 
| 


—— 


——_——— 


Tn Th Prophecy rhe People of Judah are 
firſt awakened throughly and attentively to | 


Country, which was Viſited by GO D with an 


: 
= 


icertain fore-running preſages of a dreadful 
'Famine; and conſequently ſeriouſly exhorted | 
to turnto G O D by faſting and Prayer, and. 
true Repentance, - with Promiſes of Grace , | 


and the removal of that ſad Scourge, with | 


abundant B.ell:n2s, in caſe they did jollow the | 
Divine | 


—— 


The Contents of 


Amos and Obadiah. © 205 


| Holy Ghoſt to tbe Elect and Belicvers; of 


Divine Counſel, declared unto them by the Pro- 
phet- To which, according to the flyle of the 
Prophets , there 25 added on this occaſion , 


fouriſhing {tgte the Church ſhould enjcy 
under the Mcſliah , of the ſending of the 


abundant and liberal Communication of the 


full and exaft Prophecy of the bleſſed and | 


——— 


the preſervation - and protection of the 
” > _; the ball, ſad axd calamitous 
Timgs ; of Her 29 Ie'9 and condition 3 
here upon Earth; of the juſt and ſevere Judg- 
meat of GOD againſt v1! her Enemies; and 
{Laft of all, of her Etcrnal glorification and 


telicicy in Heaven. 


. 
s 


— 


D——_—_—_— 


| C———_—_ 


The Contents of the Book of A M OS. 


koah in the Land of Judah, was called 


| domof Iſrael, where by the Command of God, 
| he joyntly with Hoſea diſcharged the Function! 
| of a Prophet during the Reign of Jeroboam, 
| the ſecond of that Name, Son of Jchoaſh. 


[44 MOS, who was a Shepherd of Te- 


by God to the Prophetical Function , and 
in particular ſent to the Ten Tribes or King- 


| This Prophet, after that he had denounced to 
all the Natiens bordering upon Paleſtina, rhe 
| juſt Judgments of GOP, becauſe of their 
enmity and animoſity againſt bis People ;| 
| be comes Chap. 2.ver,4. to thoſe of Judah, and. 
| more particularly tothe Ten Tribes, to whom 
| throughout all the following Chapters he fore- 
tells and denounces the heavy Judgments of 
GOD, and in wery expreſs terms declares to! 
| them the entire ſubverſion of their State and 
Kingdom , by their Enemucs Forces , their 


Captivity and Diſperſion amongſt ſtrange 
and far diſtant Nations, becauſe of rhe mul-) 
tiplicity and enormity of thetr Sins , againſt 
the firſt and ſecond Table of the Law, and. 
their obſtinate hardning of themſelves againſt, 


all the Reproots and Cenſures of the Word 
of GOD, and the many Warnings and Ex- 
horrations the Prophets gave them in the 
Name of GOD to repent and turn unto him, 
as may be ſeen bythe Contents of the Chap- 
ters. All which Propheſies are back'd and 
confirmed by ſeveral Vitions, and many de- 
ſcriptions of the Power and Majc{ty ot G9D. 
; But amongſt all theſe threatiungs and de- 
19 nunciations the LORD promiſeth of meer 
| Grace to ſave ſome remainder of his People, 
| and toeſtabliſh the Kingdom of the Mettah: 2 
| car Lord JESUS CHRIST, for.the} + 
good arid eternal Salvation of all bis Elect, | © 
Whether Jews or Gentiles , from Verle 8. of | | 
the laſt Chapter «f this Prophecy unto the | © 
end. New tho the Greck Tranſlation of the | © 
| Septuagint, place Ainos, between Hoſea and | | 
Joel; yer the generality of Modern Tran- | | 
20 {lators have thought good 10 retain the ſame | | 
order ay H<cbcew Original and Vul- | 7 
gar Latin do obſerve in the ranking of theſe | | 
' Prophets. = 10 


'The Contents of the Book of O B 
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9 I'S much controverted amongſt the. 


Learned when this Prophet lived; 
but of all, theirs ſeems to be the moſt probable 
Opinion, who make. him contemporary with 
Teremiah and Ezekiel, when ſoon aſter the. 
Taking of Jeruſalem, the Edomites commit-! 
ted upon the miſerable Jews , all thoſe Cruel-| 
ties whereof they are here reproved ; there 


being n0 ground of probability for that C. onje- 


: 


% 4 


of his Book, calls himſelf the Son of Amt 
' and not of Obadiah. | 
' Hy Prophecy contains firſt of all a ſolemn 
' denunciation of the dreadful Judgment of 
GOD, which was to overtake the Edomutes, 
' the Capital and Implacable Enemies of Gods 
' People, becauſe of their Pride,their Violence, | | 
their Inhumanity and inſulting over theJews | - 
in their Calamity, ver. 1, Gc. And ſecondly, | : 


tal, | 


dure, who confound this Obadiah with that to a wery comfortable and gracious Promule to > : 


Perſon of the ſame Name , of whom mention 
# made 2 Kings chap. 18. ver. 3. Thoſe who | 
will make this Prophet the Father of Jonah, | 
ought to remember,that Jonah, at the beginning | 


es 


"I 


the Church of GOD, as well of her Confer- | : 
vation and Salvation by JESUS . CH RIST :. 
her Redeemer, s concerning the total ruin | 
and oyerthrow of all her Enemies. | 


i 
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| ro the ſhame and confuſion of the obſlinate 


| 


by a moſt aſtoniſhing Providence makes him 


| for this Diſobedience, miraculouſly obligeth 
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| His Book contains the wonderſul Hi- 
1] ſtory of the Prophet Jonah, who being| 
called by G 0 D to diſcharge the duty and office| 
of a _— zo the Ten Tribes or Kingdom 
of 1{rac], 

14-25. 35 here extraordinarily ſent by G 0 D, 


and bardned Iſraclites to thoſe of Ninivch, 
Strangers 70 the Covenant of Gracc , 70 
| denounce to them their approaching ruin and 
ſubverſion, i caſe they did not repent. 
Which Divine Meſſage he ( by an evident 
weakneſs) endeauouring 10 avoid, reſolves to 
flee to Tarſhiſhg but GOD Chaſtizing him 


him to return to his Duty, and execute the 
Commitſion he had charged him with; and 


an illuſtrious Figure of the Lord Jeſus 


board, to appeaſe the Wrath of GOD, and 
calm the violent Tempelt which threatned 


| ſhipwreck to the Veſlel in which-be endea- 
| 'woured to make his Eſcape , he was ſwallowed 
| |'by a Whale, who at the end of three Days| \Gath-hepher in the Tribe of Zabulon, 


| from thence the turd Day, that Repentance 


and three Nights womited him up again ſafe 
' and ſound upon dry Land, whereby he was. 
| put into d condition of proſecuting the Com- 


: 


Divine Judgment ready to fall upon the 
\ Inhabitants of Niniveh, and thereby to lead 
| them to Repentance. i) | 
' Forinlike manner JESUS CHRIST! 
| having voluntarily ſacrificed , and given up. 
' himſelf 10 Death, to appeaſe the Wrath of | 
GOD awakened againſt us, and to preſerve 
5 from Ecernal ſhipwreck, after he had been | 
buried, and tain dead in hjs Grave, as in the | 


Nights (Mart. 12.40.) came forth and aroſe 


- 
o 


as may be gathered from 2 Kings| 


| 


oO 


Chriſt ozr Saviour, in that being caſt Over- 20 


& 


{ miſſion he was charged with, to denounce the Zo 


and Remiſſion of Sins might be declared and 
preached to all theWorld in his Name. 
Janahabus Chaſtizd by GOD, and mirg- 
eulouſly preſerved in the Belly of the Whale, 
is ſent a ſecond time toNunivch; but ſeeing 
the Repentance and Converlion of its Inha- 
birants, whereupon GOD was graciouſly 
pleaſed to ſpare them , he again ſhews his 
great weakneſs, by being diſpleaſed and trou- 
bled atit ; whereupon the LORD (to a Mz-| 
racle of Long-ſuffering) moſt meekly and; 
mildly reproves, inſtrufts and convinces 
him by the Gourd' he had raiſed in one Night 
for hs comfort and refreſhment. 
T hoſe Authors who make this Prophet the 
Son of the Widow of Sarcpra, raiſed from! 
Death ro Life by Elijah, 1 Kings 17 .22. ſpeak 
without much ground ; they might with more 
Reajon have Tk him the Son of the 
Shunamite , raiſed from the dead by Eliſha, | 
2 Kings 4. 37. if it did not appear from| 
Sacred Writ, that Shunam ( where that 
Child was born) belonged to the Tribe of| 


(IfMachar, Foſh.19. 18. whereas Jonah was of 


2 Kings 14.25. | 
' As tothe time of his Call, his exerciſing the 
Prophetical Function, and the Matters here 
Recorded, it appears from the., Paſſage we 
have juſt now alledged, that we muſt refer | 
'them to the time of the Reign of Jeroboam 
the ſecond King of Iſrael, who Reigned 42 


years. | | 
of The Greek Interpreters (commonly cglled 


| 


the Septuagint) place the Books of Jonah 
and Micah differently from what the Hebrews 


and we do; for they place Micah before Joc, | 
Obadiah axd Jonah, and joyn Jonah with | 


Belly of the Earth , three Days and three yg [Nahum, becauſe they both Propheſied concern- | 


ing Niniveh , notwithſtariding that Jonah 
lived a great while before the other. | 
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"The Prophet Jonah bring 
EE © Bclly, an 


OD having commanded the Prophet 
Jonah to go to Niniveh, to denounce 
ad aw greg City, That he 
before Chrif 807. was reſolved to deſtroy it, 
becauſe of the Sins of its Inhabitants , or 
(as the Scripture expreſlerh it) becauſe their 
Wickedneſs was come up before him. Fonah 
inſtead of obcying this Command of GOD 
went away to 7arſbiſh, and being come 
there, embarked himſelf for Joppa. 
' Bur GOD, to make it appear,that nothing 
| undertaken againſt his Will can take effect, 
| and that he accompliſheth his deſigns, even 
: by the reſiſtance and oppoſition Merz make 
| againſt them, raiſed a great Tempeſt, which 
| endanger'd to Shipwreck the Veſſel 1n which 
| Jonah was, and putting the Mariners into 
| agreat conſternation ,- they caſt forth the 
| Goods into the Sea, to lighten it. onahb 
| acknowledging the Hand of GOD in this 
| extraordinary 7empeſt, and being grieved 
| for his diſobedience and rebellion againſt 
| the LOR D, was gone down into the Hold, 
| where he fell faſt aſlzep , his found Sleep 
| being an effect rather of his Trouble and 
| Sorrow, than of any fatisfaction or afſu- 
| rance in the midit of fo imminent a dan- 
| ger, into which he had not only plung'd 
| himſelf, but all choſe that were 1n the Veſſel 
with him. | 
' The Mafterof the Ship, not thinking it 
fit that he ſhould lye and Sleep, whillt all 
| the Ships-Crew and Paſſengers were either 
' labouring for life to ſave the Veſſe/, or 


| praying to their Gods , call'd upon him to | 


ariſe, and call upon his G 0D, that they 
| might be faved trom periſhing. Burt ar 
Jaſt perceiving that the violence of the 
| Storm eluded and fruſtrated all rheir endea- 
| vours, and that the fierceneſs of 1t (till 
[increaſed more and more, ſome of the 


| Company ſuppoſing, that this unuſual Storm: | 


| was cauſed by the extraordinary Crimes of 

ſome that were 1n the Veſſel, propounded 

to caſt Lors, to know who was the Author 
and occalion of their Danger. 

This Propoſal being generally approv'd 

'of, it was put 11 practice, and the Lot fell 

| {upon Fonah ; wiereupon they earncltly 

demanding of him, Who he wasand what 


CE - —_ —_. tu Em 3 ones I en wad 


— 


| 


on —_— — ——_ 
” 


en againſt them and himſelf? Jon very 
freely confeſt all, and that he was the 


Thatif they delir'd good Weather and a 


'own Safety. 


| The Mafer and Ships-Crew being nota | 
[little ſurpriz'd at this free and unconcern'd | : 
Confeſſion, by which he doom'd himſelf | * 
to death, conceivd more Pity for him | | 
than he ſeemed to have for himſelf, and | : 
cndeavour'd by Rowing hard to reach the | | 
Land; but fecing that all their ftrivings | * 

were in vain, and that the Sea wrought | : 
20/high againſt them, they at laſt caſt him | * 
into the Sea, tho ſore againſt their Wills, |. : 
and appealing to GOD, that they were not | © 
guilty of his Blood, whom they would fo | : 


| gladly have ſaved. 


| The Marizers had no ſooner performi'd | 
this, but the Sea ceaſed from raging and | * 


'the LORD at the ſame time had prepared 


a Whale to ſwallow Fonah, who being in| | - 
the Whales Belly, and calling to mind his © 
30 own Diſobedience, and the great and mi-! : 
raculous Mercy of GOD towards him, : 
Sang Praiſes unto the LOR D from that living | | 
Grave; where after he had continued! | 
three Days, thehale (at GOD's Command) : 


'Vomited him out upon the dry Lard. 


Thus we ſee, that Life 'came forth victo- | ; 


rious azd triumphant from the very Entrails 


of Death, tobe a lively Repreſentation of þ 
that ftupendous and ineffable ViEtory, which Y 
ko JESUS CHRIST, Eight hundred years | © 


\after, was to cbtain againſt 


Reſurrection. 


thoſe Truths be, whereof the Types and 
Figures only arc ſuch great Miracles ? 


| 


— RI PR RE Wn, A AER 


he had done, to ſtir up the Anger of Hea- | 


only cauſe of the Storm that till toſſed | * 
them. And demanding further of him, | : 
What they ſhould do co him, that the | 
Tempeſt might ceaſe? He Anſwered thern, | | 


calm Sea, they muſt throw him Over- 
board, and ſo by his Death-procure their | ; 


cathard Hell: | | 
When after he had freely offer d himſelf to be | © 
caft into the Sea , for the Salvation of the | © 
World ; and after he had been three Days + 
and three Nights in the heart of the Earth, | | 
he aroſe from thence full of Lite, by a glorious | | 
| And we may here very well + 
ſay with the Fathers, How Miraculous muſt | | 
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[The Inhabitants of Ninevch Repent x at the Preahing of the Prophet 
| _- Jonah. CRY. Es. 


— 


| Frer that GO D had ſo wonderfully 
preſerv'd Fonah in, and afterwards 
deliver'd him from the Whales 
| Belly, he commanded him a 
ſecond time to go to Nineveh , and Preach 
[ro that Great City , and to declare the 
Commiſſion he had charged him with. 
Jonah now no more caſt about, how he 
might avoid the Command laid upon him, 


"The ſame year 3197. 


{how much - he had profited by the Afﬀli- 
E&tion GOD had ſent him, and that he had 
learnt never any more to oppoſe himſelf 
againſt the divine Will , tho never ſo difh- 
culc or thwarting of his own. 

In this diſpoſition he went (contrary to 
[the cuſtom of all other Prophets) to Preach 
to. a People that were Heathen Idolaters ,| 
| that therein alſo he might be a Figure of 


| 


co put on Sackeloth . and ſir in Aſbes : 
And not contented to excite his Subjef; 


Proclaimed through the City, Thar neither 
Man nor Beaft, Herd nor Flock, ſhould 
eat or drink any thing ; and that all his 
SubjeAs ſhould apply themſelves to cry 
mightily ro GOD, and cyery one.of them 


bur by his ready Obedience made 1r appear, |1% turn trom their Evil ways and the Violence 


that was 1n their Hands : For who can tell 
(faid he) but GOD will take pity of us, and 
\rzurn away from bis fierce Anger, that we 
[periſh not 2 | 

| Thusa whole City, and fo great a City as 
' Nineveh was, humbling and abaſing them- 
ſclyes before the Eyes of GOD, from the 
King upon the Throne, unto the pooreſt 
and moſt contemptible Szbje#, moyed 


| Teſus Chriſt, who in time to come was to{20 Gods Mercy and Bowels in Pity towards 


| Convert the Gentiles. Now Nineveh was a 
' oreat City, which (as the Scripture tells us) 
: was three Days Journey in length. When 
| Zenah was advanc'd into the City about a 
days Journey, he lifted up his Voice, and 
declared , That yet 40 days, and Nineveh 
: ſhould be deſtroyed. 

| The Inhabitants -being terrified with! 
' this Denunciation, believed the Word of 


; | 
| humble Faith (which according to the! 


' Word of our Saviour Feſus. Chriſt , will 
prove the condemnation of thoſe Un- 
* believers that do not Repent) they Pro- 
| claimed a Faſt, and put on Sacke/oth, from| 
| the greateſt of them to the leaſt, ro the 
{ end that their Sorrow and Repentance might 
' be as general, astheir Corruption and Sins| 
| had been; and that as no Age, Sex , nor 


to the Guilt ; ſo none might be exempted} 
' from the Penance, that might make Acttone-| 
* ment for it. | 

TheKing himſelf being ſtrangely Alar-| 
med with the News of this ſudden De-! 
| ſtruction , threatning Him and his Szb- 
| zefts, came down from his Throne , and 


* 


themz who' ſfecing them changed from 
what they were, he alſo changed the Sen- 
| tence of Death pronounced againſt them, 
'as having done 1t only for this end, to 
make them by their ſerious and hearty 
Repentance to prevent the Puniſhment, 
wherewith his Zzflice threatned them. 

I his Repentance of the Ninevites 3s 9 


tit great and illuſtrious Example of ſincere and |. 
'GOD by his' Prophet, and with an(3% hearty Repentance; and thereſore we ought 


'often to ſet it before our Eyes, that as we 


co Repentance by his Example only , he! 
publiſhed an Edi, and cauſed it to be| 


| 


' have been, and ſtill are Followers of them in | 


[Sin and Wickedneſs; ſo we might endea- 
| v0ur t0 imitate and expreſs their Repen- 
[tanCe: 


| And this the rather, becauſe our Saviour | 


JESUS CHRIST afwres us, Thac this 
[Example of the Ninevires, ſhall confound 
and condemn all thoſe, who living under 


Quality had been free from contriburing i40jthe Preaching of the Goſpel, do till conti- 


'nuc in Impenitence and Unbelief; becaulſc 
'the Menaces he has pronounced in the 
|Goſpel againſt Impenitent Sinners, ought 
; without compariton to be more dreadful 
and terrible ro us, than thoſe of Jonah 


| 
} 


' 


'were to the Heathen Inhabitants of N- | 


| neveh. 
= 
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| Converſion of its Inhabitants ; for wicked, 


Pu _ _ 


| fear he had of bcing accounted a Falſe 
| Prophet,to take fo deep an imprefiion upon 
| him, and upon «his occaſtun had fo far 
| given himfclt uprogrict and diſcontent, 
| thatcomplaining ro G OD ot this his un- 
| ſeaſonable Mercy (as his Paſſion repreſented! 


| mer ere rernrrn— 


fon IV. 


( 


_ re) EE 


"—_ 


JONAH'S_ GOURD. 


——— 


GOD hews Jonah by a ſenſible Example, how great a love he has for Men, 
"3; and how grievous it u_to_ him, Þhen they by their 


pumſh them. 


LETT 


Ma ——_———— 


0 NA H perceiving that G 0 D had re- 
pealed his 


Sentence pronounced againſt | 


Nineveh, and repentced of the 
Evil , he had declared by 
him he would bring upon them, was 
exceedingly difpleaſed and angred at it, 
out of fear that he would be accounted a 
Falſe Prophet, becauſe the Judgment he had 
denounced againit the City was not exc- 
cuted according to his word. Tho indeed 
he was very far trom being a Falſe Prophet 


Thy lame Year 3197. 


for in declaring that Nizieveh ſhould be! - 


deſtroyed in Forty days, he declared no- 
thing bur the very truth; For (asS. Auſtin 
excellcntly obſerves) rho that City ſubſijted 
flill as toits Buildings and Walls, yer was it 
moſt happily deſtroyed by the Repentance and 


licentious,riotous and haughtyNineveh was de- 


Bur the Prophet Jonah had ſuffered, the! 


' 1tto him) he beſceched him to take his Life; 


> | SR —_— ——— 


wo —_ 


from him, becauſe it ſeemed tar more'39 


eligible to him to dye, than to live. The 
LORD with great Long-ſuffering bearing 
with this ſinful weakneis of his Servant 


| | Jonah, only demanded of him, Whether! 


| he did well to be angry? appealing to 


”_ >  —— — 


| this mild Check the LOR D had given him, | 
| to make him reflc&t upon his unſeemly 


a -— oo 


— — 


City. And GOD (to make his little Her- 
; mitage More Cool and ſhady ) cauled a 
Gowrd to ſpring up inone Night, which by 
the next Morning covered hus Bower,afford- 


himſelf about the unreaſonableneſs 
his Sullen temper, 
Bur Jonah, who was not yet cured by | 


ot this 


1k 


Carriage, being come our of the City, | 
made himſelt a Booth on the Eaſt-fide of it, | 
and reſted hiniſclt chere, under the ſhadow | 


of it, to ſee what would become of the 


| 


ing him a very cool and grateful ſhade! 


and ſcafonable retreſhment. bur it prov'd 


Fonah was very glad of this unexpected | 


which cating into the Root of the Gord, 
it ſoon withered , and left Fongh expos'd 


defired of GOD hemight dye: | 
"Bur GOD taking occation from this 
Paſſionate tranſport of the Prophet Jonah, 


and trouble ir occaſion'd to him, when hg 


clination to pardon and pals by Sins, had 
he been obliged to deſtroy that great Ciry, 
demanded again of Zoneh,Whether he did 
well to be angry ? who anſwered, That he 
did well to be angry unto Death. mw 


Jonah did not hinder the LORD from 
mildly endeayouring to ſhew him hig 
exorbirant Carriage 1n this point , by this 


moſt ſenſible and convincing Remon- 


trance: C onſider Jonah what thou doft, thy 


| 


' own Behaviour does condemn thee, Thou haſt | © 
had pity on the Gourd , for the which thou. | 


didft not labour, neither madeft it grow, which 


And wouldfi thou have me to have no Concern 
or Pity for Ninevyeh, that great City, wherein 
are more than Sixſcore thouſand innocent 
Children, that cannot diſcern between their 


49'right hand and their left * ; 
This Relation is an excellent Looking-| | 


Glaſs, met fully repreſenting to us the great 
Mercy and Long-ſuttcring of GOD, and 
the ſlrange exceſſes that Pride and Paſſion 


carry Mcn unto., forit was Pride which tranſ- 


hat he could not endure to bear the imputation 


ha Jonah ro Anger , and which made him, 
I 


'of a Falſe Propher. 
| G88 


': "THE 


Sins oblige him \ to © 


8 EA 
—_— | p<g | 


[cry ſhorty for GOD hadprepared a Worm, | 


to the violent heat of the Sun-beams; and} | 
that the more, becauſe G0 Þ ſent a yehe-| | 
ment EaftWind , which (together with the! 
19 heat of the Sun beating upon his Head) | ; 
made him faint, and increafing his diſcons| | 
rented Humor, hea ſecond time earneſtly' * 


to make him apprehend , how much ericf} ? 


found himſelf forced to puniſh the C rimes! ; 


of Mankind, and how Yreat a Violence ir! 
roy'd and overthrown,and an humble,penitent,j29 would have bcen to his Goodneſs and In-|' / 
| and ſelf-denying City now ſupply d its place. © 


This peeviſh and froward Anſver of 


came up in a Night, and periſhed in a Night. | 


LY 
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| one Meuth, to the end that by this means their 
_ | Docrine might gain the greater Authority, 


| 


The Contents of Micah, Nahum and Habakkuk 
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© Of the Book of MICAH. 
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H E Prophet MICAH Prophecied 
at the ſame time as Iſaiah, and for ſub- 
flauce treats of the ſame Matters as he doth, 
and ſometimes in the very ſame Words, as 
will appear by comparing the firſt Verſes of 
both their Books, and the Matters therein 
contained , it having pleaſed GOD, - that 
theſe bis two Servants ſhould ſpeak as from 


” 


| perceiving them inſpird by one and the 
ame Spirit; and to the end that as by the 


Mouth of rwo Witneſles, every word 35 rati- 


fied and confirm'd, ſo the common depoſition 


4 


of them both might ſuffice to render the ob- 
| ſtinate and rebellious inexcuſable. 


The Prophet in this Book on the one hand, 


| a; may be ſeenin the Contents of the ſeveral | 
Chapters, doth wery harſhly cenſure and re-| | 


| 


(©, 


prove the enormous and mulrtiplicd Sins of |20 


| Judah ard lfrac], for which he denounceth| 
| = El | 


aghinſ them the juft and ſevere Judgments 
f GOD, and particularly the diſſipation 
and deitruction they ſhould ſuffer by the 
Forces of the Aſlyrians and Chaldeans; and | 
on the other hand, turning himſelf to the true | 
Believers,he comforts them with the Promiſe, 

That GOD in bus time would deliver them | 
from their Captivity in Babylon, and above 
all by moſt clear and exquiſite Predictions of 
their Spiritual Deliverance by Jcſus Chriſt 
their King , whoſe coming he proclaims, | 
ſpecifies Bechlehem for the place of bis Birth, 
repreſents the abundant Bleſſings, Graces and 
Benefits he would vouchſafe unto his Church, | 
which he was to gather to himſelf from 
amongſt both Jews and Gentiles, by the Preach: 
ing of the Goſpel, and the efficacious Ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, afuring her (the 
Church) rot only of her Redemption ang | 
Ecernal Salvation, but alſo of the utter rain 


| 
; 
' 
; 


! 
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and perdition of all her Enemies, 
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_ | phecies zozheend of the Reign of King He- 


| T7 does not appear from any part of holy 


| &- Writ he? NAHUM the Prophec; 


| Hrved and prophecied: Some Authors make 
him contemporary with King Jotham z Others 


| Others again under Joliah; but thoſe ſeem 10 


\FFPHE Prophet HABAKKUK ha- 


| place him under the Reign of Manaſlch, and 


| ſpeak with moſt probability, who refer his Pro- | 


zckiah, or to the beginning of that of Ma- 
naſſch, abozt go years after Jonah, at whoſe | 
Preaching the Inhabitants of Nineveh being | 
Converted, G O D had ſuſpended the execu- 


; 
| 


Judgments upon them. But being afterwards 
| returned to their former Courſe, and relaps'd 
| into Impiety and Corruption, and eſpecially 
; by their perſecuting and oppreſſing the Pcople 


| 


I 


0 


of G 0 D, all the Prophecies of Nahum tend | 
only to foretell the ruin and defltufion of 
that City, and conſequently of the King and | © 
Kingdom of Aſlyria, whereof., Nineveh was | 
the Capital City, and accordingly the Delive- | 
rance of the People of GOD, from under the 
I yranny of the Aflyrians,, for to firengther | 
them under their Suftcrings,and comfort them 
(by this hope, which the Name of this Prophec | 
alſo imports; for Nahum in Hebrew ſignifies 
2 Comforter. S, Paul alledges one Paſſage | 
out of this Prophet, Rom. 10. 15. And how | 


tion of his Threatning, and the effuſion of bis {ſhall they Preach except they be ſent? As | - 


lit is written, How beautiful arethe Fect of | 
them that Preach che Goſpel of Peacc,and | 
bring glad Tydingsof good things? | 
| 


ern Rs 
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| ving undertaken to juſtifie the Conduit 
of GOD in' the government and adminiſtra- 
tion of the World , and the Judgments he 
\diſpenſeth to his People , foretels that GOD 
was reſolved to ſuffer the Jews (as a puniſh- 

ment for their heinous and maltiplied Sins 
and Iniquitics) to fall into the hands of the 
Chaldeans ; but ſo as that they themſelves, in 
FY turns, ſhould not eſcape unpuniſh'd for 


their Wickedneſs and Cruelty. In the third | 
Chapter, the Prophet joyns to theſe Predi- 
Etions 4 very ' ardent Prayer , in which he 
entreats the LORD, that the Calamities 
and Miſeries which then - began to involve | 
Ifracl andiQah, and which would in a ſhort | 
time be greatly encreaſed , might prove to them | 
only a Fatherly Chaſtiſement,axd nor to their 
u ter ruin and final defiruttion. 


We 
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We cannot certainly determine in what time 
this Prophet lived and prophecied. Some 


| 
' 


refer him to the time of Hezckiah ; Others 
make him contemporary with J oltah or his 
Children ; but many think that he flouriſhed 
under the long and unhappy Reign -of Ma> 
naſſch, becauſe the Sins he reprehends in the 
| the Jews, are much of the nature of thoſe that 
| were in Vogue in that Princes Reign; and 
Chap. I, ver. 6+ 


that he _ Nebuchadnezzar 
had taken the City Jeruſalem ; ſo it is pro- 
bable that he lived in: thofe times, when the 
Long-ſuftering of G O D began 10 draw to 
an end with the Jews, and ſome ſhbrt ſpace 
before their deſolation by : the Chaldeans. 
We fin1 ſome Paſlages of this Prophet,alledged 
in the Books of the New Te(tament, as 
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' gs it appears from a Part of 


The Contents of the Book 


of 


| HE Prophet ZEPHANIAH #5 
| one of the |efler Prophers, who pro- 
| phecied before the Captivity of Babylon, to 
| ftop and prevent, if it had been poſſible, the | 
| approaching ruin of the Jews, and to invite | 
| and exhort them to prevent the Judgments 
| of GOD by their timely Repentance : For the | 
three following Prophets lived and diſcharged 
| their FunEtions about the time that the Jews 
returned from their Captivity in Chaldea. 
This Prophet lived in the Reign of Joſiah, 

| about the ſame time when Jeremiah entred 
upon his Propherical Office,” and were both; 
of them contemporary with Huldah the Pro-| 
pherefs. In this bis Prophetic he forerels to 
Jeruſalem, and the whole Tribe of Jadah,| 
| that becauſe of their Idolatry, and other 


' 
' 
& 


— 


|Chaldeans; and in the mean time. he exhorts 
them to amend their Lives," adding alſo ſome 
Predictions and Denunciations againſt Fo- 
reign Nations; and afterwards falls again 


and the Jadgme:us they were 10 expe( from 


fication of the Church, in the time of the 


declaring alſo how G 0 D would ſanctihe,bleſs 


and 
nating all their Enenues. 


—— 


nd 
CE I ee ee ee es 


» — —oe 


_ 


I——_— __ 


k of HA GG AT 


HEE The Contents of the. 


COSI 


| AGGAI, ZECHARIAH and 
| MALACHI, did all three of them 
| live and prophecy at the time when the Jews 
| were delivered from their Captivity in Baby- 
| lon. They exhort the People wery earneſtly to! 
| rebuild the Temple and the City of Jeruſa- 
| lem : For after that they had laid the Foun-| 
| dations of the Temple, every one of them! 
| apply d themſelves. to the building of their own 
| Houſes , and by a careleſs negle left the 
| Building of the Houſe of GOD at a ſtand, 
| beſides which, other hindrances alſo hapning 
| from abroad, did much flop the advancing of 
| the Work, as may be ſeen Ezra 4.1, &c. and | 
| 6.1,3,6cc. But at laſt the earneſt Inſtances ! 
| and reiterated Exhortations of theſe Pro- | 
| Phets had ſo good an effe, that the People | 
having taken in hand. again the Building of | 
the Temple (which had been flopt and inter- 


| Foundations of it full 4.2 years, according 
| to the Computation of ſome , tho others ſay not 
 |ſo long) they finiſhed it within' four years 
time, See Ezra 6.14, 15,G&c. John 2.20. 
The principal Arguments and Motives 
the Prophet Haggat makes aſe of in this 
Book, to excite the Jews to ſet upon the Work. 


rupted from the time that they bad laid the 20 


| 


, 
. 
: 


by his Spirit and Grace to dwell and take up 


laftly abecauſe GOP would ſo favour and farther 
the Work with his Bleſſing , that it ſhould be 


Atts 13.41. Rom.1. 17. Gal.3.11.Hebr.1o. | 


heinous S1nS, they ſhould be deſtroyed by the | 


upon the enormous Crimes and perverſe a 
Obſtinacy of the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem; | * 


the Hand of G 0 D :* And laſtly, He exhorts | © 
gall the good and faithful amongft them to | | 
Patience, and comforts them with Evangelical | F 
Promiſes concerning the gathering and ampli-- | | 


Meſſiah, by the Calling in of the Gentlles 7 


| 
; ol 
| again, and bring it to pereſeflion , were firſt | 
(of all, becauſe it was but reaſonable that i 
Divine and Heavenly things, which concern | - 
| the Worſhip and Service of GOD, and bis |: 
; Glory, ſhould be preferred in our Care and | 
| Endeavours,before all Temporal and Earthly | 
' Concerns whatſoever ; and that in caſe of | 
| failure herein, they might expeft that GOD |\- 
would juftly refuſe them bis Bleſling upon their © © 
1d onward Aﬀairs, which they prefers d before bis || 
(Intereſt. And in the next place be urges this |. 
Exhortation, becauſe the dignity and prehemi- | 
mrs of this Second Temple would by far | - 
ſurpaſs the glory of the Firſt, chiefly, becauſe | 
[Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of G 0 D, would honour F 
\it with his preſence in the Fleſh, and his |: 
Preaching, and would continue from that time | 


his abode in bis Church; And thirdly and | 
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finiſhed in a [bort time. | wo Months after that | 
Haggal had begun to prophelic,he was ſecond- | 

d by Zechariah,who alſo very earneſtly excited |. 
Þnd exhorted his backward and fearful Coun- 
rymen, 70 continue and carry on the Work. | 
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glorific them, by deſtroying and extermi- | | 
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[212 The Contents of Zechariah and Malachi. 
'The Contents of the Book of ZECHARIANH. 


# Echariah is the ſecond in order of; |from the Babylonian Bondage,with Promiſes 

| thoſe Prophets, who preached to the| |for time 10 come to take them into bis holy 
Jcw> after their Return from the Babyloniſh| |Protection, in caſe they did ſericuſly repent, 
Captivity ; he began to Prophecy two Months and finiſh the Building of the Temple. 
after Haggai , in the eighth Month of the| |Thirdly, He foretels the deltruftion of the 
| ſecond year of King Darius. He was Jjojned| |Enemics of Gods Pcople, the Coming of the 
with Haggai and Malachi in the ſame Com-| | Meſſiah, his Death and Paſſion, his King. 
| miſſion, to animate the Jews couragicuſly to] |dom and Prieſtly Office, and the Bleſſings | 
| carry on the Buil.iing of the Temple , and} | he would ſhower down upon his Church , 20w 
the re-eftabliſhing of the pure Worſhip of| 10 enlarged and increaſed by the Calling and 
GOD, as appears from Ezra, Chap.5. ver. 1.| [Converſion of the Genrtilcs | 
' © This Book treats of many excellent Mat- Many Paſſages of this Prophct are found 
| ters, whereof theſe are the chief * Firſt of all,| | quoted in the New Teſtament, as well by 
he exhorts the Jews, who were returned out off {Jeſus Chrilt himſelf, as by bis Evangeliſts 
' | Chaldea intoPaleſtina , to repentance and} | and Apoltles, Mat.21.5. and 26.15, 31, and 
| amendment of heir Lives. Secondly, He| | | 27.9. Mark 14 27. John 12.15. and 1 9.37. | 
| relates ſeveral exquiſite Viſions, by which| |Ephicl. 4. 25: Revel. 1. 7. Which ought the | 
| GOD repreſents to them, how tenderly he had\ | more to excite and animate to the reading and | 
' choſen them for his own People, and in parti-| | ſerious minding of this Prophet. 
| cular, how graciouſly he had delivered them | 
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own Country, and ſetting up his Service | 'Mark x.2. and 9.12. Luke 1.16,17. and 7. 


again amongſt them: He reprehends and  'VCL.27, ROM.9. 13. ts 
"THE END OF THE DLD TESTAMENT. 
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